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December 2016 Principal: Mr. B. Stoikos Vice-Principal: Ms M. Salo Superintendent: Mr. G. Duffus Trustee: Mr. Chris Glover [email protected] PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE



December is here and we are only three weeks away from our Holiday Break. Within the school, our music department has been very active, especially now as they prepare for the Holiday Concert on Thursday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m. The band, strings, keyboards and the choir are rehearsing and preparing for the concert. We hope you are able to join us and we look forward to seeing you on December 15th. Please note that this year we will have a large number of themed baskets to raffle off at the end of the concert. The Gift Basket Raffle at the Holiday Concert has become a Hollycrest tradition, and as per past years Parent Council has asked that each classroom assemble a basket based on a chosen theme. Proceeds from the basket raffle will go toward school initiatives and Grade 8 Graduation. If there are any baskets that families or businesses would like to donate, please bring them by the school office. Thank you for your support. Congratulations to the Grade 6 and Grade 7 Girls’ basketball teams and the Grade 7 and Grade 8 Boys volleyball teams who represented Hollycrest in their respective tournaments. Many of our teams will be moving on to the next round. Go Hawks! We would like to thank the Hollycrest community for its support of the Pumpkin Raffle and the MacMillan fundraiser. We made a profit of $900 from both events and the money raised will go toward the purchase of more Chromebook computers and a media board for the front entrance of the school. Thank you! Last month over 75 Hollycrest students participated in the Beaver Math Challenge on November 9th. It was our second time taking part in the event, and we are very proud of our students! Congratulations go out to the following students Avery Brown (Grade 8) and Cian Noble (Grade 7) for being the top scorers



amongst students in their respective grade! A special thanks to Ms. Dhawan for organizing the event, and prepping our mathematicians for the contest. Great job Hollycrest! Once again this year we will be running a food drive for the Daily Bread Food Bank. The drive will officially start on Monday, Dec. 5th and continue for 2 weeks until Friday, Dec. 16th. Boxes for the collection have been delivered to classrooms. Please support our food drive as many families are in need during the holiday season and this is a great way for us to give back to the community. I would encourage parents to visit our school website as it is constantly being updated and improved and changes from week to week. On it you can find information regarding: school life, parent workshops, a calendar of events, and display of student work posted. Take a moment to browse through the website and see the great things happening at Hollycrest Middle School. Despite the cold and snow yet to come, this is a wonderful time of year. It is a time of celebration for many cultures represented at Hollycrest. Diwali, Birthday of Guru Naka Dev Shahib, Hanukkah, Christmas and Kwanzaa are all celebrated between November and December. I would like to wish our Hollycrest families all the best for the holidays. Have a safe and wonderful break with friends and family, relax, rest up and we look forward to an exciting and eventful New Year. See you January, 9th 2017. THANK YOU MRS. VALASKATZIS! We would like to thank Mrs. Valaskatzis for her dedication and commitment to Hollycrest Middle School. For eight years Mrs. V has been the Office Administrator and the first person you meet when you come to the office. She is always there to help students, parents, staff, and



any visitors to our school. Her cheerful disposition has helped to make Hollycrest the welcoming place that it is. Thank you Mrs. V for your time and service at Hollycrest Middle School. We wish you the best of luck in your new role as Educational Planning Assistant for the Toronto District School Board. You will be missed! Mr. Stoikos, Principal I WILL MISS YOU HOLLYCREST! It’s with mixed emotions that I’m writing this note of goodbye to my Hollycrest Family. As many of you may have already heard, I have accepted a position at the Board Office which is effective as of Monday, December 12th. I am looking forward to the new challenges this position will present me with, but at the same time I will miss the daily interactions I have had with all the students, staff, parents, and public at Hollycrest Middle School for the last 8 years. I have truly enjoyed my time here, and will take with me all the good memories I have made. Thank you.



Mrs. V VICE PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE November was Aboriginal Education Month in the TDSB! Students read daily announcements to highlight contemporary and historical information about FNMI people (First Nations, Métis and Inuit). Some classes have also been looking at contemporary indigenous issues (e.g., Secret Path), we had a “Rock your Mocs” spirit day, and the grade 6 and grade 7 students had an opportunity to hear from an Inuit Storyteller Michael Kusugak and a hands-on session with artifacts with Geraldine Kusugak. You may know his books (e.g., A Promise is a Promise, Northern Lights and Soccer Trails). Our fall session of “Game On” has finished and a group of boys had a chance to participate in sports and leadership opportunities. Officer Meagan and Officer Rich were both in to do presentations to our students about media awareness and cyberbullying. We plan to run another session in the New Year. Don’t forget to check out photos and tweets on Hollycrest’s twitter feed! M. Salo Vice-Principal FUNDRAISER – MACMILLAN’S & POINSETTIA’S Hollycrest M.S. would like to thank our parents and the community for supporting our fundraisers. Orders will be delivered December



6th between 2:00 and 3:00 p.m . Your support is greatly appreciated. STUDENT ABSENCES If your child is going to be absent or late for school, please call our Attendance Line at (416) 394-6431 (option 1) before 9am of the absence. Your message can be recorded on the answering machine any time of the day or night. Safety of our students is of the utmost importance. If you have a scheduled appointment, are celebrating a holy day or going on vacation, you can call or e-mail in advance. PLEASE REMEMBER TO CALL OR YOU CAN EMAIL: [email protected] COAT DRIVE The Hollycrest Middle School Aboriginal Education Student Council will be running a winter coat drive for the next 2 weeks. While preparing for the winter season, you may come across winter coats and jackets that no longer fit you or your children. If they are gently used, in good condition, please bring them to school and we will make sure that they are delivered to women and children in need. We are supporting the Anduhyaun Shelter, which is Canada’s oldest emergency shelter for Indigenous women, and is located here in Toronto. They provide support and advocacy for women and children recovering from the trauma and/or violence. Thank you so much for helping us recycle clothing you no longer wear, and in turn, helping out women and children in need. HIT CENTRE SUPPORT This is another reminder to parents that there is nightly academic support in the HIT Centre for students. There is always an SNA, EA or Teacher there for support from 3:10 pm – 4 pm. Please take advantage of this great opportunity. The HIT Centre is closed on Staff Meeting Days, which fall on the last Monday of each Month. Outside the HIT Centre, teachers have made themselves available for extra help. If your child is in need of extra help, please encourage them to talk to his/her teacher and get the help y needed to clarify concepts. BAND AND STRINGS PRACTICE LOGS “Homework” in music goes by a different name! Practice! At this stage of the game...”practice makes better...not perfect.” In order to help band and string students practice more effectively we



started using practice logs in the month of November at Hollycrest! Students are expected to note when and what they are practicing on the log. They have been asked to find five times per week for a minimum of 15 minutes each session to look at what is covered in class and their band music. Students should find a quiet place in the house where they will not be distracted to do their work. If practicing at home is not possible, please have your child see one of the IMI instructors for alternate arrangements. The completed practice logs will go towards their mark in instrumental music. A parents signature is required each month on the log. Looking forward to seeing you at the Hollycrest winter celebration. WINTER CONCERT – DECEMBER 15TH – 7PM Students in Grades 6, 7, and 8 have been preparing for our Winter Concert on Thursday, December 15th at 7:00 p.m. Band, Strings, and Keyboard players should arrive at the school between 6:30 and 6:45 dressed in their concert attire (black pants or skirt with a white shirt). A sign at the front doors will direct students to their meeting rooms to gather before the concert begins. Tickets can be purchased at the door for the price of $2.00 each or $5.00 for a family of 4. The money raised goes to help fund our instrument repairs at the school. FOOD DRIVE FOR THE DAILY BREAD FOOD BANK Once again, Hollycrest will be running a food drive from Monday, December 5th until Monday, December 19th to support the Daily Bread Food Bank. Boxes have been placed in all homeroom classes for donations. The most needed items are: canned meats and fish, canned fruits and vegetables, lentils, beans, powdered or canned milk, soup, rice, baby formula and baby food. However, any and all unopened canned and dried food items will be gladly accepted. Our goal this year is 1,500 lbs of food. Please do what you can to support this worthy cause for those in our community who need our support. Thank you. Ms. Campbell



TDSB NEWS High School Information Nights To help you make an informed decision when choosing a high school, TDSB schools host information nights for parents and grade 8 students each year between October and January. Learn everything you need to know about our incredible variety of schools, programs and courses. The dates and times for all High School Information Nights are available online at www.tdsb.on.ca/highschool/goingtohighschool.



Stay Healthy During Flu Season Flu season is here again. In Canada, flu season tends to run between October and April. The Ontario government is encouraging Ontarians to avoid getting sick this flu season by getting their annual flu shot. Toronto Public Health is recommending that whenever students and staff experience flu-like symptoms, they are sent home and do not return to school until they are no longer infectious to others. Therefore, ill students and staff should be symptom-free (especially from vomiting and diarrhea) for at least 48 hours before returning to school. The primary concern is for the health and safety of all students and staff. Please note that no special measures are required when there is a case of influenza in a school or daycare. However, everyone should do their part to stop the spread of the flu. As parents, you can also assist by: - reminding children to wash their hands often especially after using the washroom and before and after eating; - reminding children to cover their sneeze and cough; - watching for symptoms of vomiting, diarrhea, dizziness, and/or high fever; - informing the school if your child is ill; - keeping your child at home when he/she is ill. For more information, please visit the Toronto Public Health website www.toronto.ca/health, contact your family doctor, or Telehealth Ontario. 1-866-797-0000. National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women - December 6, 2016 On December 6, 2016, TDSB students and staff mark the National Day of Remembrance and Action on Violence Against Women. Established in 1991 by the Parliament of Canada, this day coincides with the anniversary of the death of 14 young women who were tragically killed on 6 December, 1989, at l‘École Polytechnique in Montreal because of their gender. On this national day of remembrance, we honour the memory of these women and reflect on the ways that gender violence continues to affect us. For more information, visit Status of Women Canada and participate in their #ActionsMatter campaign. To find out how you can help prevent violence against women visit www.ontario.ca/page/lets-stop-sexual-harassmentviolence. Within the TDSB, please contact www.tdsb.on.ca/gbvp for further support or questions on any issues related to gender-based violence. Cancellation of Busses During Severe Weather Severe weather conditions may require the TDSB to cancel transportation or, in extreme conditions, close schools. The decision to close schools is made by the director of education. In the event transportation is cancelled or schools are closed, the local media will be informed before the beginning of the school day. Tune in to your radio and television news stations for the latest information or visit www.tdsb.on.ca.
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