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Seniors say goodbye with last production of Beauty and the Beast By Stephanie Mirah Staff Writer



-Photo by Cheyenne Lauesen Sydney Paglia, Izzy Paoletti, Serena Derderian, Olivia Paoletti, Sophie May, Emma Brinton, Clare McGovern, and Rabea Pfaff pose with the PIAA State Championship trophy in an assembly on March 28.



From the segregated streets of Baltimore in Hairspray, the mystical far-off land of princesses and peas in Once Upon a Mattress, the fairytale infested swamplands of Shrek and, finally, the provincial village and daunting castle of Beauty and the Beast, the Avon Grove High School seniors in the spring musical department have experienced it all. Before they graduate, however, they will be taking their last bows on our stage this weekend, one at 7:00p.m. on Friday and two on Saturday at 2:00p.m. and 7:00p.m. Excitedly enough, presales escalated at rapid speeds and door ticket sales left the cast feeling like their accomplishments were valuable. Through months of practicing, everyone has been teeming with pride and enjoyment as slowly, what use to be just a bunch of lines in a book, a show has appeared. For many of the seniors, this is their fourth spring production at AGHS, and is yet another addition to the ever growing list of “lasts” for them. They have proudly paraded the halls in blue for their last Class Pride Day, experienced side-splitting laughter at their last Mr. Avon Grove Pageant, and now, for a handful of members of the Class of 2017, this is their last chance to showcase their talents on the stage. They experienced their last set of auditions after returning from winter break back in January. After practicing for countless hours perfecting crowd favorites like “Be Our Guest” and “Belle,” the graduates learned their last jazz squares and grapevines associated with all the big dance numbers.



Bravely, they faced their last tiresome tech week with rouged cheeks and elaborate costumes solidifying the final touches to the production. Casting aside any nervousness, the cast performed a mesmerizing performance and for the seniors, this was the last opening night. And finally, in the near future, they will be experiencing the emotions attached to proudly performing their last last show. Generally speaking, one may say that high school helps one develop into a new, more experienced and wise person. Many seniors reflected upon the impact that theater has played in shaping them through their four years here. As a member of the musical, one spends a lot of your time after school with the same people for months. Similarly to any sports team, this helps to form bonds. “The musical at Avon Grove has given me a community of friends that I have known since middle school. Having this common interest with others has allowed me to always be able to find at least one person I could relate and connect to, finding and making friends is hard enough in high school so I’m thankful I had this community in my life,” Jesse Orozco, playing Cogsworth this year disclosed. Because the musical takes a significant amount of time to learn, the cast rehearsing many days each week, spending multiple I/E cycles learning music, and the seven-and-a-half hour nights during tech week, the play taught many people the power and necessity of time management. “Despite only doing the musical my junior year, I’m so glad that I decided to spend those two years on the stage and not on my SEE MUSICAL PAGE 3



PROM 2017



Senior class irons out last details for prom By Gabby Pino Editor



For the first time in many years, senior prom will be surrounded by endless fields of green. The Class of 2017’s senior prom will be at Springfield Country Club on June 2 from 6:30p.m. to 10:30p.m. Straying away from tradition, Avon Grove senior prom will not be held at the Chase Center. “I’m pretty elated about the new venue. It has a very different feel from the Chase Center,” said senior class advisor, Ms. Rurode. “You walk in and it’s elegant and



beautiful with a certain level of class.” Springfield Country Club’s elegance is one of it’s most remarkable qualities, compared to the Chase Center that felt more cold and industrial. “We wanted to change it up,” added senior class president C.J. Berger. “If you keep doing the same place over and over, prom almost starts to turn into just a checklist.” One of the other major perks of moving to Springfield was the size. Every year about 500 people attend senior prom, and hoping to



make it more comfortable for the students, the senior class decided to move prom to Springfield Country Club, a more spacious venue. When seniors and their guests first arrive to Springfield Country Club, they will enter the first room that will have appetizers and various vendors, including a henna tattoo artist and a magician, roaming around. After a large majority of seniors have arrived and are ready for dinner, the second room will open where the buffet dinner will be available. This room will also



function as the ballroom. The second room, where most of the dancing and seating will be, is a large hexagonal room with massive chandeliers hanging from the ceiling. There are a few other rooms that senior prom will utilize that will give the prom venue a “layered” style. Tables in the second room will have assigned seats. Seniors will turn in table forms which will include a list of 9 other people with whom they would like to dine. If your table request is not full, seniors will most likely be paired



with other people who also do not have full tables. While the seniors are excited about prom, and it is expected to go off without a hitch, there were some struggles with the planning. “Nothing’s easy when it comes to prom,” Berger commented. “It’s difficult when you have 500 kids going to prom and you have to try to satisfy all of them.” Berger said he is most excited to see the finished product and watching the rest of his class SEE SENIORS PAGE 2
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FSEMS art murals show off class pride By Anton Bilski Staff Writer



Fred S. Engle Middle School students are showing off their artistic skills by creating commemorative class murals. Before the decision to hang up the already completed murals by Principal Berardi was put through, the murals were being stored in the audion. Now, that has changed. “It was a great idea because it adds so much personality to the walls, and each graduating class leaves a little of themselves behind for the ones who come after,” said FSEMS art teacher Ms. Marlowe. These murals are an ongoing project, since each class creates their own murals each year. It starts off with the students stretching an enormous eight by five foot canvas. After the students prime it, then the fun starts. “The process usually begins with me taking a shopping trip to an art supply store in Philly or Wilmington, and then wrangling eight foot stretcher bars into my car,” added Ms. Marlowe. The murals are not a spur of the moment project, but have been in planning for four years. “The tradition started four years ago. A fews members of Student Council approached me and asked if I’d be available to help out with a mural for their graduating class,” explained Ms. Marlowe. Former middle school principal



Dr. Snopkowski also came up with an idea to have a “moving mural” which will provide students with the freedom to hang pieces along the walls of the school and to display a greater amount of them too. According to Ms. Marlowe, the students wanted a visual representation of their class’ unique characteristics, and these murals, according to Ms. Marlowe, “spice up” the halls as a result. This project is headed by members of the FSEMS Student Council who bring in a few artistically talented students to help pitch in. These artistic students help with the design and implementation of the pieces. Usually there are no more than three to four students working on each mural at a time. Student Council member Camille Levy said that the council has received mural ideas from their fellow eighth grade representatives to see if they can get some good and meaningful quotes. “We are so happy to see our classmates and representatives giving us a voice on possible quotes to represent our class,” said Levy. These murals will be presented to the entire class at the Eighth Grade Awards Assembly in June. “I’m hoping the eighth graders feel a sense of class pride when the mural is unveiled at the awards ceremony. I’m also hoping that seeing it in the hallway next year will inspire the current seventh graders to start imagining ideas for their own Class of 2022 mural,” Ms. Marlowe said. Camille Levy was also able to



-Photo courtesy of Ms. Marlowe Former FSEMS students (now current juniors at AGHS) work on the class of 2018 art mural. pitch in on this. “We began working on the mural the Wednesday before spring break. We are hoping to have the finished product towards the end of May or beginning of June,” exclaimed Levy. The current mural, the one for the class of 2021, will be displayed this summer. “Working on the mural has



most definitely taught me more about how amazing working on a team is. Working with them is such a blast and I feel so accomplished when we are doing hard work with one another on the mural,” said Levy. But these murals wouldn’t have been conquered if it wasn’t for the help of their mentor, Ms. Marlowe. “We are so grateful that she



supplies us with the tools we need to construct it. She helps us along every step of the way, and she informs us with such amazing tips for a fantastic outcome. Ms. Marlowe is such a wonderful leader,” proudly exclaimed Levy. Each mural has something new to offer, and it will provide an object for others to remember their time at FSEMS.



PROM 2017 



Springfield Country Club to host seniors



SENIORS FROM PAGE 1 enjoy it as one of the final class events before seniors go their separate ways. The night isn’t over at 10:30p.m. Seniors have the opportunity to attend After Prom at Avon Grove High School. After Prom is a free event sponsored by the Parent Action Committee and is open to seniors, their prom dates, and juniors. Doors open at 11:00p.m. and will feature a variety of activities for seniors, their guests, and juniors to enjoy. There is also an extensive amount of games and prizes at After Prom. PAC plans on giving away a MacBook, an Apple Watch, an iPad, a television, a bluetooth speaker, and wireless headphones. To win these prizes, students must be present at 3:00a.m., when prize winners will be an-Photo courtesy of Ms. Rurode nounced. Students will need a permission slip to Springfield Country Club has a variety of different architecture types.



Opinion



leave After Prom before 3:00a.m., the official ending time, but this year they can leave themselves and not have to be picked up by a parent. Berger hopes this gives people more of an incentive to attend the event. “I think people need to give it a try,” Berger encouraged. Berger believes once people actually attend After Prom and see what it’s about, they’ll realize that it’s actually a lot of fun. To attend After Prom, students must fill out a registration form. This form is available on the district website, in the office, and seniors will receive them when they buy prom tickets. Prom tickets went on sale at the end of April and will continue until May 9. They are being sold for $70 outside of Ms. Rurode’s room.



Opinion content in The Devil’s Herald expresses the singular view of the writer. The Devil’s Herald invites letters to the editor. Please email Mr. Gregory ([email protected]).



Living amongst blurry faces: Why 20/20 is the most enviable trait of them all By Stephanie Mirah Staff Writer



I hate carrots. Cannot and will not eat them raw, cooked, steamed. So maybe that caused it. Endless technology, my television, my computer, my phone, has been in my grasp since a young age, shaping my upbringing. That probably didn’t help. Not to mention, everyone in my immediate family, all seven of us, are plagued by the evil clutches of either hyperopia or myopia. Both better known as farsightedness and nearsightedness. Since fourth grade, the dread-



ed year of me obtaining glasses, I have suffered through the classic “four-eyes” comments, the constant questions such as, “Can I try on your glasses?” and, my personal favorite, “How many fingers am I holding up?” If you are holding up four fingers and ask me to guess how many you are holding up without my glasses on I will answer four. Figures, your fingers, I can still make those out. Contrary to popular belief of my fellow perfect vision friends, I still know how to see, I just don’t see well. My apologies if my attitude and



patience is growing sour, after all, I cannot expect those with 20/20 vision to know what it is like to not have perfect vision. They have never had to experience it. I cannot expect you to know what it is like to not be able to lay on your side while in bed with glasses on because they will, without fail, get in the way. (P.S. A viable option does not include taking them off because then the T.V. turns from HD pictures to blurred blobs.) Expecting you to relate to the struggle of a speck of dust on one of your contacts that stabs at your eyeball all day to the point where



you hope you cry in order to flush it out would be foolish of me. Walking perilously through the rain until the droplets cover your lenses will never trouble you. CBS reports that approximately 61 percent of people wear eyeglasses, thus 61 percent of people understand what I am saying. Now I am addressing the other 39 percent, the ones with visual acuity. You are the ones that can perfectly read the eye charts with all of those inverted “E”s. You can wake up in the morning and see without the burden of blurriness.



You will never have to patiently sit through an eye doctor appointment while the optometrist flips from one lense to the other lense saying “1 or 2”. (Hint: They both look the same.) My jealously is evident. Visual acuity is something I crave. However, I cannot fault your blessing. My only request is that you embrace what has been granted to you. The 61 percent of us wish we could have your privilege. Take it from a four-eyed admirer, with great eye power, comes great responsibility.
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Spring Musical



Friday, April 28, 7:00p.m.



Spring Musical



Saturday, April 29, 2:00p.m. & 7:00p.m.



AP Exams Monday, May 1 - Friday, May 12



Junior Prom Friday, May 19, 6:00p.m.9:30p.m. @ King’s Mill
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Seniors say goodbye to center stage



-Photos courtesy of Taryn Heath Charis Latshaw playing Belle and Kyle Wiesenberg playing the Beast; Kat Nardi playing the wardrobe, Charis Latshaw playing Belle, Austin Spangler playing Lumiere, Emme Page playing Chip, and Isabella Pfaff playing Mrs. Potts; Eric Kellmyer playing Gaston and Grant Bailey playing LeFou MUSICAL FROM PAGE 1 couch, because it does take a lot of time, but that time is turned into indelible memories and new experiences that I really do cherish,” admitted Daphne Bonner, who plays one of Gaston’s cronies and the narrator. Not frequently do people have the chance to do things that are not normally in their repertoire. The musical allows people to perform on stage, something they



commonly do not do. “The musical has given me amazing friends and experiences on and off the stage and allowed me to step out of my comfort zone every once in awhile,” said Sophie Page, playing one of three Silly Girls. A commonality the seniors have seen for the past four years is: final products pay off. “The musicals gave me a sense of accomplishment. The weekend



AG CLUBS



of shows felt rewarding because we’d put hours and hours into the rehearsals,” Eric Kellmyer, playing Gaston, said. Finally, a musical is an accepting place to be. One is allowed to be close with an array of people who think and act similarly. Acceptance is in abundance there. “The musical has given me a safe space to be myself. It has given me some of my best friends and favorite memories. The musi-



cal has given me a place to use my talents, and I am so thankful for that. Whenever I have a bad day or I’m stressed out, I go to rehearsal and my entire mood changes. It has shown me what hard work, responsibility and courage looks like. It has also taught me how to be patient. Overall, being in the musicals has had an incredible impact on my life, and I am so happy and grateful that I’ve had the chance to be



in them,” said Charis Latshaw, playing Belle. It’s no question that the class of 2017 has helped year after year to transform each and every show into something special. Clearly, they have given their alls. As the red curtains closes on Saturday night, without a doubt they will leave feeling like they have done something magical.



JOINT COUNCIL



Art Society First Community Yard assists Tanzania Sale a success By Meredith Haas Staff Writer



Art Society has proven that hard work and perseverance brings a great outcome. The members of this club have waited a long time to finish many ideas in the making. Over a course of years, club members have thought about contributing to Avon Grove and creating a mural for the high school library. This was a long and thought out process, with a lot of work put in. Ever since the mural, there has been a snowball effect on Art Society. Mrs. Martorello, the club’s advisor, has encouraged the members to create art for places other than Avon Grove. The club will paint rocks from the courtyard. These rocks will be symbolic for Earth, and will be showcased in an exhibition/fundraiser on May 5 at the B Square Gallery in Philadelphia. Artwork that is produced on the rocks will be transferred to one inch by one inch domed glass magnets. Money from this project will be donated by an art group to Rob Greenfield’s nonprofit Happy Healthy and Free. Once all rocks are done and transformed into their magnets, they will be placed in the Avon Grove High School’s courtyard. “The Earth day rocks are a great way to bring light to our school,” said Arianna Hood, Art Society Treasurer. With this, members are creating more charitable projects. Some are creating memory portraits. Students that are creating these pieces of art are basing what they draw after a picture of a child from Tanzania.



As with any art project, this is one that will take a long time, and a lot of patience. Any member participating knows that if they want to send back a great depiction of a child, they must take their time. This is not new for Mrs. Martorello, who has done this project before, and worked with this organization in the past. “I have created memory portraits in the past. For me personally, these types of art projects are the most rewarding,” said Martorello. The project at hand is not one meaningful to only Avon Grove, but to kids who deserve a special gift from time to time. Children in Tanzania will experience holding a picture of themselves that has been meticulously drawn and thought out. The reward could not be greater for Art Society. Once the portraits are delivered, Art Society will be sent a video of the kids from Tanzania receiving their portraits. “Just seeing the smiles on those kids faces makes this project worth doing,” said Martorello. The projects are due to be finished by the end of May, and then sent off to bring many children a smile on their faces. Seniors in the Art Society have seen how the club has grown over the years. “I find it to be a fun and creative outlet for young aspiring artists around our school. We have changed alot since freshman year, becoming more involved and organized. As our numbers grow, so does our school,” said senior Sarah Lennon.



By Sean Goodwin Senior Editor



Joint Council, made up of Student Council and class officers, came together to form the Community Yard Sale at Avon Grove High School on March 25 from 8:00a.m.-2:00p.m. People from all over the district came throughout the day, making it a very busy but fun day for everyone involved. Alex’s Lemonade was also sold and donated to the organization to fight childhood cancer. “At the yard sale I worked at



the Alex’s Lemonade Stand. I loved seeing the different people from our community donate to such a good cause and just help out the high school in general,” said senior Student Council member Lindsay Traino. This event was such a big success that it could become a tradition. “I think it should be a tradition because it helped out people in the area get necessities that are cheaper than what you can find in stores,” said senior Student Council member Vincent Garguilo.



There were many different stands selling different items throughout the cafeteria. “I think what made it so successful was the low prices and the variety of items that they had. I think it made it easier for people to find things,” said Garguilo. “My favorite part was the participation shown by the community. A lot of people were able to donate to the yard sale and help others that live in this community. Mrs. Worrell, English teacher at AGHS, donated her wedding dress which was really cool to see,” said Garguilo.



Comic by Mr. Janavel
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