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Longfellow Elementary 600 16th St. NW, Minot, ND 58703



Phone:701-857-4610



Jenn Arlien, Principal



Megan Strange, Assistant Principal



December Calendar



Fax: 701-857-8755



Classroom Parties



December 14 6:00 2nd Grade Music Program 7:30 5th Grade Music Program December 20 Cocoa & Candy Canes



Classroom parties will be held on December 21st at 2:00 p.m. Check with your child’s teacher for details.



December 21 Classroom Party 2:00pm December 23 - 31



No School



January 1



No School



January 2



Classes Resume



Winter Weather Information



The days are getting shorter, the temps are getting colder and it’s time to get the warmer coats, hats, mittens and other types of outerwear ready to go! Recess Guidelines: Children will not go outside for recess when the temperature is -5 F or colder or the wind chill is -15 F or colder. Please Label all clothing



Lost and Found Please label your student’s backpack, lunch kit, etc. Our lost and Found is already starting to pile up. It is helpful if things are labeled with their name, so we can get them to the right student.



Thank to all those who donated to the Secret Santa Lunch account and the PTA who helped facilitate it. Several students were able to benefit from it.



Thank you School Absences: When taking your child to a doctor/dentist/therapist please bring a note to school when they return. The Longfellow website has the "Authorization for Medication" forms for the doctor



Vision Screenings



Attending school regularly helps children feel better about school and themselves. Start building this habit early so they can learn right away that going to school on time and every day is important. WHAT CAN YOU DO? * Set a regular bed time and morning routine. * Lay out clothes and pack backpacks the night before. * Send your child the message that school is an important and fun place to be.



Vision screenings for students in grades 1st, 3rd & 5th were completed in November. Forms were sent home with the students stating if they passed or were referred to the eye doctor. If you received a referral, please let me know if your child was seen by the eye doctor and the results of the exam. Because vision can affect learning, it is important that students who need glasses wear them while in school. If you need assistance in finding an eye doctor or financial assistance for exams or glasses please let me know. Michele Fricke RN



* Bring your child to school unless he/she is truly sick. Keep in mind complaints of a stomachache or headache can be a sign of anxiety and not a reason to stay home. * If your child seems anxious about going to school, talk to teachers, the school counselor, or other parents for advice on how to make him/her feel comfortable and excited about learning. * Develop back-up plans for getting to school if something comes up. Call on a family member, a neighbor, or another parent for help. * Plan medical appointments and extended trips when school is closed or not in session. * Keep track of how many days your child has missed and how many time they’ve been late.



Let’s fight the flu North Dakota is ahead of its average for influenza cases for this time of year. As of November 18, 2017 there have been 124 cases reported. The best way to protect your family from influenza is to get everyone vaccinated each year.



Nurse’s Notes by Michele Fricke, RN There are a lot of fun things to do outside in the winter. However, it is important to consider safety. Although we have been enjoying unusually warm weather for December, it’s still a good time to review the American Academy of Pediatrics winter health and safety tips.



Outdoor Winter Activities Ice skating, skiing and sledding are great ways to get exercise on a cold winter day. Remember, children should be supervised with these activities.



Safety Tips: It is safer to sled feet first or sitting up, instead of lying down headfirst. Sled on slopes that are not too steep and are free of obstructions like trees or fences. Skate only on approved surfaces. Skate in one direction with the crowd. Never skate alone. Do not chew gum or eat candy while sledding or skating. Wear a helmet when skiing. Stay away from crowded areas.



MPS Google Suite for Education Minot Public School (MPS) is using Google Suite for  Education in grades K-12. G Suite for Education is a set of  education productivity tools from Google including Drive, Docs, Classroom, and more used by tens of millions of students and teachers around the world. At MPS, students will use their G Suite accounts to complete assignments, communicate with their teachers, sign into their Chromebooks, and learn 21st century digital citizenship skills. What will my child have access to? ● Students will be able to use their account to log into the Chromebook.  ○ A Chromebook is a laptop that runs Google Chrome OS, used primarily while connected to the Internet, with documents living in the cloud. ● Applications such as Google Drive, Docs, Sheets, and Slides. ○ These apps are web-based services that enable the user to create, edit, share, collaborate, draw, export, and embed content on documents, spreadsheets, presentations, and forms. ● Students may join Google classroom. Teachers set up a classroom on their google account and students can view assignments and submit work.  



● Other educational apps that have been pre-approved by the school technology director and teachers. These include, not limited to, IXL learning apps, Typing.com, No Red Ink and Writing, Code.org, Khan Academy, and Discovery Education.  



● Safe Search and Safe Browsing are turned on when accessing the internet with a chromebook on MPS network and using the student’s Google account.   What apps have been disabled on MPS Google Domain (mymps.us)?  



● Students will not have access to send or receive email from outside the MPS domain (except for 11th and 12th grade students), chatting (exception: collaboration within a single classroom that has been enabled by the teacher), YouTube, Google Hangouts, or Google meetings.  



● Students will not be able to collaborate with users outside of the MPS domain.   Parents can help protect their children by using Google’s Safety Tools at home. Please be aware that the tools aren’t 100% accurate, but helps avoid some of the inappropriate content. M ore information can be found on Google’s Safety Center:



www.google.com/safetycenter
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