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Joey Wendle visits FCA to share his path to the major leagues By Gabby Pino Editor Meredith Haas Staff Writer



With the constant adjustments needed from high school baseball to college baseball to the minor and major leagues, Joey Wendle says one thing has remained constant: his faith. Wendle shared this with members of the Fellowship of Christian Athletes when visiting Avon Grove High School on January 31. Wendle began his baseball career at the young age of three. After being in Avon Grove little leagues, and seeing his older brothers play baseball all their lives, Wendle was inspired to begin his own career in baseball. “I looked up to them my whole life, and when they were playing high school ball, that’s all I wanted to do. They were both amazing role models for me, and I am still really close to both of my brothers today,” Wendle said. Throughout high school, Wendle also played soccer and wrestled, eventually becoming the wrestling team captain.



In his junior year, Wendle injured his arm while wrestling. Determined not give up on baseball, Wendle worked through his injury and played baseball for the high school team that spring. “He [Wendle] never lost heart and kept persevering,” said Richard Rush, a Fellowship of Christian Athletes advisor from when Wendle was in high school. High school brought on challenges with baseball. Wendle said schools weren’t “jumping off the walls” for him, so he ended up going to a NCAA Division II college on a small scholarship. Similar challenges carried over into Wendle’s college career. “A challenge from there is just getting seen. There are tons of scouts at division one schools. Once I was drafted, I was a senior, so I guess I was the oldest in my class to be drafted and a lot of time we just get brushed under the rug,” Wendle said. Wendle kicked off his career at West Chester University. He said in his freshman and sophomore years of college he was more of a typical college student, and as he got older he became closer to his faith.



While there, Wendle was one of two players in the university’s history to have over 250 career hits and 400 career total bases. The 2008 AG grad was drafted 203rd overall by the Cleveland Indians in 2012. He started his pro career in 2012 with the Mahoning Valley Scrappers and then continued his ascension through the minors each of the next three seasons. After the 2014 season, he was traded to the Oakland A’s organization and was promoted to triple A Nashville in 2015. After over 4 years and 523 minor league games, Wendle made it to the majors on August 31, 2016, as he started at second base against the Houston Astros. “As soon as it happened we were excited,” said Mrs. Wilkinson, who worked with Wendle in high school, along with Mr. Whitcraft, Mr. Stahl, and Mr. John Wilkinson, all whom were coaches of Wendle’s in high school. No matter where Wendle makes it, he knows it is not only himself who got him there, but Jesus Christ as well. SEE WENDLE PAGE 2



SPORTS



Basketball splits with Oxford on Wounded Warrior night By Sean Goodwin Senior Editor



It was a day full of basketball and remembrance as the boys and girls teams played Oxford on January 28. There was a ceremony before the boys game as they recognized current and former military members for Wounded Warrior night which brought the community together. “I felt proud of our school in general. I felt real school pride at that game and that is one of the things that I have worked hard to create in my four years as a student,” said senior captain Karl Forst. The Avon Grove girls basketball team lost 44-20 against a stout Oxford opponent. The girls are 2-19 on the season (as of February 9). The boys game was highly anticipated as the student section was the largest it’s been all season. Oxford got out to a quick lead and were up 15-8 after the first quarter. Avon Grove fought their way back in the second quarter and trailed by only four at the half. The third quarter was all Avon Grove as they took the lead and led by six after the third quarter. Avon Grove took control of the game as their offense could not be stopped.



-Photo by Gabby Pino Joey Wendle speaks to the members of FCA, giving them advice about their life and their faith.



NEW COURSES



AGHS provides more history classes for 20172018 By Anton Bilski Staff Writer



-Photo courtesy of AGTV The boys basketball team huddles during a timeout in their 59-54 loss at Spring-Ford in the opening round of the District One Tournament. The boys won 55-43 against Junior Destin Murphy led all their rival, Oxford, which is always scorers with 20 and senior captain an important game. Brandon McCullough added 16 “It’s important in many different points in the win to improve their ways. It helps us improve in our record to 11-10 on the season. push for the playoffs. Being right The Red Devils, ranked 24th down the road from them, there’s in the district, made it to the Disalways going to be smack talk so trict One tournament and lost in it’s nice being able to have the the opening round to Spring-Ford, satisfaction of beating them,” said 59-54. senior Chase Moyer.



For years AGHS students were limited to only a few history courses like AP World or AP Euro, but that is changing next year. Originally, students graduating from American Cultures could only take either AP World or Comprehensive World Cultures. But now they can take classes like AP Human Geography, American History through Film, and Greek and Roman history. The other new history courses are Holocaust and Genocide Studies, Sociology. Most of these new courses are not for the whole year (except AP Human Geography), but are half year elective courses that don’t go towards a student’s social studies credits, but students can double up in social studies year-long courses and electives. The new history courses were not chosen by the teachers, but by the students themselves. “We had group discussions, and then a survey was sent out to the students,” said AP World and AP Psychology teacher, Mrs. Moschetto. “And based on the highest number of each course, we picked those top choices and



teachers volunteered to write the curriculum.” The thing that may disappoint some is the fact that all the new courses listed above aren’t for all grade levels. American History Through Film is for grades 10-12; 20th Century U.S. Military History is available for grades 1112; Greek and Roman History is for grades 10-12; Holocaust and Genocide Studies is for grades 9-12; Sociology is for grades 1112; and AP Human Geography is for grades 9-10. 20th Century American Military History is a course that covers the history of the U.S. military starting from World War I to today. American History Through Film is a course in which students will analyze and discuss films that apply to certain periods in American history. AP Human Geography, which is a full year course that goes towards social studies credits, is a course that helps students understand background of the areas and people they’ll learn about. SEE NEW COURSES PAGE 2
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Dual enrollment at DCCC offers different opportunities for juniors and seniors By Cheyenne Lauesen Editor



Wake up at 5:30a.m. in the morning, get ready for the day, pack a bag, go to school for seven hours, go home, do homework, eat dinner, repeat. High school can seem like a chore, but with more options, a typical day does not have to look like this. A student at Avon Grove High School has many options to further their high school and posthigh school education. This takes place in the form of Allied Health, AP courses, the Technical College High School, Teacher Leadership Academy, and more. Dual enrollment at Delaware County Community College (DCCC) offers an alternative for high school classes in either the morning or afternoon. In some cases, a student can even take evening or online classes. Juniors and seniors at AGHS can take a variety of course at DCCC that count as both college and high school credit. This in-



cludes English, math, business, and so much more. “It is very rare that juniors participate in dual enrollment because it makes it difficult to meet the credit requirements to graduate,” said Mrs. Lubins, the guidance counselor for the Class of 2018. What may be most advantageous to some is that the cost of taking these credits during dual enrollment is much more inexpensive. A three-credit course at DCCC is only $300 for Avon Grove students in the 2016-2017 school year. All the credits earned at DCCC count as credits at AGHS, but also count as college credits which can be transferred to almost any college that the student might attend after their high school career. Classes are on either Mondays and Wednesdays or on Tuesdays and Thursdays. They also occur either in the morning or afternoon. A student can either go to class in the morning and come in after I/E, or leave for classes before I/E. If the classes occur in the



morning, even if there is not class on a certain day, the student is not required to report to AGHS until the afternoon. If the classes occur in the afternoon, even if there is not class on a certain day, the student is not required to remain at Avon Grove after their last class of the morning. To participate in dual enrollment, a student has to go to the guidance office. The student must apply at DCCC and take a placement test. This test will predict whether or not the student is ready to take courses at the college level. But, this test can be waived on one condition. If the student has already taken and received the results of the SAT and earned a 500 or higher in that specific category (math or English), they are not required to take the test. “The only exception to that is if a student wishes to take an advanced math at DCCC, then the student would still have to take a



placement test,” said Mrs. Lubins. One downside to dual enrollment is that the student must have their own form of transportation, it is not provided by the school. This could be in the form of carpooling, a parent driving their student, or the student driving himself or herself.



If dual enrollment seems of interest, see Mrs. Lubins in the guidance office or Sandy Cos, the DCCC Assistant Director of Dual Enrollment and High School Initiatives, who works at AGHS on Thursdays.



News Briefs



Beauty and the Beast will be performed at Avon Grove High School this spring



Avon Grove High School students will be performing Beauty and the Beast as their spring musical. There will be two weekends of performances: April 21-22 and April 28-29. Beauty and the Beast is about a beggar woman turn enchantress who casts a spell on a prince and the rest of the castle because she sees there is no love in his heart. The only way to reverse the curse is if he falls in love with Belle before the rose loses its final petal. If not, they will all remain objects forever. Charis Latshaw and Kyle Wizenberg, seniors, star as Belle and the beast. Senior Eric Kellmeyer plays Gaston, and senior Jadin Poliski plays Maurice. Supporting roles star junior Austin Spangler as Lumiere; junior Jessica Sides as Babette; senior Isabelle Pfaff as Mrs. Potts; senior Emme Page as Chip; sophomore Kat Nardi as Madame De La Grand Bouche; and senior Jesse Orozco as Cogsworth. ~ By Ashley Murphy



COMMUNITY 



Wendle inspires students to focus on faith WENDLE FROM PAGE 1 “When I had reached the majors, and when I had felt I had reached the goal, I had this feeling. I knew that wasn’t it. I had this feeling about how this is not how I am defined. It was about who I am in Jesus Christ, and what he had done for me,” Wendle described.



As a past attendee of FCA in high school, Wendle came to Avon Grove to visit with current members of the club. Students watched with rapt attention as Wendle described his journey with baseball and his faith. “To think that anyone would want to hear my experience is



humbling,” Wendle acknowledged. Wendle grew with FCA, which provided him a place to combine his faith and sport. Coming back was an honor for him, and he reminded every athlete in the room that they are family. “Look at yourselves as brothers



and sisters in Christ, not the football player or the soccer player,” Wendle advised. He reminded them of many important values he has lived by through his faith and what he has lived. “At no point will you ever be satisfied with what you have on this earth.”



Wendle told the students that he was thankful that his life isn’t defined by his accomplishments in baseball but by his relationship with his faith. “‘Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things’,” Wendle said to the FCA club members, quoting Colossians 3:2.



NEW COURSES 



History courses aim for students’ interests NEW COURSES FROM PAGE 1 Holocaust and Genocide Studies is a course that allows students to explore the difficult parts of world history that many find difficult to discuss. Greek and Roman History, which was one of the most popular, is a course that will grow students knowledge on the citystates of Sparta and Athens, and



the rise and fall of the Roman Empire. Sociology is a course that will allow students to study human interaction. There were courses that were brought up but didn’t make the cut. These courses were Cultural Anthropology, Anthropology, Introduction into Archaeology, Current Issues, Medieval History, World



Opinion



Religions, and Modern Middle East. “I like that it gives more flexibility to students, and there’s more content specific classes that don’t tie down to a requirement,” said social studies teacher Ms. Cahill. Ms. Cahill also believes that is a good introduction for 9th grade students into an AP course. Mr. Atkinson, another social



studies teacher, also had positive thoughts on the courses. “I’m super excited, not just for the students but for the school,” confirmed Atkinson. Mr. Atkinson has presented the Current Issues course as stated above, this was one of the courses that didn’t make the cut, but he is fully supportive of the ones put through. He also believes stu-



dents will be inspired by their new teachers and passion and knowledge on the courses they’ll be teaching next school year. So when course selection comes around students will have a clearer picture of which course is right for them.



Opinion content in The Devil’s Herald expresses the singular view of the writer. The Devil’s Herald invites letters to the editor. Please email Mr. Gregory ([email protected]).



HIGH SCHOOL LIFE



Empowering your passions: Importance of finding your niche in a world of naysayers By Stephanie Mirah Staff Writer



Unpredictability has the power to riddle people defenseless nowadays. Reluctant because of the possible consequences of failure, following and pursuing one’s dreams is often disregarded for easier paths and simpler tasks. Passion is dwindling. It is desperately grasping for help, reaching out for someone to steady it again, but people consistently pass it by, allowing their uncertainties to overtake them. “There’s no money in that.” “That’s a dying art.” “The world definitely does not need another one of those.” Doubt and negativity have en-



gulfed our society, shielding us from what we once believed were our dreams. Where are the young girls and boys who once had faith in growing-up to reign over imaginary nations as princesses and princes? The ones who dreamed of touching the stars as astronauts? Deepak Chopra, an author and public speaker, knows those prideful and curious kids are still out there somewhere, that they can be rediscovered. “Always go with your passions. Never ask yourself if it’s realistic or not,” he said to Women’s Day. Passion is dwindling, but it can be rejuvenated. Anyone is capable of silencing the naysayers and regaining the passions they thought they have lost.



Here are some tips for those wanting to recapture their passions or for those wanting to hold onto the passions they have presently: 1. Prepared to be defeated and ridiculed sometimes, it’s an unfortunate truth. A new notion circulating is that the number of zeros on a paycheck defines the worth of a career. It is no secret that a biochemist makes more money than a freelance journalist, but that fact should not discredit the importance of either job. Both jobs are necessary for very different reasons and should not be compared. Discouragement should not smother one’s passion, but rather it should ignite it further because



proving others wrong can be personally satisfying. 2. With the idea of discouragement in mind, obey the golden rule and treat others the way you want to be treated. People can be sensitive about what they are passionate about and rightfully so, it is important to them and they cherish it. Instead of acting like a naysayer and making fun of someone’s passion, engage them in it. Inquire why it is important to them, show interest in what they have to say, encourage their dreams. Show interest in others and the chain effect will eventually come back around. 3. Discovery can only happen if one is willing. There are hundreds of thou-



sands of possible passions to pursue. A variety of different careers and hobbies are awaiting potential participants. Do not be afraid of attempting something that appears enjoyable. If after trying, it doesn’t seem worth it, try something else. Nothing is binding, experiment. 4. Combat all uncertainties. Passions are not guaranteed successes, but that should not inhibit someone. Drown out all the anxiety provoking societal pressures saying that that dream is unattainable or that that is a useless passion. Place courage in front of doubt. Stay passionate, if we do that we will always stay true to ourselves.
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