









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













1



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



2



INDEX MAINSTORMING – 2018



Bilateral Relations – I



1.INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD ............ 1 1.1 Cross LoC Trade with Pakistan ................................. 1 1.2 Indus Water Talks ..................................................... 1 1.3 Hafiz Saeed - Off the Hook....................................... 2 1.4 Ceasefire Violations in LoC ...................................... 3 1.5 Meeting of NSAs - India and Pakistan..................... 4 1.6 Enhancing India‘s Role in Afghanistan ................... 4 1.7 The Afghan connect .................................................. 5 1.8 India‘s Afghanistan Strategy .................................... 6 1.9 Significance of Pangong Tso .................................... 6 1.10 Ending the Doklam Standoff ................................. 7 1.11 Lessons from Doklam.............................................. 8 1.12 Doklam Uncertainty ............................................... 9 1.13 Worries about Brahmaputra .................................. 9 1.14 Gaining from UN Peacekeeping Operations - India and China ...................................................................... 10 1.15 India China Border Talks....................................... 11 1.16 Indo-Myanmar Ties ............................................... 12 1.17 Need for diplomacy in Rohingyas conflict ............ 13 1.18 Problems faced by Rohingyas in India ................. 13 1.19 China-Rohingya diplomacy ...................................14 1.20 Multiplicity of Challenges in Myanmar ............... 15 1.21 Nepali PM Visit To India .......................................16 1.22 Nepali Election Results ........................................ 17 1.23 Palk Bay Conflict - Deep Sea Fishing ................... 17 1.24 Refugees from Sri Lanka .......................................18 1.25 Delaying Constitutional Reform in Sri Lanka ......19 1.26 India and Maldives - Recent Developments ....... 20 2. BILATERAL RELATIONS ........................... 21 2.1 Indo-US Defence ties ............................................... 21 2.2 US-India Bilateral trade policy .............................. 21 2.3 Import of American Oil .......................................... 22 2.4 US Security Doctrine and its Impact on India ..... 23 2.5 US India Proposal on Defence Ties ....................... 23 2.6 Indo-Russian Defence Ties .................................... 24 2.7 RIC Trilateral Foreign Minister‘s Meet – The stakes for India ........................................................................ 25 2.8 India - France Defence Ties ................................... 26 2.9 India and France - Indian Ocean Region .............. 26 2.10 Israel - India Bilateral Relations ......................... 27 2.11 India & Japan - Agreements on the North-East.. 28 2.12 India - Japan Defence Ties................................... 28 2.13 Indo-Japan Strategic Partnership ....................... 29 2.14 India-Philippines Financial Aid........................... 29 2.15 Growing India-South Korea Relations ................ 30 2.16 India and South Korea - CEPA ............................. 31 2.17 India - ASEAN Cooperation .................................. 31 2.18 Need for Speeding RCEP Negotiations ............... 32 2.19 India-ASEAN Commemorative Summit - Delhi Declaration ................................................................... 34 2.20 Lessons from ASEAN for SAARC ........................ 35 2.21 ‗India Japan Australia‘ Trilateral & ASEAN ........ 36



2.22 Indo-EU Ties: A Shared Future ........................... 37 2.23 India and Quadrilateral Partnership ................... 37 2.24 India and ICAN .................................................... 38 2.25 Indian Judge at the ICJ ........................................ 39 2.26 India‘s Entry into Wassenaar Arrangement ....... 40 2.27 Quick facts ............................................................ 41 2.28 India - UNSC Permanent Seat ............................. 41 3. INTERNATIONAL ISSUES ......................... 42 3.1 New US legislation on H1B visa ............................. 42 3.2 Need for Gun Control Laws - US ........................... 43 3.3 US decertifying The Iran Deal ............................... 44 3.4 Fiscal Shutdown in the U.S .................................... 45 3.5 US Presidential Elections & Russian Tampering . 46 3.6 U.S leaves UNESCO ............................................... 47 3.7 Restrictions on Pakistan ........................................ 48 3.8 US Threat to Pakistan ............................................ 48 3.9 Suspension of Security Assistance to Pakistan ..... 49 3.10 U.S‘s Afghan Strategy ........................................... 50 3.11 US-China Trade Dispute ........................................51 3.12 US Migration Policy – Revocation of DACA ........51 3.13 Tensions between U.S & Russia ........................... 52 3.14 TPP without the US .............................................. 52 3.15 Jerusalem as Israel's Capital - US ........................ 53 3.16 UN Resolution on Jerusalem ............................... 54 3.17 Catalonia‘s Cry for Secession ............................... 55 3.18 Going Ahead With Catalonia ............................... 56 3.19 Kurdistan Independence Vote ............................. 57 3.20 Iraq-Kurdistan Conflict ....................................... 58 3.21 Anti-Government Protests in Iran ....................... 58 3.22 Dialogue between the Koreas .............................. 60 3.23 Missile Panic in Hawaii ........................................ 60 3.24 Unrest in Tunisia .................................................. 61 3.25 Threats by North Korea ....................................... 62 3.27 UN Sanctions on North Korea ............................. 62 3.28 China‘s sanctions on North Korea....................... 63 3.29 Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty .............................. 64 3.30 Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen ............................ 64 3.31 Yemen Blockade.................................................... 65 3.31 Fatah Hamas Conflict ........................................... 66 3.32 Aftermath of IS in West Asia ............................... 67 3.33 Bloodless Coup in Zimbabwe .............................. 67 3.34 Xiamen Declaration ............................................. 68 3.35 Bali Declaration .................................................... 69 3.36 Burundi Pulls out of ICC ...................................... 69 3.37 Developments on the Brexit ................................ 70 3.38 Ireland‘s Impact on Brexit .................................... 71 3.39 Political tensions in Ireland ................................. 72 3.40 EU‘s PESCO defence pact .................................... 73 3.41 WTO - Public Stockholding .................................. 73 3.42 Outcomes of the WTO Ministerial ...................... 74 3.43 US threats to WTO ............................................... 75



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



1



MAINSTORMING – 2018



Bilateral Relations – I 1.INDIA AND ITS NEIGHBOURHOOD 1.1 Cross LoC Trade with Pakistan Why in news? Cross LoC trade across Uri-Muzaffarabad route resumed this week after it was stopped over 2 weeks ago due to seizure of drugs form a truck. What is the significance of Cross LOC Trade? 



To ease tensions between India & Pakistan, to promote peace & economic activity in the state of J&K, crossLoC trade was started in 2008.







Through not very voluminous in nature, it helped connect the regions of J&K on both sides of the border.







The trade is through barter exchange& has by far has been a successful initiative.







The present ruling party of J&K, had promised to support this trade.







With increasing border tensions, trade across the Poonch-Rawalakot route has been stopped since July.







The Uri-Muzaffarabad route was also suspended following the recovery of Rs 300 crore worth heroin and brown sugar from a truck coming from PoK.



What are some steps to better this trade? 



Joint Investigation Teams should be set up to investigate cases of narcotic and arms smuggling across the border.







Trade Monitoring Cells should be constituted to keep a check on the traders and trade practices,.







Institutionalisation -Traders and chambers on both sides have come up with the idea of a joint chamber, which will have traders of both sides as well as the local chambers of Jammu and Kashmir and the Mirpur Chamber.







Support from both governments will help create more transparency in transactions and information flow among traders and chambers on across the LoC& within.







Training - It is important to impart training to LoC traders, with support from excise and security agencies.



1.2 Indus Water Talks Why in news? The latest round of talks between India and Pakistan on the Indus Waters Treaty has ended without any agreement. What is the significance of Indus water treaty? 



The Treaty was signed in 1960 between India and Pakistan and was brokered by the World Bank.







The treaty administers how river Indus and its tributaries that flow in both the countries will be utilised.







According to the treaty, Beas, Ravi and Sutlej are to be governed by India, while, Indus, Chenab and Jhelum are to be taken care by Pakistan.







However, since Indus flows from India, the country is allowed to use 20% of its water for irrigation, power generation and transport purposes.







A Permanent Indus Commission was set up as a bilateral commission to implement and manage the Treaty.







The Commission solves disputes arising over water sharing.







The Treaty also provides arbitration mechanism to solve disputes amicably.



What are the possible threats to water sharing?
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Though Indus originates from Tibet, China has been kept out of the Treaty.







If China decides to stop or change the flow of the river, it will affect both India and Pakistan.







Climate change is causing melting of ice in Tibetan plateau, which scientists believe will affect the river in future.



What is the recent talk about? 



The second round of discussions was held in World Bank headquarters.







The talks were on the Ratle and Kishanganga hydroelectric projects.







In August 2017, the World Bank allowed India to construct the dam.







Pakistan alleged that the construction of the dam was not in line with the Indus Water Treaty.







The agreement has not been reached at the conclusion of the meetings.







The World Bank will continue to work with both countries to resolve the issues in an amicable manner and in line with the Treaty provisions.







Both countries and the World Bank appreciated the discussions and reconfirmed their commitment to the preservation of the Treaty.



What is the role of World Bank in the treaty? 



The World Bank remains committed to act in good faith and with ―complete impartiality and transparency‖ in fulfilling its responsibilities under the Treaty.







The World Bank‘s role in relation to the ―differences‖ and ―disputes‖ is limited to the designation of people to fulfil certain roles when requested by either or both of the parties.



1.3 Hafiz Saeed - Off the Hook Why in news? Pakistan government has recently withdrawn terror charges against Hafiz Saeed. What is the case? 



Pakistan‘s Punjab provincial government had initially detained him in January under the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA).







This action was to avoid sanctions by the UN‘s ‗Financial Action Task Force‘ (FATF) which was to review Pakistan.







It also came in the backdrop of immense US pressure.







Last week, terror charges against Sayeed were dropped.







His detention will however continue under the milder ‗Maintenance of Public Order‘ Ordinance.
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Notably, these developments come in the backdrop of US praise for Pakistan in securing the release of an American couple held hostage by the Haqquani Network since 2012.



Hafeez Saeed



How does the future look? 



U.S. and Afghanistan have only just revived talks with Pakistan on reining in the Taliban.







Hence, Pakistan freeing Saeed will be seen as an open challenge to India, the U.S. and the international community.







If Saeed isn‘t brought to justice, then all the international declarations on terrorism will carry little weight in future.







The next round of the FATF, which is due at the end of this month, must be used to send a tough message to Pakistan.







Hafiz Saeed, is the chief of the Jamaatud-Dawa, which is a frontal organisation for Lashkar-e-Toiba.







LeT has been designated a terror group by the UN Security Council since 2002.







Despite ample evidence detailing Saeed‘s role in acts of terror against India, Pakistan has done little to curtail his activities.







He is said to wield immense clout over Pakistan‘s deep state.







He is also believed to have masterminded the 2008 Mumbai terror attack.



1.4 Ceasefire Violations in LoC Why in news? 2017 has marked highest number of Cease fire violations between India and Pak in LoC What is the status of cease fire violations in Line of control? 



The ceasefire between India and Pakistan has been in place since 2003, but there are increasing breaches in the agreements from both the sides.







As per official data there have been 820 ceasefire violations so far in 2017.







This is a fourfold increase when compared with previous year violations.







In 2017 Indian Army has lost 31 soldiers on the LoC, including 14 who died in ceasefire violations.







Another 17 died in counter-infiltration operations and other incidents on the LoC.







Sources estimate that the Pakistan army would have lost at least 12% to 15% more soldiers than India on the LoC this year.



Why ceasefire violations has increased in 2017? 



The cease fire violation and cross border infiltrations had started after terror strike on the Uri Army camp, in which 19 Indian soldiers were killed.







This was followed by the Indian Army Special Forces surgical strikes on terror launch pads across the LoC.







After which the Pakistan army came under a lot of pressure and started firing all across the LoC.
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In retaliationthe intensity and gauge kept increasing, the attacks started with direct firing weapons had transformed into indirect firing weapons later on.







At the same time, actual violence on the LoC is driven by the Pakistani government‘s alleged desire to push more militants into the Kashmir Valley in order to capitalise on the unrest.



1.5 Meeting of NSAs - India and Pakistan Why in news? National Security Advisers (NSAs) meeting between of India and Pakistan was recently held in Bangkok. What are the ongoing tensions between India and Pakistan? 



Ceasefire violations on the Line of Control (LoC) spiked sharply more than 825 incidents in 2017, compared to 228 in 2016. Pakistan arrested retired naval officer Kulbhushan Jadhav alleging that he was an R&AW agent in Baluchistan and denied consular access.







After India went to the International Court of Justice, the death penalty awarded to him by a Pak military court was kept in abeyance.







Public pronouncements by ministers and officials about Pakistan have been aggressive in recent days fuelling the turmoil.







People-to-people engagement between the two countries has been limited, except for some medical cases of Pakistani nationals.







The tensions in the Middle East and the role of Saudi Arabia in Pakistani domestic politics further complicates the situation.







Apart from this Pakistan‘s hostile relations with Afghanistan, and its parliamentary elections this year also makes bilateral Initiatives with India more complex.



What are the implications of the recent talks? 



It ended without any decisive conclusions.







India demanded a Director General of Military Operations (DGMO) level talk.







DGMOs of the two nations last met in December 2013, after a gap of 14 years.







But Pak army has refused to offer such talks, probably fearing that it would be perceived as a sign of weakness.







It is also yet to declare its causalities in LoC tensions.



What are the other channels of negotiations? 



India-Pakistan armies usually engage through weekly telephone calls between the two Military Operations (MO) directorates.







A Brigadier from the Indian MO directorate and a Colonel from the Pakistani MO directorate usually talk on Tuesday mornings.







The two DGMOs would also talk by telephone, if there is an urgent requirement.







The two sides have used the emergency hotline mechanism in recent months to complain about particular incidents on the LoC.







Apart from armies the DGs of Border security forces of both nations meet annually alternately in the two countries. ‗







Track-2 engagement, mainly involving retired diplomats, military officials and commentators, mostly takes place in third countries.







But these meetings have limited value and scope, unless blessed by the respective governments.



1.6 Enhancing India‟s Role in Afghanistan Why is the issue? India must expand its development role in Afghanistan further to enhance its security profile. What are the geo-political developments?



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



5 



India recently hosted both U.S. Secretary of State Rex Tillerson and Afghan President Ashraf Ghani for separate bilateral meets.







Also, USA & Afghanistan for the first time have been explicit in censoring Pakistan for its soft approach towards terrorism.







USA‘s new South Asia policy has proposed to increase its military footprint in Afghanistan.







Contrary to the past, the policy has underscored India‘s centrality in the ‗Af-Pak‘ theatre.







These developments present an opportunity for a formidable tri-lateral alliance in the subcontinent between Washington, Kabul & New Delhi.



What has been Kabul‟s response? 



Kabul has viewed these developments positively – thereby making a clear pro-India shift as opposed to Pakistan.







Mr.Ghani even suggested that Afghanistan would restrict Pakistan's access to Central Asia if it is not given access to India.







Indo-Afghan air corridor is also seen as an effective response to circumvent Pakistan‘s obstructionism.







Notably, India was even promptly briefed on the in the sixth Quadrilateral Coordination Group meeting.







The meet was between Afghanistan, U.S., China & Pakistan for reviving peace talks with the Taliban.



What has been India‟s role currently? 



In recent years, India has taken a high-profile role in Afghanistan.







It is one of the biggest donors to Afghanistan, having committed $3.1 billion since 2001.







Recently, it announced that it will be working on 116 new development projects over the next 30 areas.







India also envisions enhancing the capacity of the Afghan state and its security forces to fight their own battles more effectively.







This is in line with the requirements of the Afghan government as well as the international community.







Also, the current conducive conditions have demanded an increase in Indian activities – an opportunity that needs to be effectively capitalised.



1.7 The Afghan connect Why in news? The India-Afghanistan air corridor has been hit by a shortage of cargo planes. What is the importance of Air corridor? 



Afghanistan is a land-locked country & trade connectivity trough road has to pass through an unwelcoming Pakistan.







The air corridor project was proposed during the ‗Heart of Asia‘ summit in Amritsar in December 2016.







It was inaugurated few months ago & the political commitment shown by both sides was remarkable.







The Afghan government also heavily subsidises the transit for its traders.



What is the recent problem? 



Currently, it is fruits season in Afghanistan.







The lack of a secured provider for chartered flights in Afghanistan had caused recent disruptions.







On the Indian side, traders worry about clearing the perishable goods quickly through Indian customs as the process is yet to be streamlined.







Due to this, tonnes of perishable produce are not being able to make it to their destined markets in time.



What are the other projects that enhance connectivity to the west?
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India has committed $2 billion in development aid to Afghanistan.







ZaranjDelaram highway (which connects to Iran), the Herat dam (Friendship Dam), the Doshi-Charikar power project, and the construction of Afghanistan‘s parliament complex are completed.







India‘s plans for the Chabahar port in Iran and the trilateral agreement to develop transit trade is being worked on.







Itis yet to be ratified in Iran.







Tenders by India Ports Global Limited to develop berths as well as the railway line connecting Chabahar to the Afghan border at Zahedan (first planned in 2011) continue to be delayed.



1.8 India‟s Afghanistan Strategy Why in news? The government has plans to train Afghani police officers in India. What geo-political message does India convey? 



For Afghan - India plans to expand its security assistance to Afghanistan by training police officers, as part of a UNDP project.







This indicates a continued commitment for Afghan‘s security & stability by active capacity building.







For Pakistanand other countries in the region that deal with the Taliban, India‘s action conveys that it will not be deterred.







For U.S and its NATO allies, India makes it clear that will play a part in putting Afghanistan back on its feet in its own way.



How is the trade relationship? 



The decision to enhance security training comes on the heels of an India-Afghanistan trade fair in Delhi.







Regardless of actual transactions made, it will demonstrate a determination in exploring business possibilities.







Overcoming transit obstacles posed by Pakistan will be discussed.







The India-Afghan-Iran trilateral arrangement to circumvent geographical hurdles and the commitment to complete the ‗Chabahar port‘ development project soon is another reassurance.







A sustainable trade route from South Asia to Central Asia is therefore clearly in the making.



1.9 Significance of Pangong Tso Why in news? A series of clashes between Indian and Chinese army personnel are reported near Pangong Tso Lake. Pangong Tso 



Pangong Tso is a long narrow, deep, landlocked lake situated at a height of more than 14,000 ft in the Ladakh, Himalayas.







The 135 km-long lake sprawls over 604 sq km in the shape of a boomerang, and is 6 km wide at its broadest point.







The western end of Pangong Tso lies 54 km to the southeast of Leh.







The brackish water lake freezes over in winter, and becomes ideal for ice skating and polo



What are the reasons for the dispute? 



The Line of Actual Control (LAC) cuts through the lake, but India and China do not agree on its exact location.
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In 1999, when the Army unit from the area was moved to Kargil for Operation Vijay, China took the opportunity to build 5 km of road inside Indian Territory along the lake‘s bank.







From one of these roads, Chinese positions physically overlook Indian positions on the northern tip of the Pangong Lake.







As things stand, a 45 km-long western portion of the lake is in Indian control, while the rest is under China‘s control.







Most of the clashes between the two armies occur in the disputed portion of the lake



1.10 Ending the Doklam Standoff Why in news? After weeks of diplomatic negotiations, India and China agreed to disengage from the standoff on the Doklam plateau. What was the root cause? 



Doklam lies near the disputed Sikkim-Bhutan-Tibet tri-junction where the 89-square kilometre yak-grazing ground is claimed by both China and Bhutan.







The current tensions began when China was found to be constructing a road near the area.







India has intervened for Bhutan‘s cause & the Indian troops ventured more than 200m into Chinese territory to stop the construction work.







China has set the withdrawal of Indian troops from the area as a pre-condition for talks & India has asked China to give up the road project.



How has the border dispute panned over the years? 



The McMahon Line was the border demarcation which was agreed in 1914 Simla Convention between British India and the then Tibetian government, which is now not recognized by China.







Sovereignty over two large and various smaller separated pieces of territory have been contested between China and India.







Aksai Chin - This uninhabited high altitude wasteland is claimed by India as part of the Ladakh region in state of Jammu and Kashmir but is controlled and administered as part of the Chinese autonomous region of Xinjiang.







Arunachal Pradesh – This region has been administerd by the Indian union with a state government with considerable autonomy of its own. The entire of Arunachal is claimed by China as part of southern Tibet.







The 1962 Sino-Indian War was fought in both of these areas.







Small skirmish have been intermittently occurring in other areas across the disputed fringes of 4000km border ever since.







An intension to resolve the dispute was agreed upon in 1996, including "confidence-building measures" and a the establishment of a mutually agreed temporary Line of Actual Control.







Sikkim - With China acknowledging Sikkim as an integral part of India in 2003, a major border settlement was reached in the Sikkim sector except for a small region in the northern tip.



What is the recent development? 



After more than 2 months of negotiations, the Indian troops withdrew back from Doklam to their posts in Sikkim as a goodwill gesture as China promised to make adjustments.







Government sources have said that the process of disengagement had been almost completed and also verified by both sides.







This restores status quo ante at Doklam.







China had put off any plans to further construct the road in the disputerd area for the present.







But the statements issued by both the sides were inconsistent with each other.







It shows that both sides seem to have agreed to disagree, though not ideal, is a good sign.



What should to be done in the future? 



Diplomats must now repair the rupture in ties over the past few months that began with the cancellation of the Nathu La route for Kailash-Mansarovar pilgrims.
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Presently, it appears that China no longer recognises the gains made in the Special Representative talks in 2012 or the disputed nature of the Doklam tri-junction.







India, on the contrary has made it clear that it does not consider the Sikkim boundary settled.







Hence, both sides will have to walk swiftly on these basic issues.







Both must revert to the spirit of the Border Defence Cooperation Agreement of 2013, which laid down specific guidelines on tackling future developments along the 3,488-km boundary they share.



1.11 Lessons from Doklam What is the issue? 



The India - China standoff in Doklam is now resolved with diplomatic efforts.







However, the turn of events calls for India to pay attention to some larger questions on our military strength and support of other powers.



What accompanied the ending of Doklam standoff? 



A consensus was reached to enhance mutual trust, focus on cooperation and manage differences.







Revitalizing a series of dialogues mechanisms and to promote youth and educational cooperation was also agreed upon.







Stress was laid on mutually seeing each other as development partners rather than as threats.







Above all, both sides have displayed their intent to conduct comprehensive dialogues to sort out any future differences.



What should India learn from the Doklam issue? 



Army strength - India has to look into the relative strength of its military power as against that of China's.







With due acknowledgement to the professional Indian armed forces, the reality is that they do not outweigh the Chinese in a conflict scenario.







India's military strength was sufficient only to make a defensive response to the whole issue.







Infrastructure - The high density of infrastructure on the Chinese side has forced India to respond with the Line of Control (LoC) mindset in a disputed territory where India has strong claims.







Here again, India limited itself to a defensive position, as it feared of losing some territory.







It thus did not choose to draw the Chinese in and then inflict punitive losses.







The infrastructure on the Indian side, both strategic railway lines and important roads, has shown no significant progress over the years.







Military preparedness - India's military preparedness in this context is weaker in relation to its opponent.







The delay in military modernisation schemes have made army‘s ammunition reserves unsustainable even for a 10-day-long war.







Not properly equipped and stocked Indian armed forces seem to be unprepared and vulnerable, to a possibly two-front collusive threat from China and Pakistan.







Bhutan - Bhutan has been a strong Indian ally and has stood by New Delhi during the standoff.







However, views within Bhutan are strongly demanding a ―balanced foreign policy‖ i.e. opening of ties with China.







Also, there are high chances of resumption of the now cancelled Bhutan-China border talks.







The talks involve a swap for Doklam with disputed areas in the north, an offer which has always interested Bhutan.







All these developments are something which India cannot afford to ignore.







International support - Though being indirect, India got considerable support from the many countries in the Doklam issue.







The world nations' own relations with Beijing made it very difficult for them to state their support openly.







At this juncture, it is for India to seriously think on relying on international support against China if India and China were to clash again.



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



9 1.12 Doklam Uncertainty What is the issue? 



The resolution derived in the Doklam dispute by India and China is uncertain.







A trilateral pact engaging India-China-Bhutan is needed to address the long-standing dispute.



What is the present status of the Doklam dispute? 



After a long standoff in Doklam, India and china paused the dispute peacefully by diplomatic moves.







The 19th national congress of the communist party of China highlighted that the expeditious disengagement at Doklam was a peaceful and dialogue-based resolution.







Even India has earlier stated that the de-escalation was based on mutual agreement, this reflects a trust factor.







Nevertheless, both countries have embraced the disengagement as a diplomatic victory for their own sides.







This resulted in subduing strong public sentiments in both countries.







China even termed it as a victory for Asia, as these two big powers definitely have proven reasons to cooperate rather than to engage in conflict.



Why Doklam issue may haunt Sino-India ties in future? 



Lack of legal frameworks -The bilateral politico-legal frameworks are inadequate, with varying connotations and intent, both countries have been referring to the 1890 Convention of Calcutta signed between Great Britain and China.







Such boundary disputes involving China, India and Bhutan had also been referred to in the letters exchanged in 1959 between Prime ministers Jawaharlal Nehru and Zhou Enlai.







These letters are frequently interpreted by both countries to justify their contemporary stances.







Volatile Location -India argues that the trijunction lies near Batang La, China positions it further down south at Mount Gamochen.







Persisting claims and counter-claims related to patrolling the disengaged region, widening of the road by China just 10 km from Doklam, and the activity of armed forces is never-ending.







In 1965-66, China complained about the presence of Indian troops in the Doklam region.







But Bhutan claimed that the area in question was under Bhutan‘s sovereignty.







India claimed that Chinese intrusions happened at regular intervals in 1988 as well as in 2000.







Stand of Bhutan -It cannot be dictated to either by India or China.







Both India and China have been trying to make inroads into Bhutan but the post-Doklam scenario clearly suggests that China has the advantage.







China and Bhutan entered into a border-related agreement in 1988 and subsequently in 1998 prohibiting unilateral measures.







With India too, Bhutan had the friendship treaty to guide its foreign policy.







However, since the treaty was amended in 2007, Bhutan is under no obligation to seek such guidance.



1.13 Worries about Brahmaputra What is the issue? 



China plans to build a 1,000-km tunnel to divert water from the Brahmaputra in Tibet to the dry Xinjiang region.







This has created worries about Brahmaputra getting dried up, especially in Assam.
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Out of the total length of the Brahmaputra of 2,880 km, 1,625 km is in Tibet flowing as Yarlung Tsangpo.







918 km is in India and known as Siang, Dihang and Brahmaputra.







The rest 337 km in Bangladesh has the name Jamuna till it merges into Padma near Goalando.







As a trans-Himalayan tributary, Yarlung is substantially fed by snow and glacial melts, in addition to rainfall.



Why India shouldn‟t be worried? 



These fears are hardly based on objective data-based analysis.







Melting snow contributes merely 15-20% of the total volumetric discharge of the river.







Catchment - With the Himalayas acting as the barrier, Tibet is a rain shadow region with an annual precipitation of about 300mm.







As the tributaries cross the Himalayan crest line, the annual average precipitation reaches about 2000 mm.







Hence, a very large component of the total annual flow of Brahmaputra is generated to the south of the Himalaya in India.







Flow Rates - While the total annual outflow of the Yarlung River in China is estimated around 31BCM, the same for Brahmaputra towards the end at Bahadurabad in Bangladesh is about 606 BCM.







Further, the peak flows at the ‗Tsela Dzong‘ measuring station near the great bend in Tibet, is about 10,000 cumecs.







But the peak flow at downstream Guwahati is around 40,000 cumecs and at Bahadurabad in Bangladesh is 50,000 cumecs.







Similarly, during the lean season, flows at the mentioned locations read 400 cumecs, 4000 cumecs, and 5000 cumecs respectively.







Implication – The above data implies that the Brahmaputra gets fatter and mightier as it flows further downstream.







This is also because of the contributions of various tributaries like Dibang, Luhit, Subansiri, Manas, Sankosh, and Teesta.



Can water diversion affect sediment flow? 



Currently downstream Brahmaputra carries a huge sediment load on its run towards the sea.







River volume in the Yarlung River is not sufficient to generate and transport large sediment load.







Notably, the annual suspended sediment load near the Arunachal border in Tibet is around 30 million metric tonnes.







This is miniscule when compared to 735 million metric tonnes at Bahadurabad in Bangladesh.







Therefore, the large sediment load is created only in the downstream region in India.



What is the way forward? 



In the case of Brahmaputra, initial evidence suggests that Chinese diversions can‘t have a substantial impact on the Indian and Bangladeshi drainage networks.







It should be understood that structural interventions does not always reduce downstream flows.



1.14 Gaining from UN Peacekeeping Operations - India and China
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11 What is the issue? 



Despite troop contributions to UN peacekeeping missions, the returns in UN power play for India have been low.







Also, China's grip on UN affairs is increasing to the detriment of India.



What is UN Peacekeeping? 



The United Nations Security Council has the power and responsibility to take collective action to maintain international peace and security.







It thus authorizes peacekeeping operations to help countries that are conflict ridden and to create conditions for lasting peace.



What is China's role? 



In the emerging geopolitical scenario, China is increasingly taking a centre stage in the world affairs.







Amidst this, in UN peacekeeping missions, China has become the largest troop contributor among the permanent members of the UNSC.







More importantly, China is now the third-largest contributor to the UN‘s regular budget.







And the second-largest contributor to the peacekeeping budget.







China‘s participation in UN operations offers a low-cost means of demonstrating their commitment to global stability.







Also an assertion of its military and economic strength and its quest for great power status.







What is more concerning for India is China's greater involvement in selective peace operations with a selfserving motive.







E.g. China was against sending UN peacekeepers to Guatemala and Macedonia because they had established diplomatic ties with Taiwan.







This is evident of increasing front-lining of China in international affairs via the UN.



Why is it a concern for India? 



The UN, especially the UNSC, notwithstanding its charter of considering all countries as equals, functions more in a partisan way.







In practice, a nation‘s voice is in proportion to what it contributes towards the UN.







Notably, troop contributions to peacekeeping alone do not get their due in UN power politics.







It is the contribution of funds that matters more for having a powerful say in the decisions and getting pivotal posts in UN missions.







Sadly, India‘s contribution is below 1%, when compared to China‘s around 8% and U.S.‘s 20% plus.



What are India's demands? 



The current system excludes the troop and police-contributing countries (T/PCCs) from the process of framing the mandates.







Chinese involvement in peacekeeping and its higher funding contributions gives it a role in formulating peacekeeping mandates.







On the other hand, India is losing out despite having provided almost 200,000 troops in nearly 50 of the 71 UN peacekeeping missions over the past six decades, because of less fund contribution.







India thus demands an enhanced role for troops contributing countries in the decision-making process of UN peacekeeping missions.  There is also a need to ensure a more effective triangular cooperation between the T/PCCs, Secretariat and Security Council.  The cooperation should be enhanced in important policy and doctrinal issues being formulated in the field of peacekeeping.  The need is felt more with the increasing complexity of peacekeeping operations as well as with non-state actors becoming major players in many of these conflicts. 1.15 India China Border Talks
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12 What in news? The 20th round of the Special Representative (SR) talks between India and China on the border question was recently held. What is the significance?  India was represented by National Security Advisor Ajit Doval and China was represented by State Councillor Yang Jiechi (member of the Polite Bureau).  Significantly, Polite Bureau is the chief decision making body in China and this is first time that an official of such high-rank spearheaded the talks.  This meet is also important as it comes after a long pause of 20 months after the previous round (usual gap is 1 year) and after the 70 day Doklam standoff.  Above all, they were guided by the Modi-Xi agreements of 2017, including the ‗Astana consensuses‘ that ―differences must not become disputes‖. What are the focus areas?  Agreement on ―Political Parameters and Guiding Principles for the Settlement of the India-China Boundary Question‖ formulated in 20o5 is the key focus.  The three major parameters of discussion were o Defining the guidelines for the settlement of border disputes o Formulating a framework agreement on its implementation o Completing border demarcation  Notably, the SRs were given an extended mandate this year, and thus went well beyond the remit of merely discussing the resolution of boundary issues.  But despite all this bonhomie, there are multiple challenges that look difficult to resolve. What are the challenges?  Despite the signing of the 2013 Border Defence Cooperation Agreement, there has been a steady decline in relations in all spheres.  The border has seen more transgressions, people-to-people ties have suffered amid mutual suspicion.  China‘s forays in South Asia as well as India‘s forays into South-East Asian sea lanes have increasingly become areas of contestation.  India sees China‘s Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) and its other forays into the Indian neighbourhood as an endeavour for total geo-political domination.  Furthering its concern is the intrusive ―China-Pakistan Economic Corridor‖ that runs through the disputed PoK, and Chinese hurdles for India in the NSG and UN Security Council Resolutions on Terrorism.  In turn, Beijing sees the U.S.-India defence agreements, the Quadrilateral engagement with Japan, Australia and the U.S., and Indian opposition to the BRI as India‘s anti-China attitude. 1.16 Indo-Myanmar Ties What is the issue? Indian PM recently visited Myanmar What are the highlights of the visit? 



The timing of the trip was complex because Myanmar‘s army had launched brutal counter-attack against Rohingya rebels in Rakhine province which lies close to Mizoram.







India chose to ignore worldwide condemnation of the assault which has sent 1,25,000 people fleeing to Bangladesh.







Instead India issued a statement condemning ―the recent terrorist attacks in northern Rakhine State, wherein several members of the Myanmar security forces lost their lives‖.







India has taken the view that it must be sensitive to Myanmar's fears of secessionist ethnic groups.







Eight MOUs were signed between both the nations during this visit.



Why is Myanmar important to India? 



India shares a 1,640-km border with Myanmar, is central to its strategic North-East considerations.







India‘s keen to keep Myanmar in its orbit, mindful of how China is courting its neighbour.







Myanmar is in need of more diplomatic friends as it has irritants with its neighbours like Thailand and Laos.







Thus Myanmar has been one diplomatic success for India in its backyard.
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13 What can be done? 



India needs to build on its firmer relations by boosting its economic interests in the country.







The Sittwe port build by India in troubled Rakhine province, but I has not been maintained India need to concentrate on that.







India could encourage creation of a fisheries industry in the area.







India need to push forward in many ways and the Government has been generous with foreign aid.



1.17 Need for diplomacy in Rohingyas conflict Why in news? Myanmar has recently increased military deployment in the northern Rakhine area as part of its counter-insurgency efforts against Rohingyas. Who are the Rohingyas? 



The Rohingya are an ethnic Muslim group in the majority Buddhist country







They reside predominantly in Rakhine stateand speak a Bengali dialect.







They are not recognised by the Myanmar government as an official ethnic group and are therefore denied citizenship.







While it is claimed that there were no Rohingyas in Myanmar before the British brought ‗Bengalis‘ to Burma, there is sufficient evidence to show for the Rohingyas‘ pre-existence.







They are often said to be the world's most persecuted minority.



What is the issue in Myanmar? 



In the past ten months alone, nearly 100,000 more Rohingyas have been displaced, with three-fourths of them seeking refuge in Bangladesh and India.







The fundamental reasons for the violation of the human rights of the Rohingyas.







They suffer "mass atrocities" perpetrated by security forces in the northern part of Rakhine state.







There has been no effective international pressure to roll back such policies.







Neighbouring countries like Bangladesh, India and Indonesia have raised the issue with Myanmar only when the refugees became economically burdensome.



How is India affected by this issue? 



Migration-In India, there are nearly 40,000 Rohingya refugees, with 16,500 registered with the office of the United Nations Human Rights Commissioner.







Islamic extremism-Efforts of radical Islamists to influence some of the Rohingya youth, to capitalise on the situation and promote anti-India activities is possible







Political tensions-There are a few places in the country where politically instigated attempts are being made to re-locate them.







North-East security-India has a stake in the security conditions in upper western Myanmar adjoining the Naga self-administered zone where the Khaplang faction of the National Socialist Council of Nagalim operates.



1.18 Problems faced by Rohingyas in India Why in news? Union Home ministry‘s decided on deporting Rohingyas back to Myanmar. What is the current situation of Rohingyas in India? 



At least 40,000 Rohingyas have been estimated to have entered India.







Only 16,000 of them are documented.







Many Rohingyas living in India have long term visas and refugee cards issued by the United National High Commission for Refugees (UNHCR).







Majority of Rohingyas who fled to India are working for lower wages in Uttar Pradesh or Jammu or Haryana.
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The reason why a lot of them make their way to Jammu is because the avenues for employment in the unorganised sector are more.







The men mostly work as scrap dealers and construction workers, making anything between Rs 150 to Rs 300 a day, while the women mostly stay at home to take care of the children.



What problems are the Rohingyas facing in India? 



There are reported complaints open drains, unsanitary surroundings and slum-like conditions in the Rohingya camps across India.







Few children has been dead due to pneumonia, during the winter winds.







Snakes make a regular appearance during rains, as so do outbreak of dengue, diarrhoea and other diseases.







Some women refugees have reported instances of harassment.







The deporting announcements by Union government also made the community anxious.



Why should they not be deported now? 



Deporting Rohingyas is against the constitutional guarantees to refugees in India.







It is also against the principle of non-refoulement.







The principle of non-refoulement or not sending back refugees to a place where they face danger is a principle of customary international law and is a part of various conventions that India has ratified.







Many individuals remain in internally displaced camps in the central Rakhine state.







In this situation, it could be inhuman to deport them back to their nation.







UNHCR condemned India for its decision.



What is the government‟s rationale behind deporting Rohingyas? 



Although Indian has a reputation of welcoming refugees, it is not a signatory to the UN Convention on Refugees and the Protocol of 1967.







While magnanimity is India‘s character, it shouldn‘t be at the cost of its own security.







Complexity - Rohingya crisis involves not just Myanmar‘s internal politics.







It also affects the relationship between Myanmar and Bangladesh.







Myanmar is sandwiched between India, Pakistan, and Bangladesh on one side and the ASEAN neighbours on the other with large Muslim population.







There is also the global dimension with the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC) and the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation (OIC) having taken a very strident role in this whole issue.







Security - There has been a problem of growing Islamic radicalisation among the Rohingyas since the Afghan War of the late 90s.







It has been established that extremist organisations like Jamaat ul-Mujahideen Bangladesh have strong networks among Rohingyas.







The Indian intelligence has also discovered Pakistani Army & ISI connections with the ranks of ―Arakan Rohingya Army‖ which is currently involved in an insurgency against Myanmar.







Misuse - A lot of illegal immigrants from Bangladesh have been found to be using Rakhine as a springboard to get refugee status in India, Indonesia, Malaysia, Thailand and even Europe.



1.19 China-Rohingya diplomacy Why in news? China had announced a three stage plan on Rohingya diplomacy. What are the developments? 



A military operation by Myanmar in Rakhine, resulted in around 600,000 Rohingya fleeing the province to Bangladesh.







This snowballed into a humanitarian crisis and a war of words between Dhaka and Naypyidaw.







In this background that China stepped in with its three-point plan.







Subsequently, an agreement was reached between Myanmar and Bangladesh to repatriate Rohingya refugees.
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If the agreement took effect successfully, China had promised economic assistance for the long-term development of Rakhine.



What is China‟s strategy? 



Recently China announced that ―as a friend of both Myanmar and Bangladesh, Beijing is willing to keep playing a constructive role for the appropriate handling of the Rakhine State issue‖.







It is an attempt to show itself in a new, more positive light in the region.







The ―three-stage plan‖ was described by China on Rohingya diplomacy 1.



A ceasefire on the ground - This is seen as an efficient plan, as people will no longer flee to neighbouring countries.



2. Talks between Myanmar and Bangladesh - This is to work out the modalities of return of the Rohingya from their camps in Bangladesh to their homes in Rakhine. 3. Poverty alleviation - As a long-term solution. 



Myanmar responded with the plan that it was in line with Myanmar‘s own views, and thanked China for its ―assistance as a friend in between the eternal neighbours.



What are the implications for India? 



Despite its old ties with Myanmar, India struggles to find the right tone in relations with that country.







India missed a right moment to take leadership in a regional crisis due to limited views on the Rohingya.







India has a misguided notion that even a bare mention of the humanitarian problem then unfolding in the Rakhine would anger Myanmar and send it rushing to China.







Now it is clear that India has a long way to go, and a lot to learn from China.



Why has China been pro-active? 



China has put pressure on Myanmar because a protracted conflict in Rakhine will be decidedly against Beijing‘s economic interests.







Rakhine is an important link in its Belt and Road Initiative and China is building a $7.3 billion deep-water port in the province.







It has also invested $2.45 billion to build an oil and gas pipeline connecting coastal Rakhine to Yunnan province in Southern China.



What are the challenges? 



While the signing of a repatriation deal suggests some positives, the details of the agreement are very preliminary.







The agreement had mandated an immediate ceasefire in Rakhine to halt further displacement which hasn‘t been declared yet.







Also, the number of Rohingya who will be sent back or the timeline for repatriation hasn‘t been revealed.







It is also not clear whether the refugees themselves want to go back to a place they had fled in such perilous circumstances.







There is also no indication thus far, that a resettlement plan is taking shape.



1.20 Multiplicity of Challenges in Myanmar What is the issue? Besides the infamous Rohingya crisis, Myanmar also saw multiple challenges on the fronts like press freedom and the ―Panglong peace process‖ in 2017. What are the events that defined Myanmar of 2017? 



Both the civilian government and the military establishment of Myanmar (which is politically powerful), had a rough 2017.







The issues of - Threats to press freedom, Rohingya refugee crisis, and peace process with the country‘s armed ethnic groups got international attention.







The civilian government of Ms.Suu Kyi‘s NLD, attracted severe criticism for its failure to act on these issues more effectively.
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Press Freedom - At least 11 journalists of (both Myanmarese and foreigners) have been arrested in the past year on trivial charges.







Notably, two Reuters reporters were arrested on the charges under the colonial-era ―Official Secrets Act‖ for ‗illegally acquiring information‘.







It is speculated that they were collecting documents regarding the conduct of security forces in Rakhine state, the duo could possibly get long prison terms.







Rohingya Crisis - The UN has called the militaristic crackdown in Rakhine as ―ethnic cleansing‖, and media has been blacked out in the region.







Up until now, the gruesome horrors unleashed by the security forces are primarily coming from the Rohingya refugees who have fled to Bangladesh.







But despite serious international condemnation, Myanmar has denied any wrongdoing and claims that its offensives are only targeted against ARSA (Rohingyan rebel militia), which is officially a terrorist outfit in Myanmar.



How is the „Panglong Peace Conference‟ progressing? 



Besides the Rohingyas, there are multiple armed ethnic rebels in Myanmar and Ms. Suu Kyi has been prioritising peace with them.







Consequently, the 2nd session of ―Panglong Peace Conference‖ was convened in May 2017, to discuss on a 41 point agenda.







Positives - This brought together the government, military and ethnic rebel leaders and agreement was reached on 37 issues.







The rebel groups agreed to recognize a democracy union with federalist polity that gives considerable rights for ethnic self-determination.







On its part, the government agreed to treat all ethnicities equally and privileged the provinces to write their own sub-constitutions within Myanmar.







Challenges - However, the calls for dissolution of rebel armies to pave the way for the constitution of a single national army haven‘t been agreed.







Contrarily, the rebels vouch for a federal army to enable them retain independent command structures.







Also, there have been some hiccups with the technicality of whether to specifically iterate the clause for ―nonsecession‖ in the peace accord.







Also, another major concern is that out of the more than 20 armed groups, only 8 have signed the current ―Nationwide Ceasefire Agreement‖ thus far.







While the 3rd round of the Panglong Conference has been scheduled for late January, the future looks uncertain.



1.21 Nepali PM Visit To India Why in news? Recently Nepali Prime minister visited India. What are the highlights of the meet? 



Governance - Nepal expressed its hope to implement amendments to the constitution in future.







Flood management and irrigation projects were a point of focus in the talks between the two countries







Both nations signed eight pacts, including on cooperation in countering drug trafficking.







Security - Emphasis on closer cooperation between the two countries security and defence forces to prevent any misuse of their open border was made.







Nepal was clear that under no circumstances it would allow its territory to be used against India.







No discussions were made on Doklam issues.







Infrastructure -India and Nepal jointly inaugurated the Kataiya-Kusaha and Raxaul-Parwanipur cross border power transmission lines.
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Agreements on development of the Ramayana and Buddhist tourism circuits through better connectivity was made.







Trade Cooperation - Both sides also exchanged views on regional and sub-regional cooperation using BIMSTEC and BBIN and create a "win-win" situation in various areas.



1.22 Nepali Election Results Why in news? The Left alliance in Nepal is heading for a decisive victory in the first election post the 2015 constitution. What is the result? 



Nepal‘s new constitution provides for a mix of ―First Past the Post (FPTP)‖ - 165 seats and Proportional Representation (PR) -110 seats in its parliament.







While the final picture of its new Parliament isn‘t out, the Leftist Alliance is on course to win more than 70% of the 165 FPTP seats.







The leftists are also leading in most PR seats.







This will make it the first decisive win since democracy began in 1990.







Even at the provincial level that were held along with the national elections, the leftist coalition is in the lead.



What are the implications? 



By forming an ideologically coherent alliance and expanding beyond the traditional strongholds in the hill towns, UML has succeeded in reversing its electoral debacles since 2008.







This provides an opportunity for a stable government after years of political instability and would help focus on governance.







But there is considerable scepticism as such opportunities have been wasted in the past due to rumbling disagreements within coalition partners.







Many constitutional issues and particularly the sensitive Madeshi question isn‘t settled as yet.



What are the lessons for India? 



The elections were largely concluded to be free and fair with more than 300 international observers and Election Commission‘s awareness drive.







The Nepali elections would also help in studying the patterns for simultaneous elections for provinces and National Assembly, which has been proposed in India.







Also, the partial ‗Proportional Representation‘ concept that has been instituted in Nepal can be studied.



1.23 Palk Bay Conflict - Deep Sea Fishing What is the issue? 



Tamil Nadu Fisheries University recently organised a one-day workshop on deep sea fishing.







In this context, there are a range of concerns to be addressed before taking forward the deep sea fishing plan.



What is the need for new plan? 



The Palk Bay fishing conflict has figured prominently in high-level meetings between India and Sri Lanka.







The main issue is the oversized fleet of Tamil Nadu trawlers that fish regularly in Sri Lankan waters.







Trawlers greatly damage the ecosystem and hence are unsustainable way of fishing.







The Sri Lankan government recently passed a legislation banning trawling.







It is also vigilantly patrolling the International Maritime Boundary Line, capturing Indian trawl boats and fishers.







Hence the need for an alternative to bottom trawlers was mandated.



What is deep sea fishing plan? 



The water depth should be at least 30 meters to be considered a deep sea fishing territory.







The plan aims at promoting deep sea fishing as an alternative to trawling in the Palk Bay.
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The present plan in the Palk Bay is to extract 2,000 trawlers from the bay and replace them with deep sea vessels.







The deep sea vessels cannot trawl or operate in the Palk Bay.







The government is now creating a new deep sea fishing harbour at Mookaiyur, south of the Palk Bay in the Gulf of Mannar.It can also help avoid the risks of cross-border fishing.



What are the concerns? 



Due to lack of information on location of oceanic stocks of fishery resources, availability of sufficient stocks in the adjacent waters of the Bay of Bengal and Gulf of Mannar is uncertain.







Thus the economic viability of deep sea fishing is not fully established.







The operational cost of deep sea fishing is also a concern.







The skills and interest of Palk Bay fishers are limited to trawlers and one-day fishing.







Shifting to deep sea fishing needs skill upgrade.







Till then the fate of work opportunities of existing trawl crews remains largely unaddressed.



What should be done? 



The Tamil Nadu Fisheries Department‘s have to seriously monitor, control and carry out surveillance of the decommissioning process.







The government should also ensure that remaining trawl vessels are not upgraded in size or engine horsepower beyond legal limits.







Beyond the deep sea vision, other solutions such as buy-backs, alternative livelihoods and skill development need to be rolled out.



1.24 Refugees from Sri Lanka What is the issue? 



Over 1 lakh Sri Lankan Tamil refugees have been living in Tamil Nadu ever since the anti-Tamil pogrom of 1983.







India and Sri Lanka should take up their repatriation at the earliest.



What are the problems they face? 



Recently, media focus has been on the Rohingya refugees in India.







But the plight of Lankan Tamil refugees, who have been here for nearly 35 years, has gone out of public consciousness.







The pathetic condition of shelters, restrictions on movement, and limited scope of livelihood opportunities affect the community.







The refugees also suffer from social and psychological problems as reports of suicides, school dropouts and child marriage show.







Many middle-aged refugees worry about their children‘s future, given the fact that 40% of camp refugees are below 18 years.







Among the Hill country Tamils of central Srilanka (Tea estate Tamils of Indian origin) statelessness is a major problem.



What have been the efforts to repatriate? 



Tamil politicians in Srilanka have been very keen & positively inclined to get these people across the Palk Strait.







Also, as 28,500 refugees are said to be stateless, the Sri Lankan government, amended its laws to address this in 2009.







Indian government along with United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) also speeded up repatriation efforts in recent years.







Yet, the voluntary reverse flow of refugees hasn‘t been significant even after the end of the Eelam War in 2009.







In the past 8 years, hardly 10% of the refugee population (9,238 people) have gone back.
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Pull Factor - Over 62 thousand refugees have been receiving various relief measures of the Central and State governments.







Notably, Tamil Nadu government recently even announced measures to facilitate the refugees to take up professional courses.







Hence, regardless of the quality of housing and jobs, several refugees have experienced an improvement in their lifestyle.







Besides, a whole new generation has been raised completely in Tamil Nadu for whom Srilanka has become an alien country.







Push factor – Many refugees have no hope of a better future in Srilanka.







This feeling has strengthened by UNHRC surveys that have found a ―lack of livelihood opportunities‖, for refugee who returned.







This situation may not improve in the near future given the state of the Sri Lankan economy.







Also, hill country refugees are landless and will not be inclined to go back unless provided land.







They also seem uninterested to work in tea plantations as labourers for meagre wages anymore.



How does the future look? 



Tamil Nadu holds the distinction of hosting the largest number of refugees in India.







While repatriation isn‘t currently a priority for both India and Sri Lanka, it can‘t be delayed for ever.







While for India a long-standing problem would be resolved, for Sri Lanka it would be a step towards ethnic reconciliation.







All concerned governments should come out with a fair package for repatriation, with due consideration for the aspirations of refugees.







For those who want to stay back, India can consider providing them citizenship, like how Pakistani refugees were given.



1.25 Delaying Constitutional Reform in Sri Lanka What is the issue? 



An interim report of the Sri Lankan Assembly‘s Standing Committee on constitutional reform was released recently.







It is neither a final report nor a constitutional draft, but a statement of the various positions of groups in Parliament on reform topics.







It reflects the rising opposition within the government for taking forward the constitutional reforms proposed earlier.



What were the key reform proposals? 



The constitutional reform process envisages an undivided and indivisible country, with the province as the unit for devolution of power.







It introduces the concept of ‗subsidiarity‘.







Under this, functions that can be performed by the lowest tier of government should be vested in it.







The report also provides for the creation of a second parliamentary chamber representing the provinces.







The report commits that the controversial terms ‗unitary‘ and ‗federal‘ be avoided.







Instead, Sinhala and Tamil terms that suggest an undivided country be used to describe the republic.







Besides, the electoral system solely based on proportional representation is proposed to be changed.







A mixed method under which 60% of parliamentary members to be elected under the first-past-the-post system is to be introduced.







Complying with earlier demands, the reforms aim at abolishing the executive presidency.







The government has promised that the pre-eminent status given to Buddhism will remain as such; an assurance that may help overcome opposition from the majority.
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Government - The various factions within the government are divided on the nature and scope of the reforms.







The Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe and his team want a new Constitution and the abolition of the presidential system.







On the other hand, the President Maithripala Sirisena and his Sri Lanka Freedom Party (SLFP) insist only on electoral reforms.







Buddhists - The most ardent opponents of the reform initiatives now are Sinhalese nationalist forces, led by Buddhist monks.







They are concerned that any further devolution would amount to giving in to the demands of the Tamil and Muslim minorities.







It would also be appeasing the Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam diaspora and foreign powers.







Also, they worry that abolition of the presidential system would weaken the Sri Lankan state.







The Buddhist Sangha leaders are concerned that the new Constitution might relax on the ―foremost place‖ position accorded to Buddhism in the current Constitution.



How does the future look? 



The Prime Minister will certainly find it difficult to manage the politics of constitutional reform.







Besides, the government of Sirisena and Wickremesinghe is no longer as politically strong as it was a year ago.







Corruption scandals, slowing down of investigations against individuals of the previous government, and economic stagnation have all seriously undermined the political credibility.







Unless the two leaders repair their relationship, any significant progress in the constitutional reform process is far from reality.



1.26 India and Maldives - Recent Developments What is the issue? 



Maldives Foreign Minister and its President's special envoy to India, Mohamed Asim visited India.







The visit gains significance amidst the recently strained relationship between India and Maldives.



What was the recent tussle? 



Maldives recently signed its Free Trade Agreement with China.







This is Maldives‘s first FTA with any country and China‘s second FTA with any country in South Asia after Pakistan.







The trade pact would open Maldives to Chinese goods and tourists in unprecedented numbers.







India was certainly concerned with this, due to the possible increased Chinese military presence in the island nation.







The Maldivian President had earlier promised that Maldives would be an integral link in China‘s Belt and Road Initiative







Besides, the Maldives government recently suspended three members of a local body.







This was notably on charges of meeting the Indian Ambassador without seeking prior approval.







However, responding to these, India articulated its hope that as a friendly neighbour, Maldives would be sensitive to India‘s concerns in keeping with its ―India first policy‖.



What are the outcomes of the visit? 



The visit was aimed at overcoming the ―trust deficit‖ between the two countries and reset the strained relations.







Maldives foreign minister reiterated Maldives' “India first” policy.







The emphasis is an attempt to allay India's concerns over Maldives' growing proximity towards Beijing.
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It was conveyed that Maldives would stay sensitive to India‟s concerns over peace and security in the Indian Ocean region.







The talks also involved strengthening the bilateral relationship keeping in mind its ‗India first‘ policy and our ‗Neighbourhood first‘ policy.



What are the implications? 



The visit by a foreign minister may have cleared some of the bitterness between the two countries.







However, India can certainly not continue to take its predominant power in South Asia for granted.







It cannot be indifferent to the developments in the smaller neighbours, as they have wider geopolitical ramifications.







Both countries have to learn to deal with each others proximity and acknowledge that there are no alternative but to make amends in ties.



2. BILATERAL RELATIONS 2.1 Indo-US Defence ties Why in news? Recent summit between US and India concluded withcontinuity in the bilateral defence and security relationship. What is the importance of Indio-US defence relations? 



The defence partnership has proven to be a low velocity, high inertia affair slow, steady, but unlikely to change course absent a major disruption.







This has been due, in part, to the fact that it has been under-girded by a common view of the balance of power in the Indo-Pacific, and a shared concern over China‘s reach across Asia.







This strategic rationale for defence cooperation is citing a set of ―common principles‖ such as respect for international law and state sovereignty,







Thedefence statement reaffirmed the imperative for US-India cooperation across Asia embodied in the 2015 Joint Strategic Vision.



What are the major areas of Indo-US defence cooperation? 



Exercise - Deeper collaboration on maritime domain awareness,







The annual US-India-Japan MALABAR exercise, which is ―the largest maritime exercise ever conducted in the vast Indian Ocean,‖ and which included a focus on anti-submarine warfare.







Defence trade - The summit‘s flagship deal was the announcement that the US had offered a multi-billion dollar sale of 22 Sea Guardian Unmanned Aerial Systems.







Procuring them should be a boon to India‘s maritime surveillance.







Counter Terror - This the area in which both might eventually see closer cooperation.







The tough language on Pakistan along with the US designation of Hizb-ul-Mujahideen leader Syed Salah Uddin .







The announcement of a new consultative mechanism on terrorist designation listings US may be more willing to take Pakistan to task and prioritise India‘s grievances.



2.2 US-India Bilateral trade policy Why in news? India recently raised few concerns in US-India bilateral Trade Policy Forum (TPF). What are the significances recent of Indo-US trade ties? 



India has started buying crude oil from the US, and expected to buy more in coming years.







There is great potential for the United States in the fast expanding aviation market in India.







Indian aviation companies such as Spice jet and Jet Airways have placed orders for over 300 aircraft worth several billions of dollars.
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As American companies shift their manufacturing base from China to the US, this would also result in more American export to India.



What are the matters regarding Visa discussed in this forum? 



India ―very strongly‖ raised the issue of H-1B and L1 visas with the US.







The US has tightened the norms for issuing the most sought-after H-1B and L1 visas.







This in line with the Trump administration‘s goal to protect American workers from discrimination and replacement by foreign labour.







It more difficult for the renewal of H-1B and L1, popular among Indian IT professionals, saying that the burden of proof lies on the applicant even when an extension is sought.







Under the current US rules, Indian IT professionals working in the US on H-1B visas do not get back their hard-earned contribution to Social Security, which runs into at least more than USD 1 billion per annum.



What are the matters of trade discussed in the forum? 



Taking note of America‘s concern on price controls on medical devices, India encouraged US companies to take benefit of the ―Make in India‖ policy.







USA and India have agreed to address the issue of trade deficit by increasing and diversifying bilateral trade.







The two countries have agreed to work on the issue of poultry, pork and intellectual property rights.







In this meeting India have yielded positive results in removal of barriers in export of Indian mangoes to the US.







Earlier it was tough because of the irradiation procedure adopted by the US, which not only makes its very expensive, but is also time consuming.







India has sought cooperation from the US on certain technology sectors like artificial intelligence, electric vehicles and aviation.



2.3 Import of American Oil Why in news? The first shipment of American crude oil to India is likely to reach soon.



Why is this a big deal? 



The export of American oil was banned for about 40 years.







The ban was implemented in 1975 amid the Arab oil embargo and petroleum shortages.







It was lifted by former US President Barack Obama in 2015.







Indian PM recently secured a comprehensive review of trade relations particularly in the energy sector with US President during his recent visit to USA.







Soon after this, leading Indian oil companies started placing orders for purchasing crude from the US.



What was the need for American shipments? 



Brent (oil field in the North Sea) is benchmark crude that serves as a reference price for buyers in western world and Dubai serves as benchmark for countries in the east.







Their prices have become uncompetitive following the Production cuts by OPEC.







So buying US crude has nowbecome attractive for Indian refiners.







Even after including the shipping cost, buying US crude is cost effective for India retailers.



What is the significance of the move? 



India, the world's third-largest oil importer, now joins Asian countries like South Korea, Japan and China to buy American crude.







By the taping this alternative supply option India's over dependence on OPEC for imports has come down.







It also opens up new avenues for diversifying India's buying options.
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Subsequently it increases India's bargaining power with OPEC members.







It has also opened new vistas in the Indo-US ties.







It reduces the impact of uncertainness with global oil prices on Indian economy to a significant extent.



2.4 US Security Doctrine and its Impact on India Why in news? 



India has welcomed Mr. Trump‘s recently announced ‗National Security Strategy‘ (NSS), which has openly criticised many nations.







But India needs to exercise caution to avoid becoming second fiddle to the US at international forums.



What are the implications for India? 



NSS perceives India positively, affirms India‘s stature and acknowledges India‘s emergence as a leading global power.







It supports Indian leadership in the region‘s development and outlines India‘s primacy for ensuring security in the Indian Ocean.







It also sees China‘s aggression as an assault on the ―sovereignty‖ of the neighbouring nations in the region.







Pakistan‘s continued support to terror groups has also been noted.







All of these are aligned with India‘s concerns, and indicate the growing convergence between US and India on strategic issues.



What are the implications for other nations? 



NSS had singled out five countries (China, Pakistan, Russia, Iran and North Korea) for criticism – which on expected lines have reacted negatively.







Particularly, China and Russia have been accused of using their military might to deny the US, access to ―critical commercial zones‖.







In response, China had said that the US is struck in its Cold War mindset and Russia accused the US of practicing neo-imperialism.







Iran and North Korea have been critiqued for their nuclear programs, and Pakistan for its faultering to honour its security commitments.



Why caution is needed? 



US policy priorities and perceptions have swung wildly under the Trump administration, thereby making its commitments unreliable.







Also, in many cases words haven‘t been backed up by actions.







Notably, while the U.S. has talked of countering China‘s influence in South Asia, it has not backed this with actual financial assistance for projects.







Also, while words on Pakistan‘s soft approach to terrorism has been sharp, the U.S. continues to support the Pakistani government through huge funds.



What is the way ahead? 



Lately, there has been an American withdrawal from pacts ranging from the Trans-Pacific Partnership to the Paris agreement on climate change.







Also, Mr. Trump is seen to be publicy at odds with many of hi skey advisors on many issues ranging from Palestine, North Korea, Iran or Afghanistan.







A watch-and-wait stance is still India‘s best option to preserve the autonomous and pluralistic nature of its engagement in world affairs.



2.5 US India Proposal on Defence Ties Why in news? US has proposed to have reciprocal military liaison officers at India- US combatant commands. What is the proposed plan about?
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The US, currently, has arrangements for military liaison officers with some of its NATO allies and close defence partners.







Which includes Australia, Canada, Japan, Republic of Korea, Philippines, New Zealand and Great Britain.







In the same lines US has proposed to have ties with India,this will place India in the orbit of America‘s closest allies.







According this plan liaison officers will be commissioned by Pacific Command of the US defence forces in Indian military headquarters.



What is the significance of this proposal? 



India-US signed the foundational military agreement, Logistics Exchange Memorandum of Agreement (LEMOA) in 2016.







Earlier US administration designated India a Major Defence Partner, current administration is also taking the same stand.







As a component of taking bilateral strategic relationship, to a new level US promised to take the element of military cooperation between the two countries.







To deal with an assertive Chinese transgressions into Indian Territory, US ties would help India for geopolitical manoeuvre to secure its interests.



What is the stand of India over this proposal? 



India is not averse to a strong partnership with any country, it remains rightly opposed to any military alliance which could impinge on its strategic flexibility.







Present US administration‘s unpredictable pronouncements have adversely affected perceptions of America‘s reliability as a partner and makes Indian government more cautious.







India is yet to see any benefits of being designated a Major Defence Partner, with no transfer of American defence technology for making major military platforms in India actually taking place.







India also seeks greater clarity over the role and charter of liaison officers to understand the value and quality of information that will be shared between the two militaries.







Due to some hard experiences from the US, India seeks greater economic concessions from US rather considering any military arrangements in first place.



2.6 Indo-Russian Defence Ties Why in news? Amid increasing Indo-US cooperation across domains, there is a rising concerns that India‘s historic defence ties with the Russia may take a hit. What is the recent controvercy? 



A Russian ―Akula-Class nuclear submarine‖ was leased to India in 2012 for period of 10 years.







The lease restricted deploying the vessel for offensive operations and had multiple clauses for ensuring its operational and technical secrecy.







Recently, a Russian news website accused the Indian Navy of having opened the vessal to a US technical team for inspection.







While the report turned out to be false, the issue raised eyebrows in strategic circles and brought the critical Indo-Russian navel partnership into focus.



What is the historical evolution of the Indo-Russia defence ties? 



USSR was India‘s strategic partner during the Cold War and also its primacy military equipment supplier.







Moscow started supplying naval equipment to India from 1964 and by 1987, these supplies made 70% of the Indian Navy‘s inventory.







Subsequently, Moscow loaned the first nuclear submarine to India in 1988, which was commissioned in the Indian navy as INS Chakra.







An understanding was also reached for accessing Soviet assistance to India‘s navy prsonals and assist the indigenous nuclear submarine programme.
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The soviet mandate spelt out in clear terms, that no technical parameters were leaked during the period of the lease.







In this regard, India established strict protocols for the Vishakapatnam dockyard and even closely monitored various security parameters.



What is the significance of Russia? 



From being an exclusive preserve of the Russian defence industry, the Indian Navy is now increasingly looking forward to American hardware.







India currently looks to the US for top-of-the-line defence equipment like attack helicopters, artillery guns, and advanced transport aircrafts







Notably, Russian Tu-142 maritime reconnaissance aircrafts have been replaced by USA‘s P-8 I Poseidon aircrafts of the same type.







India also intends to establish ties for commencing joint arns production with the US and jointly organises the annual Indo-US-Japan Malabar exercises.







But despite this growing Indo-US bonhomie, India continues to buy/lease Russia equipments on a considerable scale.







Most importantly, Russia‘s technological assistance to India‘s indigenous nuclear submarine programme ‗Arihant class‘ has been immense.



2.7 RIC Trilateral Foreign Minister‟s Meet – The stakes for India Why in news? The 15th foreign ministerial meeting of the trilateral grouping, Russia, India and China (RIC) is to be held shortly. What is the significance of the meet for Indo-China relations? 



It comes in the backdrop of months of tense relations between India & China on multiple issues.







This would also be the first high profile Chinese official visit after Mr. Xi was assured a 2 nd term with greater popularity.







Notably, China blocking India‘s entry into NSG and tensions in Arunachal & Doklam plateau were the recent tension points.







Beijing also continues to ignore India‘s objections to the China-Pakistan-Economic Corridor (CPEC).







This passes through disputed PoK and thereby violates India‘s sovereignty.



How is the current India - Russia relationship? 



Russia and India have held the same positions on several of the key problems in international relations for many years now.







Both intend to create an inclusive world order by strengthening global institutions like the United Nations.







But economic sanctions by EU & US against Russia (due to the Crimean annexation) has already made Russia heavily dependent on Chinese trade.







Also, Russia‘s Afghan policy and its recent Pakistan outreach are disaligned to that of India‘s perspectives.







Hence, India and Russia need to strengthen their wanning relationship that has been built on mutual trust and confidence over decades.



How does the future look? 



China is expected to follow an assertive path in the geo-political & economic sphere in the near future.







Due to its financial might and economic heft, there is a possibility that China would unilaterally dominate the affairs of the RIC.







This calls for strong strategic thinking on India‘s & Russia‘s part to hinder China from unilaterally dominating affairs.







Chinese expansion into Central Asia and Eastern Europe appears to be a concern for Russia as these regions have traditionally its forte.







While building its relationship with China, Russia is wary of increasing Chinese dominance in the geopolitical order – India should capitalise on this.
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France is a major partner for India in developing various key military platforms including the Scorpène submarines.







There are various ties in defence equipment and industry cooperation between the two countries.







France is one of the Industrial and technological partnership under the ‗Make in India‘ initiative.







Both countries are actively exploring measures to facilitate operational level interactions between their respective armed forces.



What are areas discussed during French minister‟s visit? 



French minister visited India to take part in Foundation laying ceremony of Dassault Reliance Aerospace Ltd.‘s manufacturing facility.







A range of measures to expand military to military ties were discussed.







Enhancing the scope of their joint exercises, in particular the Varuna naval exercise scheduled in early 2018, were agreed upon.







This meet is also likely to push for a follow on order of additional Rafael fighter jets, after the delivery of 36 jets under Rs 58,000 crore deal finalised last year.







Transfer of critical technology for various defence projects,in particular maritime security, joint exercises of the armed for counter-terrorism are key areas discussed.



What are the advantages for India? 



Parley‘s visit is aimed at strengthening all aspects of France‘s ―fast developing‖ defence cooperation with India, its foremost Asian strategic partner.







The two sides also agreed to expand counter-terror cooperation and felt that a lot more can be done in the Indo-Pacific region, where China was trying to expand its footprint.







Interestingly, the Trump Administration has also been favouring deeper Indo-US collaboration on security in the Indo-Pacific region.







Due to the need for greater maritime domain awareness, India and France will further expand information sharing arrangements.



2.9 India and France - Indian Ocean Region What is the issue? 



With recent bilateral diplomatic meets, India and France have decided to strengthen cooperation in the Indian Ocean Region (IOR).







In the context of the developing Indo-Pacific quadrilateral grouping of India, US, Japan and Australia, it is essential for India and France to take forward the bilateral relationship with a new vigour.



How influential is France in the IOR? 



France is one of the notable countries with maritime traditions that shaped the contemporary Indo-Pacific power relations.







With a colonial inheritance, it has a considerable influence through overseas territories in the Western Indian Ocean and South Pacific.







Its military facilities in the Indo-Pacific include those in the Reunion Island, Djibouti and the United Arab Emirates.







France also has a variety of coordination mechanisms in the Pacific with the United States, Japan, Australia, Britain and New Zealand.







In addition, it plays a lead role in the Indian Ocean Commission.







It is an intergovernmental organization that brings together the island states of Mauritius, Seychelles, Madagascar, Comoros and the French territory of Reunion.
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India and France have long held partnerships in traditional areas of high-technology and defence cooperation and recently, climate change.







The overall geopolitical scenario is changing with the rise of China, renewed tensions between Russia and Europe, uncertainty in the US political trajectory and loosening of the old alliances.







It becomes essential in this context that India and France started offering a strong regional dimension to their strategic partnership.







India and France have a potential scope to work together in the IOR, especially in the Western Indian Ocean.







With Indo-Pacific quadrilateral grouping in the developmental stage, it is in India's interests to build its bilateral security cooperation.







This should include both the members of the quad as well as other partners in the Indo-Pacific including France.







India needs to intensify the exchange of maritime intelligence, negotiate agreements to share naval infrastructure facilities and put in place logistical support arrangements.



2.10 Israel - India Bilateral Relations Why in news? 



Israeli PM Benjamin Netanyahu‘s concluded his visit recently.







This marks the full normalisation of bilateral ties between India and Israel.



How has the ties been historically? 



After much reluctance due to the internal and external pressure, India officially recognized Israel only in 1950 (3 years after its creation).







From 1950 to the early 1990s, the relationship remained informal in nature, with no scope for collaboration and engagement.







Also, India‘s Non-Aligned Foreign policy outlook proved to be a major impediment as the NAM took a consistent pro–Palestine stand.







Official diplomatic ties were established only in 1992, and a decade later, in 2003 India hosted Israeli PM ―Ariel Sharon‖ in a first of its kind bilateral.







Lately, President Pranab Mukherjee visited Israel in 2015, which was followed by PM Modi‘s visit in 2017 and current 6 day visit of Mr. Netanyahu.



What were the contours of the visit? 



The joint statement made to the press drew on a futuristic 25-year timeline to realise the full potential of Indo-Israel strategic partnership.







Mr. Netanyahu visited the Taj Mahal, and Chabad House, which was one of the sites of the 26/11 terror attacks where many Israeli citizens were killed.







On business, it was noted that ―size and scale‖ of India and the ―sharpness and edge‖ of Israel has immense potential for collaboration in industry.







Also, the joint statement reaffirmed commitment for early resumption of peace talks between Israelis and Palestinians.







This is indicative of India‘s preparedness to have more open and honest conversations on the peace process.



How does the future look? 



Mr. Modi is expected to visit Palestine shortly.







Also, Jordan‘s King Abdullah II, who is recognised in the Arab world as the official custodian of the holy sites in Jerusalem is scheduled to visit Delhi soon.







India‘s willingness to further the peace process should also be seen in the backdrop of its recent vote against Israel in the Jerusalem resolution.







Importantly, any real success in this domain will require challenging the Israeli political belief in hard power and its ―survival of the fittest‖ philosophy.
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While Mr. Netanyahu openly asserted in Delhi that one makes peace and aligns with the strong, India needs to show that building friendships beyond mere strategic calculation is vital.



2.11 India & Japan - Agreements on the North-East Why in news? Japanese PM recently visited India as a part of 12th Indo-Japan annual summit. What are the highlights? 



A memorandum of understanding to set up India Japan Act East Forum was signed.







Other major agreements focussing the north-eastern region were also signed.







Forum - The forum aims at bringing together India‘s Act East Policy and Japan‘s Free and Open Asia-Pacific strategy.







This is expected to increase connectivity and promote developmental projects in the Northeast region.







Loan - India and Japan also signed a document on Japanese loan and aid for highway development in the Northeast.







Japan will extend a loan of Rs 2,239 crore to India for ‗North East Road Network Connectivity Improvement Project‘.







This will complement India's other connectivity projects in the region including BBIN (Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal) and BIMSTEC Motor Vehicle Agreements.







The connectivity initiatives are also part of the Indo-Japan corridor conceived earlier for the Indo-Pacific region.







The corridor also extends to Eastern Africa under the Asia Africa Growth Corridor.



What is the significance? 



Development of the Northeast is a priority for India and a key to promote its Act East Policy.







In this context, the agreements come as contribution to intra-regional and international connectivity in the Northeast region.







Significantly, it is viewed as an alternative to the Chinese dominated One Belt One Road (OBOR).







Besides, Japan has a great potential for people-to-people and cultural exchanges between Japan and the Northeast.







This comes in the backdrop of Japan's historic connection to the Northeast through the Battle of Imphal (fought between Japanese Army and the British during World War II).



2.12 India - Japan Defence Ties Why in news? India - Japan Defence Ministerial Dialogue was recently held in Tokyo, Japan. What are the highlights of the meet? 



India and Japan agreed to enhance the overall defence ties between the two countries.







The agreement on enhancing exchanges between the two forces is likely to translate into more bilateral exercises.







The meet could result in exchanges in the field of technology and equipment, furthering India's aim of increasing its domestic defence production.







The meet stressed the importance of bilateral training interactions and is expected to consider AntiSubmarine Warfare (ASW) training in future to expand cooperation.







Besides, the Defence Ministers also exchanged views on the security situation in the Indo-Pacific region.







The defence dialogue carried a joint condemnation of North Korea's recent nuclear test.







Also, the two sides expressed satisfaction on the recent India-US-Japan naval exercise, Malabar 2017.







The Armies of both nations are expected to hold a joint exercise on anti-terrorism next year for the first time.
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Japan has also invited India to participate as an observer in a humanitarian assistance and disaster relief (HADR) exercise held by Japan Ground Self Defence Force.



What lies ahead? 



India and Japan are witnessing mutual, deeper and diversified bilateral defence cooperation.







This is particularly after the signing of the bilateral Memorandum on Defence Co-operation and Exchanges, and two Defence Framework agreements in recent years.







The recent dialogue has strengthened this existing cooperation and the outcomes are optimistic particularly with India's ambitions on domestic defence manufacturing.



2.13 Indo-Japan Strategic Partnership What is the issue? 



India & Japan currently have a ―Special Strategic and Global Partnership‖.







New Delhi accords this status to no other partner.







However, it largly falls short of a full fledged alliance.



Why did India confer such a status? 



Geopolitics - The rise of China and doubts about USA‘s commitments in Asia has pushed both the countries towards this relationship.







Economic Aspect - Japan is investing heavily in Indian projects.







The two countries are also working on a joint infrastructure development and connectivity drive traversing the Indian Ocean.







Their projects span from Myanmar to Sri Lanka to Iran and encompass the Asia-Africa Growth Corridor.







Defence – Indo-Japan joint naval exercises are being regularly organised together with the U.S. Navy.







Major arms deals like the ShinMaywa US-2i amphibious aircraft are on the cards.







Japanese investments in the strategically places like the Andaman & Nicobar Islands is also likely to help India enhance its security sentinals.



How is this different from an alliance? 



Alliances have lacked their relevance in the post-cold war era and strategic partnerships have increasingly become the norm.







Lacking commitment - Unlike alliances, strategic partnerships don‘t demand commitments to a partner‘s disputes with other countries.







New Delhi does not take a strong position on Japan‘s territorial disputes with China and Russia.







Likewise, Tokyo does not openly side with India in its quarrels with China and Pakistan.







Strategic partnership involves countries retaining their unconstrained diplomatic flexibility while continuing political engagement & economic cooperation.







Collaborative Approach – It also involves regular high-level interactions over a range of activities whereas an alliance is usually more pronounced in for defense & economy.







India and Japan are not only moving forward on economic and defence cooperation but are also cooperating on issues such as civil nuclear energy and UN reform.







It is also essential in the present times where states find themselves interdependent, even if their relationship is characterised by strategic tension.







e.g. India might confront China at Doklam but it also wants Chinese investment.



2.14 India-Philippines Financial Aid What is the issue? India‘s financial aid to the Philippines to fight the Islamic State signals a reworking of its ASEAN outreach. What is the issue going in Philippines? 



The siege of Marawi, about 800 km south of the capital Manila, began in May.
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Philippines security forces launched an offensive to capture Isnilon Hapilon, leader of the IS-affiliated group.







Despite the military offensive, militants remain in control of Marawi which they view as key to their efforts to create an IS province.



What is the significance of India‟s Aid? 



India has decided to provide a financial assistance of Rs. 3.2 crore to the Philippines to aid its fight.







This is the first time India is sending aid to another nation to help it fight terrorism.







India used this crisis to enhance its anti-terror and deradicalisation partnership with the Philippines.







India is conducting cyber security training for the Philippine security forces, focusing on de-radicalisation.



Will this things impact china? 



The Philippines is trying to recalibrate its ties with China, under stress because of a suit brought by Manila to the Permanent Court of Arbitration challenging Beijing‘s claim to almost all of the South China Sea.







India cannot easily match China‘s growing economic profile but it has other means to build partnership with a very important region in its foreign policy matrix.







As India and the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) celebrate 25 years of their partnership this year, it is a politically opportune moment to upgrade India‘s regional profile.







The recent outreach to Manila is an important step in that direction.



2.15 Growing India-South Korea Relations What is the issue? 



Recent political developments between India and South Korea have created an opening to share mutual security interests in Asia.







However, cultural and political differences could present a challenge to forging effective regional ties.



What are the recent developments? 



South Korea - There is rising tension with China, concerning the US-supplied missile and radar deployment in its territory.







The prolonged confrontation with China on the deployment of Terminal High-Altitude Area Defense (THAAD) constrained the relationship.







The pros and cons of THAAD is debated among the US, South Korea, and China in terms of its purpose and application.







Bilateral - South Korea is taking a bold step by inviting India into South Korea‘s diplomatic domain.







South Korean President dispatched a special envoy to Prime Minister Modi to reinforce bilateral relations.







It reiterated its message of placing India on par with the US, Russia, China, and Japan.







It expressed its desire for stronger security cooperation with India in designing various levels of official talks more regularly.







It played a critical role in moderating opposing members in India‘s application for the Nuclear Suppliers‘ Group‘s membership in a plenary meeting.







India, on its part, started building an increasingly incompatible stance toward North Korea.







It also implemented a plan to launch a strategic initiative, ‗Korea Plus‘ to facilitate Korean FDI and forge larger economic cooperation.







At Seoul‘s request, it discontinued the provision of training courses to North Korean students in the Centre for Space Science and Technology Education in Asia and the Pacific, Dehradun.
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It also suspended the training of North Korean soldiers in Indian languages in a Madhya Pradesh-based military school.



What are the common interests? 



Regional Stability - The regional tensions in South Asia especially between India and China create a common interest for India and South Korea.







This could be a collaborative approach for regional stability.







Nuclear - South Korea‘s key interest in managing their nuclear neighbour (North Korea) is similar to India‘s considerations toward Pakistan.







The US alliance system, established with South Korea and Japan, puts pressure on North Korea to cap its nuclear programme.







Containing North Korea is beneficial to India‘s economic and regional ambit in East Asia.







It also adds to its approach to nuclear non-proliferation regime as a responsible nuclear state.







Diplomatic - There is long lasting regional security dilemma with the continued verbal provocations and a conventional arms race.







Thus, despite the alliance system, Seoul appears to be in searching for a stronger diplomatic stand on imminent regional issues beyond the alliance system.







South Korea's approach to India comes with strategic optimism for expanding ties to ensure a convergence of interest in planning global and regional strategic frameworks.



2.16 India and South Korea - CEPA Why in news? 



India has decided to upgrade its existing trade pact with South Korea.







The domestic industry has flagged concerns over the agreement.



What is CEPA? 



Comprehensive Economic Partnership Agreement - CEPA, was a trade deal signed between India & South Korea in 2009.







The CEPA has increased bilateral trade volumes by over 50%.







Many Korean companies have penetrated deep into the Indian consumer goods market and have directly benefitted from CEPA.







Recently in a review meeting, both countries have decided to upgrade the CEPA at the earliest – possibly by 2018.







This has angering domestic exporters, who claim the pact has disproportionately helped Korean exporters.



What are the concerns about CEPA? 



Trade Deficit – India‘s trade deficit with South Korea is continuously worsening with time.







While India imported $12.58 billion worth of goods from South Korea in 2016-17, its exports totalled only $4.24 billion.







Misuse - The Duty free import facility for gold from South Korea was found to be misused by round tripping.







Recently, the Directorate General of Foreign Trade – DGFT, had to withdraw the zero-duty import facility to plug the same.



What is the way ahead? 



A focus on enhancing market access and strengthening the rules of origin will be the key for India to improve its exports.







Underlined the importance of pushing trade in services as a prime mover of global growth will also benefit India‘s cause.







Caution needs to be exercised for broadening the terms of the deal as most of our existing bilateral trade engagements have faltered.



2.17 India - ASEAN Cooperation
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In the midst of an imminent U.S. retreat and Chinese expansionism, India is seeking to chart its foreign policy course.







Various meets held in Philippines recently, is a landmark event for the immediate future.



What happened in Philippines? 



Philippines recently hosted the Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) and East Asia summits (EAS).







Notably, 2017 also marks the







Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) leader‘s meeting and the ASEAN Business and Investment Summit were also held.







Indian PM joined these meetings, and underscored India‘s commitment to deepening ties with the ASEAN states and the wider Indo-Pacific region.



50th



ASEAN 



The Association of Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN) was established in 1967 in Bangkok, Thailand.







It came in with the signing of the ASEAN Declaration (Bangkok Declaration) by the founding members namely Indonesia, Malaysia, Philippines, Singapore and Thailand.







Brunei Darussalam, Viet Nam, Lao PDR, Myanmar, and Cambodia joined in the course of time.



anniversary of ASEAN.



What is the significance of Indo-Pacific? 



The Indo-Pacific region is now central to global politics and economics and recent days.







Beijing is also more confident now of projecting its regional and global powers.







Notably, it has benifited form the U.S. administration‘s lack nof seriousness and consistency in its foreign policy.







This makes this period of transition very significant for ASEAN and India that have a stake in the long-term stability of the region.



How is the status of India-ASEAN ties? 



ASEAN members and India together consist one of the largest economic regions with a total population of about 1.8 billion.







ASEAN is currently India‘s fourth largest trading partner, accounting for 10.2% of India‘s total trade.







India is ASEAN‘s seventh largest trading partner and its service-based economy complements the manufacturing-based ASEAN.







While there is considerable scope for further growth and increased co-operation, formidable security challenges remain.







Ensuring a favourable balance of power in the region for ensure regional stability is crucial.







India needs to further domestic economic reforms and enhance regional connectivity to be seen as a favourable partner.



2.18 Need for Speeding RCEP Negotiations What is the issue? 



India has raised several issues which are proving a stumbling block for RCEP negotiations to move ahead.







But in the backdrop of progress made in the reviving TPP, there is a need for urgency, as opportunities could be lost.



What is “Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP)”? 



East Asia Summit (EAS) - was established in 2005 with 16 countries.







Its primary objective of creating an ―Asian Economic Community (AEC)‖.







Its founding members were the 10 countries of the ASEAN block and - Japan, South Korea, China, India, Australia, and New Zealand.







EAS has since expanded with the joining of ―Russia and USA‖ as members in 2011 and has also significantly broadened its working agenda.







RCEP - ASEAN has ―Free Trade Agreements (FTA)‖ individually with other founding members of EAS, but there is no comprehensive deal.
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Hence, for furthering the cause, RCEP was envisioned between the 16 founding members of the EAS.







In 2012, the ASEAN and its six FTA partners launched negotiations for establishing RCEP as a means to achieve deeper economic integration.







The RCEP was expected to be finalised, first in 2015 and then in 2017, but after 20 rounds, the negotiations are yet to be concluded.







Reasons for Delay - India‘s resistance to offer tariff concessions to the extent desired by other members is touted to be the main bottleneck.







India has also been conservative about the time schedule for progressive tariff relaxation and has been proposing differential tariffs for different countires.







Recently, India has shown willingness to drop some of its reservations in exchange for concessions in the form of certain services liberalisation.







But this will only further slowdown negotiations as even at the intra-ASEAN level, trade liberalisation in services is limited to traditional sectors.







Notably, only sectors like ―transport, tourism and, to some extent, the financial services‖ are liberated across ASEAN.



What are the external compulsions? 



Trans Pacific Partnership (TPP), lost considerable significance after the US pull out in early 2017.







But recently, ―Comprehensive and Progressive Agreement for TPP (CPTPP)‖ was successfully initiated (without USA), which has revived TPP negotiations.







CPTPP membership is a subset of the ―Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC)‖, of which India is not a member but some ASEAN members are.







Notably, India‘s application to join APEC is pending for long and future accession will also be hard as it requires the consensus of all members.







In this backdrop, India needs to speed up RCEP negotiations for its own good as ASEAN members might otherwise prioritise CPTPP over RCEP.



What is the present state of ASEAN India trade? 



An FTA agreement in 2010 formaliesed business ties, but trade has increased from $45 billion to just about $71 in 8 years.







Notably, ASEAN‘s share in India‘s total trade has been a constant 10-11% and while Indian exports have only marginally increase.







Conversly, India‘s share in ASEAN‘s total trade is less than 3%.







Also, the composition of the trade showed little increase in manufactured goods, with Palm oil import and meat product export dominating.







Enhancing trade with Asean (increasing exports in particular), can happen only if India enhances its value chain integration with ASEAN.







As RCEP has immense potential to facilitate this integration process, the current stalemate needs to be resolved on a priority basis.



What is the way forward? 



If India continues to remain inflexible in the negotiation process, other countries may choose to bring in more difficult provisions in the RCEP.







Thrust for services liberalisation may open up demands for e-commerce and stricter intellectual property provisions, which will make India uncomfortable.







Also, considering that ASEAN countries have the option of joining both RCEP and CPTPP, there is the inherent risk of de-prioritising Indian concerns.







This beholds the risks of India losing opportunities for trade integration at both, the global and regional level.







To overcome these challenges, India policymakers must show more flexibility and Indian industry has to be willing to face competition.
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India-ASEAN Commemorative Summit was held recently, marking 25 years of India-ASEAN ties.







The ‗Delhi Declaration‘ was released after the summit.



What are the key mentions? 



MARITIME - ASEAN-India cooperation in the maritime domain was one of the key focus areas.







Growth and development for the Indo-Pacific region was the prime objective behind this agenda.







Shared vision for peace and prosperity through a rules-based order for the oceans and seas was emphasized.







Respect for international law, notably UNCLOS (United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea) was stressed as critical.







The reference to freedom of navigation and UNCLOS came in the backdrop of China‘s position on the disputed South China Sea.







Humanitarian and disaster relief, and security cooperation were also agreed as areas of cooperation.







Support for the implementation of Declaration on the Conduct of the Parties in the South China Sea (DOC) was expressed.







TERRORISM - Close cooperation among countries for combating terrorism, especially cross border movement of terrorists found mention.







ECONOMY - The declaration called upon the states to intensify efforts towards finalising the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership.







India proposed a framework to ASEAN for cooperation in the blue economy sector.







It offered to set up digital villages in Cambodia, Laos, Myanmar and Vietnam.







This would be by utilising the $1 billion line of credit for connectivity.







Besides, 2019 will be marked as the year of India-ASEAN tourism by both the sides.



Why is India-ASEAN partnership so essential? 



Economic - The demand for goods in Western economies is coming down.







Also, there could be alterations in employment structures and even loss of jobs in the coming future.







Digital technologies and the impending Fourth Industrial Revolution could largely drive these changes.







These call for the south-east Asian region to look deeper within, to develop markets and increase trade for mutual benefits.







China - Maritime rivalry with China is another challenge which calls for India to develop a strong regional cooperation.







It includes its territorial claim on the resource-rich South China Sea, OBOR initiative and power struggle in the Indian Ocean.







Terrorism - ASEAN countries have, in the past few years, been victims of terrorist attacks; Indonesia and Thailand in particular.







The mention of cross-border terrorism also assumes significance with India's concerns in regards with Pakistan.







Other non-traditional challenges such as human trafficking, cybercrime and piracy also demands regional cooperation.







Besides these, India‘s cultural and trade ties with Southeast Asia go back 2,000 years.







India and ASEAN also have a unique opportunity to reap the potential of geographic proximity.







The presence of the Indian diaspora in almost all ASEAN nations is another factor requiring partnerships.







Given all these, India-ASEAN partnership is more an economic and strategic necessity than a choice.



What is the way forward? 



Several commitments to trade and maritime security made in earlier summits remain unfulfilled.
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Some of them are: i.



Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership



ii. connectivity between ASEAN countries and India iii. India‘s connectivity through its Northeast to Myanmar and beyond iv. extension of the India-Myanmar-Thailand Trilateral Highway v.



Kaladan multimodal highway



vi. Tamu-Kalay rail link to Myanmar 



Speeding up efforts on these fronts is essential to make 'Act East Policy' meaningful.



2.20 Lessons from ASEAN for SAARC



SAARC



What is the issue? 



Both SAARC and ASEAN took birth with almost similar aspirations.







While ASEAN celebrates its 50th year, being largely successful, the SAARC has remained stagnated.



Why has SAARC stagnated?







The South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC) was established with the signing of the SAARC Charter in Dhaka on 8 December 1985.







SAARC comprises of eight Member States who are Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Maldives, Nepal, Pakistan and Sri Lanka.







Cooperation - The political animosity and military conflict between India and Pakistan have disturbed the regional cooperation.







This witnessed a new low when India boycotted the 19th SAARC summit in Pakistan, as a result of the Uri terrorist attack.











Subsequently the summit was cancelled with Bangladesh, Afghanistan and Bhutan following India's stance.



It is a regional sub-grouping proposed by India for ease of access among the four countries.







It is seen as an alternative to Motor Vehicle Agreement (MVA) at the SAARC summit in Kathmandu in 2014 which Pakistan rejected.







Trade - Trade amongst the SAARC members stands only at 3.5% of their total volume of trade.







Initiatives under the South Asian Free Trade Association have failed to make much headway.







Sub-regional initiatives like the BBIN Motor Vehicle Agreement also have stalled.







Connectivity - The SAARC Visa Exemption Scheme allows only certain categories of dignitaries to be exempt from visas.
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ACIA was adopted in 2009 in the context of an integrated economic community.
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Ordinary citizens are excluded from accessing unimpeded travel in the region.







Free movement of people between India and Pakistan is not that easy.







It is even difficult to a get visa for citizens of other SAARC countries who have visited either India or Pakistan before and now wish to travel to the other.







Poor infrastructure in SAARC countries also plagues connectivity.



What lessons do ASEAN hold for SAARC? 



Mandates - ASEAN, in its first two decades, focussed on a limited range of issues.







Only after securing them, it expanded its mandate over time.







Resultantly, it now deliberates on varied issues such as climate change, disaster management, counterterrorism, drugs and human trafficking, etc.







Cooperation - ASEAN was able to ensure its sustainability by amicably resolving the disputes and adopting peaceful mechanisms to mitigate opposing claims.







Trade - Trade in ASEAN has grown rapidly.







It has focussed on promoting rapid economic growth and modernisation.







It has created the ASEAN Comprehensive Investment Agreement (ACIA) for facilitating trade.







This ensures liberalisation and protection of cross-border investments operations, together with best practices for the treatment of foreign investors and investments.







Connectivity - ASEAN nations are planning to waive entry requirements amongst the member states.







A feasibility study has been conducted on the development of a rail link from Singapore to Kunming in southern China.







This boosts intraregional trade and people-to-people connectivity.







Projects aimed at promoting the entire region as a tourist destination have also been undertaken.



What lies ahead for SAARC? 



SAARC countries should avoid building sub-regional ties at the cost of jeopardising the regional vision for unity.







E.g. Attempting to isolate Pakistan by forming sub-regional initiatives like the BIMSTEC.







Bilateral power struggle and animosity should not come in the way of keeping open the channels of engagement.



2.21 „India Japan Australia‟ Trilateral & ASEAN Why in news? 



The fourth trilateral between Foreign Secretaries of India, Japan and Australia was recently held in Delhi.







Amid growing convergences, the countries have agreed to greater collaboration on maritime security and also reached out to ASEAN.



What were discussed in the meet? 



Three sides resolved for greater collaboration on maritime security, counter terrorism and disaster response capabilities.







In a perceived jibe at China, the importance of peace, democracy, economic growth and a rule-based order was stressed.







Also, commitment to regional connectivity, project transparency, financing, environmental & labour standards were reiterated.







A statement underlining ASEAN‘s centrality in the political and security architecture of the Indo-Pacific region was also made.







This further indicated the possibility of the trilateral grouping also co-operating with East Asian nations in the security domain.



How is India‟s ASEAN outreach shaping up? 



India would be soon hosting a commemorative ASEAN-India summit in Delhi.







The theme of the engagement is expected to be ‗3Cs‘ – ―Commerce, Connectivity & Culture‖.
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Also, all 10 ASEAN-nation leaders will be the chief guests at the coming Republic Day parade.



2.22 Indo-EU Ties: A Shared Future What is the issue? 



2018 has started with a growth uptick in the Euro-zone and the lowest unemployment rates for the decade.







This is a positive for India as EU has been a major business and trading partner to India for long. What is the significance of 2018?



Quadrilateral Partnership 



The ―quadrilateral partnership‖ ―Concert of Democracies‖, is counterpoise to authoritarian China.



or a







The Franco-German motor has been instrumental in accelerating the EU forward since the times of the Elysée Treaty of 1963 (friendship treaty).







It involves India, Australia, Japan and the US cooperating in defence and commerce in the Asia-Pacific.







Currently, there is considerable optimism as both with Ms. Merkel in Germany and Mr. Macron in France, have strong pro-EU views.







It first gained traction in 2007, when the navies of the four countries trained together in Exercise Malabar.







They‘ve have expressed renewed ambitions for Europe to adapt it to today‘s challenges in a rapidly-evolving world like ―climate change and terrorism‖.







In 2008, the quadrilateral fell victim to domestic politics after Australia elected China-friendly leader.



Much has been done over the last few years to consolidate the Euro-zone, protect our borders, fight against terrorism and build European defences. How has Indo-EU bonhomie been?







Now Japan‘s Prime Minister, has again mooted a coming together of the four countries.







This time to ―counteract‖ Belt and Road Initiative and its growing assertiveness in the South China Sea.







India had expanded the bilateral USIndia Exercise Malabar into a trilateral featuring Japan in 2016.







This year invited Australian military personnel to attend Malabar 2017 as ―observers‖.











While there are multiple global challenges shared across the world, India and Europe share a lot more basic principles and values in common.







Shared Ideals - Both believe in multilateralism, cooperation and a rules-based international order rather than the unilateral use of force and coercion.







Both believe democracy, human rights and the rule of law to be the best means to secure freedom and prosperity for our peoples.







This lays the ground for a natural partnership and thereby the Indo-EU relationship is as old as the EU itself.







Current Partnerships - Today, the EU is India‘s largest trading partner and investor, and will remain so even after Brexit.







European companies are actively involved in India in creating jobs, sharing technical know-how, and promoting research and innovation here.  Reciprocally, highly-qualified Indian workers have been contributing to the European economy for decades.  Notably, Indian investment flows towards Europe is also strong and EU remains open to Indian talent and enterprise even during disruptive times.  Together, we are formulating innovative solutions for the 21st century in the fields of smart cities, renewable energy and clean transportation.  Strategic Significance - While there is lesser visibility for this, there is a very important growing EU-India security partnership.  For France and Germany, India has been a trusted security partner for many years, which is steadily building into a greater partnership with EU as a whole.  Regular exchanges of views are already taking place between Indian and European officials on a large number of foreign policy and security issues.  This further build into a concrete cooperation in areas such as counter-terrorism, and cyber-security. 2.23 India and Quadrilateral Partnership Why in news? India plans to join a quadrilateral grouping against China.
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Earlier in 2007, this grouping had prompted a diplomatic demarche from Beijing, which wrote to all four capitals acerbically asking who they were training to fight against.







India is the only quadrilateral partner that does not enjoy a treaty relationship with the US.







In the event of Chinese retaliation or provocation, India may end up alone.







India is the only member of the proposed quadrilateral that has a land boundary with China, and a hotly contested one at that.







Even if the quadrilateral provides assurances on India‘s maritime security, the land boundary will inevitably remain India‘s problem to deal with.







To regard India‘s participation in a quadrilateral, China may feel uncontrolled in propping up Pakistan as a counterweight to India.



What are the advantages for India? 



This a signal from India that Chinese aggression and animosity serves to push India closer to a rival camp, thus incurring a cost for Beijing.







It will deepen New Delhi‘s ties with US, Australia and Japan with attendant benefits in diplomatic leverage and burden sharing in defence.







Working with America and US allies in the Asia-Pacific will provide New Delhi significant leverage in shaping US policies in Afghanistan-Pakistan to the benefit of India.



What is India‟s Position? 



India already has a strong bilateral security engagement with most European Powers and maritime security has held high priority.







Recently, France and India decided to expand information sharing and explore operational cooperation between their navies.







Newer agreements for maritime intelligence sharing, augmenting naval infrastructure and logistical support are being pushed.







China‘s rapid naval advances in the Indian Ocean only highlight the importance of evolving a comprehensive strategic framework.



2.24 India and ICAN What is the issue? 



ICAN was awarded the 2017 Nobel Peace Prize for its efforts on nuclear prohibition.







India denounced from voting in favour of a resolution brought in by ICAN, in this regard.







This gains significance in the larger context of India's place in nuclear non-proliferation.



What is ICAN?



Conference on Disarmament (CD) 



CD is a forum established in 1979.







It is to negotiate multilateral arms control and disarmament agreements.







It is a forum used by its member states (around 65), to negotiate the Biological Weapons Convention and the Chemical Weapons Convention.







While the conference is not formally a UN organization, it is linked to it through a personal representative of the UNSG.







The CD works by consensus, and nuclear powers, including India and Pakistan, assemble there mainly to block each other.







The International Campaign to Abolish Nuclear Weapons was launched in 2007.







It is a global civil society coalition which constitutes 468 partner organizations from around 10o countries.







The campaign helped bring about the Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons.







It works primarily to promote adherence to and full implementation of this treaty.







It called upon nuclear-armed states to initiate negotiations to gradual elimination of the world‘s 15,000 nuclear weapons.







Its uniqueness is that it pays attention to the humanitarian threat posed by nuclear weapons.
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Earlier this year, ICAN came up with an international treaty that was negotiated and concluded at the United Nations.







The treaty will come into effect only when 50 nations have ratified it; so far, only a handful have done so.







When it comes into force, it will be binding only on those who have ratified it.







Notably, none of the nine nuclear powers, including India and Pakistan, associated themselves with the treaty or the related negotiations at the UN.







Many of them view the possession of nuclear weapons as deterrents to war.







Officially, India holds up its commitment to a nuclear weapons-free world.







However, it stresses that there must be a ―universal, non-discriminatory and verifiable nuclear disarmament‖.







It stayed away from the treaty citing the Conference of Disarmament as the right forum to negotiate a ―stepby-step process‖ to achieve a nuclear weapons-free world.



What does India's stance imply? 



If India had joined the other member states in voting for the resolution, it would have signalled itself as a major force for peace.







By not doing so, India has alienated itself from a majority of the international community sizeably from the non-aligned nations.







India has denied the opportunity of being the only Nuclear Weapon Power to continue with the record of championing for peace cause.







This has rendered meaningless India's adherence over the past to various nuclear disarmament efforts.







Moreover, seeking a resolution through Conference on Disarmament (CD) also seems almost unachievable.



2.25 Indian Judge at the ICJ Why in news? An Indian Justice Dalveer Bhandari was re-elected as a judge to the International Court of Justice (ICJ). How are judges elected to the ICJ? 



The ICJ has a bench of 15 judges to settle legal disputes submitted to it by States and to give advisory opinions on legal questions.







Elections are conducted triennially, and five among these 15 judges are elected every three years for a nineyear term.







This is to ensure a sense of continuity, especially in pending cases.







A candidate needs to get an absolute majority in both the chambers i.e. the UNGA and the UNSC, to get elected.







Judges are eligible to stand for re-election.







After the Court is in session, a President and VicePresident are elected by secret ballot to hold office for three years.







Of the 15 judges, it is mandated that i. ii. iii. iv. v.



three should be from Africa two from Latin America and the Caribbean three from Asia five from Western Europe and other states two from Eastern Europe



International Court of Justice 



The International Court of Justice (ICJ) was established in 1945 after half a century of international conflict in the form of two World Wars.







The ICJ functions with its seat at The Hague, Netherlands.







It has the jurisdiction to settle disputes between countries and examine cases pertaining to violation of human rights.







It adjudicates cases according to the tenets of international law and is the judicial arm of the United Nations.







ICJ is not to be confused with ICC (International Criminal Court) which is a permanent tribunal created to prosecute individuals for genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and the crime of aggression.







While ICJ is the primary judicial organ of the UN, the ICC is legally and functionally independent from the United Nations.



Why is the recent election so significant?
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India - India has got the third member of its origin to secure a prominent position in a United Nations (UN) body in recent months.







Although he does not represent the Indian government, having a judge of Indian origin is seen as a strategic asset.







It particularly gains significance in the backdrop of the Kulbhushan Jadhav case, which is currently pending before the ICJ.







UK - In UN history, a seven-decade-old convention of the United Kingdom having a judge at the ICJ stands broken.







The United Kingdom, which has had a judge since 1946, withdrew its candidate and gave way for India‘s nominee.







It did so in the face of a defeat at the 193-member UN General Assembly; Bhandari, in the end, won 183 out of 193 votes at the UNGA and all 15 at the UNSC.







Post-Brexit, London has found itself on a more lonely pitch.







India emerging as a top economic partner and a potential market for a post-Brexit UK could also have played a role in Britain‘s decision.







Further, UK wants India to play a lead role in the upcoming UK hosted Commonwealth Heads of Government summit to shed the image of it being a ―white man‘s club‖.







Global - Besides this doubted diplomatic move, the election has come as a sign of a beginning of change.







And also as an opportunity to challenge the sense of entitlement among the permanent members and changing the status quo.







India can now consider channelizing this energy and momentum to push for larger reforms at the United Nations Security Council.



Indian Members in the UN 



Recently, international law expert Neeru Chadha was elected to the UN body, the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea (ITLOS).







Soumya Swaminathan, director general of the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR), was appointed the deputy director general for programmes at the WHO very recently.



2.26 India‟s Entry into Wassenaar Arrangement Why in news? India has been admitted as the 42nd member of Wassenaar Arrangement. What is Wassenaar Arrangement? 



The Wassenaar Arrangement is an elite club of countries which subscribe to arms export controls.







It is clubbed with mechanisms such as the Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG), the Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) and the Australia Group.







The body came into being in 1996 to succeed the Cold War-era Coordinating Committee for Multilateral Export Controls.







The WA has 42 members, with the exception of China, all the other permanent members of the U.N. Security Council are signatories of the WA.



How does the Wassenaar Arrangement work? 



The goal of the Arrangement is to promote transparency and greater responsibility in transfers of conventional arms and dual-use goods and technologies.







The Arrangement works according to WA Control Lists and the controls are subject to ratification by the participants.







Participants are required toensure that transfers of these items do not contribute to the development or enhancement of military capabilities which undermine the goal.



What are the significances of India‟s entry?
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Earlier India‘s efforts at the NSG were stopped by China, which is not a member of the Wassenaar Arrangement.







Wassenaar Arrangement membership is seen as a credit on India‘s need for diplomacy in sensitive nuclear issues, compared to the failed attempt to gain entry to the NSG in 2016.







India‘s admittance into the Wassenaar Arrangement will strengthen India‘s credentials as a responsible nuclear power.







India‘s WA membership is expected to build up a strong case for India‘s entry into the 48-member Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG).







Wassenaar Arrangement will also embed India deeper in the global non-proliferation architecture and enable access to critical technologies in the defence and space sectors.



2.27 Quick facts NSG The Nuclear Suppliers Group (NSG) is a group of nuclear supplier countries that seeks to contribute to the nonproliferation of nuclear weapons. 



It has 48 members and India is not a member of this group.







Support of international efforts towards non-proliferation of weapons of mass destruction is the main consideration for the participation in the group.







The NSG Guidelines authorises a member country to transfer only when satisfied that the transfer would not contribute to the proliferation of nuclear weapons.



MTCR 



Missile Technology Control Regime (MTCR) was established in April 1987 by Japan.







It aims to limit the spread of ballistic missiles and other unmanned delivery systems that could be used for chemical, biological, and nuclear attacks.







It has 35 members,which include most of the world's key missile manufacturers, India is a member in this group.







It seeks to restrict the exports of missiles and related technologies of any type of weapon of mass destruction.



Australia Group 



The Australia Group (AG) is an informal forum of countries which, through the harmonisation of export controls.







It seeks to ensure that exports do not contribute to the development of chemical or biological weapons.







It has 42 members and India is not a member of this group.



2.28 India - UNSC Permanent Seat Why in news? U.S. Permanent Representative to the UN has recently hinted of US's support for India‘s permanent membership in the UN Security Council. What is UNSC reform? 



The United Nations Security Council is one of the six principal organs of the United Nations formed in 1945.







Despite drastic changes in geopolitics and international relations the Council has not been reformed yet.







The demands for reform of the UNSC is based on five key issues: 1. Categories of membership (permanent, non-permanent). 2. The question of the veto held by the five permanent members. 3. Regional representation. 4. The size of an enlarged Council and its working methods. 5. The relationship between Security Council and General Assembly.







Notably, any reform of the Security Council would require the agreement of at least two-thirds of UN member states.
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Importantly, the agreement of all the permanent members of the UNSC enjoying the veto right is also required. G-4 What is the complication? 



There is still lack of consensus among member States and regional groups on moving forward with the reforms.







The G4 nations comprises of Brazil, Germany, India, and Japan.







Veto power is one of the prime issues of contention.











The countries aspiring for permanent membership are demanding the same veto power as that of the existing members.



These four countries support each other‘s bids for permanent seats on the United Nations Security Council.







However the present permanent members reject this demand.







Currently there are five permanent members with veto power in the UNSC China, France, Russia, UK and US.







Alternatively, Uniting for Consensus (UfC) is a movement, nicknamed the Coffee Club, to oppose the possible expansion of permanent seatsl.







Italy, Pakistan, Mexico, Spain, Argentina, Turkey, Canada, South Koreaand Egypt are members to it.







Nevertheless, some countries like the US are supporting the expansion of membership, provided without the veto power. What lies before India? 



It is to be noted that India had earlier conceded together with the others in G-4 that veto should not be an issue, at least for the present.







But, the government sources have outrightly stressed on India's demand for equal veto rights as that of other permanent members.







Thus India should instead take the lead offered by the U.S and explore the idea further with the U.S to take forward its aims.







It opens up the possibility of permanent membership for India without veto.







India should also focus on Russia and China, the two permanent members of the Security Council who do not want to see any changes.



3. INTERNATIONAL ISSUES 3.1 New US legislation on H1B visa Why in news? The Immigration Innovation (I-Squared) Act-2018 was introduced recently in the US Senate. What is the Act about? 



The H1B is a common work visa granted to high-skilled foreigners to work at companies in the US.







Its validity is three years and can be renewed for three more years.



 The present Act seeks to increase the annual H1B visa quota. What are the key provisions? 



The Act advocates increasing the number of base H1B visas from 65,000 to 85,000 a year.







This is to encourage the migration of talented engineers to the United States.







It also puts forth the creation of a plan that allows the issuance of these visas based on market demand.







The new Bill seeks to prevent the H1B visa programme from being used for outsourcing jobs or undercutting American wages.







It allows the US government to raise as much as $ 1 billion from increased visa fees.







This is to fund science, technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education as well as train workers in the country.







The act provides work authorisation for spouses and dependent children of H-1B visa holders.



 It also establishes a grace period during which H-1B visa holders can change jobs without losing legal status. What would the impact be? 



The top American IT companies would have the world‘s best and brightest to fill jobs in highly technical, specialised fields.







Notably there is a shortage of American labour in this front.







Logically, the major beneficiaries of this would be companies like Google, Microsoft, Facebook, etc.
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On the other hand, if the Bill was approved, it could be a big setback for Indian IT services companies.







This is in the context of higher salary norm and the threat of increased brain drain.







The minimum salary would be increased to $100,000 and so top companies can attract talent.







However, due to a higher minimum salary, the number of people going to the US from other smaller Indian firms would come down.







Notably, many IT firms have once been the biggest beneficiaries of the H1B visa regime.







But with stricter norms, dependency on such visas has consistently been reduced and local hiring in the US increased.







In all, the measure would mean a trend away from offshoring and outsourcing to India.



How does the future look? 



India's National Association of Software and Services Companies (Nasscom) has advocated a more liberal visa regime.







The demand is to allow better labour movement from India to overcome the shortage of over one million engineers in the US.







The fact is that US technology companies need IT talent but the US politics is so divided.







The so-called I-Squared Act have been introduced in earlier sessions too; but unsuccessfully.







However, with Trump's protectionist and antiimmigration focus, it is to be seen whether the Bill would be passed.



Second amendment rights 



In 1791, the Bill of Rights, which is the first ten amendments to the Constitution, was adopted.







The Bill of Rights provided for greater constitutional protection for individual liberties and specified prohibitions on governmental power.







The second amendment pertains to the right of every citizen to bear arms and ammunition.







It was envisaged as a provision to give a sense of freedom to the citizens and for their own defense.



3.2 Need for Gun Control Laws - US Why in news? A Las Vegas Strip in US witnessed a mass shooting, killing around 60 people and injuring more than 500. What is the concern? 



The constitution makers did not mean this provision for the present sophisticated, automatic-firing killing machines.







Also, being a truly federal state, the US states brought in their own rules governing the possession of arms and ammunition.







It differs from stricter regulations to those that does not mandate even a license to bear arms and limitation on the numbers.







The regional difference and unregulated use have resulted in many instances of gun violence, claiming thousands of innocent lives.







On an average, more than 90 Americans lose their lives to gun violence every day.







Though the shooter in recent case is suspected for IS links, the need is for a more sensible gun ownership regulation.



What were the earlier attempts? 



Many attempts at bringing in gun control regulations failed in the US Congress.







The former President Obama launched a final attempt through an executive action.







Introduced in 2015, the King-Thompson bill aimed at closing the loopholes in gun laws.







It aimed at 1.



Expanding the existing background check system.



2. The system would cover all commercial firearm sales including those at gun shows, over the internet or in classified ads. 3. However, it provides reasonable exceptions for family and friend transfers.
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Improving treatment of mental health conditions nationwide.







Despite these attempts, the U.S. Congress shows reluctance to take steps.







This is primarily because of lobbying by the National Rifle Association and the huge number of gun manufacturers.







The gun lobby‘s interest is being upheld by a cultural inclination for gun ownership rooted in the Second Amendment.



What should be done? 



The US Congress must take efforts to pass the bipartisan King-Thompson legislation.







This can strengthen the life-saving background checks that keep guns out of the wrong hands.







A Select Committee on Gun Violence could be created to study and report on a sensible legislation addressing other issues in this regard.







This can ensure that children and those with mental illnesses don‘t have access to guns.







The ‗right to bear arms‘ would become meaningful only with accompanied responsibilities.



3.3 US decertifying The Iran Deal Why in news? U.S. President has announced his refusal to certify for continuing the sanctions waiver for Iran, under the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA). What are these sanctions and certifications? 



Primary sanctions are sanctions imposed on the offending party or the country itself.







On the other hand, secondary sanctions are imposed on a third country that does business with the offending country.







In this context, the US administration has notably two obligations with regard to the Iran nuclear deal.







One, certifying every 90 days, confirming i) Iran's full compliance with the deal, ii)U.S's national security interests in continuing with the sanctions waiver.







This falls under the US's domestic law namely Iran Nuclear Agreement Review Act (INARA).







This obligation was rolled out with the objective to constrain the US presidential authority to waive sanctions on Iran.







Two, renewing every 120 days, the lifting of the U.S.‘s secondary nuclear sanctions under JCPOA.







This is part of the international law.







The Trump's recent decision only decertifies the 90 days clause and not re-imposes the nuclear-related sanctions that were waived.



Why has the US not renewed the sanctions? 



Trump had earlier remarked the JCPOA as the "worst deal ever".







Clearly, he could have withheld the latest (September) renewal of sanctions waiver and triggered re-imposition of secondary nuclear sanctions.







He did not do so because this would have violated the international law since the sanctions clause falls under the international law.







Also, Iran still remains in compliance with the JCPOA and enjoys international support.







Trump has therefore passed on the decision on sanctions to the U.S. Congress.







Trump's latest renewal of the waiver on secondary sanctions will hold for 120 days, till mid-January 2018.







This is why the U.S. sanctions have not kicked in yet.







Notably, Trump's decision to decertify the nuclear deal will not necessarily withdraw the US from the agreement.



What are the larger implications?
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Only two countries have applauded Mr. Trump‘s decision; one, Saudi Arabia and two, Israel.







Europe - However, the US's move is clearly a sign of emerging divide between the US and the European allies, for the first time since 1945.







Evidently, the German, French and British leaders have jointly declared their shared national security interests in preserving the JCPOA.







The European Union officials have stated that the world could not afford to dismantle a successfully working nuclear agreement.







Iran - Beyond the U.S.-Iran relations, Iran can make things difficult for the U.S. in Afghanistan as also in Iraq and Syria.







The U.S.‘s ability to work with Russia in Syria or with China regarding North Korea could also be impacted.







More importantly, the move could demotivate Iran to comply with nuclear restrictions, which could have farreaching implications on nuclear non-proliferations efforts.







Business - It is to be noted that the sanctions relief applied only to secondary nuclear sanctions i.e. third country companies were free to engage with Iran.







However, the primary sanctions continued i.e. certain U.S. companies still remained barred from dealings with Iran.







Also, US can continue to impose even secondary sanctions against certain foreign entities for non-nuclear harmful activity.







This business implication of the deal is sure to influence the global countries' stances and decisions on the issue.



What lies ahead? 



Congress - Trump now expects the Congress to end some of the sunset clauses of 10/15 years in the JCPOA by making it permanent.







And also to establish new benchmarks on missile activities and regional behaviour for continuing sanctions relief.







Trump - On the other hand, amending INARA in line with Trump's motive is also doubtful of getting through in the US Senate.







By all means, Trump would face a critical situation in January.







Of either renewing the sanctions waiver for another 120 days (against his will) or withholding it which would put the U.S. in violation of the JCPOA.







Deal - In either case, the implication would be a renegotiation of the JCPOA.







Given the present international scenario, any such move in UNSC would only attract a veto by both Russia and China.







Iran is also not prepared to renegotiate the deal and many other countries have promised to uphold the deal.







However, the challenge is to protect their companies from the U.S. sanctions if they continue their engagement with Iran.



3.4 Fiscal Shutdown in the U.S What is the issue? 



Democrats have successfully obstructed the ―spending Bill‖ in the US senate.







This was done to force the Trump administration to protect undocumented child immigration from deportation.



What is the status of the current spending bill? 



USA‘s ―Spending Bill‖ is an agglomerated ―Appropriation Bill‖ for drawing money for various budgetary allocations.







Unlike in parliamentary democracies, the failure of an Appropriation Bill doesn‘t lead to the fall of the government in presidential systems such as US.



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



46 



To become a law, any bill in the US will have to pass through both houses of the Congress namely – ―Senate‖ and the ―House of Representatives‖ and then get the assent of the president.







While the current Spending Bill sailed through the Congress with a 230-197 vote, it was blocked in the senate due to Democrat Senators.







Notably, congress has been struggling since October to pass this spending Bill, which is being held hostage due to the child immigration issue.



How does the U.S. senate work? 



The US senate has 100 seats and any bill needs a majority (which is 50% + 1) of the total votes casted to get passed.







The ―Republican Party‖ (Trump‘s party) currently holds 51 seats in the senate, while the ―Democrat Party‖ holds 47 and 2 is held by independents.







But unlike in India, there is no anti-defection law in the US and also as long as senators are engaged in debates, the bill can‘t be put to vote.







Since Senate has only a limited number of working days, many a times some senators have resorted to obstructionist debates to block bills.







This practice of blocking bills is called ―fillibustery‖ and to break this jinx a guillotine motion was commissioned.







To guillotine a debate, a three-fifth majority of those present and voting is needed, which accounts to 60 if the house votes in full attendance.







If guillotine doesn‘t succeed, then a bill eventually lapses with the Senate session, which is what happened to the current spending bill.



What are the implications? 



The government was till recently being funded by temporary arrangements since the new fiscal year began in October.







The current stalemate means that the government will now face a complete shutdown due to lack of funds, which has happened only thrice since 1995.







This means most ―non-essential‖ federal workers will be put on leave, and only those dealing with public safety and national security, would continue work.







Nearly 1 million people would not receive regular pay checks, and businesses involved with the government would also stand to lose revenue.







Also, due to reduced taxes, the exchequer stands to lose $6.5bn a week, and also potentially devastating ramifications for the national economy looms.







Despite this pressing situation, Mr. Trump seems to be continuing his aggressive posture against the Democrats on the immigration issue.



3.5 US Presidential Elections & Russian Tampering Why in news? There is an ongoing investigation on Russian involvement to tamper the American Presidential elections. How did the case unfold? 



The Controversy - First signs of Russian complicity in hacking the emails of Hillary came when Mr. Trump began to speak of friendly relations with Russia.







The situation snowballed into a crisis post-election, and Mr.Trump faces charges of colluding with a foreign government to rig the election in his favour.







Notably, former Presidents Richard Nixon and Bill Clinton faced similar charges in the impeachment proceedings against them.
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Investigation - The investigation began with the appointment of Robert Mueller, as Special Counsel by the Justice Department.







Also two Congressional committees were constituted for the same.







Evidence is mounting that Mr. Trump‘s camp colluded with the Russians to gather information about Ms. Clinton.







The allegation is that Mr.Trump‘s close aides met with several other Russians during the campaign trail.







Based on these initial leads, Mr.Trump‘s campaign chairman, Mr. Paul Manafort became the first Republican to be accused.



What is the impact on bilateral ties? 



As the Special Prosecutor closes in on the President, U.S.-Russia relations are on a downward spiral.







The U.S. sanctions against Russia, tensions in Syria & Korean Peninsula, and the stalemate over Ukraine are problems that defy solutions.







Mr.Putin recently deplored what he termed an ―unprecedented‖ anti-Russia campaign in the U.S.







As Russian diplomatic facilities were closed and Russia media has been stifled by US authorities, Putin has promised a symmetrical counter response.



How does the future look? 



Russia probably did meddled in the U.S. elections.







But even if the Mueller investigation throws up evidence, the President might turn out to be not guilty.







As it is highly improbable to pin the investigations directly down till the president, an impeachment is not likely on this account.







But the shadow such evidence casts on elections in the U.S. and U.S.-Russia relations will be dark and deep.



3.6 U.S leaves UNESCO Why in news? U.S has recently announced its withdrawal from the U.N. Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organisation (UNESCO). What is the reason? 



UNESCO, which designates world heritage spots, accorded recognition in 2011 to Palestine as its 195th member.







UNESCO is the first U.N. agency to do so.







This triggered controversies over the historical status of the region‘s religious symbols.







And this is also a continuing issue of contention between the already divided Palestinian Authority and Israel.







The 2012 elevation to a non-member observer status at the UN came as a boost for Palestinians demanding separate statehood.







The US had long had stronger ties with Israel and supported its settlements in Palestine.







Also, U.S. laws bar funding to any UN agency that recognises the Palestinian state.







Accordingly, the US had stopped funding the UNESCO since its 2011 decision.







It also opposed to the admission of Palestine to world bodies until the question of its UN membership was resolved.
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Meanwhile, Arab nations at the UNESCO have sought to fast-track the designation of holy sites as endangered heritage sites.







They alleged Israel of making attacks on religious sites, affecting their authenticity and integrity.







Notably, UNESCO declared a contested shrine in Hebron city as an endangered Palestinian heritage site.







These events triggered U.S‘ exit.



UNESCO 







What does the US move signify? 



The actual withdrawal will take effect on December 31, 2018 and until then it will remain a full member of the body.







The decision reflects U.S's concerns with mounting arrears at UNESCO, the need for fundamental reform in the organisation, and continuing anti-Israel bias at UNESCO.







The decision is also an attempt to reassert its geopolitical influence in West Asia.



What lies ahead?



 











It is a global development agency with missions that include promoting sex education, literacy, clean water and equality for women. It is responsible for promoting peace, social justice, human rights and international security through International cooperation on educational, science and cultural programs. It has 195 member states and is based in Paris, France. It is known for its World Heritage Mission which encourages world countries to protect Natural and Cultural Heritage sites. It publishes Global Education Monitoring report and Gender Parity Index. It also leads the initiative of Man and Biosphere Programme for protecting Biosphere reserves across the world.







It is to be noted that US has indicated its desire to remain engaged with UNESCO as a non-member observer state.







This is to contribute its views and expertise on some important issues undertaken by the organisation.







It would be hasty to view US's exit from the UNESCO as a point of no return.







Because, earlier in 1984, the U.S. had withdrawn from the UNESCO, accusing it of favouring the Soviet Union; nevertheless it rejoined the U.N. body in 2002.



3.7 Restrictions on Pakistan Why in news? US Congress proposed restrictions on Pakistan for its role in fuelling terror in Afghanistan. What is the need for such restrictions? 



Country Report of Terrorism, 2016 has noted that Pakistan has failed to take action against the Afghan Taliban and Haqqani Network that continue to operate from ―Pakistan based safe havens‖.







Pakistan government did not take any significant action against the Lashkar-e-toiba and Jaish-e-mohamadi who are responsible for terror activities in India.







The US is now proposing closer oversight of how US funds for Afghanistan are utilised by the Afghan government.



What are the decisions of US over Pakistan? 



Sanctions -The US legislation proposes imposing graduated diplomatic, military and economic costs on Pakistan as long as it continues to provide support and sanctuary to terrorist links.







Assistance - It plans for assistance to Pakistan for terminating support for all terrorist and insurgent groups.







Diplomatic ties - US calls for working through flexible frameworks for regional dialogue, together with Afghanistan, Pakistan, China, India, Tajikistan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan and other nations.



3.8 US Threat to Pakistan Why in news? The U.S. President has recently made an announcement, threatening to stop financial assistance to Pakistan. What is US's stance?
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The US has accused Pakistan of providing safe havens to the terrorists that US is striving to root out in Afghanistan.







There was significant scaling down of U.S assistance to Pakistan in the later years of the Obama administration.







The U.S has also made disbursement of Pentagon‘s Coalition Support Funds (CSF) more stringent.







CSF is the reimbursement to Pakistan for logistical and operational support of U.S-led military operations.







A decision by the Trump administration on CSF for 2017 is pending.







Notably, US was insisting Pakistan to hand over a Haqqani Network operative who kidnapped an AmericanCanadian couple and held them hostage.







It was also ―contemplating withholding‖ aid if Pakistan‘s response to the demand was not satisfactory.







Besides shutting down terror havens, the US wants Pakistan to use its influence on those terror organisations in negotiations with the Afghan government to hold peaceful elections.



What are the implications? 



Pakistan - Pakistan has maintained that it would officially respond to Trump's allegations.







With Pakistan already caught up in a civil-military crisis in recent months, Trump's move has caused new disruptions.







The real catastrophe in Pakistan is the cynical use of Islamist extremism by the security establishment to hold democracy hostage.







Until this changes, there is scant hope Pakistan will take control of terrorism.







China - It is possible that Pakistan will reach out to China to alleviate the potential economic hardship due to US's decision.







Notably, China holds that Pakistan had made enormous efforts and sacrificed for the fight against terrorism.







It defended Pakistan, saying the world community should acknowledge Pak's ―outstanding contribution‖ to counter terrorism.







China has reasserted Pakistan as its all-weather partner and expressed its readiness to promote and deepen all-round cooperation.







Notably, China is currently investing heavily in Pakistan as part of China Pakistan Economic Corridor (CPEC).







Roping in Afghanistan, Beijing announced plans to extend the CPEC to Afghanistan as well.







But, Afghanistan accuses Pakistan of sheltering Taliban militants.







However, China is seeking to mediate between the two neighbours through the trilateral mechanism.



3.9 Suspension of Security Assistance to Pakistan Why in news? U.S. recently said that it will be suspending most of its security assistance to Pakistan until it ―takes decisive action‖ against terror groups. What is significance? 



The total amount in question could exceed $1 billion dollars.







The decision will delay, and perhaps eventually deny, pending payments to Islamabad.







This includes both payments under the State Department‘s Foreign Military Financing and under the Coalition Support Fund, which involves reimbursement for Pakistan‘s logistical support in the Afghanistan war.







However, civilian assistance programmes are not included.







$255 million of foreign military financing (FMF) has already been withheld for a few months.



Can this be a true leverage? 



Some believe that it can only be a minimal coercive leverage
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This is because o



The US continues to rely on Pakistan for the ground and air supply routes to Afghanistan, and



o



Any financial harm that the US inflicts on Pakistan will be cushioned by CPEC.







But it is to be noted that the security aid is not the only leverage the US has.







US also has is its influential role in international financial institutions like the International Monetary Fund (IMF) and the World Bank.







The Pakistani army is prone to seeking bailout packages from the IMF.







Widening trade deficit, high public debt and low foreign exchange reserves may also push Pakistani government in this year towards these institutions.







The US also has tools like visa denial and freezing of assets of senior officers in the Pakistan army and the Inter-Services Intelligence (ISI) involved with terrorist outfits.







In the past, the fear of sanctions by the inter-governmental Financial Action Task Force (FATF) has forced Pakistan to ban fund-raising by organizations proscribed by the UN.







A concerted set of moves under a tighter, overarching sanctions regime might asphyxiate Pakistan‘s illicit activities.







As far as Cpec is concerned, it is yet to be seen whether it will kick-start the virtuous cycle of high investment and greater productivity or push Pakistan into a debt trap.



3.10 U.S‟s Afghan Strategy Why in news? U.S President recently announced his new Afghan strategy. What are the highlights of the strategy? 



Pakistan -It is acknowledged the fact that Pakistan has been playing a destructive role in Afghanistan by providing support and sanctuary to terrorists.







India -India is the ninth biggest trading partner of the U.S. and India had a trade surplus of around $26 billion with the U.S. in goods trade alone in 2016.







It pointed out that India makes billions of dollars in trade with the United States and in return it wants India to help US more with Afghanistan.







It recognized India as a strategic partner for security and economic development in Afghanistan.







By inviting India to be a partner in Afghanistan, it entirely overruled Pakistan‘s position that India‘s involvement to its west is part of the problem.







South Asia -It followed the previous administration‘s understanding of South Asia as a nuclear flash point.







It sees the relationship between Pakistan and India as worsening wants to prevent nuclear weapons of either of the countries from falling into the hands of terrorists.







ANDSF -It reiterated the centrality of the Afghan National Defense and Security Forces (ANDSF) in defense of Afghan values, and safeguarding the space for democratic & constitutional play by keeping the Taliban and other terrorists at bay with military and financial assistance of the US.







It clarified U.S‘ stance in Afghanistan as not nation-building but killing terrorists.



What was the need? 



Sixteen years since George W. Bush ordered the American invasion of Afghanistan and toppled the Taliban regime, the insurgents are on the ascendant again.







More than half the country‘s territory is now controlled by the Taliban, while the IS has set up base in eastern Afghanistan.







In recent years, both the Taliban and the IS have carried out a number of terror attacks in the country, including high security zones, raising questions about the very survival of the government.







US wants to avoid the kind of vacuum left behind by the Soviet withdrawal in the late 1980s that plunged Afghanistan into a protracted civil war.



What should we do?
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A positive Indian approach would involve three elements — economic, security and diplomatic.







India must ramp up its economic diplomacy in Afghanistan to bring immediate benefits to Kabul.







It must step up security cooperation with Afghanistan, especially in the training of its police and armed forces and intelligence sharing.







It must also remind the world of its commitment to regional cooperation with Afghanistan and Pakistan.



How will it affect Pakistan? 



Pakistan is conscious of the dangers of antagonising the West.







But it also should be noted that Pakistan has got away with its misdeeds for the past 17 years.







So it would indeed prove difficult to turn words into action.







It will not be easy, however, for Pakistan to abandon its investments in cross-border terror.



3.11 US-China Trade Dispute Why in news? U.S. President has ordered an enquiry to determine if an investigation into China‘s trade practices was warranted. What are the practices that U.S objects? 



Chinese laws require American and other foreign companies that are directly investing in China to set up joint ventures with Chinese partners.







In some cases, transfer of intellectual property assets is also mandated.







China is already on the USTR Priority Watch List, which is a list of countries whose IP regimes are deficient.







But it is also to be noted here that China is the U.S.‘s largest goods trading partner.



What could be the possible actions? 



There are provisions in the U.S. Trade Act, 1974, which enable the U.S. to take action to enforce trade treaties, or use counter measures, such as retaliatory tariffs.







China has said if that it will retaliate if the U.S. acts against it in a manner that violates existing international trade agreements.







If retaliatory measures come in place, then it is possible that a trade war could ensue between the two.



3.12 US Migration Policy – Revocation of DACA Why in news? U.S. President Donald Trump has decided to revoke the DACA policy that protects the children of immigrants. What is DACA? 



Deferred Action for Childhood Arrivals (DACA) policy is an Obama-era executive action designed to protect those who arrived in the U.S. as children accompanying their undocumented migrant parents.







Obama administration‘s viewed that as long as such childhood arrivals integrated lawfully and productively into American society, there could be no reasonable argument to send them back.







On the contrary, Mr. Trump had promised to crack down on all forms of undocumented immigration and hence called for DACA‘s revocation.







Consequently, nearly 800,000 people in the U.S. now face the possibility of losing their jobs, driver‘s licences and university seats and even deportation.



What is the current situation? 



Now, the buck is effectively with the Congress to come up with a law for a lasting solution to the problem.







No new applications are being processed currently and existing beneficiaries requiring renewal of permits for a further two-year period before March 2018.







Beyond that deadline, their continuance in the U.S. would require lawmakers to come up with a new bill similar to the previously proposed (but failed) ―Development, Relief & Education for Alien Minors‖ (DREAM) Act.



How does the future look?
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If an immigration bill gets passed, the painful questions surrounding visa issues could be laid to rest.







This would help foster a climate of greater predictability for businesses.







Given the hostile political climate, there is a real risk that short-term calculations force lawmakers to overlook the need for a more robust and a sustainable remedy.



3.13 Tensions between U.S & Russia Why in news? Russian President Vladimir Putin has ordered 755 US diplomatic staff to leave the country. How did the crisis evolve? 



US‘s intervention in the middle-east since early 2000s has destabilised state structures in many countries leading to the rise of radical jihad which was posing a threat to Russia‘s security.







NATO breached its promise of not to expand eastwards by steadily increasing its influence in Ukraine.







Russia & the US have been involved in face-off indirectly for long by aligning with opposite sides in various international conflicts.







Russia‘s war in Ukraine, and its intimidation of small states on its peripheries, led up to President Obama to imposing sanctions in 2014.







Russian diplomatic missions in US were orderd to downsize as a retaliation when initial evidence of Russian rigging of the US presidential elections emerged.



What was recent set-off? 



While the investigation into the allegations of Russia‘s election-time interference in US is still under way, Congress went ahead preparing the sanctions Bill.







The Bill seeks to limit US President Trump‘s ability to suspend or lift sanctions on Russia.







The new sanctions will add to Russia‘s economic troubles at a time it is already facing sanctions imposed by Europe and the U.S., and dealing with a commodities slowdown.







Russia has thus opted to retaliate diplomatically.



What lies before Russia and US? 



Whenever Russia and the U.S. joined hands to address the world‘s pressing problems in recent years, there were positive results.e.g Iran nuclear deal







The Trump administration‘s willingness to work with the Russians in Syria has also helped calm parts of the war-ravaged country.







The ceasefire brokered by Moscow and Washington between the Syrian regime and rebels recently is still holding.







Besides, if the U.S. wants to address the North Korean nuclear crisis diplomatically, which is perhaps the biggest foreign policy challenge, it could do with Russia‘s help.







Russia is also crucial to stabilising Afghanistan, where US is reportedly arming the Taliban.







But instead of expanding their cooperation and addressing these challenges as responsible global leaders, the nuclear-armed powers seem to have fallen into the old Cold War-era hostility.



3.14 TPP without the US What is the issue? 



The US has come out of the Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP) after Trump's election.







The other countries in the group are now discussing on the ways to rework the deal, overcoming the initial hesitation and uncertainties.



Why was TPP less attractive without the US? 



The TPP seemed more like a leaderless grouping after the US withdrawal.







The anticipated economic impact with the loss of the US market hampered the progress of the deal.
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Ex: Countries like Vietnam and Malaysia lost the benefit of preferential access to the US and other North American markets with US withdrawal.







Being a prominent actor in the regional affairs, the American withdrawal could have a significant impact on the geopolitical effect of the partnership.







These factors made many countries sceptical of the TPP and drove them to given up on the Transpacific Partnership initially.



How is TPP still optimistic? 



Despite the above uncertainties, countries are now getting back to discussions to revive the deal.







The rest of the members believe that TPP holds economic and strategic significance even without the US.







The economic gains are still looked for, with markets like Canada and Mexico.







Also, earlier members who did not have bilateral FTAs with the US found it hard to comply with US's demands on certain sensitive issues.







These included issues like the intellectual property, investor-state-dispute-rules, state-owned enterprises and labour standards.







The US withdrawal has become a source of some relief for these countries which include Brunei, Japan, Malaysia and Vietnam.







The rework on the deal could make revisions in some chapters of the TPP agreement granting greater flexibilities to members.







Besides these benefits for the members, TPP‘s rules and regulations could possibly become templates for many future trade agreements.







Also, with US withdrawal, Asia is becoming a more prominent actor in the new TPP.







This is emphasized by the role Japan and Australia are playing in the efforts to taking forward the deal.







It comes despite the presence of Canada and Mexico, who are preoccupied with revisions in the North American Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA).



3.15 Jerusalem as Israel's Capital - US Why in news? 



U.S. President Trump reversed the decades old policy, and recognised Jerusalem as the capital of Israel.







The US administration would also begin a process of moving the U.S. embassy in Tel Aviv to Jerusalem.



What is the tussle with Jerusalem? 



Jerusalem is in ways symbolic of the Israel-Palestine conflict itself.







The tussle centres on who gets to control the ancient city that is sacred to Jews, Muslims and Christians.







After the end of the First Arab-Israel War in 1948, Jerusalem was partitioned into West and East, under Israeli and Palestinian control respectively.







But in 1967, during the Six-Day Arab-Israel War, Israel snatched East Jerusalem from Jordanian forces.







Israel‘s Parliament also declared the territory had been ―annexed to Israel‖ and Jerusalem had been ―reunited‖.







The predominantly Palestinian population in the east lives under full Israeli control, but cannot vote in parliamentary elections.







This marginalised the Palestinians, who wanted East Jerusalem to be their capital under the ―two-state solution‖.







Israel was undeterred by the refusal of the international community to endorse the annexation.







It further added over 200,000 Jewish settlers to the once-almost entirely Arab East Jerusalem.
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Meanwhile, in 2016, the UN reaffirmed that Jerusalem‘s Palestinian territories were under ―hostile occupation‖.







The international community considers east Jerusalem illegally occupied by Israel.







Notably, foreign embassies to Israel are in Tel Aviv and not Jerusalem.







India for its part has traditionally backed a two-state solution, and assured that the Indian embassy would stay in Tel Aviv.



What is the significance of the US's move? 



Jerusalem - Jerusalem is almost the key to stability of the entire Middle East.







It has many shrines that are equally significant for the Jews, the Muslims and the Christians.







Trump's move reflects Jerusalem as the centre of Jewish faith, and the fact that the city is the seat of the Israeli government.







US - Trump expressed hope for start of the peace process and reiterated his commitment to the two-state solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict.







The effort to please the core base of pro-Israel hardliners and the overwhelming Jewish population in US cannot be denied.







But, as with most political developments in the Middle East, a bigger regional game could also be behind.







This possibly includes a US-Saudi-Israel alliance against Iran, the common enemy.







Response - The UN Secretary General voicing dissent had said that the issue on the holy city must be resolved only through direct negotiations.







The Islamic world is outraged and many Arab leaders warned it could trigger an upheaval in the already volatile Middle East.







Palestine has warned of dangerous consequences and said the decision was a declaration of war in the region.







Neighbouring Jordan and Turkey have cautioned the US and have threatened to cut ties with Israel.







Militant groups in the region could possibly take aggressive stances.



3.16 UN Resolution on Jerusalem



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



55 What is the issue? In what was effectively a snub to USA‘s recent stand on the status of Jerusalem, a resolution was passed in the UN with the support of 128 nations. How did the situation evolve? 



While the entire territory of Jerusalem is currently under Israeli control, the UN has thus far been steadfast in stressing the disputed status of the city.







Notably, due its historic and religious significance, Jerusalem is being claimed by both Israel and Palestine as their capital city.







There are multiple proposals on how the status of the city can be resolved, one of which is declaring it an internationally administered territory.







Recently, the US unilaterally recognized Jerusalem as the undisputed capital of Israel and also plans to shift its embassy there.







As the move could potentially ruin any hope of a solution to the Israel-Palestine conflict, it received widespread international condemnation.



How did the resolution sail through? 



A resolution calling for compliance with the UN‘s long standing view on Jerusalem was mooted in the UN Security Council by Egypt.







While all members expect US spported the resolution, US vetoed it and thereby obstructing its passing.







Subsequently, Egypt swiftly piloted the same in the General Assembly, where it had to muster a two-third majority to get it passed.







Despite the US openly threatening member countries against supporting the resolution, it sailed through with a comfortable 128 up-votes.







Notably, all members of the EU, ASEAN and GCC supported the resolution and only six countries that included ―Israel, Honduras, Guatemala, and three Pacific island nations‖ voted against it.







Significantly, 35 others, including neighbours Canada and Mexico abstained from the vote, with Bhutan being the only abstainer from south Asia.







While the resolution doesn‘t even mention US by name and is non-binding, it does have significant symbolic value and has made its point.



What are its implications for India? 



India too supported the resolution despite its domestic political compulsions and its growing closeness with Israel and US.







Hence, the vote is a timely reassurance that India abides by its principled long-standing policy on Palestine.







This is bound to resonate well with the members of ‗Gulf Cooperation Coucil‖ with which it has crutial business ties.







Also, Indo-Israeli ties won‘t take a considerable beating, considering that India has largely de-hyphenated the Palestine question from its dealings with Isreal.







Notably, India imports almost a third of Israel‘s defence produce and Isreal would find it difficult to overlook India‘s criticality for its economy.



3.17 Catalonia‟s Cry for Secession Why in news? A referendum was recently conducted in Catalonia following the long-standing demand for independence. How did the issue evolve? 



Catalonia is an autonomous community of Spain in the north-east end of the Iberian Peninsula.
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It has four provinces: Barcelona, Girona, Lleida, and Tarragona.







Catalonia was historically an autonomous region of the Iberian peninsula, which encompasses Spain and Portugal.







However, its autonomy was never recognised despite having its own language, laws, and customs.







Many sovereigns tried to impose the Spanish language and laws in order to culturally unify the kingdom.







This fuelled Catalan separatism which was crushed under the dictatorship of General Francisco Franco in 1940s.







However, calls for complete independence continued to grow.







This is further amplified by economic crisis with rising unemployment and spiralling inflation.







Separatists feel that the wealth from Barcelona region is being diverted disproportionately to other poorer provinces.



What is the current crisis? 



The legislature of Catalonia recently passed a law to back a supposed ―Vote for Secession‖ to be held on the 1 st of October.







The Spanish constitutional court has swiftly declared the law illegal.







Subsequently, the union government at Madrid is gearing itself to invoke Article 155.







This would confer the union extraordinary powers to suspend provincial self-governance and help prevent the referendum.







Catalan government claimed that 90% voters have backed region's breakdown from Spain in referendum.







The referendum was declared illegal by Spanish authorities and turnout was only 43%.







Prime Minister of Spain has vowed to do everything in his power to prevent the region‘s independence.







The future is uncertain with both the sites not reaching any common ground.



How can the future be best approached? 



The separatist conflict is rooted in the demand for greater regional autonomy, which needs to be recognised by the Madrid establishments.







Also, Spain‘s austerity measures following the Euro-zone debt crisis has been highly unpopular in Catalonia.







Currently, as Madrid stares at improved economic prospects, it shouldn‘t be hard to strike strategic compromises with Barcelona.







Such a conciliatory stance is imperative considering the risk of a populist upsurge in a region where separatism remains a live issue.



3.18 Going Ahead With Catalonia What is the issue? 



The Spain government has temporarily put down the Catalan crisis by sacking Catalonia's government.







But the demand for independence is indicative of a larger concern and needs a well-thought out response.



What is the recent move? 



Spain's Prime Minister Mariano Rajoy has struck down the recent referendum on independence for Catalonia.







He has sacked Catalonia‘s President and dismissed its parliament, after the Catalan Parliament declared itself an independent nation.







The government has also imposed a direct rule on the region.







It has also rescheduled the elections and has called for a snap election in the region.



Why is Catalonia significant for Spain? 



Economy - Catalonia accounts for a quarter of Spanish exports.







It has been the second-largest recipient of foreign direct investment in the recent years.







It accounts for almost a fifth of Spain‘s GDP, the fourth-highest among the country‘s 17 regions.







The region also attracts more tourists than any other region in Spain (Between Barcelona and the famous Costa Del Sol).
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If Catalonia breaks away, the Spanish GDP may possibly fall by a quarter.







Employment - Though debt-driven austerity in Spain has had its impact on Catalonia, its unemployment rate is still below the national average.







If Catalonia departs, Spain's unemployment could even double.







Besides, Catalonia is one of Spain‘s more prosperous and culturally vibrant regions offering lot many opportunities.



What lies ahead? 



The government may have curbed the secessionist impulses of Catalonia, but only temporarily.







The crisis has now reached a dangerous level as independence supporters have called for a campaign of disobedience.







Independence supporters claim that breaking away will be financially more secure as it will not have to pay taxes to Madrid.







The concerns in Catalonia are indicative of the demand for greater self-determination for regions worldwide.







Given this, heavy-handed approach to defuse tensions will only complicate the peace process.







E.g. Disallowing Carles Puigdemont, the Catalan President and his pro-independence colleagues from contesting the elections will only exacerbate the tensions.







All of this suggests the need for more constructive redistributive policies and sensible negotiations.



3.19 Kurdistan Independence Vote Why in news? Iraqi Kurds have planned to go ahead with a proposed referendum on seceding from Iraq. Who are the Kurds? 



Kurds constitute the fourth largest ethnic group in West Asia but don‘t have a nation of their own.







They are scattered in various countries and are a considerable minority in Turkey, Iran, Iraq and Syria.







They have historically been oppressed by their respective governments which has fueled the desire for establishing a Kurdish nation that encompasses the Kurdish regions different countries.







In Turkey, Kurdish rebels are involved in a civil war for secession, while in Syria they have already established a regional government.







Currently, Iraqi Kurds are planning a referendum on secession.







As ‗Yes‘ seems a certainity, this is expected to enhance the nationalist aspirations of Kurds living in other countries.



What have been the reactions to the referendum? 



The Iraqi Supreme Court has already asked the Kurdistan Regional Government to suspend the vote, till its legality is settled.







The Turkish government has ordered a military drill on the Iraqi border, while Iran has also issued a warning.







Although a Yes in the referendum doesn‘t guarantee secession, it has been perceived as a message to the outside world reiterating that there is popular support for independence.



What is the current political status of Iraqi Kurds? 



Iraqi Kurds were granted some autonomy after 1991 when a regional government was constituted at Erbil.







In recent years, both Baghdad and Erbil cooperated in the fight against the Islamic State.







Although independence remains the proclaimed goal of Iraqi Kurdis, Mr.Barzani - who heads the regional administration at Erbil, has often personally signalled a compromise.
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While Baghdad has chosen to ignore such gestures, the current developments make restarting negotiations essential.



3.20 Iraq-Kurdistan Conflict What is the issue? 



There are tensions between Iran and Iraqi Kurdistan.







This could undermine the fight against the Islamic State.



What are the tensions between Iraq and Kurds? 



Iraqi Kurdistan, officially called the Kurdistan Region by the Iraqi constitution.







It is a proto-state located in the north of Iraq and constitutes the country's only autonomous region.







Recently a conflict broke out in the oil-rich city of Kirkuk between Iraqi government troops aided by Shia militias and the Peshmerga, the military wing of Iraqi Kurdistan.







Both government troops and the Peshmerga are part of the coalition that is fighting the Islamic State in Iraq, and are also American allies.







The U.S. provides air cover in the war against the IS and offers military advice to Iraqi troops, besides supplying weapons.







Likewise, the Peshmerga has received arms from the U.S., Germany, the U.K. and other western countries.







But neither the common American factor nor the shared interests in the war against terrorists has prevented the conflict in Kirkuk, that was captured by the Peshmerga from the IS in 2014.



What are the reasons for ongoing conflict? 



The alliance between the Kurds and Baghdad is tactical rather than strategic.







Iraq and Kurds set aside their historical differences and joined hands against a common enemy.But the IS in retreat.







Most of the cities it captured, including Mosul, Iraq‘s second largest, have been freed.







This receding IS threat has exposed cracks in the alliance.







More immediately, the Kurdish political leadership‘s push for independence from Iraq has alarmed Baghdad.







President of Iraqi Kurdistan, wanted to mobilise the momentum created in the battle against the IS in favour of independence.







Despite strong opposition from Baghdad and western capitals, Kurds went ahead with a referendum in late September, in which Kurds overwhelmingly voted for independence.







Though the vote is not binding on the Kurdish regional government, it has undoubtedly strengthened Kurdish nationalist politics across borders.



What lies ahead? 



If the Kurds go ahead with plans to secede, it would invite a strong military response, the cracks in the coalition would be good news for the IS.







The only country that could constructively intervene in the conflict is the U.S., which enjoys good ties with Baghdad.







It should mediate between the two sides on the Kurdish national question.







Unless that is addressed, the chances for another civil war in Iraq remain high.



3.21 Anti-Government Protests in Iran What is the issue?
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Iran is witnessing large scale anti-government protests.







Being a significant regional power, the unrest is making vibes in larger international relations.



What are the recent developments? 



The protests began in Mashhad, Iranian city.







They were initially focussed on deteriorating economic situation, official corruption and lack of social freedoms.







However, it gradually turned into political rallies and expanded to several cities.







Notably many were killed and hundreds of people have been arrested.







On the other hand, tens of thousands of people took part in counter-demonstrations backing the clerically overseen government.







Notably, President Hassan Rouhani acknowledged the public‘s anger over the deteriorating economy.







However, he strongly condemned the resort to violence and showed tough resistance through the security forces.



What was the US role in Iran? 



Then US President Obama, to counter the Bashar al-Assad regime in Syria, encouraged Gulf rulers to fund the Sunni groups in Syria.







This had only worsened the chaos and ultimately led to the emergence of the more dangerous ISIS.







Subsequently, the US believed in Iran as a force with the will and ability to counter this radical Islamist force, though Iran was not its traditional ally.







It thus committed air assets and some military advisers to Iran.







The 2015 Iran-P5 nuclear deal was also an attempt to empower Iran.







The deal eventually emboldened Iran to gather Shia allies extending west from Iran to the Mediterranean.







Eventually, Russia joined as well, to grab an opportunity to regain influence in West Asia.



What did these lead to? 



The US backing of Iran, certainly strained the relations with its traditional allies Saudi Arabia and the Gulf Cooperation Council (GCC).







Iranian ascendancy has also made Israel nervous, as it perceives an existential threat from Iranian ally Hezbollah in Lebanon.







Obama was thus keeping many banking sanctions operational to balance these concerns.







This was on the pretext that they are related to Iran's support to terrorist groups like Hezbollah.







President Rouhani managed the internal consensus for the nuclear deal by convincing that foreign investment and technology would flow.







Unfortunately, that never happened, as the residual US sanctions still scared investors and the cash-rich GCC members.



What are the international implications of the recent protest? 



US - Since becoming the US President, Trump had been critical of the Iran nuclear deal.







He had recently declined to certify that Iran was complying with the nuclear deal.







The President and Vice-President of the United States, in their tweets, have recently incited Iranians to engage in disruptive acts.







Iran has thus charged US of crossing limits in international relations by supporting anti-government protesters.







Top officials within Iran are also attributing the protests to foreign money, intelligence and foreign



Mashhad 



Mashhad is also the second-largest city of Iran.







It is considerably the holiest, the resting place of Imam Reza, the only one of the 10 Imams of Shias buried in Iran.







The 12 Imams are the spiritual and political successors to the Islamic prophet Muhammad in the Shia belief.
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Russia - Russia has urged the United States to not interfere in what it calls Iran's ―domestic affairs‖.







Russia also firmly expressed that the Iran nuclear deal was not to be corrected and be continued.







The recent protest, in all, is reflective of the earlier Arab Spring for rooting out the governments in many West Asian countries.







It is also brewing as a potential focal point for world countries for alliances and counter-alliances.



3.22 Dialogue between the Koreas Why in news? Despite multiple challenges, resumption of dialogue between the North and South Korea has reignited hopes of a possible ease in tensions. What drove the talks? 



North Korea‘s latest ballistic missile launches and nuclear explosions have raised global alarm over the region‘s safety for travel and tourism.







South Korea wants to reduce tensions immediately, to ensure the safe conduct of the approaching winter Olympic Games that it is hosting next month.







Hence, Seoul sees the confirmation of North Korean participation in the games and parallel peace talks as vital for the successful conduct of the games.







Simultaneously, North eyes an opportunity to get de-facto recognition as a nuclear state, which is a vantage point for negotiating for lifting sanctions.







Hence, talks between Seoul and Pyongyang has resumed after two years.



What were some significant compromises? 



South Korean President Mr.Moon, has been a staunch advocate of a negotiated resolution of the North Korean nuclear stand-off.







On that note, the U.S. and South Korea had agreed for delaying their joint military exercises in exchange for a freeze in North Korea‘s nuclear program.







Notably, the joint military exercise was an irritant for both Pyongyang and Beijing, as both saw them as interference in their backyard.







China even imposed an unofficial blockade on South Korean trade and tourism for a while after the installation of US‘s THAAD missiles in its territory.







While denuclearisation on the Peninsula is still far off, as talks have resumed after two years, it has created considerable hope.



3.23 Missile Panic in Hawaii What is the issue? 



Hawaii has re-introduced Cold War-era sirens and also has text and email warning systems for ensuring the safety of its residents.







But recently, Hawaii residents received a text message, which falsely stated a ballistic missile threat and asked them to seek shelter immediately.







This erratic mistake could prove costly and requires scrutiny.



What just happened? 



The text declaring emergency was apparently sent by mistake by an employee at Hawaii‘s ―Emergency Management Agency‖.







While the incorrect alert was corrected by email 18 minutes later, for the next 38 minutes, there was no followup phone text correction.







Notably, Hawaii is only 4,661 miles from North Korea, which is well within the 6,000 miles range of the Korea‘s Hwasong 14 missile.
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While after trigger, the missile will take 20 minutes to reach Hawaii, the pacific command would take 5 minutes to react.







This effectively leaves residents with just 15 minutes to seek shelter and hence the emergency call caused immense panic.







Also, as many felt that it was the end of their lives, they tried calling their loved ones, and telephone services too got jammed briefly.







Most rushed to basement shelters but some decided they‘d rather die looking at Hawaii‘s famed sea beaches.



What was the official response? 



Government - Across ranks, government officials apologised for the mess-up and even a federal investigation was commissioned.







Officials have also started working on a ‗cancellation template‘ for sending corrections faster to mobile phones.







Notably, Since the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbour during the WW-II, Hawaii feels impending attacks sharply.







Nuclear experts – They‘ve stressed that a mistaken message could possibly start an unintended nuclear war.







This is because the enemy could perceive that the fuss is a cover-up for an offensive strike and hence triggers his ―first-strike stability‖ for deterrence.







They‘ve hence called for a strong calculated review of the current mess up.



3.24 Unrest in Tunisia What is the issue? At a time when Tunisia must be cherishing the 7 th anniversary of the ―Jasmine Revolution‖, the country has crept back to turmoil. What is Tunisia‟s story? 



Tunisia is a small country in northern Africa, along the southern Mediterranean coast.







The country saw intense civil unrest in 2011, which lead to the ousting of the 23 year old authoritarian regime of president ―Zine El Abidine Ben Ali‖.







The demonstrations were caused by high unemployment, food inflation, corruption, a lack of political freedoms and poor living conditions.







This (jasmine revolution) subsequently inspired similar demonstrations around the Arab world, which came to be known as Arab Spring.







While many died in the protests and police action, unlike rest of the Arab world, Tunisia managed to make a fairly comfortable transition to democracy.







While the country was stable thus far, recent austerity budget cuts and the economic situation have led to some unrest, which could spell danger.



What has led to the current wave? 



IMF had set stringent pre-conditions regarding austerity budget cuts, for offering a loan of $2.9 billion, which the government has concurred to.







This implies lower petrol subsidies and higher taxes on cars and utilities, for the reducing fiscal deficit from the currently at 6% of GDP, to 4.9% in 1 year.







Further, 25% youth unemployment rate, and persisting disparities among regions has also contributed to current unrest.







Notably, the crumbling of the Tourism industry due to the poor security scenario has affected the economy significantly.







While the government has promised $70 million in aid to support the poorer communities in a bid to quell the protests, it has failed to cut ice.
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Notably, PM Youssef Chahed has been cautious in criticising only the violence behind the opposition rather than the dissent against the fiscal reforms.



3.25 Threats by North Korea What is the issue? North Korea continues to test missiles and poses threat to its neighbourhood. What are the concerns with North Korean missile test? 



Recently N.Korea launched its 22nd missile of this year, the number is highest since 1984.







According to the U.S. government, the missile has a range of 7,000-9,500 km.







It can reach continental U.S. Depending on the trajectory and payload, it can destroy Chicago and maybe even New York.







Like it did in 2009 with previous US presidential regime, it also testing the resonance of current U.S regime and alliance of Japan and South Korea.







U.S is preparing its defence commitment including nuclear weapons, since Pyongyang possesses the means to hit mainland U.S.



What N.Korea is trying to signify with its missile launches? 



The series of acts by North Korea as created a dubious geopolitical security.







According to recent U.S. intelligence assessment, Pyongyang has developed miniaturised nuclear warheads that can fit into its missiles.







s coupled with the worrying shift in missile testing patterns of the nation,launches are now being conducted all over the country







There are not just at the conventional tests, it indicates that the nation is possibly preparing all its missile units for nuclear war.







Thi3.26



Guam Crisis



Why in news? North Korea has threatened to launch a nuclear attack on Guam Island, a US territory. What is Guam‟s significance? 



The remote 210-square mile US territory, near the Mariana trench, is a vital US military outpost and host to strategic bombers and at least 6,000 US service members.







American military bases, including the sprawling Andersen Air Force Base and the Naval Base Guam, occupy nearly 30% of the island.







Japanese soldiers take part in joint military exercises between the US, Japan, France and UK on Naval Base Guam.







Guam‘s importance to America‘s Pacific defence capabilities, and its location as the closest point of American soil to North Korea, just 2,200 miles southeast, have left it vulnerable to being caught in the crossfire of dictator Kim Jong-un‘s bellicose missile threats.







The training operation may be one reason why North Korea specifically threatened the island.



3.27 UN Sanctions on North Korea Why in news? The UN Security Council has unanimously approved the U.S.-drafted sanctions on North Korea. What are the sanctions for? 



The sanctions are in response to the North Korea‘s two intercontinental ballistic missile tests recently.



www.shankariasacademy.com | www.iasparliament.com



63 



The sanctions prohibit North Korea from buying, selling or transferring coal, iron, iron ore, seafood, lead and lead ore to other countries.







They also attempt to restrict North Korean labour abroad.







It is said that if fully implemented, the sanctions would cut North Korea‘s foreign earnings by $1 billion.



What is North Korea's response? 



North Korea has firmly made it clear that new UN sanctions would not stop it from developing its nuclear arsenal.







It also rejected calls for negotiations and warned the US of retaliation.







North Korea also reiterated that unless the hostile policy and nuclear threat of the U.S. against it are fundamentally eliminated, it would not change its course on nuclear policy.







US has stated that it would consider talks only if Pyongyang halted its ballistic missile programme.



Are sanctions effective? 



There are opinions that sanctions are a blunt instrument and can take a long time to have any effect because of ineffective implementation.







This is due to factors like North Korea exploits illicit supply networks, individual states don‘t implement sanctions fully and private-sector firms can often undermine them.







Even earlier sanctions on North Korea have not fully materialised to choke off all economic activity of the present North Korean regime.







New sanctions are a necessary and potentially useful precondition but this is a kind of a security problem that requires more skilful diplomacy and alliance-building.



3.28 China‟s sanctions on North Korea Why in news? Following new UN sanctions, China announced that it will halt iron, iron ore and seafood imports from North Korea. What does this sanction include? 







Exports - The tough new sanctions would prohibit export of North Korean coal, iron, iron ore, lead, lead ore, and seafood. These industries account for about a third of all of North Korean exports.







Investments - It sets new limits on North Korea‘s Foreign Trade Bank by banning new joint ventures between North Korea and foreign companies.







It prohibits new foreign investments in North Korean ventures, and caps the number of workers the country can send abroad.



What is the significance of China‟s move?



China N.Korea Trade  China accounts for 90% of North Korea‘s Guam Island trade.   Guam an island$74.4 located in the Micronesia Chinaisimported million worth of iron region of the Pacific. ore in the first five months of this year, almost equalling the figure for all of 2016.  It was captured by the US from Spain in 1898  during Fish the andSpanish-American seafood importswar. totalled $46.7 million in June 2017.  The island has 1,60,000 residents, 40% of whom are comprised of the Chamorro ethnic group, and are American citizens by birth. 



It is America‘s most western territory but it is not a state.



China voted for the measure in UN, after repeated accusation from US that China is not doing enough to harness in its neighbour.







It has a seat in the US House of Representatives, who does not have a vote on the final passage of legislation.



Given that China is North Korea's largest trading partner, this move is expected to be effective.







U.S. citizens in Guam vote in a straw poll in the U.S. Presidential general election, but the poll has no real effect.







The territory‘s tropical climate, with an average temperature of 28 degrees Celsius, makes it a popular location for tourists.







USA has been pressuring Beijing to take a harder stance against North Korea.











What are the issues with this sanction? 



It‘s unclear whether NK will curtail the nation‘s weapons program.







Past sanctions have not discouraged the regime in its quest to develop nuclear weapons.
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The sanctions would punish North Korean leaders in particular.







It's unclear how the sanctions will impact ordinary citizens.







It is also doubtful whether China will keep its commitments for maintaining the sanctions.



3.29 Nuclear Weapons Ban Treaty Why in news? The Treaty on the Prohibition of Nuclear Weapons was adopted recently in the United Nations What is the treaty about? 



Nuclear weapons – unlike chemical weapons, biological weapons, landmines and cluster munitions – are not prohibited in a comprehensive and universal manner.







Even the Non-Proliferation Treaty (NPT) of 1968 and nuclear-weapon-free zone contains only partial prohibitions.







This treaty is the first multilateral legally-binding instrument for nuclear disarmament.







It prohibits a full range of nuclear-weapon related activities, such as undertaking to develop, test, produce, manufacture, acquire, possess or stockpile nuclear weapons or other nuclear explosive devices.







It also prohibits the use or threat of use of these weapons as well.







It will serve as an "unambiguous political commitment" to achieve and maintain a nuclear-weapon-free world and act as a moral pressure.







It was hoped that the new treaty will promote inclusive dialogue and renewed international cooperation aimed at achieving the long overdue objective of nuclear disarmament.



Who were the participants? 



122 of the 124 nations that participated in the negotiations had voted in favour of the treaty.







The treaty will enter into force 90 days after it has been ratified by at least 50 countries.







The eight nuclear weapon statesi.eUS, Russia, Britain, China, France, India, Pakistan and North Korea along with Israel had not participated in the negotiations.







Even Japan, the only country to have suffered nuclear attacks boycotted the conference.



What are stands of the boycotters? 



India maintained that it recognises the ‗Geneva-based Conference on Disarmament‘-(CD) as the single multilateral disarmament negotiation forum & it is not convinced of the potential of the current treaty to address the disarmament issue.







The Permanent Representatives of the US, UK and France are of the view that the treaty does not recognize the importance of nuclear deterrence.







In the backdrop of the grave threat posed by North Korea‘s nuclear programme, they feel that the treaty could ruin peace and stability.



3.30 Humanitarian Crisis in Yemen What is the issue? Apart from civil war, Yemen is facing new challenges of humanitarian crisis including the recent outbreak of cholera. What is Yemen civil war? 



The Yemeni Civil War is an ongoing conflict that began in 2015 between two factions claiming to constitute the Yemeni government.







Houthi forces, loyal to the former President, have clashed with forces loyal to the current government.







The Houthi forces captured the Yemen capital Sana.







Al-Qaeda in the Arabian Peninsula (AQAP) and the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant are also agencies involved in the conflict.







A coalition led by Saudi Arabia launched military operations by using airstrikes to restore theYemeni government which is overthrown by Houthi.
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According to the UN, from March 2015 to March 2017, 16,200 people have been killed in Yemen, including 10,000 civilians.



What are the present issues in Yemen? 



Migration - Millions were displaced since 2015.







Yet many migrants come to Yemen from the Horn of Africa seeking work in prosperous Gulf countries further north.







Cholera - Yemen saw largest outbreak of Cholera in a single year.







Just hours after being infected, vomiting and diarrhoea cause severe dehydration that can kill without rapid intervention.







There are no proper facilities to treat people affected by diseases.



3.31 Yemen Blockade Why in news? Saudi Arabia has recently imposed a blockade on Yemen, which was already reeling from a humanitarian crisis. What are the contours of the war? 



Yemenese civil war broke out when Shia Houthi Rebels captured large swathes of land in the western regions.







They‘ve captured the capital Sana and also enjoy the patronage of the country‘s Shia community and the previously deposed President ‗Ali Abdullah Saleh‘.







The Saudi-backed ‗Abdrabbuh Mansur Hadi‘ government which actually operates from the southern coastal city of Aden.







Saudis see Houthis as Iranian proxies and have been bombing their territory with impunity for almost 3 years.







Saudis also enjoy the steadfast support of successive U.S. administrations for their Yemenese aggression.







While the war has entered a stalemate, more than 10,000 people have been killed and many more displaced.







Notably, Al-Qaeda has grown in strength in the midst of this chaos.



Why was the blockade imposed? 



The Saudi-led coalition closed all air, land and sea access to Yemen on November 6.







This was done following the interception of a missile fired towards the Saudi capital.







Presumably, the blockade was imposed to prevent the Houthi rebels from smuggling high-end weaponry from Iran.







But as a consequence, it led to one of the worst famines.



Phase 5 



How worse is the famine? 



The five-stage scale, with Phase 5 being famine, is used by humanitarian aid groups to anticipate the severity of potential hunger emergencies. Famine is defined as existing in areas in which at least one in five households suffers ―an extreme lack of food and other basic needs where starvation, death and destitution are evident.‖







The American alert on Yemen said that a prolonged closure of key ports in Yemen led ―unprecedented deterioration in food security‖ to the worst category of Phase 5.







17 million people who are already dependent on international aid for food and drugs will starve.







Notably, about 80% of Yemen‘s basic food supplies are imported through ship deliveries along the Red Sea coast.







Further, incessant bombing and the failure to provide basic services have resulted in a medical emergency.







Incidentally, there is already a major cholera outbreak in the country due to non availability for clean water supply.



What is the way ahead?
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There has been no meaningful effort thus far, from the international community to end this humanitarian crisis.







While the Saudis don‘t want the Houthis to control the country, they lack strategic depth and resources to shape Yemen‘s future.







Hence, UN and other international bodies need act soon to prevent this man-made disaster from reaching catastrophic proportions.



3.31 Fatah Hamas Conflict Why in news? Hamas decided to dissolve the Gaza administrative committee and hold talks with Fatah. How did the conflict evolve? 



Fatah is the largest faction of the multi-party Palestine Liberation Organization (PLO) closely identified with the leadership of its founder Yasser Arafat.







Hamas is a Palestinian fundamentalist organization.







In the 2006 parliamentary election, Fatah lost its majority in the Palestinian parliament to Hamas.







This led to a conflict between Fatah and Hamas, with Fatah retaining control of the Palestinian National Authority in the West Bank, while Hamas dominated Gaza.







Both organizations are Sunni Muslim.







Both are pledged to restore to Islamic rule the whole of Mandate Palestine.







Their fundamental disagreement is over the strategy for achieving this common purpose, i.e Fatah believes more in peaceful process, whereas Hamas wants to resort to violence.







Earlier Hamas opposed the PLO entering peace talks with Israel, utterly rejected the first Oslo Accord agreement of 1993 and was appalled by the PLO ‘s recognition of the State of Israel.



Sunni-Islamic



What is the recent development? 



Israel has been steadily tightened its occupation of the West Bank.







But the Palestinian leadership has been unable to resist or launch a peace bid because of the divisions within.







However, in recent months Hamas has shown interest in a rapprochement as the humanitarian crisis in the Gaza Strip, blockaded by Israel and Egypt, worsens.







In May it adopted a new political charter, softening its stand on Israel and accepting, for the first time, the idea of a Palestinian state based on the 1967 border.







It said that it would allow the reconciliation government based in Ramallah to run Gaza and hold elections in the territories.







Fatah has welcomed the statement.



What lies ahead? 



Hamas is seen as a terrorist organisation by several international actors, including the US, Israel and the European Union.







But Hamas‘s moderation is real and gradual.







It first set aside a charter, which Israel and its allies saw as an impediment to peace, and it is now proposing intra-Palestinian reconciliation.







If Fatah and Hamas form a national government and ease the many restrictions currently in place on Gaza, it would be a huge relief for the territory‘s 1.8 million people.
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A united bloc would also enhance the bargaining power of the Palestinians vis-a-vis Israel.







The international community should respond positively by putting pressure on Israel for a new round of the peace process.



3.32 Aftermath of IS in West Asia Why in news? Raqqa, the Islamic State‘s de facto capital in Syria, was captured by U.S.-backed Kurdish and Arab troops. What is the present condition? 



Islamic State once controlled territories as large as the U.K.







But is now concentrated in some pockets in Iraq and Syria.







In Iraq, government troops were joined by Kurdish Peshmerga and Shia militias in ground battles while the U.S. provided air cover.







In Syria, the Syria Democratic Forces (SDF), with cover by U.S. aircraft cover, and Syrian government forces aided by the Russian Air Force opened multiple fronts against the IS.







Under pressure from all sides, the group finally crumbled.







It lost Mosul, Iraq‘s second largest city, to government troops earlier in 2017.







Now with the loss of Raqqa, its self-proclaimed ―Caliphate‖ is now practically over.



What is the aftermath? 



The IS transformed itself into a proto-state with a global appeal.







That state is militarily destroyed, but IS movement, is far from over.







As al-Qaeda in Iraq, retreated to the deserts and regrouped during 2008-2011, the IS could also retreat and wait for the right moment to strike back.







With terror attacks in faraway locations such as Paris and Brussels and lone wolf attacks by individuals inspired by its world view, the IS has already proved it could continue its lethal campaign even while under military pressure.







The geopolitics of West Asia suggests up until now a common enemy had bound them together.







With the IS challenge fading, cracks are visible in the coalition.







e.g Iraqi government troops and the Kurdish Peshmerga — which fought together against the IS in Mosul — are now fighting each other in Kirkuk.







Even in Syria, once the IS is defeated the regime could turn its focus on the Kurdish autonomous region.







So the stakeholders should have a larger vision for a post-IS West Asia.







The fundamental issues that helped the rise of groups like the IS should be addressed.



3.33 Bloodless Coup in Zimbabwe Why in news? 



The military in Zimbabwe launched a coup on November 15.







The motive is claimed to target ―criminals‖ surrounding long-time popular leader Robert Mugabe.



Who is Robert Mugabe? 



Mr.Robert Mugabe has been at the helm in Zimbabwe‘s politics for 37 years, since its independence from British rule in 1980.







At 93, Mr. Mugabe is the world‘s oldest head of state and also the last of Africa's generation of state founders who still wield power.







His lengthy rule has been marked by brutal repression of dissent, mass emigration, vote-rigging and economic collapse.







Despite this, he is popularity among the masses is relatively high and has seen him in wield near total control.







His poor health has fuelled a bitter succession battle as potential replacements jockey for position.



What triggered the current stand-off?
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Recently, Mr. Mugabe sacked long-time ally and Vice-President Emmerson Mnangagwa.







Notably, he was widely expected to succeed the Mr.Mugabe and take control of the ruling ZANU-PF party.







This move was seen as an attempt to install his Mr.Mugabe‘s wife Grace (52) for succeeding to the helm.







Mr. Mnangagwa fled the country after his dismissal and many long term regime loyalists are said to have sided with him.







Days later, the Army warned Mr. Mugabe to exhibit restrain in a serious of political purges, which wasn‘t heeded to.



What is the state of the Zimbabwean economy? 



Mr.Mugabe‘s populist land reforms of 2000 saw black Africans seizing large tracts of agricultural land from the European settlers.







These moves led to a production collapse in agriculture and eventually plunged the country into an economic crisis.







Millions of economic refugees have streamed out of the country, mostly to neighbouring South Africa.







Eventually in 2007-08, the country saw hyper-inflation that forced the abandonment of the local currency and a switch to dollars.







In 2016, fears of economic downtown reappeared with inflation rating at around 50% for a month.







Notably, the sacked vice-president Mr.Mnangagwa is said to have been planning to revitalise the economy through radical measures.







He is even said to have vouched for rectifying the mistakes of the radical land reforms and patching up relations with the World Bank and IMF.



How did the coup unfold? 



Armoured vehicles blocked roads to the main government offices, parliament and the courts in central Harare.







But the atmosphere in the capital remained calm and the public went about with their work as usual.







Soldiers also seized the state broadcaster and announced that Mr.Mugabe and his family were safe which was later asserted by Mr.Mugabe himself.







Barring the prolonged gunfire that was heard near Mr.Mugabeֹ‘s private residence, the situation has largely remained calm.







Notably, the civilian government machinery and the Presidential Guard which remains loyal to Mr. Mugabe, is yet to react.



Is it an actual military coup? 



Though the action is in effect a bloodless coup, the Zimbabwean military chose to call it a bloodless political correction.







Considering Mr.Mugabe‘s popularity with the masses, it is also not clear whether this military action would end to his reign.







The main goal of the generals appears to be ‗preventing Mugabe's 52-year-old wife Grace‘ from succeeding him.







But irrespective of the outcome, it is likely to mark the end of the total dominance of the country by Mugabe.







Notably, even the main opposition MDC party calling for civilian rule to be protected.



What next? 



Various countries have asked its nationals in Zimbabwe to stay cautious due to the prevalent uncertainty.







Mr.Mnangagwa‘s promised return would be a major event.







The actions of the ZANU-PF‘s party youth wing, which is aligned to Ms.Grace is also being closely watched.







The army has promised to retreat as soon as its stated vision has been accomplished.







Further actions of the military would decide the direction the current turmoil would take.



3.34 Xiamen Declaration
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69 Why in news? Xiamen Declaration of BRICS forum was recently adopted. What is the declaration about? 



It explicitly called out several Pakistan-based terror organisations and expressed concern on the security situation in the Afghanistan-Pakistan region.







It also referred to violence caused by the Taliban, Al-Qaida and its affiliates, including theEastern Turkestan Islamic Movement Haqqani network, Lashkar-e-Taiba, Jaish-e-Mohammad, Tehrik-i-Taliban Pakistan etc.







The Chinese government, as is evident from the inclusion of the Uighur-focused Eastern Turkestan Islamic Movement in the above list, is concerned about growing Islamist activity in its western provinces.



What is the significance of this? 



India-China saw the importance of building durable security architecture for their increasingly fraught relationship.







China had until recently been blocking the designation of the head of the JeM, Masood Azhar, as an international terrorist by the United Nations.







This was done presumably to protect Beijing‘s clients in Pakistan, where Azhar continues to move around.







It is not yet certain whether this declaration represents a change in China‘s stand on Azhar.







But it is a sign that relations between the India-China have not been harmed by the doklam stand-off.







India‘s efforts to make Beijing yield its obstructive position at the United Nations should continue.



3.35 Bali Declaration Why in news? Indian parliamentary delegation refused to be a part of the Bali declaration adopted recently in Indonesia. What is Bali declaration? 



The declaration was adopted at the ‗World Parliamentary Forum on Sustainable Development‘, in Indonesia.







It went on to ―call on all parties to contribute to the restoration of stability and security, exercise maximum self-restraint from using violent means.







It claimed to respect the human rights of all people in Rakhine State regardless of their faith and ethnicity, as well as facilitate safe access for humanitarian assistance.







The declaration adopted carried ―inappropriate‖ reference to the violence in Rakhine State from where 1,25,000 Rohingya have fled to Bangladesh.



What is the reason for India‟s stand? 



India repeated its stance that the purpose of convening the parliamentary forum was to arrive at a mutual consensus for implementation of SDGs.







The proposed reference to the violence in Rakhine State in the declaration was considered as not consensusbased and inappropriate.







India senses that the conclusion of the Forum, was not in line with the agreed global principles of ‗sustainable development.







India objected forum‘s view on Myanmar, as never before country specific issues have been included in the declaration,because doing so dilutes the objective of these forums.



3.36 Burundi Pulls out of ICC Why in news?
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70 Burundi has become the first country to officially quit the International Criminal Court (ICC). What is the situation in Burundi?   



Mr. Nkurunziza, two-term President of Burundi, won a third term in 2015. It was in contravention of a two-term limit that was agreed upon earlier. He has become very authoritarian in crushing protests using state machinery, ever since.







The flight of refugees to neighbouring countries is said to have exceeded 400,000.







International pressure to bring the situation in Burundi under control has proved ineffective.



What was the reason for quitting ICC? 



A UN commission investigating violence under the President had reported large-scale incidents of sexual abuse, torture, forced disappearances and executions.







Hence it had called for the ICC‘s intervention.







Burundi feels that the ICC has shown itself to be a political instrument and ―weapon used by the west to enslave‖ other states.







It is also seen as a move to defend its ―sovereignty and national pride‖.







Gambia and South Africa were also threatening to pull out.







As most ICC investigation involves African governments, there is a popular perception that the institution is biased.







The continent‘s top intelligence officials signed a statement accusing the court of being ―hijacked by powerful western countries‖ and ―acting as a proxy‖ for foreign-led government change.



What are the Implications for ICC? 



ICC indeed faces hurdles to hold big global powers to account for human rights violations.







But Burundi might still end up in the court‘s sights.







Under the Rome Statute, crimes in nonmember states can still be referred for investigation by the UNSC.







The United Nations‘ commission of inquiry on Burundi recommended such a referral.



Quick Facts International Criminal Court 



ICC is an intergovernmental organization and international tribunal that sits in The Hague in the Netherlands.







The ICC has the jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for the crimes of genocide, crimes against humanity, and war crimes.







It is intended to complement existing national judicial systems and it may therefore only exercise its jurisdiction when national courts are unwilling or unable to prosecute criminals.







United Nations Security Council or individual states may also refer situations to the Court.



Rome Statute 



The Rome Statute is a multilateral treaty which serves as ICC's foundational and governing document.







ICC began functioning on 1st July 2002, the date that the Rome Statute entered into force.







States which become party to the Rome Statute by signing and subsequently ratifying it, become member states of the ICC.







Withdrawal of Burundi brings the membership down by 1 to 122.







While Russia had withdrawn its signature to the initial satute last year, it was never a member of ICC as it never ratified the statue.







USA, Israel, UAE and several other countries are also signatories to the ‗Rome Statute‘ but haven‘t ratified it as yet.



3.37 Developments on the Brexit What is the issue?
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71 As the EU and Britain enter for the next round of Brexit negotiations, EU demands more clarity on certain issues before Britain decides on post-Brexit arrangements. What are the recent developments? 



The opposition party is putting forth the idea of a "soft Brexit".







Firstly, this means Britain remaining in the EU‟s customs union and single market for a transition period after the March 2019 Brexit deadline.







This would perhaps facilitate tariff-free trade, and the much-needed certainty to businesses and consumers.







However, it also implies the acceptance of the principle of free movement of peoplewithin the EU bloc, which was earlier one of the prime reasons for the Brexit.







Secondly, the initial call for Brexit had firmly asserted the need for Britain's independence from the European Court of Justice on national sovereignty concerns.







However, recently, the ruling Conservative Party has hinted a possibility of the continued role of the Court well after Britain‘s exit from the EU.







Britain Prime Minister Theresa May is compromising on her earlier stance to leave both, as she lost her parliamentary majority in the recent elections.



What is the way forward? 



The withdrawal agreement as understood from Article 50 of the Treaty on European Union entails three distinct elements 1.



status of British and EU migrants resident in their respective territories



2. the financial settlement of London‘s outstanding dues 3. reconfiguration of the EU-UK border between Northern Ireland and the Republic of Ireland. 



The European Union insists that these key issues of withdrawal be dealt and settled before any post-Brexit discussions begin.







A resolution of these outstanding issues only would ensure a meaningful negotiation on the Brexit as well as any future trade agreement between the two parties.



3.38 Ireland‟s Impact on Brexit What is the issue? Tension over Northern Ireland‘s border issues is hampering Brexit talks What is the history of Ireland? 



Ireland is an island that lies to the west of the British mainland and has two separate politically independent territories.







Northern Ireland which is about 1/6th of the total island is a part of the UK and is administered as a relatively autonomous region.







The rest of the island forms the ‗Republic of Ireland‘ and is an independent sovereign nation since 1922.







Religious Tensions - The Republican Ireland has a predominantly catholic population of native Irish dissent.







Contrarily, Northern Ireland has a Protestant majority of British dissent, with a significant Catholic minority of Irish dissent.







Between 1960s and 1990s, Northern Ireland saw political tensions between pro-UK protestant unionist and Catholic nationalists.







While the former had the backing of the government and were wealthy, the latter wanted to merge with the Republican South.







After prolonged negotiations, the 1998 ―Good Friday Agreement‖ ended tensions to a great extent.
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Economic Integration - Both the Republic of Ireland and UK (thereby Northern Ireland) became members of the European Economic Community (EEC) in 1973.







EEC later evolved to become the EU and also to a great extent helped to ease the tensions between the Unionists & Nationalists.







Currently, over 35,000 people and 6,000 trucks cross the border between the Republic of Ireland and Northern Ireland.







Current Situation - As Britain is set to leave the EU, it will also be exiting the single market and customs union.







Hence, the future relationship between Republican Ireland and Northern Ireland is currently a challenging puzzle to solve.







The Irish question was brought up by some top politicians even before the Brexit Referendum but remains unresolved as yet.







The political sensitivity around the Irish question could potentially lead to a resurgence of violence, if issues aren‘t addressed in time.



What are the challenges ahead? 



The Irish Demand - Ireland‘s case is currently being prioritised over all else in the Brexit negotiations.







Irish PM Leo Varadkar has demanded a soft border that would facilitate unhindered trade, and EU has stood firm with him.







The Problem - If Northern Ireland was to remain within the EU customs union (common market), an internal barrier between Northern Ireland and the British mainland would be required.







But the unionist DUP (major party in Northern Ireland), has categorically opposed this.







It has stated that it doesn‘t want Northern Ireland to be seen as different from the rest of the U.K. in anyway.







UK has hence said that the entire deal needs to be clear before any equations with the Republic of Ireland are worked out.







Other Aspects - The tensions over Ireland have overshadowed progress on other issues of the Brexit deal.







Notably, many of the issues were resolved after significant compromises by UK.







The leave side in Brexit sought to position the process as a U.K.-centric to take back sovereign control.







This hasn‘t happened as concerns of other member-states have taken prominence with little room for Britain to negotiate.



3.39 Political tensions in Ireland Why in news? Ireland‘s Deputy Prime Minister Ms. Fitzgerald, has resigned and averted the risk of an early election. What are the reasons behind the resignation? 



Ms. Fitzgerald becomes the second political casualty in less than a year of a longstanding scandal, after former premier and highly regarded centre-right leader.







The specific allegation against Ms. Fitzgerald was that as the Minister for Justice in the previous administration she did not take action despite having knowledge about an attempt by an ex-chief of police to discredit a whistleblower.







But once Sinn Fein, the hardline party of the left, moved a vote of no-confidence this month, her exit was inevitable.







While Prime Minister Leo Varadkar initially defended his deputy, the opposition on whose support the Fine Gael minority government depends, moved a motion against her.



What are the prospects of this move? 



Ms. Fitzgerald‘s resignation has averted the collapse of the government for now.







The reprieve Prime ministermove has come at a critical stage in Ireland‘s negotiations in the European Union over the implications of Britain‘s exit from the bloc.
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London‘s conservative government, view this as no more than political posturing by an equally weak government across the border.







The broader reality is that Britain is Ireland‘s largest market, and the gateway for sizeable exports to Europe and the rest of the world.







In the current state of Brexit negotiations, a spirit of reasonable accommodation could well define the future.







The future of the Irish border is intertwined with the nature and shape of the U.K.‘s relationship with the bloc, and clarity could take some time coming.



3.40 EU‟s PESCO defence pact Why in news? 



25 ‗Europen Union‘ nations signed the landmark PESCO pact to establish closer defence ties.







The projects is seen as a major step towards establishing the ‗Eurpoean Defence Union‘.



How is EU‟s security apparatus evolving? 



Establishing a military headquarters for co-ordinating overseas European security operations was approved earlier this year.







This was followed by the announcement for setting up a 5.5-billion euro European Defence Fund. ‗







Currently, the Permanent Structured Cooperation (PESCO) has been signed.







This seeks to tighten defence & improve coordination in the development of new military hardware among signatory countries.







Notably, earlier efforts to deepen military links among EU members had failed for decades mainly due to Britain‘s opposition.







But Brexit and Russia‘s annexation of Crimea has brought the limelight back to the need for a strong European security treaty.



What are the specifics of PESCO? 



Touted as EU‘s most ambitious project, PESCO‘s primary focus is slated to be defending Europe and complementing NATO.







Membership - Participation in PESCO is voluntary and those opt out now can join later if all founding members approve of it.







Currently, Britain, Denmark, Malta & Ireland are the only EU members who haven‘t taken up the deal.







PESCO has provisions for non-member non-EU countries to take part in specific missions but without a role in decision making.







Commitments - A commitment to regularly increase defence budgets in real terms has be reached.







Countries have pledged to provide ‗substantial support‘ in the form of personnel, equipment, training & infrastructure for joint European military missions.







Also, devoting 20% of defence spending to procurement and 2% on research and technology has been agreed upon.







Significantly, PESCO will subject member countries to an annual review and failure to meet commitments could lead to termination of membership.



What are the expectations? 



Crisis Response Core & Cyber Rapid Response Teams are to be developed under German & Lithuanian leadership respectively.







Harmonising weapons systems by developing new equipments such as tanks & submarine drones are expected to be taken up.







PESCO may also lead to the creation of a European military hospital or logistics hub in future.



3.41 WTO - Public Stockholding Why in news?
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74 The G33, including India, has proposed for an amendment in the Agreement on Agriculture of the WTO, in regard to public stockholding. What is the problem in this regard? 



Public stockholding (PSH) is a policy tool used by governments to procure, stockpile and distribute food when needed. Ex: MSP scheme.







Governments purchasing at prices higher than market prices are considered to be subsidising their farmers, under WTO rules.







Current rules suggest a fixed subsidy of 10% for food procurement from farmers to feed the poor.







Also, the methodology for subsidy calculation is based on a price index of 1986-88, and that does not account for inflation.







Currently, public distribution programmes of developing countries are included under trade-distorting Amber Box measures that attracts reduction commitments.



What is the demand? 



The G33 countries are thus demanding that these programmes for food security purposes be exempted from subsidy reduction commitments of WTO.







It suggested incorporating a new annexure to categorise foodgrains procured specifically for public distribution purposes.







It demanded that PSH programmes be included in the list of Green Box subsidies that are exempted from reduction commitments.







But there is opposition from the US, the EU, Australia, Canada, Brazil, among others to provide unlimited market price support under the banner of ‗public stockholding for food security‘.



What lies before India? 



World Trade Organization‘s 11th ministerial meeting is planned in the year end in Buenos Aires.







India, a major player in the G-33 group of developing countries, has repeatedly demanded a permanent solution for public stockholding issue.







India has already agreed to WTO's Trade Facilitation Agreement on the promise that the public stockholding issue be resolved.







India cannot afford to make another compromise in the coming meet, without a permanent solution to the issue.



3.42 Outcomes of the WTO Ministerial Why in news? The 11th biennial ministerial conference of the ‗World Trade Organisation (WTO)‘ recently ended. What is the divide between developing & the developed world? 



In the late 90s, it was felt that the rules of the emerging global free market economics was tilted in favour of the industrialised and developed countries.







As WTO was also ushering such a world order, the developing world countries raised their grievance in WTO‘s Doha Ministerial of 2001.







These prominent issues raised were – 1.



Agriculture - Undoing the trade-distorting subsidies provided in the developed countries for farming



2. Medicines - Relaxing IPR norms for life saving drugs in developing countries 3. SDT - Special & Differential Treatment was sought for goods from the weaker countries (to make them competitive internationally) 



While, negotiations on most of these issues haven‘t concluded, the developed countries have been keen to move on to newer issues like ‗e-commerce‘.







On the contrary, the developing countries want the Doha issues settled first, before taking up newer things as it might distract the focus.
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How did the current ministerial go? 



Developed countries - They wanted the ministerial to see the fast-tracking of e-commerce talks but they didn‘t make much headway.







US, EU & Japan issued a joint statement aimed at China, on trade-distorting practices such as over-capacity and mandating technology transfer policies.







The U.S. even argued that the ‗Developing Nation‘ tag was being misused by some countries that were rich in absolute GDP terms.







Developing Countries - Contrarily, India and China also submitted a joint proposal to end the tradedistorting farm subsidies of Western nations.







For India, although none of its ‗offensive‘ interests were achieved, its ‗defensive‘ interests remain protected.







Hence, despite the stalemate, it has been regarded a partial success for India.



What are the major issues? 



Food Security Issue - Currently, a temporary ‗Peace Clause‘ is in effect.







This bars countries from lodging complaints with the WTO against the subsidised food security programs of the developing world.







In this backdrop, India pushed for a ‗permanent solution‘ to replace the ‗Peace Clause‘ and to safeguard its grain stockpiling & public procurement programs.







While a permanent solution was thwarted by the US, the current ‗peace clause‘ remains in place – thereby retaining status quo.







Fishing subsidies – These are provided mainly by the developing world to help their fishermen who are predominantly subsistence fishers.







These subsidies have been alleged to be distorting the markets as it affects the businesses of the high-tech industrial fisher countries like Japan & Canada.







The developed countries also stressed that, unsustainable fishing was on the rise due to such subsidy policies.







Due to opposition from the developing world, this issue has been pushed to the next ministerial in 2019.



What are the challenges ahead? 



US Withdrawal - Trump administration‘s disregard for multilateral forums and agreements was more than visible in the conference.







Previously, the US had blocked the reappointment of judges to the appellate body of the WTO. Such moves could weaken the WTO structurally.







Lack of consensus – The stubborn positions of the negotiating blocks has led to certain issues pending for decades.







These could effectively render WTO as an ineffective forum of engagement.







India‟s issue – While India‘s GDP may be growing, the country has hundreds of millions living in poverty and without food security.







It has been facing an increasing rough WTO table as it tries to balance its sovereign responsibility to feed its millions and the pressures against subsidies.



3.43 US threats to WTO Why in news? U.S is holding up the appointments to WTO‘s appellate body, its dispute settlement mechanism. What is the composition of the appellate body? 



The appellate body is the court of appeal for issues of law and legal interpretation arising from decisions rendered by the dispute resolution panels.







It is composed of seven permanent members appointed by WTO members by consensus.







The initial appointment of an appellate body member is for a four-year term, with possible reappointment for a second term.
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The appellate body members can continue to adjudicate an appeal even after expiry of their tenure, on cases to which they were appointed during their term.



Why is its significance? 



The body has been viewed as the central element in enforcing the rights and obligations of WTO members.







The appellate body had issued over 140 reports since 1995,which have been perceived to be fair and objective.







It is unique as its judgments are enforced through gentle suasion and the stick of authorised trade retaliation.







This makes it crucial for the continued survival of the rules-based multilateral trading system.



What are the recent intimidations of U.S? 



In recent months the US has blocked the selection of all new members of body.







US blocked the reappointment for a second term of one of its own nationals to the appellate body for the reason that she refused to comply with the U.S in some disputes.







If the U.S continues with such an approach, by the end of this month only 4 members will be left to serve the appellate body.







By January 2020, the appellate body would be left with only one member.



What are the reasons behind U.S‟ move? 



In many instances appellate body has imposed some restrictions on the ability of the U.S to resort aggressive unilateralism at the WTO.







U.S has not been able to reconcile itself with the findings of the appellate body against some of its domestic practices in anti-dumping, countervailing duty and safeguard proceedings.







The practice of the appellate body members continuing to adjudicate an appeal even after expiry of their tenure is also concerning US.







So it that the appellate body of overstepping its boundaries, leading to judicial activism in trade and environment disputes.



*****
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