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Digital Research Project Requirements Spring 2011 Lester and Hamilton, 10th Honors World Literature/Composition Assignment Students will work collaboratively in small groups (no more than four) to research an issue facing veterans serving in and/or returning from duty in Afghanistan and Iraq. Students will create a group wiki (using Wikispaces) to share the findings of their inquiry through traditional text prose and multimedia . Possible Research Topics/Lines of Inquiry Traumatic brain injuries Post traumatic stress syndrome (specifically as it relates to these veterans) Increased suicide rate Homelessness Addiction (prescription and/or illegal drugs and/or alcohol) Increased rates of domestic violence Women’s issues Denial or limited medical treatment for physical injuries and/or mental health from the military and/or Veterans’ Administration Family issues and the impact on military marriages, spouses, and children Common Class Research Questions What is the issue? Define the issue and flesh out details of this issue as it relates to veterans of the Iraq and/or Afghanistan wars. What are the physical and emotional effects of this issue on veterans? Are any specific groups of veterans impacted by this issue more than others? What are current solutions/treatments/programs for addressing this issue? Which solutions/treatments/program are most effective and how/why? What is the outlook for addressing this issue? General Timeline Friday, March 18: Introduce project Monday, March 21—Wednesday, March 23: Pre-searching, finalize topics and groups [collect your database bookmarks and web-based URLs in Google Docs until we set up NoodleTools] Thursday, March 24: Groups will create 1. Group NoodleTools master project for housing Woks Cited and Notecards 2. Group wiki pages Friday, March 25: Group contract/decision making; research Day Monday, March 28---Friday, April 1: research, notetaking, group discussions, group reflections; first notecard check will be Friday, April 1 Monday, April 11-Friday, April 15: research, notetaking, group discussions, group reflections; second notecard check will be Friday, April 15; evaluate information sources checklist Monday, April 21-Friday, April 25: drafting and multigenre elements Monday, April 28—Friday, May 1: drafting and multigenre elements; project should be completed by Friday, May 1. Monday, May 2—Friday, May 6: peer review of group projects and group self-assessments Lester and Hamilton Spring 2011 Digital Research Project Requirements |
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Digital Project Requirements: Information Sources and Citation Management Each group will be required to use at least eight(8) information sources that will be carefully evaluated for credibility, relevance to the group research questions, timeliness. Wikipedia articles without editing flags may be used. You must use at least 2 database information sources; other sources may include resources from the research pathfinder, videos, blog entries, interviews, news articles, magazines articles, print books or digital books, or websites; all sources should be carefully and thoughtfully evaluated. Each source on the final Works Cited list must be used at least once in the project. Each group will share a collaboratively created NoodleTools Project---Ms. Hamilton will lead the creation and sharing of this collaborative citation management work space. Each group will be required to create a minimum of 25 notecards (5 minimum per research question). We will give each notecard a heading; we will also complete the “direct quote”, “paraphrase”, and “my ideas” sections—tags will be optional. Two notecard checks will be built into the calendar; we will provide dates and instructions for these formative assessments. We will complete the annotation field for each source—provide a 3-4 sentence abstract/summary of the information source. Parenthetical references/in-text citations will be provided throughout your project just as you would do so for a traditional text only paper.



Group Wiki Requirements  Each group wiki will follow the organizational requirements established by Ms. Lester and Ms. Hamilton (see page 3 )  You will incorporate appropriate MLA parenthetical/in-text citations on each wiki page.  For each parenthetical citation, please hyperlink back to the original source (Ms. Hamilton will demonstrate for you).  You may embed photos or videos as appropriate (if they are an information source or enhance the reader’s understanding of the topic) on each wiki page. If using photos, please use copyright friendly photos (sources for these are on our research pathfinder (http://theunquietlibrary.libguides.com/veterans-2011 ) and include a caption (Ms. Hamilton will show you how to include a caption).  For each wiki page, at least one meaningful and originally created multigenre element must be incorporated into the text/narrative. The multigenre element must relate in some significant way to the content on the page. Please embed these elements into the page; Ms. Hamilton will provide assistance with content embedding. Please see page 4 for the multigenre menu.
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Group Wiki Project Requirements The model template is available at http://samplewikifiedresearch.wikispaces.com/ Aesthetics     



Each page should use a clean and easy to read color/design scheme Each page will follow the organizational structure detailed below Each page will be free of spelling and grammatical errors Each page will be labeled appropriately All images must be Creative Commons licensed/copyright friendly images with a link attribution



Organization Navigation Bar Ms. Hamilton will help you customize the navigation bar once you have created each page.  Home >include group member names (first names only, please) > research topic >research questions > “Dear Reader” letter (see page 6 )  Defining the Issue (will include your paragraphs, embedded multimedia, and minimum of one meaningful multigenre elements)  Impact of the Issue (will include your paragraphs, embedded multimedia, and minimum of one meaningful multigenre elements)  Current Solutions to the Issue (will include your paragraphs, embedded multimedia, and minimum of one meaningful multigenre elements)  Best Practices Solutions (will include your paragraphs, embedded multimedia, and minimum of one meaningful multigenre elements)  Outlook for the Issues (will include your paragraphs, embedded multimedia, and minimum of one meaningful multigenre elements)  Why This Issue Matters (instructions will be forthcoming)  Works Cited (we will import or embed from NoodleTools)  Group Discussions (we will use this space for research reflections and self-assessments)



Important Course Links Class Wiki Page: http://learning-21.wikispaces.com/ Class Course Page at Google Sites: https://sites.google.com/site/unquietlearning21/ Class Research Pathfinder at LibGuides: http://theunquietlibrary.libguides.com/veterans-2011 Group Project Template: http://samplewikifiedresearch.wikispaces.com/ Class Blog: www.connectwithmedia21.wordpress.com
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Multigenre Elements Menu Please refer to our research pathfinder or class wiki page for examples; I also have print packets you can look to for inspiration. Each element should reflect an investment of time and effort in crafting a substantial learning artifact to convey some significant or important idea/information synthesized from your research for your research question.



1. VoiceThread (this could informational or a multimedia work of fiction) 2. PhotoStory created movie 3. a Glogster 4. A Wordpress blog depicting entries from a fictitious vet dealing with the issue (at least 5-10 entries) 5. A Tumblr blog depicting entries from a fictitious vet dealing with the issue (at least 5-10 entries) 6. Skit or “One Act” play related to the issue 7. Found poem 8. Character or issue recipe 9. Artwork –we are looking for original artwork. Please get your art idea approved by Ms. Lester or Ms. Hamilton before beginning. 10. A condensed presentation zen slidedeck with narration (5-10 minutes): here is an example-http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=94OQr2bNIl8 . You will need Ms. Hamilton’s help if you choose this option. 11. Fictitious veteran FB page created with PPT or Publisher template we provide 12. Prezi presentation 13. Free verse poem (NO RHYMING!) 14. 14. Wordle or Tagxedo (word cloud) 15. Animoto video 16. Group response to a piece of research or reading with a video (Ms. Hamilton can help you create and put the video on YouTube) 17. Other suggestions may be approved by Ms. Lester and/or Ms. Hamilton



Lester and Hamilton Spring 2011 Digital Research Project Requirements |



4



Name:_____________________________________



Date



Learning Activity



Friday, 3/18/11 Monday, 3/21/11 Tuesday, 3/22/11 Wednesday, 3/23/11



Introduce project, pathfinder Pathfinder, pre-searching Pre-searching Complete pre-searching; Form groups based on research topics; complete group info sheet for Ms. Hamilton and Ms. Lester Create group NoodleTools project; review notecard procedures Create group wiki pages; make sure all group members join the group wiki; submit your group wiki URL to Ms. Hamilton via Google Forms Group contract/decision making day; research day Research day/notetaking Research day/notetaking Research day/notetaking Complete research reflections in class on group wiki page using the discussion thread tool



Thursday, 3/24/11



Friday, 3/25/11 Monday, 3/28/11 Tuesday, 3/29/11 Wednesday, 3/30/11 Thursday, 3/31/11



Friday, 4/1/11 Monday, 4/11/11 Tuesday, 4/12/11 Wednesday, 4/13/11 Thursday, 4/14/11



Friday, 4/15/11 Monday, 4/18/11 Tuesday, 4/19/11 Wednesday, 4/20/11 Thursday, 4/21/11 Friday, 4/22/11 Monday, 4/25/11 Tuesday, 4/26/11 Wednesday, 4/27/11 Thursday, 4/28/11 Friday, 4/29/11 Monday,5/2/11 Tuesday, 5/3/11 Wednesday, 5/4/11 Thursday, 5/5/11 Friday, 5/6/11



Notes



Group /class discussions Research day/ notecard check #1 Research day/notetaking Research day/notetaking Research day/notetaking Complete research reflections in class on group wiki page using the discussion thread tool Info sources assessment checklist Complete notetaking; notecard check #2 Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements; progress reflection Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Drafting and multigenre elements Peer review Peer review Peer review Peer review Group final self-assessment
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Dear Reader Letter for Your Group Wiki Home Page This is usually one of the LAST activities you complete even though it will come near the beginning. This serves as a guide for the reader. It provides the reader with some idea as to how to read the paper and the information they ought to know before reading the paper. This can also briefly discuss your journey with the assignment and the challenges faced. This letter is written in a letter-form with a salutation addressed to “Dear Reader.” If you are struggling with what to write, partner with someone and give them the highlights of the information you are supplying and the attitude your are striving to establish. Have your partner say back what they understood and ask questions that naturally arise in their mind. From their response, write a “letter” to the reader filling in the blanks they pointed out. Use this as a rough draft for your prologue, revisiting it and revising it as needed.



>What the group knew about the topic before the research began >What resources were used to find the information and which resources were most helpful for each specific research question >Highlights of what the group learned---what are the take aways from the learning experience? > How does the group research make a difference to each group member as a learner? To others? Why should someone take time to read and explore the group project? It should be multiple paragraphs---we are requiring at least four---see below. Include a closing. Example: Sincerely, Ellie Smith
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