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               The Research services of Urdu Dictionary Board Regarding Urdu Lexicography By: Meher Muhammad Ejaz Sabir



Sindh University,Jamshoro Abstract: "Urdu Development Board" was established in 1958 through a Resolution of the Ministry of Education, Government of Pakistan, dated 14th of June, 1958, which stated that the Board would compile and publish a comprehensive dictionary of Urdu on historical principles, on the pattern of Greater Oxford Dictionary and will take steps for the development of Urdu Language and Literature.It was renamed "Urdu Dictionary Board" through a resolation of Ministery of Education in 1982 .The Board under the supervission of different Scholars of Urdu completed this very difficult job just in 51 years by compiling 22 volums of Urdu Lughat .In this paper the research services of Urdu Dictionary Board are presented.
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what a dictionary should be and intended only to



     



record register the language and not 'to fix' or 'form it'.He began work on Lughat-e-kabeer or The Grand



            



     



Urdu Dictionary in 1930 - which was published quite



             



later, and, that too, incompletely - and wrote in its



    



foreword that the job of a lexicographer is to record



     



and register the language, its usage and the



      



hanges it goes through. A lexicographer, he wrote,



                                                



cannot be given the licence to decide which word is correct or good or is to be retained and entered in



        



the dictionary and which one is to be labelled



    



incorrect or bad and is to be consigned to the



    



graveyard. The most comprehensive dictionary of



        



Urdu, he wrote, would record each and every word



                



of the language, whether archaicor obsolete,



          



                    



offensive or derogatory, technical or poetic, dated



        



or modern." 11
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"Just like Johnson, Abdul Haq had a keen sense of
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                           "It was Wednesday, April 14, 2010. The last page of the 22nd and final volume of Urdu Lughat Tareekhi usool par c a m e o u t o f p r e s s . Th e editors and staff were jubilant. Sweets were distributed and everyone seemed intoxicated - though no toasts were proposed - for after 52 long
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years of terrible labour, to



         



borrow Winchester's words, 22 tombstone-sized volumes



   



of Urdu Dictionary were fully



          



and finally complete." 15
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