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DHSEM Update ~ November 2016



Photos of DHSEM staff at work in October supporting the Junkins Fire, completing EMAC A Team Training and supporting the AmeriCorps Disaster Exercise.



Information and Update Registration Open: 2017 Colorado Emergency Management Conference



The registration system for the 2017 Colorado Emergency Management Conference is now open. Conference information is available on the Colorado Emergency Management Association (CEMA) website. This website will share new announcements and conference updates. Conference attendees are encouraged to register early. The early bird discount is only available until January 15, 2017. The conference fee will increase by $50 after that time. Registrations will be accepted until February 6, 2017. There are three important differences in this year’s conference registration:
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1. CEMA annual dues and renewals are not included in this year’s conference fee. 2. No walk up registrations will be accepted at the 2017 conference. 3. All conference fees must be pre-paid. Any registration in the system and not paid for by January 31, 2017 will be dropped from the registration process to allow others to register and pay. Other conference reminders: • The Colorado Emergency Management Conference is for all emergency management professionals, volunteers, students and partner agencies. • The Colorado Emergency Management Association offers scholarships to help those who cannot afford the cost of attending. Apply for a scholarship before December 2, 2016.



Notice of Funding for Pre-Disaster Mitigation and Flood Mitigation Grant Programs



Every year, FEMA releases a Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO) for the Pre-Disaster Mitigation (PDM) and Flood Mitigation Assistance (FMA) grant programs. The FEMA NOFO is published annually in either the second or third Federal fiscal quarter (January – June). The Colorado Division of Homeland Security and Emergency Management (DHSEM) is the designated Applicant for these grant programs and is responsible for soliciting sub-applications from eligible subapplicants. In this role, DHSEM assists in the preparation, review, and submission of eligible and complete applications to FEMA. In an effort to encourage increased participation from stakeholders in the State, DHSEM is encouraging early submission of Notice of Interest (NOI) forms. The goal is to allow more time for the State to assist in the application preparation and review process in an effort to help sub-applicants develop complete and competitive applications. These complete applications will be advanced to FEMA when the funding is announced and based on the funding priorities for the Fiscal Year (FY) PDM and FMA. Projects will also be added to a bank of readily identified projects in the event of a Presidentially Declared Disaster with Hazard Mitigation Grant Program (HMGP) funding. To qualify for a PDM, FMA, or HMGP grant, the sub-applicant must have a current FEMA-approved local or Tribal Hazard Mitigation Plan (HMP) by the application deadline and be valid at the time of Federal obligation of the grant funds. Applications for a new Mitigation Plan do not have to meet this requirement. Please review the 2015 Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Unified Guidance and Addendum thoroughly to determine if your project idea is eligible; whether match requirements can be satisfied; and what environmental and historic preservation requirements will be necessary. Federal funding is available for up to 75 percent of the eligible activity costs. The remaining 25 percent of eligible activity costs must be derived from local match sources. Follow the links below for information on the Hazard Mitigation Assistance (HMA) Programs: • •



Pre-Disaster Mitigation Program Flood Mitigation Assistance Program



Please be aware that there is no funding available at this time and that funding priorities has yet to be determined at the Federal level. In FY 2016, the funding announcement was published in March 2015 and the deadline to submit an application was June 15, 2015. It is anticipated that similar dates will be used to announce the FY 2017 PDM and FMA funding. If you are interested is pursuing grant funding the State is currently soliciting NOI’s from eligible sub-applicants.
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For additional information, please contact your regionally assigned State Mitigation Specialist. If you do not know who is assigned to your region, please visit https://www.colorado.gov/pacific/mars/mitigation for a regional map and project listings.



DHSEM Grant Information and Updates



Monthly updates are posted to the MARS website with the follow information: • Mitigation and Recovery Website • Mitigation and Recovery Program Report for all grant program coordinated by DHSEM • Grant Calendar with important deadlines and training events • Public Assistance Status Update posted to DHSEM website • Potential Contractor List • Early Submissions for Future Mitigation Grant Projects Sought by DHSEM



Kudos and Job Well Done •



• •



DHSEM welcomes Jennifer Hillmann as the new Communications Specialist joining the Strategic Communications Team. Hillmann will manage the READYColorado social media platforms, the Colorado Virtual Operations Support Team, and produce the Colorado Daily Status Report in addition to other assignments. Her contact information is [email protected]. Job well done to all DHSEM staff members supporting the Beulah Hill and Junkins Fires through response and recovery efforts. Congratulations to Crystal Christensen on her appointment to Field Services program Assistant. She can be reached at [email protected].



Job and Volunteer Opportunities • • •



City and County of Denver: Emergency Management Coordinator: Training and Exercise [closes November 2] Routt County: Emergency Operations Director [closes November 28, 2016] City of Longmont: AmeriCorps



Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program



Information shared by FEMA: FEMA announced the annual funding opportunity for the Assistance to Firefighters Grant Program (AFG). The Fiscal Year 2016 AFG program will award $310.5 million to enhance the safety of the public and firefighters against fire-related deaths and hazards. FEMA awards AFG funding to fire departments, nonaffiliated emergency medical service organizations, and state fire-training academies. In addition, FEMA awards funding to other nonprofit organizations recognized for their experience and expertise with respect to fire prevention, fire safety programs and activities, and firefighter research and development programs. The application period is open through November 18, 2016. The grant guidance is posted at www.grants.gov and here. Applicants who need additional information may contact [email protected] or call 866-274-0960.



Educational Resources • •



Updated resource: State of Colorado Federal Fiscal year 2017 Public Assistance Indicators Summary Mark your calendars for the 2017 Colorado Wildland Fire Conference scheduled for April 19-21, 2017 in Pueblo, Colorado. Presentation proposals are also being accepted online until November 18, 2016.
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Training and Exercise Information



The web pages for the DHSEM Training and Exercise Program have been updated and reorganized. Please visit the updated pages at: http://dhsem.state.co.us/preparedness/training-exercise.



DHSEM Training Courses



View all DHSEM training courses at www.DHSEM.state.co.us on the Preparedness page. Course



Region



Date



Basic Public Information Officer (G290)



South Central



11/02/16



Joint Information System/ Joint Information Center Course (G291)



South Central



11/04/16



Basic Public Information Officer (G290)



Northwest



11/08/16



Evacuation and ReEntry Planning Course (G358)



South Central



11/14/16



Advanced Incident Command System (ICS 400)



Northeast



11/29/16



Exercise Evaluation and Improvement Planning Course (G131)



South Central



12/01/16



Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program L146 (HSEEP):



Northeast



12/12/16



Social Media Tools and Techniques PER344



North Central



12/13/16



Advanced Incident Command System (ICS 400)



North Central



01/24/17



Medical Countermeasures: Points of Dispensing (POD), Planning, and Response (MGT 319)



South Central



01/30/17



FEMA Courses and Other Opportunities • • • • •



School Emergency Management (SEM) Training offered by Colorado School Safety Resource Center Colorado School Safety Resource Center Online Training Opportunities FEMA L0388 Advanced Public Information Officers Course FEMA V-0025A Virtual Tabletop Exercise Series – Active Shooter (College Campus with Hostages) FEMA E0176 Hazus-MH for Floodplain Managers



Important Reminders



Current Fire Restriction Levels Do you have changes in your current fire restriction levels? Please send me any new information that you have to Micki Trost at [email protected] and it will be added to the Colorado Fire Restriction map and information page posted at COEmergency.com can be updated.



DHSEM Update



County Emergency Management Contact and Emergency Notification Links



DHSEM Strategic Communications will be completing the quarterly updates of the emergency notification registration links located on COEmergency and DHSEM websites. Please help us ensure the information is correct. If you have a change in staff or a new emergency notification web link please email [email protected] with current contact information for inclusion on our COEmergency webpages. Thank you for your assistance in keeping these community resources up to date.



Share Information in the Next DHSEM Update



Do you have information that would benefit other agencies in Colorado including job or volunteer opportunities? Simply send an email to [email protected] with your information and it will be included in the next Update. The DHSEM Update will be published at the end of each month.



WebEOC Link



I have been asked to include a link to WebEOC in the DHSEM Update. It will remain on all future newsletters at the end of the document for your use. The link can also be found on the DHSEM website under the “Quick Links” tab called State EOC.



Also, please be aware that a link to WebEOC is posted to the homepage of our DHSEM website under the Quick Links tab labeled State EOC. When you click on the WebEOC logo you are directed to the system’s website.
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