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Festal greetings to all the priests of the eparchy, seminarians and inmates of Vianney Bhavan and Gurukul! St. Vianney, Pray for us!
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he diocese of Jagdalpur is indebted to her first bishop, Mar Paulinus Jeerakath, who fashioned the beautiful family of missionaries. His missionary vision is always an inspiration. His memories are alive in our thoughts. May his soul rest in peace!
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Voice of the Shepherd……. Dear friends, We are celebrating the Diamond Jubilee of our independence. It is a time of joy and pride. In fact it is a “world wonder” that we the Indians, though diverse in culture, languages and geography, are united to make the biggest democracy of the world to enjoy the real freedom that emerges from our unity, fraternity and equality. India is a viable and vibrant democracy of manifold diversity which has become a major global power marked by rapid economic growth and economic expansion. But today we are also faced with setbacks of poverty and violence, casteism and fundamentalism of many sorts. We need to uphold the sanctity, integrity and dignity of the life of all people guided by the values of justice and peace. We have to play a creative role in shaping this everchanging world keeping it just and humane. The challenge to us is to hear the voices of those who are abused, the vulnerable, of women, children, refugees, of unemployed youth and migrant workers, of those suffering and dying of HIV/AIDS and other diseases, the faint voices of women and children who are trafficked, of the Dalits and Adivasis. This call is all the more pressing in our context. It gives a new thrust to our mission in Bastar. The orientation that we should give to our works should be “right” based. Each individual has a right a right to live with dignity. The promise of the Kingdom of God is also the same. Jesus came to give us the right the right of the dignity of becoming the children of God. Fr. Biju Mathew Kalezhath Chief Editor



Dear Fathers, Sisters, Brothers, Children and Friends in Jesus, Greetings of Christ's Peace, Joy and Love! I was very happy to see you all for the meeting after my return from abroad. By God's grace my visit went on very well. I convey the greetings of all our benefactors to you. I take this opportunity to thank all the friends of Bastar who support us with their prayers and contribution. May the good Lord bless all of you abundantly. We are in the season of 'Kaitha' which reminds us of the growth and flourishing of the Church. The Disciples of Christ, filled by the power of the Holy Spirit, proclaimed the Good News and day by day the strength of the Church increased. This season calls us for renewing our commitment towards establishing the Kingdom of God in the hearts and minds of the people. One of the important ministries that we carry out is the care of children in our Bal Bhavans. We have 24 Balbhavans and around 2000 children stay and study in them. To help them grow in virtues, prayer, discipline and wisdom is our prime task. “Today's children are tomorrow's citizens”. The formation of the children under our care will bear fruit in the coming years. The message of God's love can be extended through these little ones to the people around. So let us think about the means and ways to make this ministry more effective. May God bless you all abundantly! Yours in Our Lord, Simon Stock Palathra CMI Bishop of Jagdalpur



3



4



VOL. 33, AUGUST 2007



Bastar Dhwani



Bastar Dhwani



"All the Churches for all the world" Dear Brothers and Sisters, On the occasion of the World Mission Day, I would like to invite the entire People of God - Pastors, priests, men and women religious and lay people - to reflect together on the urgent need and importance of the Church's missionary action, also in our time. Indeed, the words with which the Crucified and Risen Jesus entrusted the missionary mandate to the Apostles before ascending to Heaven do not cease to ring out as a universal call and a heartfelt appeal: "Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you". And he added, "Lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age" (Mt 28: 19-20). In the demanding work of evangelization we are sustained and accompanied by the certainty that he, the Lord of the harvest, is with us and continues to guide his people. Christ is the inexhaustible source of the Church's mission. This year, moreover, a further reason impels us to renew our missionary commitment: the 50th anniversary of the Encyclical of the Servant of God Pius XII, Fidei Donum, which promoted and encouraged cooperation between the Churches for the mission ad gentes. "All the Churches for all the world": this is the theme chosen for the next World Mission Day. It invites the local Churches of every continent to a 5
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shared awareness of the urgent need to relaunch missionary action in the face of the many serious challenges of our time. The conditions in which humanity lives have of course changed and in recent decades, especially since the Second Vatican Council, a great effort has been made to spread the Gospel. However, much still remains to be done in order to respond to the missionary call which the Lord never tires of addressing to every one of the baptized. In the first place, he continues to call the Churches of socalled "ancient tradition", which in the past provided the missions with a consistent number of priests, men and women religious and lay people as well as material means, giving life to an effective cooperation between Christian communities. This cooperation has yielded abundant apostolic fruit both for the young Churches in mission lands as well as in the ecclesial situations from which the missionaries came. In the face of the secularized culture, which sometimes seems to be penetrating ever more deeply into Western societies, considering in addition the crisis of the family, the dwindling number of vocations and the progressive ageing of the clergy, these Churches risk withdrawing into themselves to view the future with ever less hope and weakening their missionary effort. Yet, this is the very time for opening oneself with trust to the Providence of God, who never abandons his People and who, with the power of the Holy Spirit, guides them toward the fulfilment of his eternal design of salvation. The Good Shepherd also invites the recently evangelized Churches to dedicate themselves generously to the missio ad gentes. Despite the many difficulties and obstacles they encounter in their development, these communities are constantly growing. Fortunately, some of them have a large number of priests and consecrated persons, many of whom, although there are so many needs in loco, are nevertheless sent to carry out their pastoral ministry and apostolic service elsewhere, even in lands evangelized long ago. Thus, we are witnessing a providential "exchange of gifts" which redounds to the benefit of the entire Mystical Body of Christ. I warmly hope that missionary cooperation will be intensified and that the most will 6
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be made of the potential and charisms of each one. I also hope that World Mission Day will contribute to making all the Christian communities and every baptized person ever more aware that Christ's call to spread his Kingdom to the very ends of the earth is universal. "The Church is missionary by her very nature", John Paul II wrote in his Encyclical Redemptoris Missio, "for Christ's mandate is not something contingent or external, but reaches the very heart of the Church. It follows that the universal Church and each individual Church is sent forth to the nations.... It is highly appropriate that young Churches "should share as soon as possible in the universal missionary work of the Church. They should themselves send missionaries to proclaim the Gospel all over the world, even though they are suffering from a shortage of clergy'" (n. 62). Fifty years after the historical appeal for cooperation between the Churches at the service of the mission of my Predecessor, Pius XII, with his Encyclical Fidei Donum, I would like to reaffirm that the Gospel proclamation continues to be timely and urgent. In the Encyclical Redemptoris Missio cited above, Pope John Paul II, for his part, recognized that "the Church's mission is wider than the "communion among the Churches'; it ought to be directed not only to aiding re-evangelization but also and primarily to missionary activity as such" (n. 64). Therefore, as has often been said, missionary commitment remains the first service that the Church owes to humanity today to guide and evangelize the cultural, social and ethical transformations; to offer Christ's salvation to the people of our time in so many parts of the world who are humiliated and oppressed by endemic poverty, violence and the systematic denial of human rights. The Church cannot shirk this universal mission; for her it has a binding force. Since Christ first entrusted the missionary mandate to Peter and to the Apostles, today it is primarily the responsibility of the Successor of Peter whom divine Providence has chosen as a visible foundation of the Church's unity, and of the Bishops directly responsible for evangelization, both as members of the Episcopal College and as Pastors of the particular 7
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Churches (cf. Redemptoris Missio, n. 63). I am thus addressing the Pastors of all the Churches chosen by the Lord to guide his one flock so that they may share in the pressing concern to proclaim and spread the Gospel. It was precisely this concern that 50 years ago impelled the Servant of God Pius XII to bring missionary cooperation more up to date with the times. With particular concern for the future of evangelization he asked the "long established" Churches to send priests to support the recently founded Churches. Thus, he gave life to a new "subject of mission" which took the name of "Fidei Donum" precisely from the first words of the Encyclical. Of it he wrote: "As We direct our thoughts, on the one hand, to the countless multitudes of Our sons who have a share in the blessings of divine faith, especially in countries that have a long Christian tradition, and on the other hand, as We consider the far more numerous throngs of those who are still waiting for the day of salvation to be proclaimed to them, We are filled with a great desire to exhort you again and again, Venerable Brethren, to support with zealous interest the most holy cause of bringing the Church to all the world". He added: "Please God, may it come to pass that Our admonitions will arouse a keener interest in the missionary apostolate among your priests and through them set the hearts of the faithful on fire!" (cf. Fidei Donum, n. 4). Let us give thanks to the Lord for the abundant fruits obtained by this missionary cooperation in Africa and in other regions of the earth. Throngs of priests, after leaving their native communities, have devoted their apostolic energy to the service of communities which have sometimes only recently come into being in poor and developing areas. Among these priests are many martyrs who have combined with the witness of their words and apostolic dedication the sacrifice of their lives. Nor can we forget the many men and women religious and lay volunteers who, together with the priests, spared no effort to spread the Gospel to the very ends of the earth. May World Mission Day be an opportunity to remember in prayer these brothers and sisters of ours in the faith and all
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who continue to work in the vast field of the mission. Let us ask God that their example may everywhere inspire new vocations and a renewed mission awareness in the Christian people. Indeed, every Christian community is born missionary, and it is precisely on the basis of the courage to evangelize that the love of believers for their Lord is measured. Consequently, we could say that for the individual members of the faithful it is no longer merely a matter of collaborating in evangelizing work but of feeling that they themselves are protagonists and corresponsible. This corresponsibility entails the growth of communion between the communities and increases reciprocal help with regard to the personnel (priests, men and women religious and lay volunteers) and the use of the means necessary for evangelization today. Dear brothers and sisters, the missionary mandate entrusted by Christ to the Apostles truly involves us all. May World Mission Day therefore be a favourable opportunity to acquire a deeper awareness and to work out together appropriate spiritual and formative itineraries which encourage inter-Church cooperation and the training of new missionaries to spread the Gospel in our time. However, let it not be forgotten that the first and priority contribution that we are called to offer to the missionary action of the Church is prayer. "The harvest is plentiful, but the labourers are few", the Lord said; "pray therefore the Lord of the harvest to send out labourers into his harvest" (Lk 10: 2). "First of all, therefore", Pope Pius XII of venerable memory wrote 50 years ago, "Venerable Brethren, We trust that more continuous and fervent prayers will be raised to God for this cause" (Fidei Donum, n. 49). Remember the immense spiritual needs of the numerous populations who are far from the true faith or who stand in such great need of the means of perseverance (cf. n. 55). And he urged the faithful to increase the number of Masses offered for the missions, saying that "this is in accordance with the prayers of Our Lord who loves his Church and wishes her to flourish and enlarge her borders throughout the whole world" (ibid., n. 52). Dear brothers and sisters, I also renew this invitation, which is more timely than ever. May the unanimous invocation of the "Our Father 9
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who art in Heaven" be extended in every community, so that his Kingdom will come on earth. I appeal in particular to children and young people, who are always ready and generous in their missionary outreach. I address the sick and the suffering, recalling the value of their mysterious and indispensable collaboration in the work of salvation. I ask consecrated people, especially those in cloistered monasteries, to intensify their prayers for the missions. Thanks to the commitment of every believer, the spiritual network of prayer and support for evangelization is being extended throughout the Church. May the Virgin Mary who accompanied with motherly solicitude the development of the newborn Church, also guide our footsteps in our time and obtain for us a new Pentecost of love. May she especially make us all aware of being missionaries, that is, those who have been sent out by the Lord to be his witnesses at every moment of our life. I assure my daily remembrance in prayer to the fidei donum priests, to the men and women religious and lay volunteers working on the frontiers of evangelization as well as to all who in their various capacities are dedicated to Gospel proclamation, as with affection I impart my Apostolic Blessing to all. BENEDICTUS PP. XVI



Bastar Dhwani extends you greetings of the 60th Independence Day of India and prayerful wishes on the occasion of the feast of the Assumption of our Blessed Mother!
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THE HOLY FATHER DECLARES 2008-09 THE YEAR OF ST. PAUL Pope Benedict XVI has issued new guidelines on papal election restoring the traditional norm concerning the majority required for the election of the Supreme Pontiff. According to this norm, in order for the election of a new Pope to be considered valid it is always necessary to reach a majority of two thirds of the cardinals present. With this document, the Pope has substituted the norm established by Pope John Paul II who, in his 1996 Apostolic Constitution "Universi Dominici gregis," laid down that the valid quorum for electing a new Pope was initially two thirds but that, after three days of voting without an election, there would be a day dedicated to reflection and prayer, without voting. Thereafter, voting would resume for seven additional ballots, another pause for reflection, another seven ballots, another pause and yet another seven ballots. After which an absolute majority was to decide how to proceed, either for a vote by absolute majority or with balloting between two candidates. This was to happen only in the event that the cardinals arrived at the 33rd or 34th ballot without a positive result. 11



Benedict XVI has declared June 2008-June 2009 the year of St. Paul in celebration of the 2,000th anniversary of the saint's birth. The Pope decreed the year in a vespers celebration held today at the Basilica of St. Paul Outside the Walls. The Holy Father explained during his homily: "This 'Pauline Year' will take place in a special way in Rome, where for 2,000 years under the papal altar of this basilica, lies the tomb that according to experts and undisputed tradition has conserved the remains of the apostle Paul. "The Pontiff said: "In the papal basilica and Benedictine abbey attached to it, there can take place a series of liturgical, cultural and ecumenical events, as well as various pastoral and social initiatives, all of them inspired by Pauline spirituality.”Special attention can also be given to pilgrims who from various places will want to go to the tomb of the Apostle in a penitential way in order to find spiritual benefits. "Meetings for study will be promoted and there will be special 12
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publications on Pauline texts, to promote the immense richness of the teaching contained in them, true patrimony of humanity redeemed by Christ.”Also, in every part of the world, similar initiatives will be organized in dioceses, sanctuaries and places of prayer by religious institutions, institutions of study and assistance, which carry the name of St. Paul or which have been inspired by him and his teaching. "Benedict XVI explained that this year must have an important "ecumenical dimension." "The Apostle of the Gentiles, who dedicated himself to the spreading of the good news to all peoples, spent himself for the unity and harmony of all Christians," the Pope said. "May he guide us and protect us in this bimillenary celebration," he added, "helping us to advance in the humble and sincere search for the full unity of all the members of the mystical body of Christ."



BAL BHAVANS



BAL BHAVANS



about our Bal bhavans. A few points are given for our consideration. 1. Bible reading, reflections and spontaneous prayers are to be included in the prayer sessions and a minimum of four intercessory prayers are to be recited by the students during the Divine Liturgy. 2. Zonal and diocesan level competitions, coaching classes and trainings are to be arranged. 3. Every Bal bhavan has to have a file each for each student containing the details about him/her and necessary information regarding the child is to be given to the diocesan office. 4. Career guidance classes, alumni meetings etc. could be arranged for the ex-students of our Bal bhavans as follow up programme. 5. Linkage programmes are to be encouraged in order to find food supply for students. 6. Benefactors and funding agencies are to be sought for help in order to maintain our hostels. 7. The Diocesan Director of Bal Bhavans with the members of the commission may make occasional visits to the Bal Bhavans to meet and address the children, assess the programme. 8. Training programmes for the in-charges and teachers of our hostels could be arranged. 9. Parents' meetings are to be encouraged. 10. Income generating activities may be planned out and implemented. 11. Adult education classes, moral classes and value education classes are to be included in the programme. 12. While giving new admissions, preference should be given to the poor and needy children. 13. A copy of all the correspondence done by the Bal bhavan with CNEWA and other funding agencies is to be given to the diocesan office. 14. A fixed amount of fee as decided by the eparchy is to be collected from the children. 15. The Directors are requested to give exhortations to the students once in a fortnight.



There was a meeting of all the priests, sisters and brothers of our eparchy on 26 July, 2007 at the Bishop's House, Jagdalpur to discuss
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year-old Cardinal Ignace Moussa I Daoud, who had presented his resignation after having reached the normal retirement age. Leonardo Sandri was born in Buenos Aires on Nov. 18, 1943, into a family of Italian origin. He was ordained a priest in 1967. He entered the diplomatic service of the Holy See in 1974 and served in Madagascar, and from 1977 to 1989 with the Vatican secretariat of state. From 1989 to 1991 he was an adviser in the office of the papal nuncio to the United States and the Organization of American States. On Aug. 22, 1991, he was named prefect of the Pontifical Household. He was made the assessor for general affairs for the secretariat of state in 1992. On July 22, 1997, he was named papal nuncio to Venezuela and ordained archbishop that same year. On March 1, 2000, he was made papal nuncio to Mexico and on Sept. 16, 2000, he was named "sostituto" or undersecretary of state for general affairs. In a declaration published by the Vatican press office. Archbishop Sandri affirmed: "I am aware that I have been entrusted with the great treasure of liturgical prayer, the spiritual tradition, monastic life, the lives of many saints, and the teaching of the fathers and doctors of the Eastern Church. "It is a treasure that even today we hope is researched, revisited, delved into, and loved so that it can offer to the contemporary expectations of the universal Church and of the world of our time the wealth of the doctrine and spirituality of the Eastern tradition.



NEW PREFECT FOR THE CONGREGATION FOR THE ORIENTAL CHURCHES Pope Benedict XVI named Archbishop Leonardo Sandri as prefect of the Congregation for Eastern Churches. He has been undersecretary of state for general affairs. The Vatican press office announced today that Archbishop Sandri, 63, will succeed 7615
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Our Bishop's Visit to Italy



“FREEDOM FROM HUNGER” JUSTICE SUNDAY 19 AUGUST 2007 O



n 19 August, 2007 the Church in India observes Justice Sunday, just a few days after the Diamond Jubilee of Indian Independence. The theme of the Day is “Freedom from Hunger”. As per the article 21 of the Constitution of India, article 25 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights and article 11 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, every person has a right to be free from hunger and malnutrition. The fact that millions of people in our country are still in the clutches of hunger and starvation, despite six decades of independence, is a cause of great concern for us. Denial of their right to food, that is, their right to have regular access to sufficient and nutritionally adequate food for an active, healthy life is a violation of their inviolable human dignity-the dignity the Church constantly strives to uphold after the example of Jesus Christ. Today, the Church invites each one of us, in a special way to join hands in reaching out to people who are hungry and help them get their rights. 17



Our bishop had a fruitful week in Italy. During this time he made friendly visits to Cardinal Daud Mousa, the Prefect of the Oriental Congregations and Cardinal Ivan Dias, the Prefect of the Congregation for the Evangelization of the People. The office of the Holy childhood and the sisters of St. Peter Claver welcomed him and appreciated the good works of our diocese. Then His Excellency paid a visit to the Diocese of Rovigo on his way to the parish where the DBS sisters work. On that day he had the lunch with Bishop Luccio of Rovigo. A good number of priests who were present for a get-together greeted our bishop. In Ficarolo parish, where the DBS sisters work, there was a gathering of the faithful for May devotion in the evening. Don Giancarlo, the parish priest welcomed his Excellency, appreciated and thanked him for the service of the DBS sisters in his parish. Bishop shared about Jagdalpur mission to the faithful gathered in the parish. He celebrated the liturgy on the next day in the parish. In the following Sunday our bishop celebrated Divine Liturgy for the faithful of the Syro-Malabar Community in Rome. He paid a short visit to the Parish “Gesu' di Nazareth” where Fr. J. Eroorickal stays for his higher studies and parish ministry. Our bishop left for Germany along with Fr. Alackappilly who was here for a short visit to Europe. Fr. Jose Eroorickal CMI from Rome
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Father of Bhanpuri Novitiate, a Member of Nirmal Aram, Natki Semra and a member of Nirmal Sadan. He spent his last days at Nirmal Ashram, Thellakom. He suffered a lot, but accepted all the pain with joy. He was called to eternal rest on 12 June, 2007. He is buried in Gagultha monastery, Palampra which is near to his home. Fr. Maris was a zealous missionary, sincere in his behavior, approachable, serviceable and a man of prayer. He is particular in his hospitality and attracts people to the love of God. The people of Kondagaon especially the villagers still cherish the sweet memories of Fr. Maris. He has developed a far sighted vision and always cared for the future of the station. He proved his efficiency especially in legal matters. He used to sing well. He was very much interested to visit mission stations and encourage others. He was the confessor for many religious under formation. He considered his sickness as a part of God' love for him. He was very particular to make the company joyful by songs, stories and jokes. Even cats, goats and chicken were able to enjoy his loving company. He worked hard for the mission of Jagdalpur in the early stages of its development. May his soul rest in peace!
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el on n n y Ma ris Vattaku



Rev. Fr. Antony Maris Vattakunnel CMI was born on December 15, 1927 at Anakkalu, Kanjirappally. He made his first profession on 15 October, 1951. He was ordained on 16 May, 1959. Before joining Jagdalpur mission in 1974, he worked in Devagiri College, Kozhikode, Deepika, Kottayam etc. His first appointment in Jagdalpur was as the in-charge of Kondagaon mission. He purchased the land and established a church there. Walking ten Kms. Daily he opened the Umergaon mission. As the Manager of Kanker School and Parish Priest of Kanker he did an excellent job. It was during that time he built the present house at Keskal. In Narayanpur he opened a hostel for the tribal children. He also served as the perfect of Nirmal Sadan, Dharampura, Manager of Niravalpuzha Estate, Spiritual Father of CMI brothers' unit, Spiritual 19



Fr. Abraham Maliekal CMI
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CURIA News



BLESSED ALPHONSA TO BE CANONIZED



Appointments Director of Bal Bhavans In charge of Women's Desk



Blessed Alphonsa is going to be the first soul to be canonized from the Syro-Malabar Church. It adds laurels to the crown of glory of our Mother Church. Let her life of suffering and commitment be an inspiration for us.



-



Fr. Biju Kalezhath Sr. Sincy SMS



Meeting of Fathers, Sisters and Brothers On 26th July there was a meeting of all the Priests, Sisters and Brothers working in the eparchy together with the Bishop. His Excellency shared about his foreign visit. There was a discussion about the Bal Bhavans in the meeting. Death Anniversary of Mar Paulinus CMI There was a solemn concelebrated Raza for Mar Paulinus Jeerakath CMI in the Cathedral Church. 'Regents' Get Together The regents gathered for one day recollection at Vianney Bhavan, Parpa on 4th August, 2007. It was guided by Reg. Fr. Malickal CMI.



Rev. Fr. John Kachiramattam Passes Away



Recollection of Eparchial Priests There was a recollection for the eparchial priests on August 6 and 7, 2007 at Sannidhana, Kolchoor. The recollection was guided by Rev. Fr. Benny CMI.



Rev. Fr. John Kachiramattam, a friend and well wisher of our diocese, who donated his land and house to us, is called to eternal rest at 3.45 am on 18 August, 2007. He had been taking rest in our Mission Home at Ramapuram. For the last few months he was very sick and was under treatment. He belonged to the eparchy of Pala. He served in different parishes of Pala and also in the diocese of Thiruvalla as the spiritual father of the minor seminary. His love for the mission is self-evident from the act of donating his property for our mission. May his soul rest in peace!



Identify Cards for Priests The diocesan office is getting ready with identity cards for the priests. Those who wish to secure an identity card, please approach the secretary. Diocessan Office for Bal Bhavans An office is set up for the Bal Bhavans in the bishop's House. All are requested to give the necessary date of the children of our hostels. Meeting of the Superiors A meeting of the Major Superiors of the Religious Congregations working in our eparchy with the Bishop is scheduled in the last week of August, 2007. 21
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youth presented a colorful cultural programme on that day. Mother Teresa School, Boregaon Mother Teresa School, Boregaon is happy to share the story of her progress. We have a very good number of admissions this year too. The building for school, convent and hostel are under construction. Karunalaya, Karitgaon



St. Vianney Church, Parpa A long cherished dream came true on March 1, 2007 when our centre was raised to the status of a parish namely, St. Vianney Parish, Parpa. Every Saturday at 5.30 pm, we have Rosary and Catechism classes are arranged on Sundays. The brothers from Samanvaya, Kolchoor extend their services to our parish on Sundays. Nirmal School, Parpa Nirmal School, Parpa is progressing in all the levels possible. This year we have started class III. Special coaching is given for Spoken English. Coaching is also given for music and dance. The school day is expected to be in November 2007. Shanti Bhavan, Kondagaon



There are 50 students in the Bal Bhavan this year. Social works, dispensary, balwadies, prayer meetings etc. are going on well. The boarding children presented a colorful programme before the guests from Germany. St. Joseph's Cathedral, Jagdalpur The new parochial vicar Rev. Fr. Abraham Maliekal CMI has taken charge. He is making a rapid friendly visit to all the families together with Rev. Sr. Kripalatha DBS. St. Joseph's Church, Bacheli Rev. Fr. Kurian Mampara was given sent off. A souvenir of the parish is published. The newly built parish church is ready to be blessed. Thanks to the hardwork of Rev. Fr. Mampara. The new parish priest Rev. Fr. Thankachan palakkattuchira CMI is active in his pastoral works.



The parish feast was celebrated solemnly on August 1, 2007. Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakkumkara CMI was the main celebrant. The parish 23
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Groups/ Joint Liability Groups / Farmers' Club Initiatives/ Producers' Group.  Watershed Development / Multi-Activity approach / Livelihood based activities.  In tribal dominant villages, development through “Wadi” approach.  Farm/Non-Farm activities including rural market, cluster development around the village, skill development, MED (Micro Enterprise Development), EDP.  Assessment of credit needs/formulation of projects for Agriculture/Rural Development.  Creation of Infrastructure with the support of Government Sponsored programmes, if any, in this regard. (RIDF support may be prioritized for connectivity, irrigation, social infrastructure, etc. in the village.



BSM NEWS



Bastar Sewak Mandal playing her part in global campaigns



BSM and NABARD Adopt Ten Villages in Bastar Division A large number of villages in the country are facing constraints such as lack of access to education, health facilities, drinking water, power, roads, irrigation, credit, inputs, information, market, etc. In view of the above, NABARD has launched a scheme for adoption of villages in backward regions for ensuring holistic and integrated development of the villages concerned and facilitating financial inclusion. The purpose of the initiative is also to develop an approach to facilitate 100% financial inclusion in rural areas which could be dedicated in other villages. Some of the broad activities of the programme are given below: Interface with village communities and assessing their varied needs through Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) techniques.  Meeting credit needs of the poor through formation of Self Help
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Bastar Sewak Mandal joined hands in the global campaign for promoting Breastfeeding within first hour of birth, in alliance with the CCF India and Child Fund India in the world breast feeding week, which was
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observed during 1st to 7th August 2007, with this year's theme, Breastfeeding: the 1st hour save ONE Million Babies. On the 2nd of August a rally was organized at Billori village, where nearly 1000 women and school children from 18 project villages joined hands in the campaign. The event was marked by the handing over of the petition to the Chief Minister of Chhatisgarh, through the MLA of Keshloor Mr. Baiduram Kashyap, who registered his presence as the Chief Guest. The honorable MLA also enthusiastically walked down the village streets with the rally. The event was supported by the Sarpanchs and Panchs of 7 Grampanchayats, CHC Nangoor, PHC Adawal, ICDS and Government School Billori. On 1 August a village level rally was conducted in village Kachora, where 200 women participated. Following the rally on 3 August focal group discussion was conducted with the trained birth attendants, on 4 August with Pregnant women and 5 to 7 August with Adolescent girls.
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'Global Action Week' (GAW) under the banner of 'Global Campaign for Education' and with the theme 'Join Up for education rights now!' was observed at the project CCF. The district level GAW event was organized in the district headquarter town of Jagdalpur on 23 April 2007. The event which was organized at the centrally located Hata ground, witnessed a big human chain at 8.30am which was formed by 328 children from the project villages. The Chief Executive Officer of Zilla Panchayat Mrs. Ritu Sain (I.A.S) attended the event as the chief dignitary. She enthusiastically participated throughout the event and later on at the end motivated the children to take an oath stating that-“One person should educate at-least 5 person”. She was handed over the information file and the symbolic paper chain by the chief functionary of BSM Fr. Abraham Kochukarackal and two children Ms. Gomati & Ms. Sangeeta. Earlier she had inaugurated the stall where drawings, essays, statements, signature cloths and copies of Children's Magazine were displayed.
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WADI PROJECT WADI Project is being implemented by Bastar Sewak Mandal in Tokapal Block of Bastar District in four panchayats, namely Potanar, Deurgaon, Kurnega and Singanpur. NABARD and CRS are the supporting agencies for this project. The project duration is six years. The core intervention of this project is establishment of orchards of selected fruits like mango, cashew, etc and utilization of the border of the orchards for planting multipurpose forestry for firewood, timber and other requirements. 127 Small and marginal farmers of tribal communities are selected as beneficiaries for this programme. Formation of Self Help Groups, Health Care, Intercropping and other Income Generation Programmes are part of this project.
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Christ College, Jagdalpur First phase of construction is over. After the finishing touch, formal inauguration is expected in October, 2007. The result of this year was very good. Our college is the only college in the university in which all the students passed with first class in BCA. Excellent results in Bio-technology and micro-biology add colors to the crown of Christ College. There was a ban on the college as statute 28 of the University was not followed by the college. Now the ban is lifted and almost all the courses have full admission. There were classes on motivation for the students and orientation for the staff conducted by Rev. Dr. Jilson John CMI, The Professor of S.H. College, Thevara, Kerala. On July 9, 2007 we had the formal inauguration of the academic year. Rev. Fr. Provincial was the Chief Guest. Dr. B.L. Jha, Retd. College Principal, Mr. Rahim, The Former Director of AIR, Dr. M.L.Nayak, Director Bastar Parisar etc. were the dignitaries present on the occasion. They praised the service of the missionary community in the field of education in Jagdalpur. Friendship Day was celebrated with colorful a programme on August 4, 2007. Welcome to Fr. Thomas Valavanani who is joining as a new professor at Christ College. Best Wishes to Rev. Fr. Abraham Kannampala, the Principal and his team for the new academic year. 30
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Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kalapurackal CMI, the former superior, who is going for higher studies. Nirmal Ashram has two more new faces, Bro. Dinesh and Bro. Anoop, the college going brothers. Best Wishes to them.



News from the Religious



New Doctor for the Province We have a new Doctor in theology, in the person of Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI, who successfully completed his Doctoral Studies in Missiology. Congratulations to Dr. Josy. Suman Ashram - Palligaon Suman Ashram is fresh with a new Rector, a new administrator, a new regent and new aspirants. Best wishes to Fr. Sebastian Mavunkal, the Rector, Fr. Tiju Mankottil, the administrator, Br. Saju, the regent and all the aspirants. This year Suman Ashram has 18 first year aspirants. Final Profession Three of our brothers made their final vows on July 5, 2007, during the liturgical ceremony held at Sangam, Metguda. Congratulations to Bro. Antony Konumadackal, Lalichan Konunalpa and Saju Karukaparambil.



CMI Nirmal Province Plenary Assembly A plenary assembly, prior to the forthcoming provincial synaxis due to March 2008, was held at Nirmal Sadan, Dharampura on July 5 and 6, 2007. 20 members of the province participated in it and discussed several matters regarding different the apostolates undertaken by the province in Jagdalpur and other places. Nirmal Ashram, Thellakom



Higher Studies Best Wishes and prayers to our dear Fathers who are going for their higher studies in different places. Rev. Fr. Theodore Kendo - Germany Rev. Fr. Sebastian Kalapura MBA Satna. Rev. Fr. Sebastian Mukalel - German Course, Pune. Rev. Fr. Santhosh Kotheril - B.Ed. in Sikkim



Congratulations and best wishes to the newly appointed Superior to Nirmal Ashram, Fr. Thomas Pythottiyil CMI. Thanks and best wishes to 31
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A Word of Thanks. Thanks to Fr. Jose Nediyakalayil, the fomer Rector of Suman Ashram, Palligaon for the valuable services. Prayerful wishes for his new assignment as a Pastor in the United States. New Regents' Team
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St. Thomas School, Kapsi Humble beginning is made into a great beginning. It is true in the case of St. Thomas School, Kapsi. St. Thomas school is steadily growing as it added two more class rooms this year. Chavara School, Dugoli



We have 3 new regents this year.



Best wishes to Fr. Sajo Varakil, the temporarily appointed staff and member of Chavara Bhavan Dugoi. Every year the school offers something new to the students. This year it has added a new floor in the building, which increased the facility of the school for a studious atmosphere.



Bro. Antony Konumadackal - Nirmal Sadan, Dharampura. Bro. Bijoy Munduvayalil - St. Joseph School, Bhanupratapur Bro. Saju - Palligaon Best Wishes to the new regents! Vidya Jyoti School



SABS SISTERS



Vidya Jyoti school has achieved another milestone by getting CBSE approval. Congratulations to Fr. Mathew Kunnel, the principal and team. The functioning of the new wing has added more facility for the students and staff. Nirmal Niketan School, Dantewada Nirmal Niketan School now offers hostel facility for the students. Congratulations to the prinicpal, Fr. Roy Madamana and team for the steady growth that they are achieving step by step. St. Joseph's School Bhanupratapur St. Joseph's school also started giving hostel facility for the students. Congratulations to Fr. Tomy Valiankal, the Principal and team for the integral coaching they offer to the students. The construction of the new wing is in progress.
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The Annual retreat for the sisters took place from 29 May to 2 June, 2007 at Sannidhana, Kolchur. About 108 sisters of different congregations participated in it. Rev. Fr. Kurian Muttathupadathu, the former Rector of Holy Trinity Seminary, Jalandhar, was the retreat preacher. Eight of our sisters took part in the Computer and Spoken English classes conducted at Bishop's house, Jagdalpur in May 2007. Sr. Elsa Kizhakayil SABS celebrates her silver jubilee during this year. Hearty congratulations and prayerful best wishes to her! We celebrated the Feast of Pentacost with due solemnity on 26 May at the Provincial house, Jagdalpur. Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakumkara C.M.I., the Protosyncellus, was the main celebrant. A good number of fathers and sisters took part in it. The Patroness Day of our provincial Superior Rev. Mother Annie Valiyaveedu was celebrated on 26 July, 2007 in a fitting manner. . By the grace of God we are invited to render our service at Pescara, 34
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Italy in an old age home. Three of our sisters, Sr. Tess Flower Ampalathinkal, Sr. Merlit Kunnukulathu and Sr. Cicily Koyickal reached there on 8 May, 2007 and started their humble services. The renovated St. Chantal's convent at Gajuwaka in Visakhapatanam was blessed on 30 June 2007. His Grace Most. Rev. Dr. K. Mariadas M.S.F.S., the Archbishop of Visakhapatanam, blessed the convent. Many fathers, sisters and faithful graced the occasion with their presence. A hostel for the girls is opened at Jyoti Bhavan, Thellimarenga. Children from class 1 to 9 are admitted in this hostel. Bus convenience also is provided to the children to go to Deepti Hindi Medium School at Aghanpur.
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staying in our house at Naktisemra. We are grateful to our sisters who have been transferred from Jagdalpur to the other missions and we remember them with a sincere heart for their selfless service that they have rendered to the Jagdalpur mission. We have started the aspirants' house at Umergaon. Sr. Maria Jose is the Aspirants' Mistress. The new building for the Old Age Home was inaugurated by Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakkumkara CMI on May 27, 2007.



SNEHAGIRI MISSIONARY SISTERS There are five sisters, eight postulants and nine aged members



This year eight candidates entered into postulency. Sr. Asha is the mistress of postulants. Sr. Rosna came from Sangli for Bed study. Three new members came from different places to Naktisemara. We are active with the dispensary, social work activities like watershed programme, balwadies, outreaching education programme, Bal Panchayat to the children etc. Out reaching education schemes of CRS are going on in Seven Panchayats. Sisters are rendering wonderful service in the field of education by giving tuition to the village children. St. Thomas Day was celebrated solemnly.
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Bishop's Visit to America



DEEN BANDU SAMAJ Sr. Therese DBS reached Ellington, U.S.A. on 30 May, 2007 for pastoral services. Seven of our Aspirants completed their aspirancy and entered into postulency on 22 June, 2007. Kumari Sheetal Bakde and Master Diteshwar Dewangan, 5th class students of Gyanodaya School, Adawal, have scored the first and fourth ranks respectively in the C.G. Board examination of Vth class in the District level. Our Bishop visited our community in Italy.



Congratulations Bastar Dhwani wishes God's blessings to Rev. Sr. Elsa Kizhakayil SABS as she celebrates the Silver Jubilee of her religious profession!



His Excellency Mar Simon Stock Palathra CMI was in the United States of America from 18 June to 22 July 2007. During these days he visited Chicago, Florida, Atlanta, New York, Amarillo, Texas, Dallas, Baltimore, New folk, Virginia, Philadelphia, New Jersey and Connecticut. He participated in the Syro-Malabar Convention at Miami, Florida from June 28 to July 01. On July 4th he was the main celebrant for the parish feast of St. Thomas Parish, Bronx. He went around the States to visit all the priests of Jagdalpur mission who work in USA. In Amarillo he met the bishop of Amarillo. In New York, he met Most Rev. Robert A. Brucato, Vicar General of the Archdiocese of New York. On 20th July, His Excellency visited the CNEWA office in New York where he met Msgr. Stern. In New York he also visited the director of the propagation of faith of the Archdiocese of New York. The parish priest and the parishioners of Immaculate Conception Church, Irvington where Rev. Fr. John Nambusseril serves, gave a grant reception to the bishop. The people have expressed their willingness to assist our diocese by sponsoring the seminarians and the orphan children. All throughout the States, he went around visiting the sponsors and the well-wishers of the diocese. Fr. John Nambusseril CMI from New York
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The ceremony was highlighted by the outstanding performances on the stage by the first years for the first time and by the seniors. We welcomed our Bishop Mar Simon Stock Palathra CMI who spent some time with us on his way back form his foreign visits. And it was for the first time the new comers met their Bishop!



News from the Formation Houses



We eag erly wait for the ar rival of Fr. Babu Manneduppankuzhy CMI, the new vice rector.



Gurukul, Kondagaon



Suman Ashram, Palli New Rector and Team



The doors of Gurukul were opened again after the holidays when seven brothers of the fourth year batch reached here in the middle of May. The exceptional power cut and water shortage in Jagdalpur led many to make haven here in the cool climate of Kondagaon! New Year, new Rector! Fr, Dominic Perunilam took charge as the fifth Rector of Gurukul on 3 June, 2007. Bro. Jomon Thekkeniyil is the new regent. On June 19 Gurukul welcomed its new 'sishyas' from Chhattisgarh and Kerala. Fifteen candidates from Kerala and six from Chhattisgarh set foot in Gurukul for the first time. They were welcomed cordially according to the tradition of Bastar with dances and garlanding. The new Accadmic Year was inaugurated on 2 July, 2007 on the auspicious occasion of Dukrana by Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakumkara CMI, the Proto Syncellus of the eparchy of Jagdalpur.
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This year the Suman Ashram Community is blessed with a young and energetic team. Fr. Sebastian Mavunkal took charge as the new rector on 12 July, 2007. Fr. Tiju Mankottil CMI joined the community as assistant Rector on August 1, 2007 with the new batch of first years from Kerala. Br. Saju is the new regent. He has secured distinction for B. Com from K. E. College, Mannanam. Congratulations! Present Community All our aspirants are under an umbrella today. We have four batches here. Among them three of them do their second year degree at PG College Dharampura, eight of them do plus two studies and seven of them do their plus one studies. We have seventeen younger brothers as first years and among them two are from the north.
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Good bye to Fr. Jose Nediyakala CMI The Suman Ashram Community bid farewell to Rev. Fr. Jose Nediyakala CMI who was serving this community as the Rector for one year.



message of the day. Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakkumkara CMI, Rev. Fr. Sebastian Elavuthingal CMI, the rector and the representatives from the neighboring communities were present for the function. Along with them we had a special guest from Ireland, Fr. Ray.



The New Academic Year



Church in the Making



Rev. Fr. Provincial officially inaugurated the academic year on August 3, 2007. Duing the prayer service, he spoke about the three fold dimensions of vocation.



The construction of our church is slowly but steadily progressing. It is expected to be over by the end of this year. Bastar Darshan



Friends who shared our Joy Rev. Fr. Josey Thamarassery visited us with gifts and shared his experiences. The staff and students of Gurukul, Kondagaon visited us on their way to Chitrkoot.



As a part of our classes on Bastar culture, we visited a few historically important places in Bastar. Being with the People The brothers have already started marvelous services in different parishes and near by villages.



Samanvaya, Kolchoor Welcome Note



Vianney Bhavan, Parpa



The new batch of Samanvaya arrived on June 22, 2007. Rev. Fr. Master accorded them a warm welcome. There are sixteen brothers altogether. Out of these sixteen, fourteen belong to the different CMI provinces and two of them from Bijnor diocese. Inauguration of the Academic Year The new academic year in Samanvaya began on July 2, 2007. Rev. Fr. Alexander Maramattam CMI, the provincial gave an edifying
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A new chapter was opened in the history of Vianney Bhavan as we started to send the second year minor seminarians to Hindi medium school. It is a help to be familiar with the local students in order to learn the language of the land and to appreciate the local culture. St. Thomas Day was solemnly celebrated. There was a thrilling Volley ball match followed by a speech competition. Vianney Bahavan extended a hearty welcome to Rev. Fr. Siby Kunnel and the new regent Br. Santhosh Kalladayil. 42
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Congratulations



Interviews with missionaries



Fr. Josey Thamarassery CMI has completed his D. Th. from the Westfälischen Wilhelms University of Muenster. He has done his doctoral thesis on the theme "Church as sign and Sacrament of Unity: Steps to a contextual Mission theology for India". In his work, he has attempted to analyze the present situation of India with its different diversities like, religious, cultural, economical etc., and to find out which model of being the Church can better fit into such a situation. He has been awarded Doctorate with the grade Summa cum Laude. Congratulations to you, Fr. Josey!



This is a new series in which the missionaries share their views and vision about mission in Jagdalpur diocese. In this issue we have Rev. Fr. Annie Valiyaveetil SABS, the provincial superior of Pavithratma Province, Jagdalpur. Q. What is your impression about the growth that our diocese has achieved so far? How do you view this growth? Sr. Annie: I am happy with the slow but steady growth our diocese has achieved. We cannot measure the growth as we measure the fast developing science and technology. I prefer to say that the development we see is an integral development, which is the most wanted development for the betterment of any society. Q. Can you evaluate the contribution made by the SABS sisters in building up the Church of Christ in Bastar and are you happy about the functioning of the sisters?



Rev. Fr. John Nambusseril CMI and Rev. Fr. Mani Kadaplackal CMI have secured Masters in Educational Administration and Leadership from Fordham University, New York on 19th May 2007. Bastar Dhwani wish you congratulations.



Sr. Annie: We have been working in this diocese from the beginning onwards. I think our sisters are actively participating in the growth of the Church of Christ in Bastar. Our sisters are undertaking different apostolate and I am happy and satisfied with my sisters' functioning. We work in one of the rare fields of education, namely educating the mentally challenged children. My sisters are doing valuable service in this field of education. Q.
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What is your view about evangelization? Of course we had in our mind when 44
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we came from Kerala that we would preach the Gospel to those who never had the chance to know about Christ? Sr. Annie: I should say sincerely that we all have the desire to preach Gospel in this area where too much of tribulations are there or too much of obstacles are there. But many a times we lack courage to preach. For example, we have many schools, but very seldom we try to speak or quote from the Bible. Everyone has the freedom to preach one's own religion but as Christians we lack the courage for direct evangelization. Q. Today the Catholic Church is accused that it is an institutionalized Church. No Congregation in the Catholic Church is exempted from it. How do you see this accusation? Sr. Annie: I too agree with it partially. As a community we need institutions, but they should be the channels of our apostolate. It is true that the Church has, to some extent, a leaning towards institutions. There are many other modes of serving the needy but they are not systematized and least looked into. The system of Jesus was very simple but effective. We have to evolve such a mode of working for Christ. Q. But, when we look into the evangelization process followed by the protestant groups, they without fear enter into direct evangelization, and they made a lot of progress in it. What difference, do you see between the Catholic and Protestants in evangelizing? Sr. Annie: They too proclaim Jesus, it is true. But according to me our way of proclamation is mature, because we never make a person, a Christian follower, all on a sudden. We try to provide the people the most needed thing, the love of Christ. Simply baptizing many for the sake of baptizing is not a mature way of evangelizing. This difference I see in this area. Q. A Church without supporting the poor and needy may not be called a Church of Christ, because Christ himself was poor. How far could you see this aspect in the Church 45



VOL. 33, AUGUST 2007



particularly in your province? Sr. Annie: Personally I feel that we do a lot of help to the poor. But when we do something by sacrificing our needs, it becomes more and more valuable and meaningful. Today many of us do a lot not by sacrificing something of our comfort, but what we get from others. In our province we run hostels and Hindi medium school. The funding of such institutions is not coming from anywhere but from our sacrifice for the cause of the poor children. We are planning to have many more such programmes like training the youth in the field of herbal medical treatment as well as naturopathy as Bastar has many expertise village persons. Q.



How do you see the future of the tribals?



Sr. Annie: Of course through our effort we can bring about a lot of changes, by making every village self sufficient to meet their needs. Q.



Are you a Gandhian proponant in this thought?



Sr. Annie: May be. The only way for the tribal to get out from their misery is become aware of their potency to become somebody in the society. An integral development plan should be chalked out for the tribals. In this area we can do a lot. Q. As a religious sister, what is your expectation about a priest? Or how do you expect a priest should be? Sr. Annie: A man of spiritual and human integrity. Priest should stand for the people, especially for the poor and downtrodden. This integral aspect is not found in many priests. Q.



How do you evaluate the present formation programme of religious?



Sr. Annie: In formation, the first and foremost thing that matters is the personal orientation one has towards religious life. Whatever the formator gives to a person under formation is only a support or an 46
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addition. It depends on the personal disposition one has towards the chosen life. In general our formation must be more human and spiritual. We cannot forget one thing that circumstantial factors affect our formation. Personal values are not cherished, rather we move with the trends. We need to have timely evaluation in our personal and community life and work. Q. How do you feel about the work, which we do, directly or indirectly for the proclamation of Gospel? Sr. Annie: I am satisfied, not in its full sense. Many a time we are satisfied with the minimum. Though we can travel miles and miles ahead, we stop with minimum distance. It may be due to the reason that we are not ready to take any risk in life. Q



. What is your opinion about helping the poor and needy by the religious?



Sr. Annie: I am satisfied with the help we do now, but still there are miles to go. We are in need of many good Samaritans as the difference between the have and have not's become more and more conspicuous. We have to find areas where we alone can contribute. We have to inspire the new generation through positive attitude and personal life witnessing.



Memories of Sr. Maria Palackal SABS (Interviewed by James Tharakan CMI Sr. Maria Palackal SABS was born on March 23, 1951 at Chennamkary Parish of Changanacherry Archdiocese, Kerala as the second daughter of Mr. Dominic Joseph and Late Mrs. Mary Kutty Joseph. Her baptism took place on 1 April, 1951 and the confirmation was on 19 March, 1963. After her high school studies at Chennamkary, she joined the Adoration congregation on 2 June, 1969. On completion of the Novitiate at Mamoodu in Kerala, she committed herself to the Lord on 1 May, 1971 and made her final profession on 28 April, 1978. After the graduation she was 47
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appointed as a teacher at Mainpuri in Agra. She was an efficient teacher and cared the students for their all-round development. The poor and the needy received special care from her. She used to take the children to the chapel and make them to recite the rosary. She was an ardent devotee of Blessed Virgin Mary. Sr. Maria has served the congregation in various capacities like a superior, principal, and an efficient teacher in different places like Orrisa, U.P., M.P. and Jagdalpur. Sr. Maria was suffering from Cancer since two years. She has undergone the surgery in Vishakhapatnam in 2004 and also had another surgery at Trivandrum. In July, 2006, she became very serious and was taken to B.S.R. hospital Bhilai and came to know that the sickness has affected the whole body. It was confirmed that all medical helps were of no avail. She was brought back to the provincial house in Jagdalpur from Bhilai. She has accepted her life of suffering as a special call from God and never raised any complaints never demanded any special facilities for her. Even for the least help, received from others in her suffering bed, she was very grateful. On 26 August, after receiving the Holy Communion at 8:20 a.m., in the presence of provincial superior, fathers, sisters and faithful her soul flew to heaven to receive the eternal reward. The funeral ceremony took place on 28 August at Kolchur. Rev. Fr. Thomas Vadakumkara C.M.I., the Proto Syncellus of the Diocese, conducted the ceremony, along with many priests, religious, faithful and friends. She was very simple in her dealings and was pious and prayerful. She took her sufferings happily drawing courage from the Eucharistic Lord. She was cheerful and very submissive to the superiors and was very punctual in her spiritual exercise. May the Good Lord grant her eternal bliss! Let us thank the Lord for the innumerable blessings that He has showered on all of us through Sr. Maria Palackal. Let us remember her in our prayers.



BISHOP'S PROGRAMME 06 07 08 11 13 14 15 17 19 20 25 01 03 04 07 08 10 11-12 12 15 16 20 21 23 25 27-28 29 31
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August 2007 Divine Liturgy at Parpa Recollection for eparchial priests at Kolchoor Divine Liturgy at Gurukul, Kondagaon Divine Liturgy at Vinayalaya, Bhanpuri, evening to Parpa Blessing Divine Liturgy at Bacheli Divine Liturgy at Thellimarenga To Kerala Chethipuzha Ramapuram, Muttuchira Synod Chethipuzha September, 2007 To Thuckalay Profession of SABS sisters at Edathua Divine Liturgy at Vadakkekara Pulincunnu To Nagpur To Raipur MP & CG, Raipur To Jagdalpur To Bhopal Installation, to Ujjain Ashta To Jagdalpur October 2007 To Hyderabad To Bangalore Golden Jubilee celebrations of Dharmaram, Bangalore To Mysore To Jagdalpur via Vishakhapatanam
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The First Year Minor Seminarians of the Diocese



Telephone Numbers Fr. Maliekal Abraham Sr. Provincial SABS Fr. Kurian Macheril Fr. Joy Kollamparambil Samanvaya Sr. Teresa DBS, USA Fr. Jose Eroorickal CMI Fr. Jimmy Vadakemury CMI Fr. Mathew Thelly CMI Fr. Jose Palathara C.M.I. Fr. Kurian Zachariah (Mampara) Fr. John Nambusseril CMI Fr. Thomas Kadalikkattil CMI Fr.Benny Chirayilparambil CMI Fr. George Vadakkinezhath CMI Fr. Sunny CMI Fr. Varghese Thanath CMI Fr. Baby Mangattuthazhath CMI Fr. James Panackal CMI Fr. Xavier Thanamavungal CMI Fr. Mani Kadaplackal CMI Mr. Alex, CNEWA CNEWA, Kakkanad, Kochi
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Abhilash Vadakkemury, Muvattupuzha, Kothamangalam



Shinumon Kizhakkamcherril



Delvin Puthusseriyil, Koottumugham, Thalassery



Shobin Kizhakkayil, Madathil, Thalassery



Sandeep Ekka,



Raju Tirkey,



Bijapur, Jagdalpur



Jagdalpur



Manu Malayattil



Jomet Chakkalackal



Kulathuvayal, Thamarassery



Kottiyoor, Mananthavady



Jobish Kuruvikattukunnel Alex nagar, Kottayam



Kothapara, Kanjirapilly



Jithin Ezhunnoottil Edathua, Changanachery
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Best Wishes Jebeen Ekka



Elbin Varickamackal



Chiurgaon, Jagdalpur



Pulikurumba, Thalassery



Delvin Puthusseriyil Koottumugham, Thalassery



Deepak Kujur Chotte bettia, Jagdalpur



Charles Kandarapalliyil Madampam, Kottayam



Bibin vattanirappel Thuruthipally, pala



Rev. Fr. Kurian Mampara started his Service in USA. His services to the Catholic Community in Bacheli are highly appreciated. The new church of Bacheli is the fruit of his hard work. Bastar Dhwani wishes him all the best in his new apostolate.



Bastar Dhwani The next issue of Bastar Dhwani will be published in December, 2007. Please send news, articles, photos etc. before November 30. Your suggestions, remarks and corrections are most welcome.



Alby Chirambattu Manipara, Thalassery



Alan Kizhakebhagath Mullaringadu, Idukki



Chief Editor, Bastar Dhwani Bishop's House, Lalbagh Jagdalpur PO, Bastar Dt. CG 494001 E-Mail: [email protected] [email protected]



Ajin Kizhakethil Poonjar, Pala
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KNOW THE PEOPLE OF THE LAND



GONDS Gonds, who call themselves 'Koytoria', is the largest tribal group of Bastar in terms of population. In Bastar the three main sub castes of Gonds are Maria, Muria , and Dorla. The name Gond is extracted from the Telugu word 'Konda' which means hill. Agriculture, collecting minor forest produce, forging metal goods in cottage industries, fishing, hunting, and other primary sector activities are the main activities of Gonds. Marriages are preferred within the blood relations. Sometimes mock elopements are also arranged. Gonds have pro-fertility mentality. Divorces, remarriages, widow marriages, marriages with the wives of the brothers and between brothers and sisters are common. In the event of the death of the husband the widow can marry the younger brother and in all cases he need not be unmarried. She also can marry the elder
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brother of the deceased husband or any one else. Dowary system also exists among them- But the groom has to pay bridal price to the father of the girl and this system gives respect to women and held their position on top. The Gond tribals of Bastar have their own 'Ghotul' system in which the un married young mature boys and girls live together in separately made huts and copulate. During this time they enjoy themselves by participating in dancing, music, and local story telling etc in a drunken mood. Inspite of these they get knowledge of different social activities. The members can get out of the ghotuls to marry. This Ghotul system is mostly found among the Muria Gond tribes and the origin of this system is related with their goddess 'Lingopan'.
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Dhwani August






He has been awarded Doctorate with the grade Summa cum. Laude. Congratulations to you, Fr. Josey! Rev. Fr. John Nambusseril CMI and Rev. Fr. Mani Kadaplackal CMI have secured Masters in Educational Administration and Leadership th from Fordham University, New York on 19 May. 2007. Bastar Dhwani wish you ... 
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