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Doodle 4 Google Ireland ‘Ireland is...’ Lesson 4 Transition Year, 5th Year, 6th Year (including ‘Youth Reach’)



Doodle 4 Google is an exciting competition that gives students the chance to create a piece of art and design work with the potential to be seen by millions of people on the Google Ireland home page.



•M  aterials for making a visual timeline and/or film-making equipment (optional) • Internet access or materials for researching historical events



Activities



The aim of this lesson plan is to equip students to enter this year’s Doodle 4 Google competition, on the theme of ‘Ireland is...’. It contains activities to introduce the theme and inspire their imagination, as well as guidance for creating their entries.



1. Our Ireland – Our Journey



Curriculum links



• What is Ireland’s relationship with the wider world?



Subject: Art Strand: Drawing; Two-dimensional Art, Craft and Design



• How is Ireland viewed by the rest of the world?



Key objectives: Imaginative Composition and Still Life – Experimentation with a variety of media in an attempt to find the vehicle of expression that best suits the temperament of the individual and the nature of the composition. Although the lesson is primarily art-based, it also supports the History and English curricula.



Materials and equipment •D  igital projector connected to the internet to enable students to view the Google logo, images and video clips (if not available, printed images could be used) •G  oogle logo templates available from www.google.ie/doodle4google •E  xamples of Google doodles for special events from www.google.ie/logos • Plain A4 paper •A  selection of tools and materials for graphic activities, such as paints, colouring pencils, felt tips, ink, spray paints, pastels, chalks, brushes etc. •A  selection of images and/or information about Ireland’s historical events



www.google.ie/doodle4google



a) A  sk students to brainstorm and discuss their ideas around the following: • What does Ireland mean to me? • What does it mean to be Irish?



b) S  how students, and invite discussion around, a series of images to represent major people and events in Ireland’s history (e.g. St. Patrick, Henry Plantagenet, the sack of Drogheda, the Battle of Aughrim, Wolfe Tone, Daniel O’Connell and the movement towards Catholic Emancipation, the Great Famine, the Easter Rising, the establishment of the Irish Free State). If available, you could also present opportunities for students to explore the theme through primary sources (e.g. natural objects, artefacts, people). c) A  sk students to discuss the journey that Ireland has undergone through the years. Ask: How have events in Ireland’s past shaped modern Ireland? How are they reflected in the Irish spirit and identity? What might Ireland’s future journey have in store? As 2016 will mark the centenary of the Easter Rising, this is an excellent opportunity to allow students to commemorate, explore and reflect on this event in the context of Ireland’s identity. Students could examine the themes of standing up for what one believes is right (sometimes with tragic consequences) or finding strength and unity through hardship – both of which lay the foundations for Ireland today.



d) S  tudents could analyse the lyrics of ‘Amhrán na bhFiann’ or other patriotic songs (e.g. This Land is Your Land, Ireland’s Call) and discuss how the land, the Irish spirit and events from Irish history are reflected in Ireland’s national anthem and other Irish songs. Ask: In what way do they reflect the identity of Ireland today? If any students have lived outside Ireland, they could share their impressions before and after moving, and talk about how life in Ireland compares to the country in which they have lived. e) Challenge students to transfer ideas about the journey of Ireland and its identity into the medium of visual art. Ask students to work in groups or as a whole class to create a visual timeline of Ireland’s historic journey. This could incorporate painting, drawing, collage, photographs, words, phrases, poems, quotes etc. You could also give them the option of exploring this theme by creating short films or by using the performing arts. 2. The competition Show an example of the Google logo at www.google.ie/ logos. Discuss the way that the doodles work with the logo template, with different objects, colours, scenes and shapes creating the letters. You may also like to read through the tips for doodlers on the Doodle 4 Google website, and watch the video, in which the doodle team shares its advice for young artists. 3. Start doodling Ask students to use the ideas they have explored in the previous activities to create an entry for this year’s competition, on the theme of ‘Ireland is...’. They will express the ideas through drawing and experiment with different media and colours. They could consider the discussion questions below. •W  hat does Ireland mean to me and how can I express this visually? • What makes a successful doodle? • How can I make mine stand out? • What kind of art media will best suit my ideas?



www.google.ie/doodle4google



Give pointers about how to match drawings to the template (e.g. look at the word ‘Google’ – how might it be turned into an image? Look at the space in between each letter – what can you do with this space? Look at the space around the letters – can this become part of the design?). Students could start with a rough design and then move on to a finished piece of work and they may wish to work on their designs at home. Encourage them to incorporate a range of visual elements in their work (e.g. line, tone, texture, colour, shape, spacial organisation). They could also take photographs of their work to record its development at different stages. 4. Doodle gallery Make a gallery of the student doodles on the classroom wall, giving students an opportunity to display their work in a way that enhances it. Allow opportunities for students to talk about their finished doodles, explaining how each one expresses their view of Ireland, and to reflect critically on the artwork, suggesting how it might be improved. If possible, give students time to develop their doodles further, either in class or at home. 5. Supporting statement Each doodle needs to be given a title by the doodler, along with a written supporting statement. This should be of no more than 50 words and explain how their work represents the theme of ‘Ireland is...’. Students should summarise the concept of their work and why they have chosen this as their entry. Differentiation: More able students could mentor those less confident in fitting their ideas to the Google template, helping them talk through possible ways of going about their entries. Extension: Students could read, analyse and discuss the poem ‘Easter, 1916’ by William Butler Yeats, which describes the “terrible beauty” of the event and its consequences.
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