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Trinamool MP Sudip Bandyopadhyay gets bail in chit fund case



Pakistan moves ICJ to rehear Jadhav case within six weeks



Japanese Cabinet clears Bill to allow Emperor Akihito’s abdication
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GST Council inalises rates for services



NEARBY



Will uproot Modi govt. before its term: Lalu



Yuthika Bhargava



PATNA



Stung by a series of scam charges and Income Tax raids against his family members, Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad on Friday declared that he would uproot the Narendra Modi government at the Centre “before it completes its ive-year term.” NATION 쑺 PAGE 5 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



Days after win, BJP councillor joins TMC KOLKATA



Days after a BJP candidate won after re-polling at a booth in the Pujali municipality in South 24 Parganas, the councillor joined the Trinamool Congress on Friday. Rumpa Ghorui won the civic polls from ward no. 9 of the municipality. NATION



Says exemption for healthcare, education to continue



쑺 PAGE 4
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Now, schoolkids in copycat protest GURUGRAM



Taking a cue from the Rewari girls, students of two government schools in Gurugram and Palwal held protests on Friday seeking an upgrade of their institutions to the senior secondary level. DELHI METRO



쑺 PAGE 1



DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



DELHI METRO 쑺 6 PAGES



Srinagar



The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council on Friday finalised tax rates for all services, except lotteries, under the new indirect tax regime to be rolled out from July 1. Those services already exempted from tax, such as healthcare and education, will continue to enjoy the concession. The tax rate on non-AC restaurants will be 12%; it will be 18% on AC restaurants and those with a liquor licence. Restaurants in 5-star hotels will attract 28% tax, the same as that applicable to these hotels itself. While hotels and lodges with tariff below ₹1,000 have been exempted, those with room tariff of ₹1,000-₹2,500 will attract 12%, those charging ₹2,500-₹5,000 will come under the 18% tax bracket, and those charging any rate above that will be taxed at 28%. A tax of 18% will be levied on financial services and mobile services.



Services categorised “Even in the services sector, depending on the nature of service… there are various categorisations that have been made,” Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said at the end of the two-day meeting of the GST Council.



“There were a set of services that were exempted at present… These exemptions will continue. Besides the exempted category, which include healthcare and education, all other services have been fitted into four different rates of 5%, 12%, the standard rate of 18%, and the luxury rate of 28%,” he said. Mr. Jaitley said transport services had largely been kept under the 5% bracket. Rail transport is to be taxed at 5%, with only non-AC rail travel being exempt. Railway freight services will also be taxed at 5%. Air travel in the economy class will be taxed at 5% while business class will attract 12%. Cab aggregators such as Ola and Uber will also come under the 5% tax bracket.



Five star hotels, gambling, race club betting, and cinemas will attract a 28% tax rate. “For consumers, there is no area where tax will get increased,” he said. On bringing cinemas under the 28% tax slab, Revenue Secretary Hasmukh Adhia said the tickets may or may not become cheaper. State governments have the authority to create a separate law to charge tax, in addition to 28%, for funding local bodies. So, States might use this option to keep taxes at the same levels, he added. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 8 TELECOM, BEVERAGE BODIES DISAPPOINTED 쑺 PAGE 11 ‘INJUSTICE TO RACING’ 쑺 PAGE 15 GST CLARITY, AT LAST 쑺 EDITORIAL



Sweden drops probe against Julian Assange



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Judgment day



reuters Stockholm/London



Swedish prosecutors dropped an investigation of WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange on Friday over rape and molestation allegations. However, the British police said he would still be arrested if he left the Ecuadorean embassy in London. He has been holed up in the embassy for five years. Mr. Assange, 45, took refuge in the embassy in June 2012 to avoid extradition to Sweden after two women made the allegations against him which he has denied. WILL NOT FORGET OR FORGIVE, SAYS ASSANGE 쑺 PAGE 10



Iranian women queue up at a polling station to vote in the presidential and municipal council elections in Qom, south of Tehran, on Friday. President Hassan Rouhani is facing a tough challenge from a hard-line opponent over his outreach to the West. AP (REPORT ON PAGE 10) *



Ex-Coal Secretary Gupta convicted CBI court held him and 5 others guilty of cheating in M.P. coal block allocation Coal Ministry K.S. Kropha, and then Director, Coal Allocation-I Section, in the Ministry, K.C. Samaria. All the five were held guilty of criminal conspiracy, cheating and indulging in corrupt practices.



Special Correspondent New Delhi



A Delhi court on Friday convicted former Coal Secretary H.C. Gupta and five others, including the beneficiary company, for irregularities in the allocation of a coal block in Madhya Pradesh. The case pertains to irregularities in the allocation of Thesgora-B Rudrapuri coal block to Kamal Sponge Steel and Power Limited (KSSPL). In addition to Mr. Gupta, special CBI judge Bharat



H.C. Gupta.



Parashar also convicted managing director of KSSPL Pawan Kumar Ahluwalia, then Joint Secretary in the



Sentencing next week Mr. Parashar fixed May 22 as the date for hearing arguments on the quantum of sentence to be awarded to the convicted persons. The CBI had filed an FIR



in 2012 against the accused persons for misrepresentation of facts and presentation of inflated net worth of the company to acquire the coal block but on March 27, 2014, filed a closure report in the case. However, the court rejected the closure report on October 13, 2014, and summoned Mr. Gupta and others as accused. (With inputs from PTI) CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 8



NIA begins enquiry against Kashmiri separatists Special Correspondent New Delhi



The National Investigation Agency (NIA) registered a Preliminary Enquiry (PE) against Kashmiri separatist leaders, including Syed Ali Shah Geelani, for allegedly receiving funds from Lashkar-e-Taiba’s chief Hafiz



Saeed to create unrest in the Valley. A similar PE registered last year by the NIA against Mr. Geelani, to probe his links to two bank accounts through which money was allegedly routed to create unrest in the Kashmir Valley, drew a blank.



The NIA is yet to find any evidence against him in the said case. An NIA official said investigation into last year’s PE was continuing. Others named in the fresh PE are Naeem Khan, who was seen on television during a sting operation by India



Today TV ‘confessing’ to have received money from Pakistan-based terror groups; Farooq Ahmed Dar alias ‘Bitta Karate’; and Gazi Javed Baba of Tehreek-e-Hurriyat, an NIA spokesperson said. CONTINUED ON 쑺 PAGE 8



Delhi gets two new Ministers Staff Reporter New Delhi



AAP MLAs Kailash Gahlot and Rajender Pal Gautam were inducted as Ministers into the Delhi government on Friday. The appointments were made after their names were cleared by President Pranab Mukherjee. Mr. Gahlot was named the city’s new Transport Minister. Mr. Gautam was given charge of the Water Ministry, which was formerly held by sacked AAP member Kapil Mishra. The portfolios were allocated to the Ministers by Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal at the Secretariat. DETAILS ON 쑺 DELHI METRO PAGE 1



‘June 30 not a deadline for Aadhaar’ Krishnadas Rajagopal NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court on Friday refrained from ordering an interim stay on a series of government notifications requiring citizens to have Aadhaar by June 30, 2017, to equally access benefits and entitlements, even as the Centre denied imposing any such ‘deadline” to force people to get Aadhaar. The government was responding to a petition challenging 17 notifications making Aadhaar compulsory after June 30, 2017. DETAILS ON 쑺 DELHI METRO PAGE 1
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‘Use of GM mustard an anti-farmer move’ Patiala MP to raise issue in Parliament Special Correspondent Chandigarh



Suspended Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) MP from Patiala Dharamvira Gandhi has termed the commercial use of genetically modified mustard an “anti-farmer” move. He now plans to raise the issue in Parliament. “Farmers’ unions, scientists and civil society are opposing the approval granted to commercial cultivation of GM mustard. Besides, it has also been opposed by the Haryana, Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh and Punjabgovernments, which are major mustard producing States,” said Mr. Gandhi.



Barred process Mr. Gandhi said that GM mustard uses genetic use restriction technology, which is barred under Section 29 (3) of the Protection of Plant Varieties and Farmers’ Rights Act, 2001. “The use of GM mustard will lead to accumulation of pesticides, nitrates and heavy metals in human bodies, which can cause a number of chronic and incurable



diseases,” he said. He said it was unfortunate and unacceptable that the Genetic Engineering Appraisal Committee (GEAC) was not ready to accept that GM crops were a failure and posed a threat to livelihoods of farmers. “If the Centre gives its nod to commercial cultivation of GM mustard, it would defy the voice of scientists and the public, who have called for a precautionary approach with regard to GM crops. Any release of GM crops into the environment is anti-farmer, antipeople and anti-national,” said Mr. Gandhi, adding that he would raise the issue in Parliament until the government takes note. The GEAC, the apex body that accords approval for large-scale use and commercial release of genetically modified organisms in India, had on May 11 given a positive recommendation for commercial cultivation of GM mustard. However, the Environment Ministry is yet to take a decision on this.



BJP refuses to name CM candidate for H.P. There is no factionalism: State in-charge Staff Correspondent SHIMLA



Mangal Pandey, the newly appointed BJP State incharge of Himachal Pradesh, has refused to name a probable chief ministerial candidate for the upcoming Assembly elections in the hill State. Mr. Pandey, who reached the State on Friday for the first time to a warm welcome, said naming a chief ministerial candidate was a question for the future and his job at present was to strengthen the organisation. He denied any factionalism in the State BJP and said all were united and desperate



CM CM YK YK



to bring the party back to power. The new central observer of the party high command also declined to comment on whether fresh faces would replace old party leaders in the upcoming polls.



‘Congress-free nation’ Mr. Pandey emphasised that the party was already having governments in about 17 States and the number would further increase after its victories in Gujarat, Himachal Pradesh and Karnataka. “We would make it a Congress-free nation,” he said.
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Sudip granted bail by Orissa HC



Timings



Saturday, May 20



RISE 05:28 SET 19:08 RISE 01:34 SET 13:20 Sunday, May 21



Trinamool MP was arrested for alleged involvement in Rose Valley chit fund scam



RISE 05:28 SET 19:09 RISE 02:13 SET 14:19



Special Correspondent



Monday, May 22



the TMC leader to furnish bail bonds of two sureties of ₹50,000 each.



CUTTACK/KOLKATA



RISE 05:27 SET 19:09 RISE 02:52 SET 15:21



The Orissa High Court on Friday granted conditional bail to Trinamool Congress MP Sudip Bandyopadhyay, who was arrested by the Central Bureau of Investigation in Kolkata on January 3 for alleged involvement in the Rose Valley chit fund scam. Mr. Bandyopadhyay had approached the High Court in February seeking regular bail on health grounds after his bail applications were rejected by a designated CBI court in Bhubaneswar and the Khurda district sessions



Sudip Bandyopadhyay court. Allowing the petitioner to go on bail after depositing a sum of ₹25 lakh in any nationalised bank and submitting its receipt in the trial court, the High Court asked



Bail conditions Among other conditions, the MP has been asked to submit his passport in the trial court and cooperate with the investigating officer as and when required. The CBI had also arrested another TMC MP, Tapas Pal, for alleged involvement in the scam. The investigating agency had earlier accused Rose Valley chairman Gautam Kundu and three others of defrauding investors from across the



country of more ₹17,000 crore.



than



Mamata welcomes bail Welcoming the bail granted to Mr. Bandyopadhyay, West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee expressed hope that he would recover his health on his return to the city. “He was very ill...when I had seen him at the hospital. He had lost around 25-30 kg. I don’t know how he is at the moment. I want him to take rest and take care of his health,” Ms. Banerjee told journalists. Ms. Banerjee said four and



a half months in custody had taken a toll on Mr. Bandyopadhyay’s health. The news of bail to fourtime TMC MP brought relief to party leaders many of whom are facing investigation by central agencies in the chit fund scam and the Narada news tapes sting. Mr. Bandyopadhyay wife and TMC MLA Nayana Bandyopadhyay said: “I am relieved but concerned as he is very ill. I will not say anything as I have not been permitted to give any reaction on this.” The MP is likely to arrive in Kolkata on Saturday.



Odisha Assembly passes GST Bill Two Bills passed by voice vote Special Correspondent BHUBANESWAR



The Odisha Assembly passed the Odisha Goods and Services Tax Bill, 2017, and the Odisha Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill, 2017, by a voice vote on Friday. The two Bills were put to vote in the evening after the legislators belonging to different parties discussed the provisions of both the Bills in detail during the day. Initiating the debate, Finance Minister Sashi Bhusan Behera said the Odisha Goods and Service Tax Bill



will ensure simplification of tax administration, while the Odisha Value Added Tax (Amendment) Bill would allow the State to impose VAT on only on six items. The Finance Minister said the GST will help extend tax network and bring improvement in the tax administration. The GST will merge at least 17 Central and State taxes and products manufactured in different States could compete with products in the international market, Mr. Behera added.



Second round of talks on new Manipur districts fail



IN BRIEF



Naga Council sticks to its demand for a rollback Iboyaima Laithangbam



Sonowal warning on misuse of social media



IMPHAL



GUWAHATI



Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal has directed the State chief secretary and directorgeneral of police to take stern action against misuse of social media to malign the image of personalities and publication of fabricated information. He also asked the police to strictly monitor the use of social media, including Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and others to check such incidents. PTI



The second round of talks on Friday to resolve the dispute over the creation of seven districts in Manipur failed to yield any results. At the meeting, which was held in Senapati district, leaders of the United Naga Council (UNC) said the move should be immediately rolled back. The seven districts were created out of the State’s existing nine districts by the former Congress government last year. This took the number of



districts to 16. The UNC, however, opposed the move claiming that Naga villages were merged with non-Naga areas to divide the Naga people. It also imposed an economic blockade in the State on November 1, 2016, causing hardships to people. The blockade was lifted after the new BJP-led government was formed on March 15.



‘Protest to continue’ Gaidon Kamei, the president of the UNC, said they would keep protesting till the move was rolled back.



“At the meeting, we made it clear that we will not budge from our decision. If needed, we will go to the people to plan our next move,” said Mr. Kamei. Suresh Babu, Additional Chief Secretary , who was present at the meeting, said, “There is a need to discuss the core issues.” Representatives of the Tangkhul Nagalong, the All Naga Students’ Association, and other officials of the Ministry of Home Affairs also attended the meeting. The officials said another meet would be held soon.



0 DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to verify and make appropriate enquiries to satisfy themselves about the veracity of an advertisement before responding to any published in this newspaper. Kasturi & Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of this newspaper, does not vouch for the authenticity of any advertisement or advertiser or for any of the advertiser’s products and/or services. In no event can the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Director/s, Employees of this newspaper/ company be held responsible/liable in any manner whatsoever for any claims and/or damages for advertisements in this newspaper.



WBJEEB told to pay ₹5 lakh Press Trust of India Kolkata



The Calcutta High Court on Friday ordered the West Bengal Joint Entrance Examination Board to pay a cost of ₹5 lakh for holding the 2016 entrance test for medical students in a “callous” manner. A Division Bench of the



OBITUARY & REMEMBRANCE



court asked the Board to pay the money to Calcutta University, which was asked to spend it on financially backward students. The Bench gave the order on a plea by two unsuccessful candidates, who had alleged a slew of irregularities in the medical entrance examination for 2016.
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Sambhal barbers have been caste aside



IN BRIEF



Upper caste villagers in Uttar Pradesh avoid salons which serve Valmikis because they use ‘impure’ implements Mohammad Ali Fatehpur Shamsoi (Sambhal)



Mathura murders: UP jewellers on 1-day strike LUCKNOW



Jewellers across Uttar Pradesh on Friday observed a day-long strike to protest against the recent killing of two traders in Mathura. Nearly 7,000 jewellery shops in Lucknow remained closed as a mark of protest. The Lucknow Sarrafa Association submitted a memorandum to a State Minister demanding security for jewellers in Uttar Pradesh. Two traders were killed on May 15 and two others injured during a robbery at jewellery shops in Mathura. PTI



₹14 lakh stolen from bank in Bathinda BATHINDA (PUNJAB)



Two persons allegedly broke into a branch of a cooperative bank at Teona village here and decamped with ₹14.51 lakh, the police said on Friday. Two unidentified men, their faces covered, broke into the branch around midnight by cutting the window grills, the police said. The theft, recorded on CCTV cameras installed at the branch, was discovered in the morning by the employees, who informed the police. A case has been registered, the police said, adding that CCTV footage was being examined. PTI



Business has been slow for 45-year-old barber Lokpal since Monday, the day barber shops opened after a month at Fatehpur Shamsoi village of Sambhal district in Uttar Pradesh. On that day, Lokpal gave Rambir Valmiki a haircut, something he had never done before owing to upper caste members threatening to boycott salons using ‘impure’ implements. Asif, another barber in the village, finds himself in the same situation as Lokpal. He too served another person from the backward community, and business has been a trickle ever since.



Untouchability issue Lokpal and Asif ’s is not a revolutionary story of two barbers breaking unofficial shackles of untouchability writ large in the history of the village, located just 180 km from the Capital. “A few Valmikis came on Monday. No one else has turned up since then. Others who used to frequent the salon too have stopped com-



AMRITSAR



A seventeen-year-old girl allegedly committed suicide in her classroom on Friday, the police said. Simran, a Class XII student of a private school here, was found hanging from the ceiling fan, after which the school management informed the police. Preliminary investigation has revealed that she was depressed for the past few months due to family problems. PTI



Unwritten rule However, Asif refused to shave the youth a week later saying others in the village had told him he was breaking an unwritten rule. “His refusal re-opened a decades-old wound. For the past several decades, we’ve been going to Chandausi, Bahjoi and Islampur, located nearly 10 km away, for a haircut. We’re denied a service even given to animals. Even their hair gets cut or removed. The country got its Independence, but we are yet to get ours,” he said, even



The shops Monday.”



Cut-of: Lokpal, a barber in Fatehpur Shamsoi village of Sambhal district, hasn’t received any upper caste customers since Monday. MOHAMMAD ALI *



as others sitting next to him nodded in quiet agreement. Sumit Valmiki added: “We complained to the police on April 12 saying that village barbers refuse to serve us and that it violates our basic rights as citizens of the coun-



try. We threatened to convert to Islam to fight for our dignity but it led to a huge controversy . The local administration told the barbers to serve us as well. The barbers reacted by shutting their shops for nearly a month.



opened



on



Allegations rejected Sumit explained that members of the Jatav community, another Dalit caste living in the village, didn’t face this discrimination. However, upper caste villagers rejected allegations that they were behind the ‘unofficial untouchability rule’ in the village salons. “I think the Thakurs and other upper caste members were avoiding getting a haircut in salons that serve Dalits due to the ongoing controversy. It’s all between the barbers and the Valmikis. We were never a part of this fight,” said Sanjeev Sharma. A chance conversation with some upper caste young men revealed that they were angry with the Dalits. As Hitesh Gupta, who is in his early 30s, put it, the Dalits had “managed to get the upper caste to bow down before them and break the decades-old tradition”. Elder Valmiki members, including Rambir, had expressed apprehension that “once they withdrew their



police complaint, as is being suggested by the upper caste-dominated village panchayat, the upper caste members will try to avenge the humiliation”. “We are in extreme minority in the village —just 600 of 9,000 residents. We’re scared of violence in this struggle for our dignity,” stated Rambir.



Prices hiked Sumit complained that though village barbers had started serving the Valmiki community, they were charging ₹25 for a shave and ₹50 for a haircut. “It seems that the exorbitant rate only applies to us. The normal rate in the village is ₹10 for a shave and ₹25 for a haircut. This has been done to ensure that we get fed up due to the high rates and stop going to them on our own,” he said. However, SHO of Bahjoi police station Ranjan Sharma told The Hindu that the local administration had convinced the barbers to do what was never done in the village. “It’s all peaceful in the village, which is our priority. We’re in touch with all stakeholders,” he said.



Martyr’s kin protest



Madrasa students to get skill training



Demand a visit by Yogi Adityanath



Move expected to improve their employability in West Asian countries



Press Trust of India



Teenager found hanging in classroom



ing to me,” said Lokpal, one of the seven barbers in the village. Sitting under the cool shade of a peepal tree in the Valmiki settlement, located at the other end of the village and away from the main area, Rambir told The Hindu, “When Asif opened a new shop last month and announced at the village fair that every resident was welcome, we were extremely happy. Thinking our community was welcome too, a Valmiki youth turned up at his shop and he obliged.”



Sambhal (Uttar Pradesh)



Family members of sepoy Sudesh Kumar, who was killed in firing by Pakistani troops along the Line of Control (LoC) in Jammu and Kashmir last year, sat on an indefinite fast on Friday, demanding that Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath pay a visit to their village.



Promises by BJP leaders Sudesh’s family claimed that despite promises by BJP leaders, none of them visited the family again. His



mother Santosh Kumari said if the CM did not visit them, she would commit suicide. Sudesh’s wife said many politicians came and made various promises. “But none was fulfilled. I will commit suicide if the CM does not come,” she said. His brother Manoj Kumar said, “We were promised sanction for a petrol pump, construction of a road and memorial in the village and renaming a village primary school in Sudesh’s name by the BJP leaders, but none of the promises was fulfilled.”



EDUCATIONAL



Special Correspondent Jaipur



Madrasa students in Rajasthan will be trained in modern occupations through mobilisation camps in order to improve their skills in subjects such as computer literacy, Arabic data processing and handicraft export.



For dropouts too The move is expected to improve their employability in West Asian countries and will be applicable to students



who have passed out and dropouts. A proposal to link Madrasa students with various skills training programmes was made at a meeting of the Department of Skills, Employment and Entrepreneurship (SEE) with the Rajasthan Madrasa Board, Tayyab Trust and a vocational training institute here on Friday. Skills training of good quality, especially to girls, would help the Madrasa students get decent placements



EDUCATIONAL



in the country and abroad in view of their command over Urdu and Arabic languages, SEE Commissioner Krishna Kunal said. Mr. Kunal said the department would work for inclusion of different trades into the skilling framework to bridge the gap between demand and supply of manpower in the West Asian countries where such workforce is required. These trades include Urdu journalism, translation, community counselling, para-



legal assistance, handicraft export consultancy and Arabic data processing. In addition to the mobilisation camps, migration support centres will also be developed with the help of the Tayyab Trust to counsel and support the minority youths migrating from rural to urban areas in search of employment. The department has invited a detailed proposal from the Madrasa Board and Tayyab Trust for finalising the training programme.



EDUCATIONAL



Days after win, BJP councillor joins TMC Staff Reporter Kolkata



There seems to be no end to the embarrassment to the BJP leadership in West Bengal. Days after a candidate won after repolling at a booth in the Pujali municipality in South 24 Parganas, the councillor joined the Trinamool Congress on Friday.



Violence Rumpa Ghorui won the civic polls from ward no. 9 of the municipality. This particular ward had seen significant violence on polling day on May 14. Only a few days ago, Ms. Ghorui was seen sitting next to BJP State chief Dilip Ghosh at a press conference after the election results were declared. The State BJP leadership said she was abducted and forced to join the TMC. Ms. Ghorui said she “joined the ruling party to take part in its development drive” ushered in by Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee. Earlier this month, the State BJP leadership was left red faced after Gita and Raju Mahali, residents of Naxalbari in north Bengal who had hosted BJP chief Amit Shah, joined the TMC. Two Congress councillors who won from Domkal municipality also joined the TMC within hours of results being declared on May 17.



SITUATIONS VACANT GENERAL



EDUCATIONAL



PUBLIC NOTICES LEGAL NOTICE



CM YK



A ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



THE HINDU



NATION 5



NOIDA/DELHI



SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



IN BRIEF



Court summons Kirti Azad in defamation case



Probe Anurag Tewari’s death ‘Will uproot Modi govt. before it completes term’ thoroughly: Siddaramaiah Karnataka CM writes to Adityanath, says people of his State are anguished



A Delhi court on Friday summoned suspended BJP MP Kirti Azad in a criminal defamation case. Advocate Gautam Dutta alleged that Mr. Azad used derogatory language against him in an e-mail sent to BCCI.



4 Manipur commandos injured in IED blast IMPHAL



Four Manipur police commandos were injured, two of them critically, in an IED blast triggered by militants in Chandel district on Friday The blast occurred at around 12.45 pm on Imphal-Moreh road, some 10 km from Moreh, when a police convoy was heading towards Imphal through Kwatha Khunou Lamkhai area, the police said. PTI



Bengaluru



With speculation rife on the circumstances that led to the death of IAS officer Anurag Tewari in Lucknow on Wednesday, Karnataka Chief Minister Siddaramaiah has written to his Uttar Pradesh counterpart Yogi Adityanath requesting him to ensure a “thorough investigation by a competent team of investigators.” Stating that the untimely death of an upright officer of the Karnataka cadre had caused great anguish to the people of the State, Mr. Siddaramaiah said it was important for the incident to be thoroughly investigated. “I would request you to direct the authorities to take up the probe,” he said in his letter written on Friday.



Raising questions: Police with the family of Anurag Tewari, inset, whose body was found in Lucknow. RAJEEV BHATT *



Meanwhile, speaking at Chitradurga, BJP State president B.S. Yeddyurappa demanded that Mr. Siddaramaiah ask for a CBI probe into Tewari’s death as his family had alleged that the officer was about to expose a



huge scam in the Food and Civil Supplies Department. He said he would appeal to Mr. Adityanath to ask for a CBI probe if Karnataka failed to do so. U.T. Khader, Minister for Food and Civil Supplies,



GSLV: too late for changing times ‘It may be ISRO’s short-lived rocket, not its primary satellite vehicle as planned’ Madhumathi D.S. BENGALURU



The GSLV space vehicle’s quiet but laudable success earlier this month could be a small solace that has come too late for the Indian Space Research Organisation. The late bloomer may even be a short-lived intermediate rocket instead of being ISRO’s primary satellite vehicle as it was planned, as a few ISRO old-timers and industry watchers privately suggest.



The GSLV rocket with GSAT-9 takes of from Sriharikota on May 5. S.R. RAGHUNATHAN



‘GTO’ (geosynchronous transfer orbit). This rocket took about 25 years and 11 flights to be fully realised. GSLV F-09 of May 5 was the fourth to click in a row. The GSLV is caught in a glaring mismatch: it cannot lift India’s bigger satellites; and the size that it can lift is out of fashion and does not make economic sense. As to why the GSLV could not rise sooner to the occasion, the external geopolitical reasons beyond the agency are well known now. While ISRO was perfecting the GSLV and falling behind schedule with the rocket’s crucial cryogenic stage, it progressed on the spacecraft side and upgraded the communication satellites to 3,000-plus kg in 2005. This was done to pack more punch (or transponders) per



spacecraft. It would be roughly 24 regular transponders for 2,000 kg; 36 transponders for 3,000 kg and 48 transponders in a four-tonner. Replying to a query from The Hindu, Gagan Agrawal, analyst with the U.S.-based space industry consulting firm Northern Sky Research, said: “The communications satellite market is consistently looking at payload sizes greater than four tonnes and the question remains whether the GSLV or [the bigger] MKIII can cater to the market [yet.] ”



Adds to reliability Its fine feat of putting the South Asia Satellite perfectly to space on May 5 no doubt adds to the GSLV’s reliability. But ISRO actually needed this achievement at least a good decade ago, when it was still building and using 2,000-2,500-kg communica-



tion spacecraft for its own use. The GSLV was conceived in the early 1990s to launch Indian communication satellites of 2,000-kg class to an initial and later adjusted distance from Earth, called the



Landslide in Uttarakhand, pilgrims hit



Won’t take me a minute to quit power: Uddhav



Press Trust of India Gopeshwar



Hundreds of pilgrims are feared stranded after a landslide occurred near Vishnuprayag in Uttarakhand’s Chamoli district, blocking the Rishikesh-Badrinath National Highway. District Collector Ashish Joshi said Border Roads Organisation (BRO) personnel were engaged in clearing the roads and it could be opened for traffic by Saturday afternoon. The Collector said the administration was taking efforts to provide all facilities to 1,000-1,500 pilgrims at Joshimath, Karnaprayag, Pipalkoti, Govindghat and Badrinath.



filing I-T returns and had also submitted affidavits on their assets to the Election Commission. “It’s all in the public domain.” Mr. Prasad said Mr. Modi was trying to divide the country. “But we won’t let him divide the country … I’m standing rock solid in their path.”



Amarnath Tewary



denied reports that Tewari was investigating a “scam” in the midday meal scheme. He added that there had been no instance of pressure on the officer as had been reported, from him or Harsh Gupta, Regional Commissioner, Kalaburagi, who was holding additional charge as Secretary, Food and Civil Supplies.



Special Correspondent



NEW DELHI



Lalu to launch ‘BJP bhagao, Desh bachao’ rally on Aug. 27



*



Not many customers ISRO’s smaller PSLV rocket has made a niche in the world market for light lifts. For the GSLV, there may not be many commercial customers requiring its service.



Sena plans farmers’ rally against Maharashtra government Staff Reporter Mumbai



Announcing that Shiv Sena would not hesitate even for a minute before quitting as an ally in the State government, party chief Uddhav Thackeray announced a farmers’ protest rally against the government in a month’s time to demand a farm loan waiver. “We have come to know that the BJP is conducting a survey to check the possible outcome of mid-term polls. It has everything, but still wants more. Even that is fine, but [the party should] announce a farm loan waiver first. Shiv Sena is



ready to offer outside support, and will ensure that the government does not fall. Instead of a poll survey, first conduct a survey to check why farmers are in a mess,” Mr. Thackeray said. He was addressing a farmers’ rally in Nashik.



Month-long campaign The Sena president also announced a month-long campaign across the State demanding a farm loan waiver. This is in addition to the farmers’ agitations being undertaken by Opposition parties as well as various farmers’ organisations. Mr. Thackeray said that



“every farmer in the State” as well as the party’s ministers will take part in the campaign. “I am not going to use the word agitation. I am not here to spread wildfire. But you are the ones who have to voice the simmering anger within you. It won’t take me even a minute to quit power. Only thing which I have to offer you is my support,” he said. Mr. Thackeray said that despite being in power for two-and-a-half years, the government has not resolved the State’s problems. “Only faces have changed, but problems remain the same,” he said.



‘Only 37 days’ Condoling the death of Tewari, the Minister told reporters in Mangaluru that the State government would cooperate with the Uttar Pradesh police in the investigation. Tewari had worked with the department for only 37 days, he said. (With inputs from Chitradurga and Mangaluru)



Goa bridge collapse: 2 bodies found Special Correspondent Panaji



Two bodies were fished out and 14 persons were rescued on Friday after a dilapidated foot-bridge collapsed in Curchorem-Sanvordem town in South Goa late on Thursday evening. The bridge collapsed under the weight of about 50 onlookers who gathered to watch Santosh Wandal (26) commit suicide. Wandal’s body was also recovered. Divers of the Navy resumed their search on Friday morning. South Goa Superintendent of Police Shekhar Prabhudessai said divers from the Indian Coast Guard and Drishti Lifesaving, a private lifeguard agency, were at the site. The Coastal police also assisted in the search. A Navy spokesman said crocodiles were present in the river and precautions were being taken for the safety of the divers.



NDRF joins search Authorities said the body of Prakash Ekka (28) of Jharkhand was fished out early on Friday. On Thursday night, the rescue teams retrieved the body of Basavaraj Malanavar (30) a truck driver from South Goa. A 40-member National Disaster Response Force (NDRF) team from Pune joined the search on Friday evening. South Goa Collector Swapnil Naik said the NDRF team would stay on till Saturday. The State government said all dilapidated and unsafe bridges would be dismantled soon. “The government will carry out a safety audit of bridges and those found unsafe and not used by commuters, will be dismantled,” State Town and Country Planning Minister Vijai Sardesai said.



Patna



Stung by a series of scam charges and Income Tax raids against his family members, Rashtriya Janata Dal chief Lalu Prasad on Friday declared that he would uproot the Narendra Modi government at the Centre “before it completes its five-year term.” He also accused the BJP of conspiring to tarnish his image through I-T raids and making “frivolous allegations” against his sons and daughter. “Listen, BJP/RSS people, Lalu will drag you off your seat in Delhi, whatever be my situation... Get this straight… don’t you dare threaten me,” tweeted Lalu Prasad.



‘Where’s the proof?’ On the recent Income Tax raids against his family members and others in connection with several “dubious” land deals, Mr. Prasad’s second tweet asked: “Chapa…Chapa…Chapa...Chapa...kiska Chapa? Kisko Chapa? Chapa to hum marenge 2019 mein...Main dusron ka hausla digata hun, mera kaun digayega (Raid…Raid… Raid… whose raid? Who is being raided? … I’ll do a



Lalu Prasad at a press meet in Patna on Friday. *



RANJEET KUMAR



raid in 2019…I make others nervous, who will make me nervous?). Mr. Prasad asked the media to name the 22 places where Income Tax officials had conducted raids. “How did they [the media] report without any verification or evidence,” he asked. Speaking to a select group of journalists in Patna, the RJD chief said the Modi government had completed three years. “But it’s not going to complete its full five-year term... The BJP has been conspiring to tarnish Lalu’s reputation… How can my family and I become super rich and others remain paupers .. It’s all part of a political conspiracy.” Mr. Prasad said he, his wife and two sons had been



Pan-India campaign The RJD chief said he had called a “BJP bhagao, Desh bachao” rally in Patna on August 27. “I have invited top leaders of all non-BJP parties to my grand rally…leaders like Congress president Sonia Gandhi, H.D. Deve Gowda, Arvind Kejriwal, Mayawati, Akhilesh Yadav, Mamata Banerjee and Karunanidhi will attend the rally from where we will launch a panIndia campaign to uproot them [BJP] from the Centre,” Mr. Prasad said. He also raised the issues of beef ban and the volatile situation in Jammu and Kashmir. “Modi talks about beef ban, but in the last three years India has been the largest exporter of beef... In Kashmir, bodies of soldiers are being mutilated every day…Are these the real achievements of the Modi government?”



Kalibanga museum, famous for Harappan artefacts, reopens Mohammed Iqbal JAIPUR



The famous Kalibanga museum in the Hanumangarh district of Rajasthan was reopened to the public over the weekend after a gap of one-and-a-half years. The museum displays artefacts from the early Harappan civilisation of 3000 to 2700 B.C. in the region. The exhibits include Harappan seals, bangles, terracotta objects and figurines, bricks, grinders, stone balls, and the well-known six fabric pottery repertoire from the pre-Harappan levels of Kalibangan. The museum also shows images of exposed structures from different levels of excavations at the important archaeological site. The museum was established in 1983 to showcase the materials found in excav-



Pointer to the past: Oicials at the renovated Kalibanga museum in Hanumangarh, Rajasthan. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



ations conducted between 1961 and 1969 at the Harappan site. The museum was renovated at a cost of ₹ 80 lakh. Hanumangarh Collector Prakash Rajpurohit, who inaugurated the renovated museum, said visitors would feel proud of the country’s



4,000-year-old civilisation by having a look at the artefacts in the new ambience. Archaeological Survey of India's (ASI) Jodhpur superintending archaeologist V.S. Badigar, Pilibanga pradhan Prem Raj Jakhar and Kalibanga sarpanch Sarita Rani were among those present.
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Happy ending to Mumbai theft drama Teen loses nerve, returns phone stolen from assistant cinematographer’s house Gautam S. Mengle Mumbai



For assistant cinematographer S. Babu Rao, the reunion with his stolen cell phone could have come straight out of a Bollywood flick, several of which he has worked on. As he fretted over the phone, stolen from a window at his Saki Naka residence, the thief, all contrite, came back to return it two hours later. On May 9, Mr. Rao, who was part of the production teams for Barfi, Bodyguard, Love Aaj Kal and Teen Patti, was working on his laptop using his cell phone’s Wi-Fi hotspot, when the connection dropped around 1 p.m. “I had placed the phone on a window sill for better network reception. When I went to check, it was gone. Some locals said they had seen a few young men loitering in the vicinity. A nearby building with CCTV cameras refused to share the footage with me, so I CM YK



Photo call: Assistant cinematographer S. Babu Rao with Ranveer Singh SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



approached the police.”



Twist in the tale At Saki Naka police station, PSI Rahul Waghmare heard him out and sent two constables with him to obtain CCTV footage from the building. The footage showed one of three youth



stealing Mr Rao’s phone around 12.58 p.m. The constables recorded the relevant footage. “A local informant was shown the footage, who said the ‘job would be done’. I told Mr. Rao that we would inform him when we had results, and to return home.” Mr.



Waghmare said. Two constables were deputed to search for the thief with the informant’s help. When he reached home half-an-hour later, Mr. Rao found a young man waiting for him. He asked Mr. Rao if he had lost a phone, and pulled it out of his pocket and handed it over when he replied in the affirmative. “He told me his friend had asked him to return it. I insisted on meeting the person responsible. With much reluctance, he took me to the thief, a visibly scared teen who knew the police were on his trail. He tried to touch my feet, apologised profusely and promised to never steal again. However, I convinced him to come to the police station with me,” Mr. Rao said. The boy, a local resident, promised the police he would never steal again, and Mr. Rao said he wasn’t keen on filing an FIR. A ND-ND
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Nepal turns the corner If there were more curiosity about Nepal in Delhi circles, there’d be fewer geopolitical blunders and self-goals



T



he long wait for the new indirect tax rates that will apply to thousands of goods and services is inally over. The Goods and Services Tax Council that met in Srinagar has released details of the rates at which over 1,200 goods will be taxed when the GST regime takes efect. The rate itment process has been a subject matter of speculation for months now, accompanied by fears that the new tax rates and slabs would be inluenced by special interest lobbies. So it is welcome that the government has ofered better clarity. The July 1 rollout of the tax also looks more likely now with the GST Council showing its intent to get things going. Under the new structure, judging from the initial list of 1,211 items, the predominant share (43%) of goods will be taxed at 18%, while 17% and 14% of the notiied items will fall under the 12% and 5% tax rate slabs, respectively. Around 7% of the items, which include essential goods such as milk, fruits, cereals and poultry, have been exempted from all taxes. A signiicant share (19%) of goods, however, has been tucked under the highest tax slab of 28%: many of these cater to the daily needs of the growing middle class. Apart from these four regular tax slabs, additional cess taxes of varying rates have also been imposed on sin and luxury goods such as pan masala, cigarettes and sport utility vehicles to compensate the States for loss of revenue during the initial years. Winners and losers are sure to emerge as tax rates undergo a major revision. But overall, the government has said the new tax regime will be revenue-neutral. If so, the GST’s inluence on private spending will possibly remain muted. The four-slab structure of the GST regime gives it the look of a progressive tax code, in contrast to similar consumption-based taxes prevalent in other countries, which are essentially simple, lat taxes. While progressive taxes may be justiied given the wide disparities in income levels in India, the principle of simplicity is being compromised. The new tax regime disappoints on earlier expectations that the top tax rate would be capped below 20% too. The middle class will now have to bear the brunt of higher prices. The challenge going forward will be to prevent backdoor rigging of rates through additional levies that are completely discretionary. States that have added signiicantly to their debt burden in recent years must be kept in check. Or additional discretionary taxes would add to the overall tax burden and particularly compromise on tax predictability. Lastly, the Centre and States must keep their pressing iscal demands from inluencing tax rates upwards in the future. Otherwise, the decision to do away with tax competition among States, in favour of a simple centralised tax system, will be done no justice.



Vote for status quo?



kanak mani dixit any Western diplomats and development-walas, cheered on by their Kathmandu plaudits, tend to portray Nepal as a failed or failing state. The alternative view would describe a resilient polity inding its balance despite the chicanery of national politicians and unremitting external interventionism. Nepal emerged in 2006 from the under the weight of Maoist killings and state atrocities to inally promulgate a Constitution in September 2015, overcoming the sufocating embrace of Western aid agencies and overt activism of Indian diplomats and intelligencewalas. It has had to contend with the Great Earthquake of 2015 and the Great Blockade of the same year, and an almost-successful attempt at state takeover by a narcissistic anti-corruption czar. Last month saw the drama of an attempt to impeach the upright Chief Justice of the Supreme Court, Sushila Karki. The citizens at the grassroots had been prevented from choosing their representatives for two full decades, which bureaucratised and corrupted local administration and prevented the injection of new blood into politics. However, overcoming these obstacles, Nepal has inally arrived at the vitally important local level (village, town and city) elections.
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Caretaker Parliament The polls, whose irst phase happened on May 14 and the second stage is scheduled for June 14, mark a step towards implementing Nepal’s new Constitution. Within the next year, this needs to be followed with elections for seven newborn provincial councils, and national parliamentary elections. Nepal will have ‘normalised’ only when the present oversized House, an extension of the Constituent Assembly elected in 2013, is replaced by the new



R



CM YK



The borderlands Seen from the vantage of Kathmandu, India very much wants to be a world player but has failed to build a global voice even in these times of geopolitical and economic convulsion. From Brexit to the South China Sea, the Belt and Road Initiative and the multiple crises from Afghanistan to the Horn of Africa, few seem to be asking for New Delhi’s position and perspective. And it remains intriguing that for its massive presence at the centre of the Subcontinent, India is not able to take South Asia together on its plans. One possible reason for this state of afairs is that members of New Delhi’s civil society, including its hallowed commentators, have a



but Beijing is running away with the ball. Even if it stayed away from the Belt and Road Forum in Beijing, New Delhi may want to open up to the idea of trans-Himalayan commerce through the Nepal corridor. The Qinghai-Tibet Railway will arrive from Lhasa and Shigatse to a point north of Kathmandu by 2020, and the roads from the south are already being upgraded to receive goods and passengers.



‘Stability in democracy’ The results of the irst phase elections have been telling. The CPNUML and Nepali Congress have emerged as the two largest parties, with the Maoists a distant third but with ability to tip the balance. Kathmandu Valley has thrown up two new parties with a modernist urban agenda, while Baburam Bhattarai and his Naya Shakti have receded further into the shadows. The poor showing of the Hindutvaoriented Rastriya Prajatantra Party or Kamal Thapa should give pause to India’s cultural revivalists that have an eye on Nepal. The results also augur well for the RJP, were its leaders to agree to join the second phase elections. These civic polls are the harbinger of long-lost political stability, for they will anchor the new Constitution. This will in turn lead to economic growth, and already the International Monetary Fund is predicting a dramatic turnaround for an economy long in the doldrums, with the GDP growth for the current iscal forecast at 7.5%. News reports indicate that New Delhi may be in the process of pulling back from its proactive presence in Kathmandu in relation to constitutional implementation, including taking a back seat on the matter of local elections rather than continue with the proactivism of the past. This would, to begin with, leave Nepal’s plains-based leaders free to speak for the people they represent. It would also help secure the ‘stability in democracy’ that the citizenry of mountain and plain have craved for all these years.



Kanak Mani Dixit, a writer and journalist based in Kathmandu, is founding editor of the magazine Himal Southasian



Putting out a ire with more smoke Donald Trump may not face imminent impeachment, but he may ind it diicult to get past Russiagate begun discussing the possibility of impeaching the President, whose associates are being probed for their alleged ties with Moscow.



Results to irst phase of local polls complicate federal restructuring in Nepal esults of the local body elections held in three of Nepal’s seven provinces on May 14 are still trickling in, but the Communist Party of Nepal (Uniied Marxist-Leninist) and the Nepali Congress (NC) will be reasonably satisied with their performance. These elections were mostly held in the hill areas, with the second phase scheduled for June 14, in which the Madhesi parties — that are still demanding amendments to the Constitution related to state restructuring — are expected to participate. Local body elections are being held after a gap of 20 years, which saw epochal changes in Nepal’s polity without much development to show on the ground. These polls are to elect representatives in the ward, village, municipal and metropolitan councils that will have decentralised decision-making powers related to local revenue generation and spending, along with the formulation of laws in this regard. These councils are similar to the village development committees of the past, but have far more powers as self-governing units envisaged in the new Constitution. For too long, Nepal’s polity has been caught up with Constitution-writing and wrangling over power amid political instability. This has resulted in lack of attention to economic development leading to large-scale labour migration of Nepalis, and poor response systems to disasters such as the massive earthquake that struck two years ago. Local representation should return the focus to local development, as long as Nepal’s dominant political actors desist from turning this enhanced power into opportunities for rent-seeking and patronage. The voter turnout of close to 71% suggests high enthusiasm for the irst polls held after the promulgation of the new Constitution. The strong performance of the UML and the NC is a repeat of the mandate in the 2013 Constituent Assembly elections, in which these parties did well in the hill districts. The Maoists could not improve on their 2013 performance. At that time the Maoists were punished for their inability to provide stability and work for development, planks that had catapulted them to a dominant position in the irst CA polls in 2008. Now, their inishing in the third place in the hills is a relection of the failure of their leadership, including Prime Minister Pushpa Kamal Dahal, to diferentiate itself as a credible alternative to the UML and the NC. The UML’s success so far will embolden it to continue its status quoist positions on the redrawing of provincial boundaries. With Madhesi parties saying that their participation in the June 14 round of local polls is contingent upon a constitutional amendment, it remains to be seen how the NC-Maoist coalition government will respond. Working out a reasonable concession to the plains-dwellers will yield the ruling parties better support in the other provinces headed to the polls. It will also lead to greater stability and thereby a much-needed shift to economic priorities.



More importantly, as this is being written, the RJP leaders seek to shift the goalposts between the irst and second phase of elections. Through immediate amendment to the Constitution, running roughshod over parliamentary procedure, they want to increase the number of local bodies units in the plains, adjust the electoral college system for the Upper House, and redeine the boundaries of the newly minted provinces — essentially setting a Lakshman Rekha between hill and plain. All of which is a travesty of constitutionalism, as the proper entity for amendment of provisions of substance would be the newly elected Parliament rather than the caretaker House of today. Among other things, redrawing of boundaries should require concurrence of the federal units concerned, rather than be a matter of unilateral decision by the centre.



Parliament. The gravest danger of recent times has been the attempt to divide the citizenry between hill pahadiya and plains madhesi, but fortunately the ight has remained one between the plains-based ‘Madhesbaadi’ parties and the Kathmandu state. While the plains politicians, many of whom lost elections in 2013 and don’t have a seat in Parliament, have created endless hurdles in attempts to implement the Constitution, the ‘national’ politicians of Kathmandu refuse to exhibit the inclusive spirit that permeates the new charter they themselves adopted. The Constitution has bad press in India because, rather than read the document, New Delhi’s observers have preferred to follow MEA’s geopolitical positioning (which ‘noted’ rather than welcomed the promulgation). The Constitution has impressive progressive features adopted through due democratic process, but because it was written by politicians rather than jurists, applying the provisions will be a great challenge. As far as local bodies are concerned, the Constitution provides unprecedented executive, legislative and judicial powers to village and urban units. Three provinces having already voted on May 14, the second stage involves four provinces that include within them all of the Terai plains. The plainsbased parties, which recently coalesced into the Rastriya Janata Party (RJP), have been able to manipulate the weaknesses of the present Nepali Congress-Maoist coalition government to force unconscionable compromises in conduct of the elections.



stanly johny
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n December 1987, Pat Nixon, the former First Lady, told her husband Richard, the disgraced former President of the United States, about the “great” performance of Donald Trump on the popular Phil Donahue TV show. Mr. Trump was then thinking of entering politics. Richard Nixon then sent a typewritten note to Mr. Trump, saying: “I did not see the program, but Mrs. Nixon told me you were great. As you can imagine, she is an expert on politics and she predicts that whenever you decide to run for oice, you will be a winner!” Nobody knows if Mrs. Nixon was serious in her prediction. But in less than 30 years, she was proved right when Mr. Trump was elected the 45th President of the U.S. And history is so roguish that when it happened, it has with inescapable parallels with the second Nixon administration. Four months into the chaotic Trump presidency, inluential voices in Washington have already



A Nixonian move If the Watergate scandal that doomed the Nixon presidency began with a break-in, in 1972, at the Democratic National Committee (DNC) headquarters at the Watergate oice complex in Washington, the Russia scandal that’s enguling the Trump presidency began with a cyberattack of DNC computer systems, in 2016, allegedly by Russian hackers. If Nixon’s decision to sack Archibald Cox, the special counsel who was investigating the Watergate allegations, in 1973, was a breaking point of his administration, Mr. Trump’s decision to sack Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) chief James Comey on May 9, at a time when the agency was conducting the investigation into the alleged Russian intervention in the presidential election, could be a breaking point of his administration. If the major charge against Nixon was attempting to obstruct justice in the Watergate probe, Mr. Trump is now facing the same allegations after a leaked Comey memo suggested that he had asked the FBI chief to shut the probe into the Russia con-



LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Round one The move by the International Court of Justice to stay Kulbhushan Jadhav’s execution is a reminder of the Court’s competency to resolve disputes between nations under the purview of international law (“ICJ stays Jadhav execution”, May 19). However, Pakistan’s discomfort and discontent with the verdict raises fears about Jadhav’s life. There is also the danger now of the Kashmir issue being internationalised even though it is a bilateral issue. We need to pursue a bilateral dialogue. B. Prabha, Varkala, Kerala



nections of his aide Michael Flynn, who he had originally picked as his National Security Adviser. Nixon was seen as a shrewd, intelligent politician with a massive support base among the conservatives. But he was so desperate to shut the investigation that he may have thought that iring Cox would allow him to take control of the developments surrounding the scandal. What happened was just the opposite. Both the Attorney General and Deputy Attorney General refused to carry out the President’s order and quit the government. What was till then seen to be a scandal involving the President’s aides snowballed into a crisis threatening the presidency itself, turning both the American public and the lawmakers against Nixon, and leading to his eventual resignation a year later. Mr. Trump, as his actions and tweets repeatedly sug-



A growing ire Take the recent controversies. When Mr. Comey was ired, the White House initially said the decision was the Deputy Attorney General’s over the FBI chief ’s poor handling of an investigation into Hillary Clinton’s use of a private email server when she was Secretary of State, and that the President accepted it. Within hours, Mr. Trump contradicted this, saying he had decided to ire Mr. Comey irrespective of the Justice Department’s recommendation and also suggesting that the reason was the Russia probe. Similarly contradictory messages came out of the White House when a Washington Post report said Mr. Trump had shared classiied information on the Islamic State with Russian Foreign Minister Sergei Lavrov at an Oval Oice meeting. H.R. McMaster, Mr. Trump’s National Security Adviser, irst met the media saying the report was false. The next morning, Mr. Trump tweeted, re-



emphasising his right to share intelligence with Russia, and indirectly authenticating the Post story. His U-turns are not new, but in a tenure-threatening crisis, his inability to present a coherent White House narrative to counter the allegations only exposes his incompetency. Then came the Comey memo leak which has dragged him deeper into Russiagate. It doesn’t mean that Mr. Trump is facing imminent impeachment. The Republican Party controls both houses of Congress. But the crisis he is facing is huge and the way he’s handling it is extremely poor. It’s no longer about whether he knew about the “Russia links” of his aides but whether he tried to inluence the investigation. America’s intelligence community, which the President compared to the Nazis in January, is ighting a shadow battle against him. He can’t control the leaks from his administration. He can’t even ofer a holding counter-narrative. His, authority, both among the American public and within the U.S. political system, is clearly eroding. As Republican Senator Bob Corker put it, the Trump administration is “obviously in a downward spiral”.
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than focus on painting Pakistan as the devil in the world’s eyes. This would make it easier for the Pakistan government to see reason and follow both the process and tenets of justice as laid down by the ICJ. Consular access to Jadhav is the irst step towards it. While the ICJ’s view on the matter has come as a respite for the beleaguered Jadhav, he is still not out of the woods. India’s continuous endeavours should be to provide him with all means to prove his innocence. The matter must not be hyped as victory and defeat for the countries involved. It is a matter of life and death. Vijai Pant, Hempur, Uttarakhand



Though the irst round has been won by India, it would be prudent for New Delhi to downplay the verdict rather



gest, has neither Nixon’s shrewdness nor his political intelligence. But now he has to deal with a crisis of equal proportions. And unsurprisingly, with his impulsive rage and apparent lack of a coherent strategy, he is making matters a lot worse for himself.
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The challenge now will be to prevent the imposition of additional taxes
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GST clarity, at last



tradition of following MEA positions when it comes to foreign relations (including neighbourhood policy). As a result, watchdogging sufers, institutional memory dies, blunders are made by policymakers. Against such a backdrop, one feels constrained to suggest that New Delhi’s commentariat does not exhibit curiosity on Nepal, even though the country lies adjacent to India’s most important and impoverished States by politics and population density. This suggests the intelligentsia’s willingness to neglect India’s ‘peripheral regions’ such as North Bihar and Purvanchal. Democratic stability, social transformation and economic growth in Nepal will have an immediate downstream impact on Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and West Bengal to begin with (and vice versa), but this requires a pruning of geostrategic thinking and increased sensitivity to economic growth and social justice in the borderlands. The weakness in civic oversight of foreign afairs means that there was no demand for accountability when, for example, India’s power players got cosy with the very Maoist leaders (Pushpa Kamal Dahal and Baburam Bhattarai) who built their violent movement on the basis of anti-India vitriol. And if the observers were observing Kathmandu with more care, there would have been less of a shock when Nepal pivoted to the north, and even joined the Belt and Road Initiative last week, all of which was accelerated by New Delhi’s attitude and actions in relation to the new Constitution. No one perhaps doubts the need for Nepal and India to lift their relationship to a mature and transparent level, so that diligent discussion can begin on crucial bilateral matters. These include the open border, job migration, security concerns, mutual economic growth, environmental issues including pollution and climate change, and India’s increasing desperation for water. As for China becoming suddenly proactive on Nepal, New Delhi should try and shift its perceptional gears on the Himalayan range. ‘Connectivity’ was a term propagated by Indian diplomats,



■



Marks and exams Tamil Nadu seems to have taken it upon itself to don



the sole mantle for doing away with NEET. It talks about a ‘level playing ield’ for all students while seeking admission for higher studies. A level playing ield should also include equality in the diiculty levels of syllabi across diferent boards and equality in assessment and allotment of marks. State boards such as Tamil Nadu’s are known for their dilution of the syllabus and their lenient assessment, leading to their students securing inordinately high marks. This goes in tandem with the State government’s “vision” of providing higher education to all. Doesn’t this put students of central boards such as CBSE at a disadvantage while applying for colleges, as their curriculum is at a higher diiculty level and their



marking scheme far more strict? Does not the doctrine of a ‘level playing ield’ apply here? Sharada Sivaram, Chennai



Remote and polluted It was appalling to read the news item, “An uninhabited island of trash” (May 17), that mentioned the dismal condition of Henderson Island, a tiny, uninhabited island in the middle of the Paciic Ocean, where researchers were astonished to ind an estimated 38 million pieces of trash, most of it plastic, washed up on its beaches. The continuous and unrelentless use of plastic and its accumulation across the world pose a serious threat to the environment. Although there are stringent curbs and restrictions on



their use in individual countries, all this goes in vain if implementation is tardy. A push for alternatives, awareness about the perils of using plastics, and, more importantly, strong



community will are needed for any real changes to become visible on the ground. Atin Sharma, Jammu



more letters online: www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/



corrections & clarifications: The penultimate paragraph of the front-page report headlined “ICJ stays Jadhav execution” (May 19, 2017) erroneously referred to the Vienna Convention of Human Rights. It should have been consular relations. The Editorial, “Upheld at the Hague” (May 19, 2017) said: “The ICJ has rejected Pakistan’s objections regarding the urgency of the matter. It rejected Pakistan’s own jurisdiction to take up the case and its claim that a 2008 bilateral agreement between the two countries precluded the matter from being raised before the ICJ.” It should have read: “The ICJ has rejected Pakistan’s objections regarding the urgency of the matter. It also rejected objections to its jurisdiction to take up the case and the claim that a 2008 bilateral agreement between the two countries precluded the matter from being raised before the ICJ.” It is the policy of The Hindu to correct signiicant errors as soon as possible. Please specify the edition (place of publication), date and page. The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300 (11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Monday to Friday); Fax: +91-44-28552963; E-mail:[email protected]; Mail: Readers’ Editor, The Hindu, Kasturi Buildings, 859 & 860 Anna Salai, Chennai 600 002, India. All communication must carry the full postal address and telephone number. No personal visits. The Terms of Reference for the Readers’ Editor are on www.thehindu.com A ND-ND
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The mane entrepreneurs Hair is a business worth crores of rupees. V. Sudarshan tails the men and women who make up the extensive network of hair collection, processing and export in Tamil Nadu At 6 every morning the Narikuravars set out to collect human hair. The peripatetic gypsies, who liken themselves to Adivasis, live in Wagariyar Colony, near Kannamangalam gate outside Arcot town, about 120 km south-west of Chennai. The men and women leave on twowheelers — mostly mopeds, and some motorcycles, many with loudspeakers fitted on the handlebars. Sometimes they head to a town as far as 50 km away. Once they reach their destination, they divide the streets among themselves, combing for hair, street by street. Some push their vehicles, switch on a taped message that blares out of the speaker: “Sikkumudi, sikkumudi, nooru gramme sikkumudi noor ruba, paththu gramme sikkumudi patthu ruba, sikku mudi... (Comb waste hair, comb waste hair, we buy comb waste hair, hundred grams for hundred rupees, fifty grams for fifty rupees. We will weigh it and take it. Don’t worry. Our weight is true. We buy even 10 grams of hair you don’t need. We buy grey hair too.” They collect hair from women in villages and towns who preserve strands that get tangled in the teeth of combs, or hair which falls in clumps, rolling it into small balls called ‘chutti’. These they periodically exchange for money, aluminium vessels or “fancy items” — which could be anything from a hairband, hairpins, brooches, comb, small mirrors. When the hair collectors come, the women bring the chutti out for exchange. Fallen human hair keeps these collectors alive. When the pickings are poor, the Narikuravars find a tree under which they can sleep and try their luck elsewhere in the afternoon when the sun is less torrid. There is money in hair. Each year India exports ₹3,500 crore worth of human hair. Most of the world’s hair business, 70% of it, is in synthetic hair. The Indian exports are 80% of the world’s supply of two types of human hair. Remy hair, the longer hair, which is temple offerings made in Karnataka, Tamil Nadu and Andhra Pradesh, especially in Tirupati by women who are part of the 18 million devotees who throng there every year and offer their hair to Lord Venkateswara. Women in south India maintain their hair well, use less henna than their counterparts elsewhere, oil their hair every day. Good hair also depends on good water and good food. Hair in Tirupati is auctioned every Thursday at 1 p.m. fetching revenue of about $10 million every year. Tirupati alone accounts for 40% of the Remy hair that is exported. Remy hair is only a fraction of the hair trade. The bulk of it is in non-Remy hair, which is collected by people like Devagopi in Wagariyar Colony.



On the hair trail It is a little after four on a Friday afternoon when we reach Wagariyar Colony, which has two streets and 65 houses, many with red crosses marked on the white walls. Right in the middle of the street, milling with activity, is spread a large, blue burlap mat on which people are sitting in a circle. A man in white shirt, vibhuti streaking his forehead, makes entries in a notebook, doing his maths on a blue calculator held together by rubber band. In front of him is a pair of weighing scales. By his side is a bag of human hair that he is about to assess and weigh. The weights, 10 grams upwards all the way to a kilo, crowd round his knees and ankles. This man is Palani, a hair collector one rung removed from the bottom of the chain of collectors. On Fridays and Tuesdays superstition prevents women from giving their fallen hair away, and today Palani has to make do with only two kilos. These Narikuravars give their hair mostly to Palani, nowadays for ₹3,400 per kilo. He collects 50 kilos of hair per month to supply up the chain. It is people like Devagopi who are at the bottom of the chain. He is philosophical about life. “So long as we have noses, there will be snot.” Nowadays, the pickings are poor. “If each of us manages to collect even 200 grams of hair, it is a lot,” he says. They have to cover as many as 10 villages, street by street, for a fistful of hair. Each village, by his count, has about a hundred houses. The bigger villages have more.



The most Devagopi has collected in a single day is three kilos. But that is some years ago, in Red Hills outside Chennai.



The collection chain The bigger hair collectors sit in Gudiyatham, two hours away from Wagariyar Colony, at Puliar Koil Theru, Pandar Colony. There are 10 houses here, two stories tall, each building touching the other. Abutting the very first house is a 4 feet x 6 feet room with metal-slotted shelves along three walls on which sit vessels seven shelves high, all the way up almost to the ceiling. There are steel vessels, small bowls, airtight containers with lids, steel containers with long curving handles, plastic balls, mugs, cups. These Govindan Anandan, 54, exchanges for hair. His parents captured the poramboke land for which the late Chief Minister M.G. Ramachandran gave away pattas. Here, living in thatched huts, Anandan kept pigs. He began dealing with hair much later. It gave enough money to him and his brother, Kumar, who had sold chicken, to build a dream house for each, fifty-one feet deep so the other end of the house opened to the street in the back. It is here he parks the red Toyota Innova he bought second-hand for ₹5 lakh five years ago and has a driver who takes him around Tamil Nadu, collecting hair. Anandan travels to Thiruvannamalai, Arani, Arcot, down to the tip of the peninsula, Kanyakumari and to Pollachi, from where he brings hair from Kerala, prized for its lustre and good health. Today is Friday and he won’t be using his weighing machine, which sits gleaming by the staircase, spotted reverentially with sandalwood and kunkumam (vermillion) marks. He is oblivious to the gurgling of his grandson, all of four months old, who watches wide-eyed over the shoulder of his mother Yogalakshmi. Up on the first floor, Anandan and his wife show us their collection, all packed in white burlap sacks, some 110 kilos of hair. At ₹3,400 per kilo they will get over ₹3,74,000 for it. Kamal, from Perambur in Chennai, who they regularly supply to, has paid an advance of ₹10 lakh to ensure the hair keeps coming in. The most Anandan has collected in a day is one tonne of human hair. His brother Kumar’s operation is much more modest. Kumar’s youngest son, Hari, has dropped out of school to help his father. Every day they set out in Hari’s motorcycle. The son drops the father off in a faraway town to forage for hair and ranges further afield, meeting up back at home, the father finding a bus to head back. There are smaller collectors: By the main road, east of Vellore, in Wallajahpettai, Ekambaram is drying hair on the road, his lungi hitched up almost to his chest, his shirt wet with sweat. Kamal examines the hair being dried, and then goes into the room where Ekambaram, 67, has lived alone since his wife died eight years ago, paying a rent of ₹500 per month. Ekambaram has been buying hair since 1965 when it sold for ₹7 a kilo, going around on a bicycle exchanging chikku mudi (ball of comb waste hair) with sticky sweets he made, heating a kilo or two of sugar till it became liquid, pouring it into a plate coated with oil, mixing it with colour, waiting for it to cool and shaping it into stick sweets to hand out to children and women in exchange for hair.



Hair collectors: Baika and her husband Vadivel, seen with their children, Bhumika and Manikandan, have lived by the roadside in Ayanavaram in Chennai for years now. CM YK



Black gold: “There is money in hair.” Hari dropped out of school to help run his father, Kumar’s business of collecting hair, at Gudiyatham, in Vellore district of Tamil Nadu. Hari travels by motorcycle to collect hair. DINESH KRISHNAN *



Kamal has given an advance of ₹50,000 to keep Ekambaram incentivised. In the room he sleeps, there are calendars with pictures of gods and a heap of hair which he has brought from conservancy workers in Vellore. Kamal sorts through the hair separating them into two heaps and weighs them separately — two kilos and two hundred grams in all. They haggle goodnaturedly over the price of the smaller pile of hair. Later he takes out some of the hair and asks if there is anything noticeably unusual about it. To touch it is like any other black chutti hair but to Kamal’s expert eyes this is grey hair that has been coloured black, hair which sells for far less, about ₹1,200 per kilo. He keeps rubbing some strands of hair between his thumb and index finger and shows us the fingers. They have faint traces of black now. Half the trick in this trade is to identify chutti hair that has been dyed just by a quick glance. Kamal remembers the most he has collected in a week: six tonnes. A couple of years ago, his stock was tight, and there was demand. Kamal removed the seats from the back of his Tata Sumo, and along with a helper, took off on a giant sweeping circle driving through small villages and then towns and cities, Rajampettah, Kadapa, Ongole, Vellore, Ranipet, Hosur, Bengaluru, Hyderabad, sleeping in cheap rooms where they were available or on concrete by the Sumo parked in petrol pumps.



Two ends of the spectrum The smallest collectors live out in the



The Chinese come and live < > here and they buy the chutti hair and ship it. They have been coming for several years.” Benjamin Cherian Raj Hair International



open. At Officers’ Colony, Ayanavaram, west Chennai, at the curve of Barton Wright Road by a nondescript temple sit Vadivel, his wife Baika and their children, leaning against the concrete picket fence, sorting hair. Children, home for vacation from school near Salem where they study, are playing in the early afternoon sun, waiting for the meal to be cooked, across the road in an open fire. Mathi (sardine) and rice today. Here many families sleep under the blanket of stars, menfolk mostly sloshed. At 1.40 in the afternoon, Vadivel has alcohol on his breath. A bunch of corporation conservancy workers pass by. They sell Vadivel and others like him hair regularly, hair some 18,000 of them sweep up along the roads of 465 sq. km. of Chennai corporation area. Into the more crowded streets with a heavy population density women methodically roam, setting out early in the morning, and returning to cook late in the afternoon while the men do gas repair work and clean wells. A fancier name for hair collectors, sort of like a kabadiwallah, is “hair aggregator”. This is the term George Cherian, the CEO of Raj Hair International, uses. He is on top of the chain, one of the biggest hair exporters, one of



about 50 who form the core of the business. At his plush office on Maloney Road, Chennai, he estimates the number of such aggregators in the country at roughly 80,000. Chennai and Eluru account for the biggest concentration of Remy hair exporters as well, about 150. The number of product manufacturers is way more. Benjamin Cherian, George’s father, who has been sending hair to 56 countries for 35 years now, has a couple of dreams that he wishes could be quickly fulfilled. He says only 20% of the villages of the country are covered by hair collection of the type that has been described here. Under the Swachh Bharat dream of Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Benjamin feels if each village could set up a system to collect hair, not only would the villages be cleaner, it would effortlessly provide employment as well as export revenue to the country. If southern gods like hair, the West loves it. Once processed, the hair sells at an average of $400 a kilo, depending on the length of the hair; hair lengths of 811 inches cost $100 a kilo while 30 inches sells at $700 a kilo. Benjamin says former U.S. First Lady Michelle Obama’s extensions are courtesy Remy hair sourced through his company. The same is the story of extensions worn by people such as singers Shakira and Queen Latifah and actress Sofia Vergara. Hair extensions that were made from hair he exports have also featured in, among other films, Hunger Games, The Chronicles of Narnia, Pirates of the Caribbean, X-Men, 50 First Dates, The



Ring, and Planet of the Apes. Raj Hair International exports about 12 tonnes of finished hair products per year; to send this much they have to process twice the amount of hair, 24,000 kilos; 20,000 kilos of non-Remy hair is exported by him, for which 36,000 kilos have to be processed.



Competition from China Chinese hair is thicker, twice that of Indian hair, better for wigs, bleaching. Their hair is not fine, lustrous. To make it that way they have to mix it with Indian hair. The problem is China does business worth $4 billion, over ten times the turnover of India, mostly because of their range of finished hair products such as wigs, extensions, wefts, weaves, root tips. Benjamin Cherian’s other cherished dream is to prevent the smuggling of chutti hair to Bangladesh and Myanmar and thence to China through Moreh border in Manipur, for which he has even made several representations to the government. “The Chinese come and live here and they buy the chutti and ship it. They are in Gudiyatham, for instance,” he says. They have been coming for seven years. Palani and his son supply to them. The Chinese pay ₹4,000 per kilo of chutti. “Now, the Chinese live on the outskirts of Bengaluru where they have a godown,” says Yogalakshmi. Whether Benjamin Cherian’s dreams come true or not, the future of dead hair looks secure. As he puts it, “So long as men and women want to look beautiful, we are in business.” A ND-ND
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FROM PAGE ONE



GST Council inalises rates for services If companies do not pass on the benefit of a lower rate of tax to the consumer, then the government will invoke the anti-profiteering clause against them, Mr. Adhia warned. He also said that whenever machinery is set up and the government receives a petition pointing out an increase in prices by companies in anticipation of GST, the companies will come under scrutiny and will be called for questioning. The government could also initiate action suo motu, he said. Mr. Adhia, however, appealed to the industry to be honest and charge customers only the actual tax rate and not mislead them by saying that they need to charge more service tax as the government has increased the rates.



‘Work almost complete’ Mr. Jaitley said: “Most of the work related to rollout of GST has been completed. Only a few things remain. In goods category, six categories are still to be decided… The residuary rules will be put up for public comments and they need to be approved. We will also be looking at the presentation of the state of preparedness of the GSTN.” The Council will now hold its 15th meeting in New



Delhi on June 3. “Hopefully these decisions will be taken on June 3 itself,” the Finance Minister said. “Having multiple rate slabs on services comes as a surprise to the industry, particularly the introduction of the 28% slab, which was not envisaged earlier,” Pratik Jain, partner and leader-indirect tax, PwC said.



Complex structure “The proposed tax structure on services is much more complex than we have at present. For hotels, restaurants and transportation, a distinction has been made on the basis of room tariff, turnover of business and so on,” Mr. Jain pointed out. “This is not in line with international practice, where a uniform rate is applied on a particular service irrespective of value or status of the business,” he said. “Levying GST at the demerit rate of 28% for 5-star hotels could be a dampener for tourism, especially in cases of business travel in a State where the recipient does not have registration,” Sachin Menon, national head, Indirect Tax, KPMG in India, said. “The multiplicity of tax rates for services will add complexity to the compliance in GST regime,” Mr. Menon said.



Enquiry begins against Kashmiri separatists The separatists were allegedly receiving funds from Hafiz Saeed to carry out subversive activities, including pelting stones at security forces, damaging public property and burning schools and other government establishments, the NIA spokesperson said.



NIA takes cognisance The NIA has also taken cognisance of the news item related to the recording of conversations between a TV



reporter and leaders of separatist groups operating in the Kashmir Valley in this regard, he said. “We had information from multiple sources regarding the involvement of Pakistan in funding the unrest in the Valley,” the official said. “The sting operation also suggests so. A team visited Srinagar on Friday and began a probe. We will question all those named in the PE including Geelani,” he added.



Death triggers tension in Pulwama



Govt. vows tough action on militants Arun Jaitley visits forward post along LoC, reviews security situation with Army commanders



Special correspondent



Peerzada Ashiq



Srinagar



Srinagar



Sporadic protests erupted on Friday afternoon following the detention of Dukhtaran-e-Millat chief Asiya Andrabi under the Public Safety Act. Tension also gripped Pulwama over the killing of a resident. According to the police, the bullet-riddled body of Muhammad Yousuf Lone was found at Gudoora, Pulwama, in the morning. “During the initial investigation it was revealed that the deceased was fired upon by militants during the intervening night of May 18-19,” a police spokesman said. He added that Lone allegedly was working as an overground worker for militants as well as a source for security forces. However, the Kashmir High Court Bar Association (KHCBA) demanded an investigation by a judicial officer into the killing.



In a stern message, Union Defence Minister Arun Jaitley on Friday called for adopting “a tough policy” towards the growing militancy in the Kashmir Valley. “We will go very tough on the militants, especially those who crossed over from the other side,” said Mr. Jaitley in Srinagar, while referring to Pakistan-backed infiltrators. Mr. Jaitley, who also holds the finance portfolio, was here to primarily attend a two-day meeting of the GST (Goods and Services Tax) Council which began on Thursday.



Stone pelting Meanwhile, separatists organised protests in parts of the Valley over Ms. Andrabi’s detention. Hurriyat chairman Syed Ali Geelani said shifting Ms. Andrabi to Amphala jail in Jammu, is an attempt to push people to the wall. “Ms. Andrabi is suffering from multiple ailments and is critically ill. Shifting her to Amphala would turn detrimental to her ailing health conditions. It seems the State government is following the dictates from security agencies,” he added. Mirwaiz Umar Farooq, who heads another faction of the Hurriyat, was placed under house arrest ahead of the pro-Andrabi protests. Sporadic protests in parts of Kashmir hit life after Friday prayers.



Holds meeting The Minister held a meeting with senior Army commanders at a forward post along the Line of Control in north Kashmir, and reviewed the security situation in the Val-



will certainly be accountable for their actions.” Mr. Jaitley said violence impacts not only security apparatus “but lives of innocents too”.



Taking stock: Defence Minister Arun Jaitley, with GOC of Baramulla-based Division, Major Gen. R.P. Kalita, during a visit to the forward areas of Rampur sector in north Kashmir on Friday. PTI *



ley which has been witnessing spiralling violence. He later conducted an aerial survey along the LoC and interacted with troops in



Rampur sector where he told them to maintain vigil and foil any misadventure from across the border, an Army official said.



Pak. moves ICJ to rehear Jadhav case Foreign Oice faces lak for ‘poor handling’, no news on ex-naval oicer’s well-being case at the ICJ. The Pakistan government also faced flak for its choice of U.K.-based Khawar Qureshi, who represented Pakistan’s case before the ICJ. Mr. Aziz, however, maintained that Mr. Qureshi had “courageously” presented Pakistan’s case in the court, The Nation reported.



iANS/PTI ISLAMABAD/New delhi



Pakistan on Friday filed a plea in the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to rehear, within six weeks, the case of the alleged Indian spy Kulbhushan Jadhav sentenced to death by a Pakistani military court on April 10 on charges of spying and terrorism. The ICJ had on Thursday stayed the execution of Mr. Jadhav, 46, considered to be a spy by Pakistan. TV channel Dunya News said Pakistan was set to challenge the jurisdiction of the ICJ. Pakistan will constitute a new team of lawyers to “vigorously” present its case against Jadhav, the Pakistan



Kulbhushan Jadhav



Prime Minister’s Adviser on Foreign Affairs Sartaj Aziz said on Friday. The announcement by Mr. Aziz came amid criticism by experts and Opposition leaders over the Pakistan Foreign Office’s “poor handling” of the



Challenge sentence According to law, Jadhav can challenge his death sentence in an appellate court till the end of Saturday. Within 60 days of the verdict of the appellate court, the inmate can make a clemency appeal to the Chief of the Pakistan Army, Dunya News said.
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Tejas on track



‘Sketchy probe’ The court had also described the investigation as sketchy. “No investigation worth the name has been carried out… In fact, the report appears to be more of a statement of plea of defence of the accused persons i.e. of Messrs KSSPL and its directors and that of the officers



of the Ministry of Coal rather than the report of any investigation,” Mr. Parashar had further observed. The court framed charges against them in 2016, observing that then Prime Minister Mamohan Singh was kept in the dark by Mr. Gupta,who had prima facie violated the law on the issue of coal block allocation. As many as ten more coal cases are pending against Mr. Gupta and the proceedings are going on individually. The Supreme Court had last year dismissed his plea seeking joint trial in all these cases.



Way to go: The hi-tech Tejas rake, ofering enhanced passenger comfort, communications and entertainment facilities, during a media preview at the Safdarjung Railway Station in New Delhi on Friday. It will be launched on May 22. V.V. KRISHNAN *



PM calls for ‘evergreen revolution’ in country Urges move to sustainable agriculture



ant to be factual..,” Mr. Singhvi said, adding, “In the ‘Jumlebazi’ of this government, I want to ask a few questions through the media — what is it that they are celebrating?”



CM YK



Abhishek Singhvi



“is planning multi-thousand crore bash” to celebrate three years of being in power, he said, it had coined an acronym that spells MODI — Making Of Developed India. “Over the next few days, we are going to fan out in the country talking about the disasters faced by each sector of the economy. It is important to be specific, it is important to nail the lies of the government, it is import-



‘Jobless growth’ He stressed that the promise of creating two crore jobs had been belied: what India was witnessing was “jobless growth”. Quoting government figures, he said there was “little or no growth” and a continuing “pink slips season” (signifying termination of employment). “In eight labour-intensive sectors that include construction and FMCG, the growth is 1.1%, or the creation of just 1,35,000 jobs. If this is ‘Achhe Din’, then obviously the government’s definition of ‘Achhe Din’ is ‘Achhe Din without Jobs’,” he said.



EVM challenge dates today Special Correspondent New Delhi



Press Trust of India New Delhi



The Congress has planned a series of 100 press conferences over the next month across the country, going down to the district headquarters level, to “puncture and expose the lies of the Modi government”. Party sources said their leaders would address these press conferences that would be “research-based” and short on rhetoric, unlike the “propaganda” of the ruling party. On Friday, as part of the series that was kicked off on Tuesday by a panel of young leaders here, senior party spokesperson Abhishek Singhvi focussed on “the jobless growth” that he said had characterised the first three years of the Modi government. While the BJP government



Islamabad



Pakistan has accused India of diverting nuclear materials it had obtained for peaceful purposes under the NSG waiver to make weapons. Foreign Office spokesman Nafees Zakaria on Thursday said that Pakistan has been underscoring for decades the risks of diversion by India of imported nuke fuel and technology, received pursuant to civil nuclear cooperation deals and the 2008 Nuclear Suppliers Group waiver. “The concerns are neither new nor unfounded,” he said.



Panneerselvam calls on Modi NEW DELHI



‘The promise of creating 2 crore jobs has been belied’ New Delhi



Press Trust of India



Special Correspondent



Congress will expose lies of Modi govt.: Singhvi Special Correspondent



A death row inmate is also permitted to make a final clemency appeal to the Pakistan President within 90 days of the Army chief ’s order. The ICJ asked Pakistan to take “all measures” to ensure that Mr. Jadhav was not executed till the court delivered its final verdict. While India may have been given a breather by the ICJ in the Jadhav case, External Affairs Ministry spokesperson Gopal Baglay said, “As of today, the Pakistan government has not provided any information about Jadhav’s condition or where he has been kept there. This has been a matter of concern.”



N-material diverted by India: Pak.



Raises Tamil Nadu’s various concerns



Ex-Coal Secretary Gupta convicted “The investigating officer first “decided the end result and then carried out investigation and prepared the final report,” the Special Judge had observed while rejecting the CBI plea.



Stating that terrorism and militancy were aimed at India and its sovereignty, Mr Jiatley said, “Those who take violence to this magnitude



Army prepared After reviewing the security situation, the Minister tweeted, “The aggressive domination and readiness of the troops for befitting response to any misadventure by enemy are very satisfying,” said the Minister. The statement assumes significance as border skirmishes and ceasefire violations by Pakistan in Jammu saw a spike this week. Quoting the Defence Minister, Srinagar-based Army spokesman Colonel Rajesh Kalia said, “The entire country recognised the challenging circumstances the troops were operating in and stood behind them in their endeavour.”



Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Friday called for an “evergreen revolution” to enable the country to meet the challenge faced by the agriculture sector. He emphasised the need for moving from the concept of ‘food security’ to ‘nutrition security’, for which he favoured scientific and technological intervention. He said the government is working in this direction as part of its “dream” to ensure that the farmers’ income doubles by 2022, when the country celebrates its 75th Independence Day. “The population is increasing but the land is not going to increase...We have to see how the productivity increases...There should be more production in less land,” Mr. Modi said while releasing a two-part book



series on well-known agriculture scientist M.S. Swaminathan at his residence here. “The challenge in the agriculture sector remains. We keep talking about green revolution-I and green revolution-II. But the goal should be ‘evergreen revolution’ We should have sustainable agricultural production,” he said. He said malnutrition is a challenge and therefore, pulses need to have improved nutrition quotient. He spoke about the “economic imbalance” among various regions of the country and said this needs to be addressed because “the country cannot run for long with the imbalance”. He said that on the pattern of industrial clusters, agriculture clusters should be created, wherein different areas could be identified with particular crops.



The Election Commission will announce the schedule and process for EVM challenge on Saturday, in response to allegations by several political parties that the machines can be tampered with. The poll body will also organise a live EVM demo for the media before making the announcement. At the EVM challenge event, the parties, which have alleged that the EVMs used during the recent Assembly elections were tampered with, will be invited to prove the allegations. About a week ago, the EC held a meeting on the issue of electoral reforms, including EVM security. It gave a presentation on features of EVMs and use of VVPATS to assert that they could not be tampered with given the administrative measures adopted to secure them.



Former Tamil Nadu Chief Minister O. Panneerselvam, who is opposing the ruling faction of the All India Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (Amma) [AIADMK(A)], met Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Friday, amid speculation on how his faction will vote in the upcoming presidential elections in the State. Mr. Panneerselvam, when asked a direct question on the issue, said he and his colleagues would formulate a view “only after candidates are announced by both the government and the Opposition.” Sources, however, say Friday’s meeting with Prime Minister Modi, within a week of Information and Broadcasting Minister M. Venkaiah Naidu’s rather warm meeting with Tamil Nadu Chief Minister E. Palaniswamy, would have secured the votes of this faction.



‘Exemption from NEET’ Rajya Sabha MP from Mr. Panneerselvam’s All India Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam (Puratchitalaivi Amma) [AIADMK(PTA)] faction, V. Maitreyan, who accompanied Mr. Panneerselvam, told The Hindu that the delegation that met Prime Minister Modi only discussed issues with regard to Tamil Nadu including getting the State an exemption from NEET, farm loan waiver and measures to address the water scarcity rather than anything political. “We went in for the meeting at around 5 p.m., we came out at 5.45 p.m. We handed over a memorandum covering various issues affecting Tamil Nadu,” he said. Earlier in the day, Mr. Panneerselvam held a press conference where he said his faction had handed over a 125-page affidavit to the Election Commission asking that the V.K. Sasikala-led AIADMK(A) faction be barred from using the party office,



Former Tamil Nadu CM O. Panneerselvam with Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



the party mouthpiece Dr Namadhu MGR and that bank accounts of the party be frozen. “Only I can function as the party treasurer; Dindigul Srinivasan has no right to handle party funds,” he added. The EC had on March 23 issued an interim order freezing the ‘two leaves’ election symbol of the AIADMK, saying the rival camps could not use the party symbol and name for the R.K. Nagar Assembly bypoll. The bypoll was later cancelled following allegations that money was used to influence votes. A fresh date is yet to be announced.



‘Expedite bribery probe’ A request has also been made to expedite the probe against alleged middleman Sukesh Chandrasekhar and AIADMK (Amma) leader T.T.V. Dhinakaran for allegedly trying to bribe EC officials for getting the ‘twoleaves’ for Sasikala faction. On filmstar Rajnikanth’s comments that Tamil Nadu politics was possibly facing a vaccum, Mr. Panneerselvam dismissed any threat to the AIADMK while appreciating Mr. Rajanikanth’s stature “as an artist and a spiritual person”. On a possible merger of the two factions, former minister K.P. Munusamy said a merger was an easy task only if Ms. Sasikala and her kin were kept at bay. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Survival of newborns: India June 30 not a ‘deadline’ to get Aadhaar, govt. tells SC ranks lower than Somalia



DRDO chairman gets one-year extension



India falls 11 places, holds 154th position in Global Burden of Disease rankings



Court defers petition to June 27 for omnibus hearing



Special Correspondent



Krishnadas Rajagopal



AHMEDABAD



New Delhi



NEW DELHI



The government has given a one-year extension to Dr. S. Christopher, Chairman of the Defence Research Development Organisation and Secretary, Department of Defence Research and Development.



Newborns in India have a lesser chance of survival than babies born in Afghanistan and Somalia, according to the latest Global Burden of Disease (GBD) study published in the medical journal The Lancet. In the GBD rankings for healthcare access and quality (HAQ), India has fallen 11 places, and now ranks 154 out of 195 countries. Further, India’s healthcare index of 44.8 is the lowest among the sub-continental countries, as Sri Lanka (72.8), Bangladesh (51.7), Bhutan (52.7), and Nepal (50.8) all fared better. The top-ranked nation was Andorra with an overall score of 95 and the lowestranked nation was Central African Republic at 29. India’s downward slide in the rankings indicates that it has failed to achieve health care targets, especially those concerning neonatal disorders, maternal health, tuberculosis, and rheumatic heart disease. Last year, India was ranked 143 among 188 countries. In the case of neonatal mortality, on a scale of 1 to



The Supreme Court on Friday refrained to order an interim stay on a series of government notifications requiring citizens to have Aadhaar by June 30, 2017, to equally access benefits and entitlements, even as the Centre denied imposing any such ‘deadline” to force people to get Aadhaar. The government was responding to a petition challenging 17 notifications issued by various government departments over the past few months, making Aadhaar compulsory after June 30, 2017, to equally access benefits, entitlements, services and welfare schemes. The petition asked the court to stay these notifications as an immediate interim relief. A Bench of Justices A.M. Khanwilkar and Navin Sinha deferred to June 27 the hearing on the petition after learning that there were other pleas with identical prayers already pending in the court. The court said it would hear all the pleas in an omnibus hearing on June 27, just three days before the notifications are scheduled to be implemented from June 30.



Gauhati High Court gets 4 new additional judges GUWAHATI



Four new additional judges of the Gauhati High Court were sworn in on Friday. Chief Justice Ajit Singh administered the oath of office to Justice Lanusungkum Jamir and Justice Manash Ranjan Pathak as additional judges for a period of six months. Justice Hitesh Kumar Sarma and Justice Mir Alfaz Ali were sworn in as additional judges for a period of two years. PTI



Wanted ULFA(I) militant killed in Assam GUWAHATI



A wanted ULFA(I) militant, identified as Ramesh Bora, has been killed in an encounter with security forces in Udalguri district, officials said on Friday. PTI



100, India scored 14 in the HAQ index, while Afghanistan scored 19/100 and Somalia, 21/100. Access to tuberculosis treatment in India was scored 26 out of 100, lower than Pakistan (29), Congo (30) and Djibouti (29). For diabetes, chronic kidney diseases, and congenital heart diseases, India scored 38, 20, and 45, respectively. The Global Burden of Diseases, Injuries, and Risk Factors study is put together by the Institute for Health Metrics and Evaluation (IHME), an independent population health research centre associated with the University of Washington, along with a consortium of



2,300 researchers in more than 130 countries. The HAQ Index is based on death rates from 32 ailments that could be avoided by timely medical intervention.



‘Quality disturbing’ “What we have found about health care access and quality is disturbing,” said Dr. Christopher Murray, senior author of the study and Director of IHME. “Having a strong economy does not guarantee good health care. Having great medical technology doesn’t either. We know this because people are not getting the care that should be expected for diseases with established



treatments,” he said. Professor Martin McKee, from the London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine, who participated in the study, said, “What makes this study so important is its scope. It draws on the vast data resources assembled by the GBD team to go beyond earlier work in rich countries and cover the entire world in great detail. As the world’s governments move ahead to implement the goal of universal health coverage, to which they have committed in the Sustainable Development Goals, these data will provide a necessary baseline from which they can track progress.”



SC registry dismisses Karnan’s writ petition Legal Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Supreme Court registry dismissed a writ petition filed by Justice C.S. Karnan, a Calcutta High Court judge sentenced to six-month imprisonment for contempt, saying the finding of guilt against the convicted judge is final. Justice Karnan had filed the petition claiming that the contempt proceedings held against him by a Bench of seven seniormost Supreme Court judges led by Chief



Justice of India J.S. Khehar was void ab inito. He had contended that the Bench had no jurisdiction over a sitting High Court judge. In a detailed written order, the registry differed with Justice Karnan. It held that the “proceedings [of contempt] were decided on merits. After due consideration it was held that Justice Karnan had committed contempt of the gravest nature, resulting in the finding of guilt.” The registry noted that he was convicted and



dicial proceedings of the Supreme Court are not amenable to writ jurisdiction under Article 32 of the Constitution. It concluded that Justice Karnan’s petition was “not maintainable.”



Justice C.S. Karnan



sentenced to imprisonment for six months. It said these “findings have attained finality.” It further observed that ju-



Proceedings challenged “No reasonable cause to receive the present writ petition under the provisions of Order XV, Rule 5 of the Supreme Court Rules, 2013,” the registry held. Justice Karnan, represented by advocate Mathews



Nedumpara, had challenged the contempt proceedings under Section 2 (c) of the Contempt of Courts Act, 1971. He had argued that what triggered the proceedings was a letter from him to the Prime Minister alleging corruption in the judiciary. “A judge is not a court, though without a judge there would be no court. By addressing the Prime Minister about some corrupt judges in a letter, I did not commit any contempt,” the petition had said.



‘Inbuilt extensions’ Attorney-General Mukul Rohatgi submitted that there were “inbuilt extensions” in these notifications to help citizens access services and schemes even if they are unable to possess an Aadhaar card by June 30. He said June 30 was not a hard-andfast “deadline.” At one point, when Justice Khanwilkar asked whether the date could be extended beyond June 30, the AG declined, saying that this date was not a hard-andfast “deadline” and there were alternatives provided.



More time: The Centre was responding to a plea challenging 17 notiications issued by departments. G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR *



“If you don’t have Aadhaar, you just need to enrol and show your enrolment slip. Again, if beneficiaries are not able to enrol by June 30, they just need to register their request for enrolment... Just register your mobile number. Besides, States are obligated to set up enrolment centres,” Mr. Rohatgi submitted.



‘Stupendous anxiety’ But advocate Shyam Divan, appearing for Magsaysay award winner and former National Commission for Protection of Child Rights chairperson Shanta Sinha and feminist researcher Kalyani Sen Menon said the language of the notifications is quite clear. Citizens are forced to either posses an Aadhaar card or show proof — an enrolment slip — to access services and entitlements after June 30. “You are excluded unless you have Aadhaar or you have to at least apply for it and show proof. If this is not mandatory in nature, what is? This means that, no matter what, you have to start the process of enrolment for Aadhaar before June 30, 2017,” Mr. Divan submitted. Mr. Divan said the public at large are waiting for the court’s intervention with “stupendous anxiety.” Mr. Rohatgi accused the petitioners of engaging in multiple litigation against



Aadhaar and engaging in abuse of the processes of the court. He argued that similar interim reliefs were sought and not granted by the Supreme Court in the past. The government's top law officer referred to the recent slew of petitions against the linking of Aadhaar with PAN and the filing of income tax returns. The Supreme Court had refused to stay the law. Mr. Rohatgi submitted that 115 crore people have enrolled for Aadhaar as of date and none of them have challenged the scheme in the SC. “The purpose of the scheme is to get rid of the ghosts in the PDS (Public Distribution System) and mid-day meal schemes,” he said. Finally, the AG said the Aadhaar matter should be decided by a Constitution Bench, and that can be done after the court opens post summer vacations on July 1. Noting that the compulsory enrolment of citizens fits the profile of a surveillance State, Mr. Divan said the petitioners should be allowed their day in court and this should happen before June 30, 2017. “As a citizen of India, I should not be made to grovel before the SC for a date for hearing my case,” an exasperated Mr. Divan said. The court took exception to this comment, with Justice Khanwilkar pointing out that the “Supreme Court is open to all”.



Indian envoy’s Tripoli Australia working on house damaged in war resettling refugees Present ambassador based in Tunisia



Eforts on to prevent human smuggling



Kallol Bhattacherjee



Dinakar Peri



NEW DELHI



NEW DELHI



The residence of the Indian ambassador in Tripoli has been damaged in the ongoing civil war in Libya. The present ambassador does not stay there and is based in Djerba, Tunisia, just outside Libya due to security considerations. Former Indian ambassador to Libya, Anil Trigunayat, said the ambassadorial residence is among the best in the region and needs better protection. “It is prime property that the government of India acquired during the Gaddafi era. But during the war after the murder of Gaddafi, the residence was vandalised. But we rebuilt it despite the war that raged in Libya,” said Mr. Trigunayat who served as ambassador there during 2012-2014. Libya has witnessed nonstop fighting since its ruler Col. Muammar Gaddafi was overthrown and killed in a civil war in 2011. The Indian property is located in an upscale neigh-



As part of broader measures to prevent human smuggling on the high seas, Australia is working with India and Sri Lanka to rehabilitate refugees interested in going back to the island nation, said Australian Border Force Commissioner Roman Quaedvlieg on Friday. “There are about 1,00,000 Sri Lankans who fled to Tamil Nadu in the past. There are certain number of them who want to go back. We have an obligation to assist India and Sri Lanka in that resettlement,” he said in an interaction with a select group of journalists. He said his force had been actively working with the Indian Coast Guard in countering smuggling operations to prevent Sri Lankan diaspora in Tamil Nadu from reaching Australia.



The damaged door of the ambassador’s residence in Tripoli. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



bourhood, a prime location in the city.



CRPF security “India was one of the few countries to be allowed by Libya to use national forces for security,” said Mr. Trigunayat, explaining that CRPF personnel guarded the premises during his tenure. He published a few photographs of the damaged property on social media on Friday. “Was pained and disappointed to receive the pictures of bullet holes this morning from India House in Tripoli. Fortunately, all safe,” said Mr. Trigunayat in a social media post.



Funds assigned The resettlement is of interest to Australia in the broader efforts to prevent human smuggling and has



committed $1-2 million for the resettlement over the next two years. “We want to ensure that the money goes for practical outcomes of resettlement and rehabilitation and sustain them once they return to Sri Lanka,” Mr. Quaedvlieg said. On the time lines for rolling out the programme, he said the issue of resettlement was under discussion for the last six months and could begin implementation “probably in the next few months.”



Talks with officials Mr. Quaedvlieg is accompanying the Australian Border Force Cutter ‘Ocean Shield’ which is currently docked in Chennai. In his visit to Tamil Nadu on Thursday, he held discussions with officials in Chennai. One of the objectives of his visit is to continue discussions on the issue of resettlement as well as take forward the counter-terrorism cooperation. Australia had seen huge influx of refugees through the sea in the past.



‘Kudankulam MoU in inal stages’ Process for units ive and six is at the stage of internal approval, says MEA Suhasini Haidar NEW DELHI



The discussions over the next MoU for units five and six of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) are at an advanced stage within the government, the Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) announced on Friday. However, it did not confirm whether the MoU will be ready for signing when Prime Minister Narendra Modi meets with Russian President Vladimir Putin in St. Petersburg next month. “Discussions have been held on [the] Kudankulam [5 and 6] document. The process is at the stage of internal CM YK



approval,” the MEA spokesperson said in a statement, indicating the MoU is at the final stages before it can be signed.



Bilateral talks Mr. Modi is due to travel to Russia on June 1-3, where he has been invited as one of the chief guests at the St. Petersburg International Economic Forum (SPIEF), and he and President Putin will also hold bilateral talks. The General Framework Agreement (GFA) and Credit Protocol for KNPP 5 and 6 to be built in Tamil Nadu is among the deals on the table that was expected to be



A ile picture of the Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant. PTI *



signed, and has already missed a deadline in 2016. When the two leaders last met in October 2016, the India-Russia joint statement



had noted their “intention to conclude the GFA and the Credit Protocol for Kudankulam Nuclear Power Plant (KKNPP) units 5 and 6 by the end of 2016”, which would be executed by Russia’s publicly owned ROSATOM and the Nuclear Power Corporation of India Ltd (NPCIL). According to officials quoted by news agency Press Trust of India earlier this week, the GFA has been cleared by an inter-ministerial group and is with the Prime Minister’s Office at present, but that India had so far given no assurance it would be ready in time for PM Modi’s visit. A ND-ND
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ELSEWHERE



Rouhani faces tough poll test Voters queue up across Iran to pick next President; hardliners rally behind Raisi



Japan approves Bill allowing Emperor’s abdication



Reuters



It must take place within three years of becoming law



Dubai



Weiner pleads guilty in sexting case NEW YORK



A tearful and apologetic Anthony Weiner, the former U.S. Congressman whose penchant for sexting strangers ended his political career and sparked a probe that upended the presidential race, on Friday pleaded guilty for sexting with a minor. AP



Pakistan government mulls shutting down PIA ISLAMABAD



The Pakistan government has urged lawmakers cutting across party lines to declare the loss-making national carrier PIA “bankrupt” and eventually “shut it down”, saying it lacks top-quality management and professional officers. Nawaz Sharif’s adviser on aviation made the proposal. PTI



PIO jailed for duping investors of $33 million NEW YORK



Navin Shankar Subramaniam Xavier, a 44-year-old IndianAmerican residing in Florida, has been sentenced to 15 years in prison by a district judge in Miami for duping over 100 investors of $33 million. Xavier was the CEO of Essex Holdings, a company through which he carried out two fraud schemes. PTI



Erdogan watches as guards thrash protesters WASHINGTON



A video surfaced on Thursday that shows Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan looking on as his security team violently charge a group of protesters outside the Turkish Ambassador’s residence here. The incident occurred last Tuesday after Mr. Erdogan’s meeting with U.S. President Donald Trump. NYT



Millions of Iranians queued up to vote on Friday, showing strong turnout in an unexpectedly tight election pitting President Hassan Rouhani, who wants to normalise ties with the West, against a hardline judge who says he has already gone too far. Shortly before polls were due to close, state television reported that voting had been extended by almost five hours to 11 p.m. to cope with the “rush of voters”.



More freedom Mr. Rouhani, 68, who swept into office four years ago promising to open Iran to the world and give its citizens more freedom at home, faces an unexpectedly strong challenge from hardliner Ebrahim Raisi, a protégé of Supreme Leader Ayatollah Ali Khamenei. The election is important “for Iran’s future role in the region and the world”, said Mr. Rouhani, who struck a deal with world powers two years ago to curb Iran’s nuclear programme in return for



Agence France-Presse Tokyo



In charge: Women wait to cast votes in the presidential and municipal council elections in Tehran, Iran, on Friday. Shortly before polls were due to close, state television reported that voting had been extended by at least two hours amid a “rush of voters”. AP *



the lifting of most economic sanctions. “Whoever wins the election, we should help him to fulfil this important and serious duty,” state news agency IRNA quoted him as saying after voting. Mr. Raisi has blamed Mr. Rouhani for mismanaging the economy and has travelled to poor areas holding rallies, pledging more welfare benefits and



Syria on Friday condemned a U.S.-led coalition strike on pro-government forces as a “brazen attack” and said it would “not be intimidated” after the surprise assault. U.S.-led warplanes carried out the Thursday strike in the east of the country against a convoy of pro-government forces headed towards a remote coalition garrison near the border with Jordan. “On Thursday at 16:30, the so-called international coalition attacked one of the Syrian Arab Army’s positions on the Al-Tanf road in the Syrian Badia region, producing a number of martyrs and causing material damage,” a military source told Syrian state media, adding:



*



preted as his wish to hand the crown to his eldest son. But current Japanese law has no provision for abdication, thus requiring politicians to craft legislation to make it possible.



Revered figure The status of the Emperor is highly sensitive in Japan given its 20th century history of war waged in the



name of Akihito’s father Hirohito, who died in 1989. Revered as a demigod before and during the conflict, Hirohito was reduced to a mere figurehead as part of postwar reforms. Akihito has won plaudits for seizing upon the constitutionally-prescribed role of national symbol and there is wide sympathy for his wish to retire.



Will not forget or forgive, says Assange



Most of those held are students from across the country



Swedish prosecutor says probe could not proceed because of legal obstacles



Press Trust of India Dhaka



Bangladesh has arrested 29 people from an LGBT gathering here, a rare crackdown on gay men in the conservative Muslim-majority country where homosexuality is prohibited, officials said on Friday. The Rapid Action Battalion (RAB), an elite police unit that made the arrests, said those arrested, mostly students aged between 2030 years, had travelled from across the country and were picked up in the raid on



Thursday. “We arrested them along with drugs as they were partying at a community centre after midnight yesterday,” a RAB official familiar with the incident told PTI. RAB’s duty officer Abdur Rashid said they were arrested as homosexuality was prohibited under law and they carried out the raids responding to complaints by residents in the neighbourhood. “We, however, did not find them involved in sexual activities while they were partying. But we found con-



Russia also denounces attack, calls it ‘unacceptable’ Damascus



Mr. Raisi said after voting, according to the semi-official Fars news agency. In the last election, Mr. Rouhani won more than three times as many votes as his closest challenger. But this time the outcome of the election promises to be much closer as other conservative rivals have backed out and thrown their support behind Mr. Raisi.



Passing the baton: Emperor Akihito, right, with Crown Prince Naruhito. There is wide sympathy for his wish to retire. AP



Bangladesh arrests 29 gay men



Syria condemns U.S.-led strike Agence France-Presse



jobs. He is believed to have the backing of the powerful Revolutionary Guards security force, as well as the tacit support of Mr. Khamenei, whose powers outrank those of the elected President but who normally steers clear of day-to-day politics. “I respect the outcome of the vote of the people and the result will be respected by me and all the people,”



The Japanese government on Friday approved a oneoff Bill allowing ageing Emperor Akihito to step down from the Chrysanthemum Throne, in the first such abdication in two centuries. The Bill will now be sent to Parliament for debate and likely receive swift final approval, Chief Cabinet Secretary Yoshihide Suga said after Prime Minister Shinzo Abe’s Cabinet signed off on the legislation. Abdication must take place within three years of the Bill becoming law. Earlier this year reports suggested that 83-year-old Akihito could step down at the end of December 2018 and be replaced by Crown Prince Naruhito on January 1, 2019. Reports of his desire to retire surprised Japan when they emerged last July. In August he publicly cited age and declining health, which was inter-



“This brazen attack by the so-called international coalition exposes the falseness of its claims to be fighting terrorism.” “The Syrian Arab Army is fighting terrorism on its territory, and no party has the right to determine the course of its operations,” the source said. “The Syrian Arab Army will... not be intimidated by the attempts of the so-called coalition to stop it from performing its sacred duties.” Syrian ally Russia also denounced the U.S.-led strike as “unacceptable”. In a statement, the U.S.led coalition said it had struck “pro-regime forces... that posed a threat to U.S. and partner forces”. The coalition said the strike came after unsuccessful “Russian



attempts to dissuade Syrian pro-regime movement” as well as “a coalition aircraft show of force, and the firing of warning shots”.



Eight killed Syrian state media gave no precise toll in the attack, but the Syrian Observatory for Human Rights, a Britainbased monitor, reported eight killed “most of them non-Syrian”. An array of regular and irregular forces are battling alongside the government against rebels, including Russian and Iranian soldiers, and militants from Iraq and Lebanon’s Hezbollah group. The strike comes in the context of growing tension over which forces will take on the Islamic State in the eastern part of the country.



traband sex stimulating drugs from them,” the official said. adding: “We planned to accuse them under drug-related laws since they were not instantly found to be engaged in unnatural sexual activities at the scene.” Last year in April, Xulhaz Mannan, editor of Bangladesh’s only LGBT magazine, Roopbaan, was hacked to death at his Dhaka home along with a friend. The attack was later claimed by militant group Ansar al-Islam.



Julian Assange greets his supporters from the Ecuadorean embassy. AP



forget.” Appearing on the balcony of the embassy, he said he was ready to talk to Britain “about what is the best way forward” and with the U.S. Department of Justice, but also defended his right to stay put. “The road is far from over. The war, the proper war is just commencing,” he told supporters and media.



“Detained for 7 years without charge while my children grew up and my name was slandered,” he tweeted. “I do not forgive or



‘Operational matter’ Earlier, Swedish Chief Prosecutor Marianne Ny said the rape investigation could not proceed because of legal



Reuters LONDON



WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange said on Friday he would not forgive or forget those behind a long-running Swedish rape investigation that he said had prevented him seeing his children while they grew up. Mr. Assange, 45, took refuge in the Ecuadorean embassy in June 2012 to avoid extradition to Sweden over the rape allegation, which he denies. Sweden on Friday dropped the investigation into the allegation.



*



obstacles. The woman who accused Mr. Assange of rape slammed Ms. Ny’s decision and said she was “shocked”. It is a “scandal”, her lawyer said in a statement. British Prime Minister Theresa May, meanwhile, said on Friday it would be “an operational matter for the police” to decide whether to arrest Mr. Assange if he left the Ecuadorean embassy. The London police have said they could still arrest the founder of WikiLeaks for skipping bail.



Chinese jets intercept U.S. plane Reuters WASHINGTON



Two Chinese SU-30 aircraft carried out what the U.S. military described as an “unprofessional” intercept of a U.S. aircraft designed to detect radiation while it was flying in international airspace over the East China Sea. “The issue is being addressed with China through appropriate diplomatic and military channels,” said Air Force spokeswoman Lieutenant Colonel Lori Hodge. She added that the aircraft was carrying out a routine mission and was operating in accordance with international law. China declined to comment on the issue.



Interactions with Trump left former FBI chief Comey feeling unsettled U.S. President wanted to know if agency would say he was not being investigated Comey to help push back on reports in the news media that Mr. Trump’s associates had been in contact with Russian intelligence officials during the campaign.



MICHAEL S. SCHMIDT Washington



U.S. President Donald Trump called the former FBI Director, James B. Comey, weeks after he took office and asked him when federal authorities were going to put out word that Mr. Trump was not personally under investigation, according to two people briefed on the call. Mr. Comey told the President that if he wanted to know details about the Bureau’s investigations, he should not contact him directly but instead follow the proper procedures and have the White House counsel send any inquiries to the Justice Department, according to those people. After explaining to Mr. Trump how communications with the FBI should work, Mr. Comey believed he had effectively drawn the line after a series of encounters he had with the President and other White House CM YK



Fraught relationship: The Comey memos provide snapshots of how Donald Trump tried to inluence the former FBI chief. NYT *



officials that he felt jeopardised the FBI’s independence. At the time, Mr. Comey was overseeing the investigation into links between Mr. Trump’s associates and Russia. Those interactions included a dinner in which associates of Mr. Comey say Mr. Trump asked him to pledge his loyalty and a



meeting in the Oval Office at which the President told him he hoped Mr. Comey would shut down an investigation into his former National Security Adviser, Michael T. Flynn. Mr. Trump has denied making the request. The day after the Flynn conversation, Reince Priebus, the White House chief of staff, asked Mr.



Detailed memos Mr. Comey described all of his contacts with the President and the White House in detailed memos he wrote at the time and gave to his aides. Congressional investigators have requested copies of the memos, which, according to two people who have read them, provide snapshots of a fraught relationship between a President trying to win over and influence an FBI Director, and someone who had built his reputation on asserting his independence, sometimes in a dramatic way. It is not clear whether in all their interactions Mr. Comey answered Mr. Trump’s question or if he ever told him whether he was under investigation. NYT A ND-ND
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market watch 19-05-2017



% CHANGE



Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 30,465 ddddddddddddddd0.10 US Dollar dddddddddddddddddddd 64.64 ddddddddddddddd0.31 Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,200 ddddddddddddddd0.74 Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 53.56 ddddddddddddddd1.98



For the current inancial year, SBI has ₹32,000 crore of loans under its watch list SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT



NIFTY 50



MUMBAI/KOLKATA PRICE CHANGE



ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1675.40. . . . . . . . . 5.00 Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 349.45. . . . . . . . . 1.55 Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 251.25. . . . . . . . -0.95 Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1123.15. . . . . . -28.20 Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 595.30. . . . . . . . -5.75 Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 501.70. . . . . . . . . 9.70 Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2972.65. . . . . . . . -0.45 Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 188.75. . . . . . . . . 1.30 Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 372.75. . . . . . . . . 2.00 Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22997.45. . . -266.80 BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 702.45. . . . . . -12.45 Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 564.95. . . . . . . . . 4.85 Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 276.25. . . . . . . . -0.20 Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2656.45. . . . . . -22.50 Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 27936.05. . . -421.25 GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 401.05. . . . . . . . -3.70 Grasim Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1120.45. . . . . . . . -9.85 HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 844.70. . . . . . . . -3.70 HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1520.60. . . . . . -16.45 HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1561.25. . . . . . . . . 4.15 Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3571.65. . . . . . -20.40 Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 191.00. . . . . . . . -3.00 Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1008.00. . . . . . . 17.75 Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1040.00. . . . . . -13.80 ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 307.05. . . . . . . . -0.90 IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1389.25. . . . . . -17.35 Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 378.95. . . . . . . . . 0.05 Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 957.95. . . . . . . . -3.80 Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 435.40. . . . . . . . -4.50 ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 286.20. . . . . . . . . 8.30 Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 937.35. . . . . . . . -5.50 L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1724.55. . . . . . . . . 1.95 Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1318.20. . . . . . . 12.35 M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1333.40. . . . . . -19.45 Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 6790.55. . . . . . -40.50 NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 159.10. . . . . . . . . 1.30 ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 180.05. . . . . . . . -0.85 PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 205.75. . . . . . . . -2.50 Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1318.85. . . . . . . . -8.50 State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 308.00. . . . . . . . . 5.05 Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 653.15. . . . . . . . -0.80 Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 443.35. . . . . . . . . 5.40 Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 266.80. . . . . . . . . 2.30 Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 84.15. . . . . . . . . 0.40 Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 489.50. . . . . . . . . 3.25 TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2507.15. . . . . . -29.05 Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 416.15. . . . . . . . -6.15 UltraTech Cement . .. . . . 4360.60. . . . . . . 19.55 Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 519.75. . . . . . . . -5.65 YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1430.10. . . . . . . 28.95 Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 512.00. . . . . . . . -3.55



EXCHANGE RATES Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit except yen at 4 p.m. on May 19 CURRENCY



SBI Q4 net proit more than doubles



TT BUY



TT SELL



US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 64.44. . . . . . . 64.76 Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 72.06. . . . . . . 72.43 British Pound . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.89. . . . . . . 84.32 Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 54.05. . . . . . . 58.24 Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.35. . . . . . . . . 9.40 Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.96. . . . . . . 66.32 Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.50. . . . . . . 46.74 Canadian Dollar . . . . . . . . .. . 47.52. . . . . . . 47.77 Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.91. . . . . . . 14.99 Source:Indian Bank



BULLION RATES



CHENNAI



May 19 rates in rupees with previous rates in parentheses Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.90. . . . . (42.10) 22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,761. . . . . (2,767)



State Bank of India’s net profit rose 123% to ₹2,815 crore for the quarter ended March 31, driven by a healthy increase in the bank’s net interest income. The country’s largest lender posted a net profit of ₹1,264 crore in JanuaryMarch period of the fiscal 2015-16 — a quarter in which most banks were hit due to the Reserve Bank of India’s asset quality review.



‘Difficult quarter’ “We have just been through a very difficult but satisfying quarter,” said Arundhati Bhattacharya, chairman, SBI at the post-earnings press conference stating that this was the last earnings of the bank on a ‘solo’ basis. SBI has merged five of its associate banks and Bharatiya Mahila Bank from April 1, 2017, and has become the



second largest lender globally in terms of footprint, Ms. Bhattacharya said. The lender was able to contain fresh slippages of ₹9,755 crore during the quarter, lower than both the previous quarter as well as in the year-ago period. Fresh slippages were more than ₹30,000 crore during the fourth quarter of 2015-16. “The watch list was 2.3% of our corporate loan book at the start of the previous financial year. “This year it is 1.6% despite merger of the associate banks,” Ms. Bhattacharya said when asked if she expects asset quality to improve.



Credit cost For the current financial year, SBI has ₹32,000 crore of loans under its watch list. However, she said credit cost, which was 2.14% in



a provision of ₹5,900 crore, over and above the regulatory requirements. Profitability was also boosted by a healthy growth in the net interest income which increased by 17.33% to ₹18,071 crore during the year under review. However, non-interest income decreased marginally by 2.43% to ₹10,327 crore. There was a one-time gain in non-interest income in the January-March period of FY16 (repatriation of profit), which was not the case this time.



Tight control: The watch list has fallen to 1.6% from 2.3% last year, said SBI chairman Arundhati Bhattacharya. AFP *



FY17, could remain elevated in the coming quarters. Gross NPA increased on a sequential basis to ₹1.12 lakh core but the ratio declined to 6.90% as on end-March as compared to 7.23% in December. Gross NPA ratio



Telecom, beverage bodies disappointed with GST rates Say it will make services, products more expensive Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



The Cellular Operators Association of India has expressed its disappointment over the 18% rate of tax under GST for telecom saying it would make services more expensive for the consumers as the industry is currently taxed at 15%. The Indian Beverage Association (IBA) has also voiced its dissatisfaction with sweetened aerated water and flavoured water being placed in the highest tax slab rate of 28% combined with an additional cess of 12%. Rajan S Mathews, Dir-



COAI said high GST rate will hurt consumers. AFP *



ector General, COAI said: “We had submitted to the government that consideration must be given to the present financial condition of the sector and any rate



beyond the existing rate of 15% makes the telecom services more expensive for the consumer.” “This is also likely to slowdown the planned rollout of infrastructure across the country and will have an impact on flagship government initiatives like Digital India and Cashless India,” he said. The IBA, in a statement, said it was “extremely disappointed” at the effective tax rate of 40% on sweetened aerated water and flavoured water. This will have a negative ripple effect and hurt the entire ecosystem of farmers, retailers, distributors and bottlers.



Sri Lanka to study debt levels among N-E Tamils



Goyal: 4,039 villages to be electriied



Poverty high in the north-eastern provinces: central bank



Special Correspondent



the north. If the drought continued throughout the year, the country may have to import food and fuel worth an additional $800 million, senior Central Bank officials said. With likely rain and a falling inflation rate, the economy would pick up by the end of the year, they said.



Meera Srinivasan COLOMBO



Sri Lanka’s central bank will study the growing indebtedness in Tamil-majority north and east, its Governor Indrajit Coomaraswamy said. “We are concerned about the rise in household debt,” the governor said, referring to a prevalent post-war challenge facing families that are rebuilding their lives. Following the study and its analysis, the apex institution will take necessary steps, Dr. Coomaraswamy told Colombo-based foreign correspondents. After Sri Lanka’s civil war ended in May 2009, scores of displaced families who returned to their hometowns are struggling to piece their lives together. While the community suffered enormous losses for three decades, those resettling are grap-



There is concern about the increase in household debt.



pling with few jobs, means to livelihood and often resort to heavy borrowing. A recent report of the central bank pointed to high levels of poverty in the Northern and Eastern provinces. Also, Sri Lanka is experiencing a drought that has badly hit the agriculture sector, a key economic driver in



Free trade pact Dr. Coomaraswamy said that if the island nation could deepen the Free Trade Agreement with India — the neighbours are currently negotiating an Economic and Technological Cooperation Agreement — and ink similar deals with China and Singapore, it would have preferential access to a market of 3 billion people. That would include China, India, Pakistan, Singapore and Europe.



was 6.50% in March 2016. The lender improved provision coverage ratio to 65.95% at the end of March from 62.87% in December. SBI said its contingency reserves were about ₹1,140 crore and the bank has made



NIM declines The bank's net interest margin from domestic operations declined by 16 basis points (bps) year-on-year to 3.11% as of March 2017 and increased by 8 bps sequentially from December 16. SBI shares rose 1.72% on the BSE to ₹308.15, while the broader market was relatively flat.



Grasim Industries Q4 net inches up 0.75% VSF, pulp business volumes increase Special Correspondent MUMBAI



Grasim Industries’ fourthquarter net profit rose 0.75% to ₹1,064 crore compared with ₹1,056 crore in the year earlier period on the back of a better performance from its viscose staple fibre and pulp businesses, which offset a 10% fall in EBITDA from the cement business. The company reported a 5% growth in revenue to ₹11,140 crore.



Cement business “The cement business delivered better than the industry average as we had a capacity utilisation of 82% compared to industry average of 70%,” Aditya Birla Group CFO Sushil Agarwal told The Hindu. “In VSF business, the volumes were up by 2%, realisations were



Sushil Agarwal up by 11% and EBITDA was up by 30% at ₹345 crore.” Grasim shares on BSE closed at ₹1,121.3 in a flat Mumbai market on Friday. On the amalgamation of Aditya Birla Nuvo into Grasim, it said that it has received shareholders and creditors approvals and is awaiting a nod from NCLT and stock exchanges for the scheme to be effective from the second quarter of FY’18.



RCEP trade ministers to meet



Kidnap insurance may help recoup cyberattack losses



PRESS TRUST OF INDIA



They were originally meant to protect staf in volatile areas



NEW DELHI



Trade ministers of 16 countries, including India and China, will meet on May 21 and 22 in Vietnam to discuss progress in the ongoing negotiations of proposed trade deal, RCEP. So far, negotiators of the Regional Comprehensive Economic Partnership (RCEP) have held 18 rounds of negotiations. “This will be a crucial meeting in Hanoi. Ministers would deliberate on the single—tier system of duty relaxations, besides issues related to services and investments,” an official said. Chief negotiators of all the countries recently held discussions in the Philippines.



Reuters NEW YORK/LONDON



Companies without cyber insurance are dusting off policies covering kidnap, ransom and extortion in the world’s political hotspots to recoup losses caused by ransomware viruses such as “WannaCry”, insurers say. Cyber insurance can be expensive to buy and is not widely used outside the U.S., with one insurer previously describing the cost as $100,000 for $10 million in data breach insurance. The kidnap policies, known as K&R coverage, are typically used by multinational companies looking to



A screenshot of the warning screen from a purported ransomware attack. AP *



protect their staff in areas where violence related to oil and mining operations is common, such as parts of Africa and Latin America. Companies could also tap



them to cover losses following the WannaCry attack, which used malicious software known as ransomware, to lock up more than 200,000 computers in more than 150 countries, and demand payments to free them up. Pay-outs on K&R for ransomware attacks may be lower and the policies less suitable than those offered by traditional cyber insurance, insurers say. “There will be some creative forensic lawyers who will be looking at policies,” said Patrick Gage, chief underwriting officer at CNA Hardy, a specialist commercial insurer, in London.



New Delhi



Of the 18,452 unelectrified villages in the country, 13,469 have been electrified up to May 18 this year and the remaining 4,039 will be electrified by May 2018, Power minister Piyush Goyal on Friday said. Of these villages, 944 have been declared ‘uninhabited.’ “Every state has joined ‘Power for All’ agreement,” he told reporters on the Deen Dayal Upadhyaya Gram Jyoti Yojana (DDUGJY) scheme. “All the states have pledged to boost holistic development of entire village electrification process to provide 24x7 affordable and quality power to all' which is planned under DDUGJY.” During 2016-17, 6105 unelectrified villages were electrified — as against 1,197 such villages in 201314, or five times more.



Uber may ire self-driving car engineer Alphabet’s Waymo unit accuses him of stealing conidential documents Reuters SAN FRANCISCO



Uber has threatened to fire an engineer accused by Alphabet’s self-driving Waymo unit of stealing confidential documents in a high profile trade secrets case between the two companies, according to a court filing. Waymo sued ride services company Uber Technologies alleging that former Waymo executive Anthony Levandowski downloaded over 14,000 confidential documents before leaving Waymo to subsequently join Uber.



Lidar system The case, which pits two companies battling to dominate the fast-growing field of self-driving cars, hinges on Waymo allegations that the information Mr. Levandowski took made its way into Uber’s Lidar system, a key sensor technology in CM YK



Trade secrets: The case pits two companies against each other in the fast-growing ield of self-driving cars. REUTERS *



self-driving cars. U.S. District Judge William Alsup in San Francisco last week issued an injunction ordering Uber to keep Mr. Levandowski away from work involving the self-driving car technology at issue in the case. The judge also prevented him and all other employees from using the materials and to return them to Waymo by May 31.



Uber has told Mr. Levandowski that he must comply with the order to return Waymo documents or face possible termination, Mr. Levandowski’s lawyers said in a court filing. The lawyers asked the judge to modify his order so that Uber is not required to fire Mr. Levandowski if the engineer asserts his constitutional rights against self-in-



crimination and refuses to produce documents. Uber representatives couldn’t be reached for comment on Levandowski’s filing, and a Waymo spokesman declined to comment. Earlier on May 18, Uber said it would appeal a judge’s order rejecting its attempt to arbitrate Waymo’s trade secret claims. Mr. Alsup last week ruled that Waymo’s lawsuit should not be heard in a private forum, and instead should continue to be litigated in San Francisco federal court. Mr. Levandowski left Waymo in January 2016 and started Otto, a self-driving truck start-up that Uber bought for $680 million. Mr. Levandowski had until last month run Uber’s self-driving car division, before stepping aside from those responsibilities pending the court case. A ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



‘GST rates could have aided green goods’ A rate of 18% has been set for commercial LPG, which is a low-emission auto fuel certain sin and luxury goods, over and above the highest tax rate of 28%. In this system, it has clubbed together sport-utility vehicles (SUVs), which usually have higher emission levels, and hybrid vehicles, and set the cess at 15%. At the same time, the cess on ultra-luxury products, like private planes and yachts, has been set at a relatively low 3%.



TCA Sharad Raghavan NEW DELHI



HUDCO soars more than 20% on trading debut MUMBAI



Shares of Housing & Urban Development Corporation listed on the bourses on Friday, gaining more than 20% on the irst day as investors lapped up shares of the government-owned entity. On the BSE, HUDCO shares opened at ₹73.45, before touching a high of ₹77.80. It closed at ₹72.50, rising 20.83% from the issue price of ₹60. At the closing price, the market capitalisation of the irm stood at ₹1,479.43 crore.



L&T Power bags export orders worth ₹300 crore NEW DELHI



L&T Power has won export orders worth ₹300 crore from Japan-based Mitsubishi Hitachi Power Systems, the company said in a BSE iling.The contract covers supply of pressure parts to 2,000 MW and 650 MW power plants in Indonesia and Japan, respectively, for water wall panel, coils, piping and header. Shares of Larsen & Toubro rose a marginal 0.1% to close at ₹1,724.10 on the BSE. PTI



KSL IT head Narasimhan named ‘Cloud Icon’



The Goods and Services Tax (GST) Council’s treatment of goods such as commercial LPG, hybrid cars, and renewable energy components has missed an opportunity to back environmentally friendly goods, according to an industry official and an economist. The GST Council on Thursday finalised the rates and cess for most of the goods under the purview of the tax. Among these, it set a rate of 18% for commercial LPG, and 5% for all renewable energy devices and spare parts, although the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy had requested exemption for these items. “This is an opportunity lost by the government regarding auto LPG (a type of commercial LPG),” Suyash Gupta, director general of the Indian Auto LPG Coalition, said in an interview. “We had asked the government for parity treatment for



tax, Mr. Gupta said. “Auto LPG also has far lower nitrogen oxide emissions than even CNG, let alone petrol and diesel,” Mr. Gupta added. “The issue is a lack of a policy ecosystem to promote cleaner fuels, whether LPG or battery power.” Under GST, the government will also levy cesses on



Chola’s i-Loads seeks funds for expansion



Bid to make FDI policy attractive



Equity infusion to dilute parent’s stake



Special correspondent



Renewable energy In January, the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy had made a presentation to the GST Council seeking zero rate of tax on the ground that any upward impact on tariffs due to GST would have significant adverse effects on the industry. “Under GST, it’s not just the output rate that matters, but what also matters is the input rate,” said Anita Rastogi, partner, Indirect Tax, at PwC India. “So, renewable energy component providers will have to do the maths to see whether the rate of 5% on their output actually works out to be more expensive.”



‘GST to beneit truck makers in long term’ ‘To spur development of cold chains’



Expects strong rupee to aid sales Special Correspondent CHENNAI



The Murugappa Group aims to achieve an overall sales growth of 20-25% during 2017-18 and attain a market capitalisation of $10 billion in a year or two, A. Vellayan, executive chairman at the Chennai-based conglomerate said on Friday. Mr. Vellayan said the group’s growth projection was based on a “reasonable monsoon, strong rupee and the fact that investors’ confidence is bouncing back and to Government policies, which is also more Swadeshi.” “We could see the Government’s swadeshi policies implementation have started benefiting various sectors including steel, fertilizer and others.” The group has interests in sugar, fertilizers, cycles, engineering, financial services, general insurance, rubber and others. For fiscal 2016-17, the group’s turnover rose 2.1% to ₹30,023 crore against ₹29,395 crore posted a year earlier. Net profit grew from ₹1,883 crore to ₹2,186 crore. Market capitalisation of the listed/unlisted companies surged by 43% to $8 billion from $5.6 billion in the corresponding period last year.



NEW DELHI



N. Anand



CHENNAI



CHENNAI



Arun Narasimhan, Vice President — IT, The Hindu Group of Publications, was named ‘Cloud Icon’ at a recent event honouring Chief Information Oicers who are changing the information technology landscape. The CIO Power List 2017 event, organised by Core Media with KPMG as knowledge partner, honoured more than 100 CIOs from over 39 categories — including BFSI, media, agro-tech, pharmaceuticals and automobiles.



Logistics aggregator i-Loads, a subsidiary of Cholamandalam Investment and Finance Ltd., (Chola) is seeking additional funds to expand business across the country. “At present, Chola has invested ₹8 crore and has picked up 63% stake in the company,” said Vellayan Narayanan, CEO and managing director, White Data Systems India Pvt. Ltd. “We are looking for more funds to develop technology and establishment of a sales



CM YK



all kinds of LPG, domestic as well as commercial.” LPG for domestic use would be taxed at 5% while LPG used commercially and in cars would be taxed at 18%. This would also encourage theft, since people already transfer LPG from domestic cylinders to commercial containers to avoid the higher



‘Wrong impression’ “What is the message they are trying to give here? That they are as okay with people buying polluting SUVs and cleaner hybrid cars?” asked a senior economist, who did not wish to be identified. “The lower cess rate on private planes (than on hybrid vehicles) also gives a wrong impression.” “Solar power prices have gone below grid parity and wind power prices are also almost at grid parity despite only one bid (auction for 1 GW),” Power, New and Renewable Energy, Coal, and



Mines Minister Piyush Goyal said at a press conference. “Twenty-five years later, other forms of power would be 3-4 times higher than they are now. Solar, wind and hydro would be affordable forms of power. I don't think GST rates will impact my sector’s tariff,” Mr. Goyal told the media.



Murugappa aims at 20-25% growth



process. Currently, we are evaluating the process and it will be finalised in the next three to four months. The equity stake of Chola might come down with the inclusion of new investors,” Mr. Narayanan said. i-Loads is a dedicated logistics platform of White Data Systems, which acts as an aggregator of financial solutions for truck owners. Currently, i-Loads has developed 10 hubs, has 250 load providers with 5,000 truck owners registered on its platform.



Amid speculation that Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) norms in retail and print media could be eased, the Centre on Friday said its endeavour had been to put in place an investor-friendly FDI policy by removing bottlenecks hindering investments. The reform measures of the last financial year resulted in India receiving record FDI inflows of $60.08 billion in FY17 as against $55.6 billion in FY16, the Commerce & Industry Ministry said in a statement.



Special Correspondent Hyderabad



The upcoming GST regime will eventually ease transportation, reduce turnaround time of vehicles and facilitate a hub and spoke model in goods distribution. This would translate into more demand for custombuilt, ready-to-use cargo carriers, including refrigerated vehicles, a senior executive of Ashok Leyland said. “We expect the hub and spoke model to start maturing and goods moving to the right markets [with GST],”



President-Global Trucks Anuj Kathuria said, the company was already working with customers to offer fully built solutions. Speaking to the media at Ashok Leyland’s Zonal Conference showcasing futureready products, he said with tolls and restrictions on movement set to go with GST, goods, particularly perishables, will be moved across longer distances. In the next 2-3 years, it would contribute to development of cold chains, Mr. Kathuria added.



Growth triggers Mr. Vellayan said the growth was mainly triggered by Tube Investments, Cholamandalam Investment and Finance and Coromandel International. An appreciating rupee also contributed to the growth. “Normally, when we cross 90% of capacity utilisation level, we will start build up for the future,” he said. “Last year, some of the divisions achieved capacity utilisation of 75% and this year with reasonable monsoon, we might be doing 85-90%. Our



A. Vellayan.



*



BIJOY GHOSH



investment plan gets triggered when our capacity utilisation goes above 80%. We will come out with investment plan during the second half of 2017-18,” he said. On capital expenditure, Mr. Vellayan said: “Last year we made an investment of ₹396 crore and this year it would be driven mostly by individual companies.” Regarding silicon carbide unit in Russia, Mr. Vellayan said they were looking at expanding the capacity. “Venezuela and other nations have stopped production due to environmental issues. The weakness of ruble is a quite a positive for us to expand,” he said. During 2016-17, Murugappa group reported an export turnover of ₹3,400 crore against ₹2,700 crore the year earlier. On the retail front, the group will be entering Maharashtra, Odisha and Chhattisgarh. The number of retail shops will be increased from 800 to 1,000. N. Srinivasan, director finance, Murugappa Group, said in terms of gross sales Cholamandalam MS General Insurance clocked 28% growth in 2016-17, followed by EID Parry (15%), Chola (11%) and Carborundum Universal (9%), while Coromandel International’s sales declined by 12%.
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Karn Sharma helps Mumbai Indians cruise into the inal Kolkata Knight Riders batsmen go into self-destruct mode Ashwin Achal Bengaluru



Mumbai Indians inflicted a punishing six-wicket defeat on Kolkata Knight Riders in the Qualifier-2 here on Friday, and entered the final in style. Mumbai Indians will take on Rising Pune Supergiant in the summit clash, at Hyderabad, on Sunday. Set a sub-par 108-run target, MI cruised home with 5.3 overs to spare. Rohit Sharma and Krunal Pandya were the biggest contributors with the willow, sending KKR out of the competition. Mumbai did face a few early hiccups in the chase, when its top-order was sent back cheaply. KKR was in contention to pull off a miracle, but this phase did not last for long. Skipper Rohit (26, 24b, 1x4, 1x6) and Krunal (45 n.o., 30b, 8x4) turned off the alarm bells by putting on 54 runs for the fourth wicket. When Rohit mistimed a pull and was caught near the fence, the game was as good as over. Kieron Pollard (9 n.o., 7b) then joined Krunal to take MI safely past the finish line. Put in, KKR col-



SCOREBOARD



MUMBAI INDIANS VS KOLKATA KNIGHT RIDERS



Kolkata Knight Riders: Chris Lynn c Pollard b Bumrah 4 (8b), Sunil Narine st. Parthiv b Karn 10 (10b, 1x6), Gautam Gambhir c Hardik b Karn 12 (15b, 2x4), Robin Uthappa lbw b Bumrah 1 (3b), Ishank Jaggi c Johnson b Karn 28 (31b, 3x4), Colin de Grandhomme lbw b Karn 0 (1b), Suryakumar Yadav c Malinga b Bumrah 31 (25b, 2x4, 1x6), Piyush Chawla c Rayudu b Johnson 2 (6b), Nathan Coulter-Nile c Hardik b Johnson 6 (4b, 1x6), Umesh Yadav (not out) 2 (3b), Ankit Rajpoot b Malinga 4 (7b, 1x4); Extras (lb-3, w-4): 7; Total (in 18.5 overs): 107. Fall of wickets: 1-5 (Lynn, 1.3 overs), 2-24 (Narine, 4.4), 3-25



lapsed to a low total after a mindless batting display. The need of the hour on this slow pitch was a steady approach, but the KKR batters showed little patience or skill. Wickets were frequently lost to ill-timed heaves, resulting in the franchise being bundled out in only 18.5 overs. The KKR essay fell short on runs and substance. While the openers Chris Lynn and Sunil Narine — tasked with making quick



(Uthappa, 5.2), 4-31 (Gambhir, 6.5), 5-31 (de Grandhomme, 6.6), 6-87 (Jaggi, 14.5), 7-94 (Chawla, 16.1), 8-100 (CoulterNile, 16.5), 9-101 (Suryakumar, 17.1). Mumbai Indians bowling: Mitchell Johnson 4-0-28-2, Jasprit Bumrah 3-1-7-3, Lasith Malinga 3.5-0-24-1, Karn Sharma 4-0-16-4, Krunal Pandya 3-0-25-0, Hardik Pandya 1-0-4-0. Mumbai Indians: Lendl Simmons lbw b Chawla 3 (6b), Parthiv Patel c Uthappa b Umesh 14 (9b, 3x4), Ambati Rayudu b Chawla 6 (11b), Rohit Sharma c Rajpoot b CoulterNile 26 (24b, 1x4, 1x6), Krunal



IPL-10 runs — can be excused for falling to big shots, the rest of the line-up simply let the side down. Robin Uthappa was caught in front of the stumps by Jasprit Bumrah, and in the next over, Gautam Gambhir holed out to deep mid-wicket. Gambhir’s dismissal came as a huge blow, as the skipper was expected to anchor the innings. He was enticed into a slog-



Pandya (not out) 45 (30b, 8x4), Kieron Pollard (not out) 9 (7b, 1x4); Extras (lb-4, w-4): 8; Total (for four wkts. in 14.3 overs): 111. Fall of wickets: 1-11 (Simmons, 1.3), 2-24 (Parthiv, 2.5), 3-34 (Rayudu, 5.4), 4-88 (Rohit, 12.2). Kolkata Knight Riders bowling: Umesh Yadav 2.3-0-23-1, Piyush Chawla 4-0-34-2, Nathan Coulter-Nile 3-0-15-1, Sunil Narine 4-0-21-0, Ankit Rajpoot 1-0-14-0. Toss: Mumbai Indians. Man-of-the-match: Karn Sharma. Mumbai Indians won by six wickets with 33 balls remaining.



sweep by leggie Karn Sharma, and found the fielder on the ropes. Off the very next delivery, a ripper of a flipper trapped all-rounder Colin de Grandhomme in front. While KKR was able to deny Karn a hat-trick, it had slipped to a precarious 31 for five. Ishank Jaggi and Suryakumar Yadav then played sensible cricket to avoid further damage. The duo steadied the ship by rotating the strike and



Hail the hero: Karn Sharma is greeted by teammates after claiming the wicket of Colin de Grandhomme.



finding the occasional boundary. After applying himself at the crease for nearly 10 overs, Ishank Jaggi lost the plot. The Jharkhand cricketer, playing his second IPL match this season, struck a full Karn



Suryakumar and Nathan Coulter-Nile went for glory and paid the price for it.



offering to long-on. Jaggi was gone for a 31-ball 28, ending a 56-run sixthwicket stand. Now reeling at 87 for six, KKR sunk further into selfdestruct mode. Instead of efficiently negotiating the 31 balls left, Piyush Chawla,



Karn (four for 16) and the pacy Bumrah (three for seven) were thoroughly impressive with the ball, even if the opposition provided little to no resistance.



*



K. BHAGYA PRAKASH



in the past. We < > That’s are fully prepared for the inal [against Rising Pune Supergiant] and will surely win Karn Sharma on MIs’ dismal 0-3 record against RPS this year



Dhoni — a gem still shining bright Free-spirited and battle-hardened He has served timely reminders during the business-end of this season his day we all < > On know how



V.V. SUBRAHMANYAM HYDERABAD



The ‘City of Pearls’ is all set to host the final of the 10th edition of the Vivo Indian Premier League on Sunday (April 21). Rising Pune Supergiant has already booked a berth in the final by virtue of its win over two-time champion Mumbai Indians in the Qualifier 1. And, the man who has played a lead role in the team’s wins in the last few games is none other than the immensely popular gem called M.S. Dhoni.



Cynosure of all eyes Despite the presence of big guns from across the world, including the likes of Australian Steve Smith, it will be not out of place to mention that it is Dhoni who will be the cynosure of all eyes — not just for his amazing skills with the bat but for his invaluable inputs to skipper Smith and also his ‘smart’ style of wicket-keeping. The way Dhoni is cheered when fans spot him — be it during the warm-up sessions



destructive MS (Dhoni) can be in the death overs V.V.S Laxman



reckon with. “On his day we all know how destructive MS (Dhoni) can be in the death overs,” said Sunrisers’ mentor V.V.S. Laxman the other day. And Laxman should know better as Sunrisers Hyderabad was at the receiving end of his batting prowess twice in this edition.



Wealth of knowledge: Along with his obvious skills with the bat and gloves, M.S. Dhoni is a valuable asset as a sounding board for Supergiant skipper Steve Smith. PTI *



before the games or when he goes out to bat — is a definite reminder of how big a crowd-puller he is. And it is not just his popularity which the Pune camp should look to, but also Dhoni’s brilliance with the



willow in the death overs which is more significant. Despite rusty starts, by his own standards, Dhoni has served reminders — if needed — thrice during the business-end of this IPL season that he is a force to



He is one of those extraordinary cricketers whose skills transcend all barriers — mental and geographical. Dhoni is at ‘home’ anywhere he plays for he very rarely changes his approach. For any superstar in the world of sports, failure is not alien. But when Pune enters the field for the final, Smith and his boys should not be faulted if they wish for another vintage Dhoni performance.



Technical inputs, mental conditioning have produced an improved Karthik S. Dinakar Chennai



He was bubbly, chirpy and hardly able to hold back his excitement. It was a full flight from Durban to Cape Town as the Indian team travelled to the picturesque city for the decider of the dramatic 200607 Test series. By now Dinesh Karthik was aware of his place in the eleven for the final Test; M.S. Dhoni was grappling with a fitness issue. To make things brighter, Karthik was seated next to his idol Sachin Tendulkar. His joy was understandable and there was never a dull moment till the aircraft touched down. Not visible on his visage were the pressures of the approaching Test, nor the thought that he would be opening the innings against one of the most potent pace attacks in the world. Although battle-hardened, Karthik has an endearing child-like enthusiasm in him. This in a nutshell is the essential Karthik for you; a



Didn’t get proper support from my past captains, says Unadkat Despite emerging as one of the top domestic buys, Unadkat struggled to get game-time in the previous two editions. While in 2015, Delhi Daredevils dropped him after he went for 30 runs off three overs in his maiden outing, in the 2016 edition, he went for 49 runs in his only match. Unadkat said he had been getting good support from ‘Flem’ (head coach Stephen Fleming), ‘Smithy’ (captain Steve Smith) and ‘Mahibhai’ (M.S. Dhoni).



Amol Karhadkar Mumbai



Rahul Tripathi may well have emerged as a surprise package for the Rising Pune Supergiant. But the key to the team’s stupendous run — especially in the latter stages of the tournament — has been the wicket-taking ability of its Indian pacers, especially Jaydev Unadkat. The left-arm pacer who hails from Porbandar — the birthplace of Mahatma Gandhi — has breached the 20-wicket barrier this season despite playing only 11 games.



The turnaround What has triggered the turnaround? “In the last couple of years, I didn’t get much of a support from the past captains despite having a fruitful domestic season,” Unadkat told The Hindu before leaving for Hyderabad for Sunday’s final.



CM YK



Jaydev Unadkat.



*



AFP



“Probably that hunger to do well was the difference from the past couple of seasons. Skill-wise, I have always got it in me. It’s just about capitalising on it. The first match was important this season and once I did well, I just built on that.”



Motivation “When I bowled the last over to Rohit (MI captain Rohit Sharma), we had planned to bowl slower ones from outside the crease. He hit me for a six. “That was the moment Smithy came to me and told me, ‘I’d back you all the way. If you want to bowl the same ball, go for it’. That’s something which motivates the



bowler,” Unadkat recalled. For the record, Unadkat won the game for RPS, dismissing Rohit in the last over. “Mahibhai, when I took those (five) wickets against Sunrisers, in between I went for a boundary, came up to me and said ‘you should have not allowed the pressure to be released and you’re good enough to bowl against these batsmen’. Those points at times help you execute the plans in the middle.” Despite being one of the most consistent bowlers in domestic cricket, Unadkat is often remembered for his disastrous Test debut in South Africa in 2010. “I overcame that match a long time ago but the hattrick that I took (against Sunrisers) would surely be one of the most important events of my career. “I hope to build on it and help RPS lift the trophy,” Unadkat said.



Looking up: Dinesh Karthik has come a long way in his career, and has a long way to go, too. FILE PHOTO *



free-spirited man of immense ability, undaunted by challenges. Coming back to the Cape Town Test, Karthik opening the innings with Wasim Jaffer, stood up to Dale Steyn, Makhaya Ntini, Shaun Pollock and Jacques Kallis for an innings of 63 of much courage. Fast forward to 2017. Karthik declares he wants to be considered a specialist



batsman and not a wicketkeeper-batsman alone. It’s the right decision for he adds value to the team by being flexible in the order and can also double up as ’keeper if the need arises. He had a mountain of runs to back him this season, first in the Ranji Trophy and then the Vijay Hazare competition where his form was mind-boggling. The 31-year-old cricketer



de Villiers denies retirement reports



Big win for Indian women



ANI



Sports Bureau



Melbourne



Special screening of Sachin’s ilm



South Africa ODI skipper A.B. de Villiers has quashed suggestions that he is contemplating retirement from the longest format of the game, thus leaving the door open for national selectors to pick him for the Test series against Australia early next year.



Special Correspondent



Injuries



Mumbai



Last August, de Villiers took time off to get a number of injuries treated and then suffered an elbow injury that ruled him out of the Test series against Australia. While he returned to limited-over cricket for the Proteas in February, he opted out of the Test series in New Zealand in March — an absence he has since extended to the four-Test tour of England in July-August and the succeeding two Tests against Bangladesh.



Sachin Tendulkar.



*



PTI



The Virat Kohli-led Indian team for the ICC Champions Trophy will see the biographical film, ‘Sachin: A Billion Dreams’ a few hours before leaving for London on May 24. The special screening has been arranged at a theatre close to the international airport. The movie made in Hindi and dubbed in English, Marathi, Tamil and Telugu is set for a global release on May 26.



had added maturity to his natural ability. His mental preparation ahead of a match and innings were much better. He was more focused and getting into the ‘zone’. There have been a few technical changes too. The trick was to tighten his game without losing his attacking instincts. Karthik has played his strokes forcefully this season, his shot selection has been impeccable. All the hard work under Mumbai all-rounder Abhishek Nayar has paid off; the focus was on tuning his mind to the match, the nature of the opposition and the conditions. He was ticking the boxes. “I dream of playing for India again,” he had said earlier this season. Now, as he travels with the team for the ICC Champions Trophy, picked as a specialist batsman, Karthik will be close to turning out in the India colours. Karthik 2.0 could be around for a longer time.



Potchefstroom



de Villiers.



*



K.R. DEEPAK



However, de Villiers, who is preparing to lead South Africa in the Champions Trophy, has insisted that his career in the whites is not over yet. But, he added that there was no chance he would change his mind and make himself available for the Tests in England. “I haven’t retired, no. But I’m not going to change my decision. I’ll look indecisive,” cricket.com.au quoted de Villiers as saying.



The Indian women’s team registered an emphatic 10wicket win over Zimbabwe in the quadrangular series here on Friday. Zimbabwe women, who elected to bat, were all out for 98 in 42.3 overs. Chipo Mugeri was the top-scorer with 34 runs. Deepti Sharma and Poonam Yadav scalped four each. In reply, the Indian women scored the required runs in 16 overs without losing a wicket. Veda Krishnamurthy (50 not out) and Harmanpreet Kaur (39 not out) were at the crease. The scores: Zimbabwe 98 in 42.3 overs (Chipo Mugeri 34, Josephine Nkomo 27, Deepti Sharma four for 17, Poonam Yadav four for 11) lost to India 99 for no loss in 16 overs (Veda Krishnamurthy 50 n.o., Harmanpreet Kaur 39 n.o.).
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IN BRIEF



I prefer to keep sport raw: Stephanie Rice There’s no reason why India can’t be as good as China in swimming, says three-time Olympic champion feel the same, walking out to an Olympic Stadium with the screaming crowd, the energy, winning and achieving. That is why a lot of athletes struggle. When you finish at 24 and 25, all your peers are now further in front. Most of the days now I wake up and think ‘thank god I am not training anymore’. But when you see those old videos, you realise what an achievement three gold medals was. It doesn’t feel real.



N. Sudarshan BENGALURU



When Stephanie Rice quit swimming nearly two years after the London Olympics, it felt rather premature. For, at the 2008 Beijing Olympics, on debut, she had won three gold medals (in 200m IM, 400 IM and 4×200m freestyle relay) and each of them in world-record times. Yet, more than three years since retirement, she says there are no regrets, having achieved “her biggest dream in her very first race.” Now in the city as the Event Ambassador for the TCS World 10k, the 28-year-old spoke on various subjects. Excerpts:



A landmark century for Navjot Kaur HAMILTON



Midfielder Navjot Kaur on Friday reached the milestone of playing 100 international matches for India during the fourth match of the fivematch hockey series against New Zealand here. Navjot made her international debut in 2012 in a series against New Zealand in Napier. ANI



Harinder Pal Sandhu in semifinals MAKATI CITY (THE PHILIPPINES):



Fresh from a title-success in Malaysia last week, Harinder Pal Sandhu marched into the semifinals of the Nissan Makati Open, a PSA world tour event here on Friday. Sandhu defeated seventh seed Tsun Hei Yuen (Hong Kong) 11-9, 11-4, 11-4. Seeded two, Harinder had earlier begun in his characteristic fighting mood by downing compatriot Vijaykumar 15-13, 11-9, 11-8 in the first round late on Thursday. Other results: Quarterfinals: Men: Elvin Keo (Mas) bt Abhay Singh 11-8, 11-4, 15-13; Women: Deon Saffery (Wal) bt Akanksha Salunkhe 11-7, 11-3, 11-2.



Was it hard to stay focused after Beijing?



I wouldn’t say I lost focus but it just became a balancing act of trying to fit everything in, making everybody happy and still get the performance out of me. The difference was that I was the reigning champion going into London and in Beijing I was just another person in the team.



What is the hardest part of being an Olympic athlete?



It was going from being a normal person to being someone that everyone recognised overnight. No one can prepare you for that. What’s going through your mind a minute or 30 seconds before a race?



Not a lot. A minute or 30 seconds before a race when I am on the pool deck, I am



Contented: Legendary Australian swimmer Stephanie Rice says she has no regrets. *



K. MURALI KUMAR



looking at the board, my name. I am not looking at the crowd, because I just want to focus on what’s next. The immediate thing. It almost becomes a feeling when you put your headphones on and you can’t hear anything else



around you. Why did you retire early?



I was mentally exhausted six months before London. I know it’s impossible to feel motivated every session. But as a whole if I am not enjoy-



ing it, then I am not going to do it. I started feeling that. I couldn’t do everything that my teammates were doing. How hard was it to come back to the normal life?



It was hard. Nothing will ever



Magistero for Karnataka Police Cup



Bogeys derail Aditi’s irst round



BENGALURU: Magistero, who has been well prepared, is expected to score in the Karnataka Police Cup (1,400m), the feature event of the races to be held here on Saturday (May 20). False rails (width about 4m from 1,600m to the winning post) will be in position.



WILLIAMSBURG (USA)



Getting back to action after nearly a month, Indian golfer Aditi Ashok was sailing fine till a bogey-bogey finish derailed her first round in the Kingsmill Championship here. The 19-year-old, playing her rookie year on the LPGA, carded one-under 70 to be tied-34th. Aditi started well with three birdies in first seven holes and was threeunder through seven holes. She parred the next nine to be three-under with two to play. She bogeyed the 17th and 18th and ended at 70.



1



LADY GIBRALTAR PLATE (1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 2.00 p.m.: 1. Masters Glory (4) A. Merchant 60, 2. Internal Affair (5) Rajesh Kumar 58.5, 3. Thundersquall (7) S.A. Amit 58, 4. Amazing Love (1) Antony Raj 57, 5. Blazing Faith (3) Rayan Ahmed 57, 6. Galino (2) D. Patel 56.5, 7. Majestical (8) Srinath 56 and 8. Happy Dancing (6) M. Kumar 51. 1. MAJESTICAL, 2. AMAZING LOVE, 3. INTERNAL AFFIAR



2



ASTOUNDING PLATE (Div. II), (1,200m), rated 15 to 35, 4-y-o & over, 2.30: 1. Wrekin (2) R. Manish 60, 2. Sharonleon (8) R. Pradeep 58, 3. High Hawk (-) (-) 56.5, 4. Golden Success (4) Jagadeesh 56, 5. Precious Moments (1) Raja Rao 56, 6. Ramon (6) A. Ramu 56, 7. Zafrina (7) Suraj Narredu 56, 8. Love For Life (5) Nikhil Naidu 55.5, 9. High Profile (3) R. Anand 54.5, 10. Hidden Deal (9) Rajesh Kumar



Harikrishna loses to Gelland MOSCOW



Indian Grandmaster P. Harikrishna went down fighting to Greek GM Boris Gelfland in the sixth round of the Moscow FIDE Grand Prix at the DI Telegraph here. With three more rounds to go, Harikrishna is currently placed 16th on the leaderboard with a total of 2.5 points in his kitty. PTI



54 and 11. Cashmere (10) Sujit Kumar P 53.5. 1. ZAFRINA, 2. LOVE FOR LIFE, 3. GOLDEN SUCCESS SOUTHERN EMPIRE TROPHY (1,400m), maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms), 3.00: 1. Master Of War (1) P.S. Chouhan 56, 2. Perfect Stride (7) Rajesh Kumar 56, 3. Shaman (2) P. Trevor 56, 4. Spot Light (6) Akshay Kumar 56, 5. Castanea (5) S. John 54.5, 6. Ginger Benz (8) R. Ajinkya 54.5, 7. So Mi Dar (3) Akshay 54.5 and 8. Turf Magic (4) Ashok Kumar 54.5. 1. SHAMAN, 2. CASTANEA, 3. SO MI DAR SIR M. VISVESVARAYA MEMORIAL CUP (1,200m), rated 45 to 65, 3.30: 1. Fair Game (5) Shobhan 60, 2. Gypsy (3) Suraj Narredu 59.5, 3. Top Striker (6) S. John 59, 4. Anantara (11) Vishal N Bunde 58.5, 5. Siobhan (8) A. Sandesh 58.5, 6. Dream Star (4) Rayan Ahmed 57, 7. That’s My Class (7) Md. Ismail 55.5, 8. Virat (9) Chetan Kalay 55.5, 9. Ambleside (-) (-) 55, 10. Siyouni (1) M. Ayyar 55, 11. Havelock Princess (2) P.S. Chouhan 54.5 and 12. Krieger (10) Akshay Kumar 53. 1. GYPSY, 2. FAIR GAME, 3. SIOBHAN



3



4



ARCHERY



Indian compound team enters inal



India U-17 stuns Italy NEW DELHI



The India Under-17 squad stunned Italian U-17 2-0 in Arizo, Italy, on Friday. Strikes by Abhijit Sarkar (31st) and Rahul Praveen (80th) led their team to a massive win over the Azzuri in a match largely dominated by the Indian Colts. India shot into lead in the 31st minute when Sarkar’s cross took a wicked deflection off the Italian defence line and ended up in the back of the net. PTI



Shanghai



play-off in the mixed pairs event.



The Indian men’s compound archery team on Friday advanced to the final of the season’s first World Cup here. The team, comprising Abhishek Verma, Chinna Raju Srither and Amanjeet Singh, made the title round after getting the better of USA’s Reo Wilde, Steve Anderson and Braden Gellenthien 232-230 in a closely-fought semifinal. Abhishek then coupled with Jyothi Surekha Vennam to enter the bronze medal



Bowing out early However, recurve archers, including Olympians Atanu Das and Deepika Kumari, cut a sorry figure as they bowed out of their respective events early. India, seeded fourth, will take on 10th seed Colombia in Saturday’s summit clash. In the mixed pairs bronze medal match, Verma and Jyothi meet USA. The duo lost to secondseeded Korea 152-58 in the semifinals.



Press Trust of India



TV PICKS NBA: Sony Six & Six HD, 5.30 a.m. & 8 a.m. (Sunday)
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KARNATAKA POLICE CUP (1,400m), rated 60 & above, 4.00: 1. Rafa (8) Srinath 60, 2. Topspot (7) K. Nazil 57, 3. Speed Hawk (5) Rayan Ahmed 56.5, 4. Ayrton (6) Antony Raj 56, 5. Spirit And Truth (4) Nazerul Alam 54.5, 6. Royal Sceptre (2) Vishal N Bunde 54, 7. Magistero (1) A. Sandesh 52.5, 8. Mountbatten (10) S.A. Amit 52, 9. Taqdeer Ka Badshah (9) Chetan Kalay 52 and 10. Burnished Gold (3) Sai Kiran 51. 1. MAGISTERO, 2. ROYAL SCEPTRE, 3. RAFA



6



KUNIGAL STUD PLATE (1,200m), rated 30 to 50, 5-y-o & over, 4.30: 1. Shining Magic (9) M. Naveen 60, 2. Mariko (8) Suraj Narredu 57.5, 3. Powerscourt (4) S. John 56, 4. Prazsky (10) Chetan Gowda 56, 5. Stellar Ambition (7) S.A. Amit 56, 6. Rare And Bold (1) K. Nazil 55.5, 7. James Bond (5) A. Merchant 54.5, 8. Manta Ray (6) Rayan Ahmed 54.5, 9. Wings Of Fortune (2) Rajesh Kumar 53 and 10. What A Nice Man (3) K. Mukesh 52.5. 1. MARIKO, 2. SHINING MAGIC, 3. RARE AND BOLD



7



DUPONT PLATE (1,600m), rated 30 to 45, 4-y-o & over, 5.00: 1. Areca Cruise (5) S. John



Did you think of a comeback?



Never! Once you have won an Olympic gold, going to one [event] and coming in third doesn’t feel successful to me. One in a billion people win an Olympic gold so it was too much of a



gamble to be spending another four years of my life dedicating to sport. In your time, the polyurethane bodysuits increased speeds and were later outlawed. Recently Nike’s special shoes with Carbon-fibre plates were used to try and break the 2-hour barrier in the Marathon. How do you see this?



Sometimes technology can bridge the gap between those who work really hard and the rest. That’s unfortunate. I very much prefer to keep it raw. I would have just loved to compete in a training costume or whatever really basic and let the performance speak for itself. Is India a sleeping giant?



There’s no reason why India can’t be as good as China in swimming. You can’t tell me that a country with this many people doesn’t have talent. I think it’s about making the commitment, putting in facilities, funding to have good programmes and coaches.



Indian women lose again Press Trust of India Hamilton



The Indian women’s hockey team suffered its fourth straight defeat of the tour to host New Zealand in the penultimate contest of the five-match series. The results: New Zealand 3 (Rachael McCann 14, 26, Tessa Jopp 17) bt India 0.



Three Indians in joint third Sports Bureau Chengdu



Vidit Gujrathi moved into the joint third place with five points at the end of the seventh round of the Asian chess championship. S.P. Sethuraman and B. Adhiban are also on five. On 4.5 are Aravindh Chithambaram, Deep Sengupta, Karthikeyan Murali and Surya Shekhar Ganguly. In the women’s event, R. Vaishali is joint-second with 5.5 points from seven rounds, alongside Gulishkan Nakhbayeva of Kazakhstan.
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\ DELHI ROUND-UP \



60, 2. Bazinga (2) Chetan Kalay 58.5, 3. Cadillac Sky (3) Jagadeesh 58.5, 4. First Step (4) Arshad Alam 58, 5. Star Comrade (7) Akshay Kumar 58, 6. Tuscano (1) Neeraj 58, 7. Tanoura (8) Suraj Narredu 57.5, 8. Lamrei (6) Srinath 56, 9. Secret Pursuit (10) Indrajeet Singh 56 and 10. Proudprince (9) R. Pradeep 55. 1. TANOURA, 2. LAMREI, 3. STAR COMRADE
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ASTOUNDING PLATE (Div. I), (1,200m), rated 15 to 35, 4-y-o & over, 5.30: 1. Dagobert (8) S.A. Amit 60, 2. I Smile (10) M. Naveen 60, 3. Tamara (2) Rayan Ahmed 59, 4. Fotogenic (6) A. Ramu 57, 5. Cool Springs (9) Shobhan 56, 6. Flicka (1) Vishal N Bunde 56, 7. Girl With Pearl (7) A. Imran Khan 56, 8. Happy Hours (4) Sai Kiran 56, 9. Loveisintheair (3) Rajesh Kumar 54.5 and 10. Roaring Thunder (5) A. Merchant 54. 1. GIRL WITH PEARL, 2. COOL SPRINGS, 3. DAGOBERT Day’s best: SHAMAN Double: MAGESTICAL - GYPSY Jkt: 4, 5, 6, 7 and 8; Tr (i): 3, 4 and 5; (ii): 6, 7 and 8.



Seven-wicket win for Haryana CA



Kartik Pawar three for 42).



Haryana Cricket Academy defeated Rohtak Road Gymkhana by seven wickets to move into the prequarterfinals of the 44th all-India Goswami Ganesh Dutt memorial cricket tournament. The scores: RRG 148 in 40



Sampoorn Tripathi picked up five wickets for just six runs as MRV Academy Dwarka scored a nine-wicket win over Ganga International School in the fifth ACE under-12 cricket tournament. The scores: Ganga



overs (Raunak Dabas three for 28) lost to HCA 150 for three in 25.1 overs (Rajat Paliwal 58 not out, Akhil Kohar 54 not out).



International School 115 in 22.2 overs (Piyush Mittal 57, Sampoorn Tripathi five for six) lost to MRV Academy 116 for one in 19.2 overs (Sarthak Roy 76 not out).



RSCC beats NSCC Ran Star CC (RSCC) beat NSCC by 52 runs in the first Admiral cricket league. The scores: RSCC 245 for nine in 40 overs (Sanchit Batra 68, Vaibhav Kandpal 62) bt NSCC 193 in 34.2 overs (Ananya Dev Singh 49, Siddarth Sharma 49, Tejas Baroka three for 41,



Superb spell by Tripathi



Narrow win for Vidya Bharti Vidya Bharti Academy defeated NSG Academy by one wicket in the Nawab under-16 cricket tournament. For the losing side, Aman Kumar picked up six wickets.



The scores: NSG Academy 87 in 26.3 overs (Sahdev Singh 31, Charkeet Singh three for six, Yashveer Singh three for 14) lost to Vidya Bharti Academy 88 for nine in 18.3 overs (Jaskaran Singh 29, Aman Kumar six for 20).



Easy for MAA Devashish Vashishth scored 64 runs and Uday Malyan picked up four wickets as Maharaja Agarsen Academy (MAA) posted a 77-run win over Airliner Academy in the first Advocate Manna Lal Sharma memorial under-16 cricket tournament. The scores: MAA 249 for nine in 40 overs (Devashish Vashishth 64, Shashank Gupta 57, Manan Bhardwaj 37, Piyush Kumar three for 40) bt Airliner Academy 172 in 25.3 overs (Varun Kumar 46, Uday Malyan four for 16, Manan Bhardwaj three for 17).



Goel assures better facilities Scholarships, training for 1,000 children Special Correspondent NEW DELHI



Sports Minister Vijay Goel on Friday reiterated his commitment to developing sports at the grassroots through the recently-developed Talent Search Portal. He also gave the assurance that poor facilities and maintenance of existing venues would be taken care of at the earliest. Asking kids aged eight years and above to directly upload their videos and achievements on the TSP, Goel said the final 1,000 kids shortlisted and selected would be awarded scholar-



ships and adopted for further training at Sports Authority of India centres. “I have issued strict instructions to the venue administrators. I made a flying visit during the wrestling event and I will be making more such surprise visits across venues during all future events,” Goel said, referring to the poor conditions at the Indira Gandhi Indoor Complex during the recent Asian wrestling championships. Accompanied by Manipur Chief Minister Biren Singh and other sports personalities, Goel was speaking at the launch of a 25-foot football



blow-up to popularise the upcoming FIFA Under-17 World Cup, to be held at six venues across the country, from October 6-28. The launch was part of a mini football fest organised as part of promotional activities ahead of the World Cup. Incidentally, the Jawaharlal Nehru Stadium here is one of the six venues for the World Cup, but poor conditions there forced the AFI to shift the Federation Cup athletics next month to Patiala. While Biren is a former India player, also present on the occasion included cricketer Mohammed Kaif and pugilist Vijender Singh.



Launching dreams: Union Minister of Sports and Youth Afairs Vijay Goel, centre, Manipur Chief Minister N. Biren Singh, boxer Vijender Singh and cricketer Mohammed Kaif at the FIFA U-17 World Cup launch. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA *
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THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12012 1



2



3



4



5



6



7



8



9 10



11



12



15



19



20



21



22 23



24



2 Tame hen perhaps found in marshes (7)



13 Raced back with speed to tell a story (7)



3 Open wonderful store, inally to buy and sell excessively (9)



15 Wit conceals American President’s initial tension (8)



16 17



18



12 It is protected by King perhaps, rebellious and strong (7)



14 It could make one go in disguise inally, with false name (5)



13



14



(set by KrisKross)



25



26



28



29



20 Spoke about wearing an ornament (5)



8 Reportedly saves many people (6)



25 Cyclone, in ultimately hot season, moves north to south (7) 26 Rule broken by Oriental mathematician (5)



■ ACROSS 1 Dim Ron maybe a stupid person (6) 4 Scold a pretty girl holding man's leg (8) 10 Gambler’s away to become more wealthy (6,3) 11 Lion, say, returning again to feed (5)



CM YK



6 Coveted award in hero’s career (5) 7 Crying damaged retinas (2,5)



27



27 One very wild animal kept at quarantine (9)



9 A part of "Murder in Retrospect" novel is set here — right inside an English county (14) 16 Time to command heartlessly: “Kill!” (9) 17 Charm ten different people to consume a bit of narcotic (8)



28 Sounds like girl’s kidnapped in error (8)



19 Stupid people inally learn a lot (7)



29 Not worried about cutting corners (6)



21 Tedious working in the open air (7)



■ DOWN



22 River starting to swell — run inside! (6)



1 Unimportant people in an empty battleield (8)



Yoga of equanimity



5 Fears detention possibly, or an expulsion of sorts? (14)



18 Secret auditor helps to maintain balance (5,3)



23 Metaphors to describe University bands (7)



FAITH



SUDOKU



24 Place a jacket (5)



Solution to puzzle 12011 R E V E A L E D



I D I I S A P P P V E A F R



P O C C E A T UM I E C O L



E R I I B B R O N R E A G Y U P T M I A O N



S D L E S A C E I N D M E D Y A E S I I A



D O R A L H S S U B N T R B A C T S L



U B L G A N S K E L T S S T T H R R O A S T



T F U L I A I N S T A E I L L S T I N G E H A R E A V M R O OM U E U S E R L E A Y E D



Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku



Among the many sterling qualities of a devotee detailed by Krishna, equanimity is shown to be the key to peaceful living in this world, pointed out Sri K. Ramasubramania Sarma in a discourse. Though karma, jnana and bhakti are explained in detail to Arjuna to clear his confusion and show him the right path to be chosen at that point of time, there are many tips for the practice of yoga in everyday life as well. Normally all beings are caught by the effects of joy, sorrow, fear or anxiety in the course of their life. It is not easy to ignore these and when one succumbs to them one’s mental peace is lost in the wilderness. The Gita makes it clear that yoga is not only the practice of meditation of the Pranava or the form of the Lord; it is a mental state to be cultivated to tackle the problems of life. He is a greater yogi who has no hatred to any being in this world. He tries to remain a friend to all and develop a feeling of compassion towards them. He tries to be free of ahamkara and mamakara, two strong forces within oneself that bind one to samsara. He tries to understand that joy and sorrow are passing phases in one’s life and are the effect of one’s past karma. So he tries to be patient at all times and slowly learns to maintain a mental poise and equanimity. He gradually learns to transcend the turns of fortune in his life by practice of this mental discipline through every moment of his life. This steadfastness is attainable to one who knows the Lord as the creator and sustainer of the entire creation and whose only aim is to always pay obeisance to that Supreme Lord. It is also the practice of karma yoga that frees one from bondage. A ND-ND
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Sharapova to not seek wildcard



M



aria Sharapova has opted to not seek a wildcard into the main draw at Wimbledon this year, choosing instead to try and win a spot via the qualifiers. “Because of my improved ranking after the first three tournaments of my return, I will also be playing the qualifying of Wimbledon in Roehampton, and will not be requesting a wild-card into the main draw,” Sharapova said on Friday in a statement on her website.



Rampant Spurs smother the Foxes Kane and Son make merry at Leicester



IOA will cooperate with CBI PRESS TRUST OF INDIA



Two giants to bid adieu to the game Agencies Berlin



Bayern Munich will bid farewell to two giants of the game when the Bundesliga season winds up on Saturday evening. For the fifth season in a row Bayern will be presented with the Bundesliga trophy at the Allianz Arena.It will be the final appearance for Philipp Lahm, 33, and Spaniard Xabi Alonso, 35. The fact that he has collected more titles than yellow cards, and never received a red card, are astonishing. In 2008, Spanish giant FC Barcelona was eager to sign a footballer that would have enriched Barca’s dominant passing game. Lahm said he seriously thought about moving and talked to Barcelona. In the end though he decided to stay — a decision he said he has never regretted.



NEW DELHI



The Indian Olympic Association said it will cooperate with the CBI in an enquiry into allegations of nepotism and favouritism in sending two “unqualified” medical professionals with the squad to the Rio Olympics. It is alleged that Pawandeep Singh and R.S. Negi did not have the requisite qualification and experience but were sent to Rio. “The IOA will assist the CBI in the enquiry,” said IOA secretary-general Rajeev Mehta.



Ravi Kumar inishes ifth Sports Bureau Munich



Ravi Kumar made an impression with a qualification score of 629.3 in air rifle in the shooting World Cup here, but a shaky start in the final saw him end up in fifth place. Satyendra Singh (623.9) and Deepak Kumar (617.8) finished 46th and 84th. In the women’s 25m sports pistol, Rahi Sarnobat (290), Surabhi Pathak (284) and Muskan (281) went through the precision stage in which 295 out of 300 was the best score. The MQS shooters Annu Raj Singh (568) and Chinki Yadav (559) finished the full course. In the men’s 50m free pistol, Prakash Nanjappa, Amanpreet Singh and Jitu Rai made the qualification phase. MQS shooters Om Prakash Mitharval and Arun shot 559 and 557. The results: Men: 10m air rifle: 1. Sergey Kamenskiy (Rus) 250.9 WR (629.2), 2. Vladimir Maslennikov (Rus) 250.4 (629.3), 3. Vitali Bubnovich (Blr) 228.9 (630.2).



Unstoppable: Tottenham’s Harry Kane, left, heads in his second goal against Leicester in the Premier League. REUTERS *



Associated Press LEICESTER



Harry Kane scored four goals in Tottenham Hotspur’s 6-1 rout of Leicester City on Thursday, ensuring the Premier League runnerup is closing out the season with a swagger despite missing out on the title. Kane will enter the final day of the season on Sunday in pole position to finish as top-scorer, with the striker now on 26 league goals two more than Everton’s Romelu Lukaku. Despite missing three months of the season through injury, Kane has scored 32 times in all competitions. Kane’s opener was set up by Son Heung-min, who scored Tottenham’s other two goals to become the highest-scoring South Korean in a single European season. Son has 21 goals in all competitions this season. Tottenham, which plays at relegated Hull in the final day of the season on Sunday,



Record third on the trot for Juventus Agence France-Presse Rome



Dani Alves and Leonardo Bonucci struck one apiece as treble-chasing Juventus secured a record third successive Italian Cup with a 2-0 victory over Lazio at the Stadio Olimpico on Wednesday. Juventus, which won a league and Cup double the past two seasons, can clinch a record sixth con-



is seven points behind newly crowned champion Chelsea. Tottenham was rampant as it sealed a 13th win in its last 16 games in all competitions, having already cemen-



Indian girls triumph Sports Bureau Kathmandu



The Indian girls’ team defeated Sri Lanka 3-0 in the final of the South Asian under-12 qualifying tennis tournament on Friday. Bangladesh won the boys’ title, beating Nepal, which had earlier upset India. After losing the semifinals and missing the chance to qualify for the Asian under-12 tournament at Kazakhstan, the Indian boys outplayed Bhutan. The top two teams in the boys and girls’ events qualified for the Asian under-12 final in November. The



results:



Boys:



Final:



Bangladesh bt Nepal 3-0 (Md. Roman Hossain bt Aarav Samrat Hada 6-3, 6-2; Mahadi Hasan Alve bt Aryan Giri 6-2, 6-3; Md. Roman Hossain & Zubaed Utsho bt Aarav Samrat Hada & Aki Zuben Rawat 6-3, 6-3). Third place: India bt Bhutan 3-0 (Krishang Raghuvanshi bt Thinley Dorji 6-0, 6-0; Ayshman Arjeria bt Jigme Norbu 6-1, 6-0; Ayushman Arjeria & N. Balaji Nallusamy bt Thinley Dorji & Jigme Norbu 6-0, 6-0). Girls: Final: India bt Sri Lanka 3-0 (Sweta Samanta bt Dewmini Warnasuriya 6-0, 6-0; Anjali Rathi bt Heshani Imanga 6-1, 6-1; Shruti Ahlawat & Anjali Rathi bt Heshani Imanga & Dewmini Warnasuriya 6-0, 6-0).



secutive Serie A title — and a record third double — with victory at home to Crotone on Sunday. Massimiliano Allegri’s men also face Real Madrid in the Champions League final in Cardiff on June — and on this showing the Spanish giant will have cause for concern. The result: Juventus 2 (Dani Alves 12, Leonardo Bonucci 24) bt Lazio 0.



ted second place. The result: Leicester City 1 (Chilwell 59) lost to Tottenham Hotspur 6 (Kane 25, 63, 88, 90+2, Son Heung-min 36, 71).



Thiem inally gets Nadal Alexander Zverev beats ifth seed Raonic, Isner upsets No. 6 Cilic dova advanced to the semifinals with a 6-4, 6-1 win over Sara Wrrani and Martina Trevisan.



Agencies Rome



After suffering defeats to the ‘King of Clay’ in the finals at the Barcelona Open and at the Madrid Masters, Dominic Thiem outplayed Rafael Nadal, beating him 6-4, 6-3 in the quarterfinals of the Rome Masters here on Friday. In a match-up of the two best clay-courters — Thiem is 17-3 on the dirt so far — this season, the young Austrian snapped Nadal’s 17-match winning streak, which has included triumphs at Monte Carlo, Barcelona and Madrid. The Spaniard will now focus on Roland Garros where he will aim for a record shattering 10th title. Earlier, Alexander Zverev defeated fifth seed Milos Raonic 7-6(4), 6-1, and the unseeded John Isner rode



A strong statement: After losing twice in two weeks to the Spaniard, Dominic Thiem ensured that Rafael Nadal would not head to Roland Garros unbeaten on clay this year. AP *



ITALIAN OPEN his big serve to yet another big win, defeating sixth seed Marin Cilic 7-6(3), 2-6, 7-6(2) in the quarterfinals. In the women’s tourna-



ment, Anett Kontaveit’s brilliant run ended with a 6-2, 6-4 quarterfinal defeat at the hands of sixth seed Simona Halep. In doubles action, Sania Mirza and Yaroslava Shve-



The results: Men: Quarterfinals: Dominic Thiem bt Rafael Nadal 6-4, 6-3; Alexander Zverev bt Milos Raonic 7-6(4), 6-1; John Isner bt Marin Cilic 76(3), 2-6, 7-6(2). Third round: Dominic Thiem bt Sam Querrey 3-6, 6-3, 7-6(7); Rafael Nadal bt Jack Sock 6-3, 6-4; Juan Martin del Potro bt Kei Nishikori 7-6(4), 6-3, Doubles: Second round: Rohan Bopanna & Pablo Cuevas bt Feliciano Lopez & Marc Lopez 4-6, 7-6(7), [10-8]. Women: Quarterfinals: Simona Halep bt Anett Kontaveit 6-2, 6-4; Kiki Bertens bt Daria Gavrilova 6-3, 6-3: Elina Svitolina bt Karolina Pliskova 6-2, 7-6(9). Third round: Garbine Muguruza bt Julia Goerges 7-5, 6-4. Doubles: Quarterfinals: Sania Mirza & Yaroslava Shvedova bt Sara Errani & Martina Trevisan 6-4, 6-1.



Purav-Divij duo beats Paes-Lipski Sports Bureau Bordeaux



Third seeds Purav Raja and Divij Sharan breezed past second seeds Leander Paes and Scott Lipsky winning 6-2, 6-3 in the semifinals of the €106,000 Challenger tennis tournament here on Friday. In the $75,000 Challenger in Samarkand, Uzbekistan, Prajnesh Gunneswaran and Vishnu Vardhan were beaten 7-6 (2), 6-3 in the final by Laurynas Grigelis and Zdenek Kolar.



Those in the GST Council have done injustice to racing: Surender Reddy SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT CHENNAI



The proposed Goods and Services Tax (GST) on racing has evoked strong reactions from several leading race club managements in the country. The Hindu caught up with leaders of various clubs to get their views on racing being in the highest tax bracket of 28 per cent. Surender Reddy, Chairman, Hyderabad Race Club: All I can say is that those sitting in the GST Council have done injustice to racing. The Supreme Court has clearly said racing is a game of skill, and is not gambling. You cannot equate racing with lottery. Here we have trainers preparing expensive horses and jockeys riding them, there is a lot of skill involved. How can any race club in India pay 28 per cent tax? We will have to retrench 50 per cent staff and ultimately have to shut shop. Every race club in India provides jobs to around 10,000 people. R. Ramakrishnan, Chairman, Madras Race Club: The entire racing industry was looking forward to a reasonable GST, at either 14 or 18 per cent. It is, however, a shock to the industry that it CM YK



has been fixed at 28 per cent, the maximum slab possible. It is going to cause untold suffering in terms of hardship and employment of thousands of people dependent on racing in the country. Unless the GST council takes a pragmatic view and lowers the slab, the entire industry is doomed. As far as the Madras Race Club is concerned, we are already paying 26.25 per cent as taxes. So the impact is likely to be minimal as compared to the other race centres such as Mysore and Bangalore which are paying only four and eight per cent respectively. We, however, are looking forward to the final detail of what exactly the tax is going to be, whether on principal, on turnover, or the betting ticket. We also hope there would be no other cess or surcharges along with the taxes. Vivek Jain, Chairman, Royal Western India Turf Club: As you are aware, we have been working on getting favourable terms for the racing industry for several months. Turf Authorities of India (TAI) gave me the responsibility to lead the all-India del-



egation, and meetings were held with the Finance Minister as well as important bureaucrats in the GST Council. We also held meetings with the tax commissioners of all the major racing States and Finance Ministers of various racing States. The bureaucrats were presented with several facts about the industry: 1. Racing is a sport, 2. It is not a lottery, 3. The weighted average all-India betting tax is 7.5 per cent so anything higher would be detrimental and not revenue neutral, 4. A higher tax will result in a flight to illegal bookmakers. Our plea that the GST be charged on the earning (commission) and not face values does not seem to have found favour. We have not got the official notification whether the 28 per cent is on betting or on the race club’s other income. We also have to examine the benefit of input tax credit paid by RWITC, though it is not expected to be significant. There is ambiguity on whether tax on betting has been notified or not, and if there will be a separate classification for totalisator betting. A 28 per cent tax on betting, if final, will be dis-



astrous for Mysore and Bangalore, but bad for the RWITC too. The sport is going through bad times and this will come as a further setback. A chairman’s meeting has been called for next week to take stock of what the industry can do. Hanumantha Prasad, Chairman, Mysore Race Club: We don’t know what exactly it is going to be... whether it will be on commission value or the ticket value. If it is on commission value, then the race clubs can manage 28 per cent. But if it is on ticket value, they will really suffer. Unlike a lottery, where there is a single winner, there are multiple winners in racing. Let’s say if horse No. 5 wins, there could be 5,000 or 10,000 people betting on that particular horse. Racing will be hit hard. Yethiraj Jagannathan, Chairman, Bangalore Race Club: We don’t have any clarity yet. They have clubbed us together with cinema houses and luxury hotels. We have an entrance fee of Rs. 20 for the race club here, while a cinema house charges around Rs. 200 per ticket. I am still trying to find out the compete details. A ND-ND
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Netlix heckled at Okja première in Cannes At the end of the commotion, which included a technical hitch that halted screening for a few minutes, the ilm got good reviews Namrata Joshi Cannes



It hasn’t quite been a smooth debut for Netflix at this year’s Cannes Film Festival. The federation of French theatre owners had been protesting against the fact that the two Netflix films — Bong Joon-ho’s Okja and Noah Baumbach’s The Meyerowitz Stories — that are competing for the Palme d’Or wouldn’t be released in local theatres but straightaway streamed online. It made the festival declare that it would change its rules to make all future competition films commit to theatrical distribution in France. On Friday, a projection glitch occurred a few minutes into the première of the much anticipated Okja. As the charged audience booed and hooted against the faulty aspect ratio, the film had to be stopped and restarted. But things ended happily with the film proving to be quite an audience darling.



Okja starts off with Mirando Corporation in New York unveiling its plan to rear 26 ‘super piglets’ in its different partner countries. All in an attempt to build a new livestock species over ten years to solve the world’s food problem.



An emotional turn In Korea, their best laid plans take an unexpected emotional turn. A simple tale of the unfathomable love between a child and her pet, a futuristic allegory about unethical livestock farming and engineered genetic mutations, a dark satire that throws darts at both animal rights activists and meat eaters, Okja is all this and more. Yes, it is over the top in its caricatures, there is good sprinkling of scatological humour, and it has a predictable pattern in its relationship explorations. But ultimately nothing is sacrosanct in its outrageous, crazy world. The nostalgia for the old, more organic ways of life in



In the limelight: Director Bong Joon-ho with actors Tilda Swinton, Ahn Seo-hyun and Jake Gyllenhaal during the Okja photocall at Cannes. (Right) Actor Shruti Haasan in an Avaro Figlio dress for the launch of Sangamithra. PASCAL LE SEGRETAIN/GETTY IMAGES/@SHRUTZHAASAN *



the mountains of Korea gets nicely offset by the young village resident’s curiosity for “retina display”.



Rahman’s day out If I were to borrow the hashtag vocabulary then #TIL, aka today I learnt, that a globe-trotter like A.R. Rahman has never been to



Cannes before. “I have been to Nice and Monaco, have been called three-four times by the festival but was somehow never able to make it,” he said in a short informal chat at the Majestic Beach in Cannes. He made a quick trip to Cannes from the U.S. to launch the mega budget



Tamil film Sangamithra, for which he is music composer. It’s also the first Cannes outing for Sangamithra’s protagonist, actor Shruti Haasan. Two days at the festival and she says she hasn’t been able to watch any films: “It’s been all about dressing up, putting on make-up, talking



about the film and then again dressing up, putting on make-up and talking about the film.” Haasan is at Cannes till Monday and does hope to catch a film or two. Both consider Cannes an important platform for their film. “It’s a good sign,” says the actor. For Rahman, the film is based on a universal subject, how it comes together will be important. The reason he came on board for it was because he was “mesmerised by the vision”. “Its trajectory is very interesting. It’s engaging. There is grandness yet warmth to it,” he says, “Any film that is rooted in its culture has a charm of its own.” But music composition for it hasn’t quite started.” “I don’t know what I am going to do. It could come to me on the plane. But if it comes to me straight and simple, I tend to reject it,” he adds. For now it’s his upcoming 55-minute VR feature film that’s occupying all the mind space.



Thailand’s chunky monkey on a diet The macaque had gorged on junk food Associated Press Bangkok



A morbidly obese wild monkey who gorged himself on junk food and soda left behind by tourists in Thailand has been rescued and placed on a strict diet of lean protein, fruits and vegetables. Wildlife officials caught the chunky monkey nicknamed “Uncle Fat” by locals after photos of the animal started circulating on social media last month. Wild monkeys roam free in many parts of Thailand, attracting tourists who feed them and play with them. Most of the monkeys are macaques like Uncle Fat, and they typically weigh around 9 kg. Uncle Fat weighs three times that, tipping the scales at around 26 kg. “It was not easy to catch him,” said Kacha Phukem, the wildlife official who conducted the capture and rescue on April 27.



In therapy: The obese macaque in a rehabilitation centre. AP *



“He was the leader of his pack, and when I tried to go in, I had to fight off a flock of them with sticks.” The subordinate monkeys fed into Uncle Fat’s bad habits. “He had minions and other monkeys bringing food for him but he would also re-distribute it to younger monkeys,” said Supakarn Kaewchot, a veterinarian in charge of the monkey’s diet. “He is now in a critical condition where there is a high risk of heart disease and diabetes.”
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Queen of hearts



Fairy tale ensemble: Aishwarya Rai Bachchan poses in a Michael Cinco dress on the red carpet at the 70th Cannes Film Festival in France on Friday. ANDREAS RENTZ/GETTY IMAGES *



An ‘almost-royal’ wedding in the U.K. Pippa Middleton to marry on Saturday Associated Press London



She played a memorable supporting role at sister Kate’s 2011 wedding, but Pippa Middleton will take centre stage on Saturday at what looks to be the high society event of the year. The 33-year-old is marrying a wealthy financier at the 12th century church of St. Mark’s in the village of Englefield, west of London with a guest list of young royals and reality TV stars looking on. Prince William, a future king, will be there with his wife Kate, now formally known as the Duchess of Cambridge, and their two children, Prince George, 3, and two-year-old Princess Charlotte.



A scenic proposal Pippa’s fiancé is hedge fund manager James Matthews, who proposed last summer during a trip to England’s scenic Lake District. The wealthy Matthews has shunned the spotlight, but his brother Spencer Matthews has compensated for that with his role on the reality TV show Made in Chelsea. He is expected to be the best man. Prince George will be a page boy and Charlotte, at the tender age of two, will be a bridesmaid. It goes without saying that whatever outfits their parents come up with will be closely monitored, and copied by parents with young children for years to come. Less clear is what will happen if George decides it’s tantrum-time or Charlotte turns her back on the wedding party. The Duchess of Cambridge told a palace guest CM YK



Pippa Middleton.



*



AFP



this week that she is hoping for the best but admitted she is a bit concerned her children may act up. Prince William is still being ribbed for his poor behaviour when he stuck out his tongue at one point at his uncle Andrew’s wedding in 1986, when William was just 4. Palace officials say Queen Elizabeth II will not be at the wedding. Prince Charles and his wife Camilla also plan to miss the event, which is drawing only the younger royals.



Harry to bring Markle? Suspense is building over whether Prince Harry will use the occasion to turn the spotlight on his relationship with American actress Meghan Markle, who plays an ambitious paralegal in the U.S. television drama Suits. Though they have rarely gone out in public together, Harry has made his feelings for Markle known. In November, he released an unusual letter calling for the press to stop intruding into her private life and saying he would do everything possible to protect her from unwanted scrutiny. Pippa is expected to wear a traditional, embroidered gown, most likely with the spectacular bead work. A ND-ND
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Night shelter razed by DDA



Too school for cool



Whif of the sea



Business of fashion



The Delhi Development Authority demolishes a night shelter for women and children Page 3



Despite a promising funny start, Hindi Medium eventually dwindles into preachiness Page 4



Sana-di-ge is the latest to join the small group of coastal food restaurants in Delhi Page 5



Le Mill co-founder Cecilia Morelli-Parikh talks about the new Indian luxury shopper Page 6
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IN BRIEF



Mishra levels fresh charges against Kejriwal



Polluting loodplains to invite ₹5,000 ine NGT bans open defecation, dumping of garbage near river



NEW DELHI



Bindu Shajan Perappadan



Continuing his charges against Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convenor and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, sacked Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra on Friday alleged the former had opposed demonetisation as he was connected to hawala operatives. He also said Mr. Kejriwal is using businessman Mukesh Kumar as a dummy who is making false claims of having made contributions to the party.



NEW DELHI



CITY



쑺 PAGE 2
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Activists hit out at IIMC over seminar by Kalluri NEW DELHI



Former students of the Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC) have written to the administration of the institute expressing concern over the participation of former Bastar Inspector-General S. R. P. Kalluri at a seminar being organised on campus. He is scheduled to speak at a seminar on “Nationalistic Journalism in Current Perspective”. CITY



쑺 PAGE 2
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ED attaches property in money laundering case NEW DELHI



The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has provisionally attached agricultural land here worth about ₹1.12 crore belonging to two brothers, who have been accused of money laundering using shell companies. The agency has also iled a charge sheet against the accused. The action was taken on the basis of a probe conducted by the SFIO, which alleged that the accused had laundered ₹3,790 crore. CITY 쑺 PAGE 4 DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD



The National Green Tribunal (NGT) on Friday banned open defecation and dumping of waste on the Yamuna floodplains and announced an environment compensation of ₹5,000 for those who violate the order. The directions came on a plea seeking implementation of the “Maili se Nirmal Yamuna Revitalisation Project 2017”. “We issue prohibitory orders in furtherance to the judgment dated January 13, 2015, that no waste of any kind and open defecation will be permitted around the water bodies and the floodplains of river Yamuna,” noted the Bench.



Pollution sources The Delhi government and the municipal corporations were directed to immediately take action against industries which operate in residential areas and are a major source of pollution to the river. “The authorities, including the police, shall take stringent action against defaulting persons and every defaulter would be liable to pay an environment compensation of ₹5,000 per incident,” a Bench headed by NGT Chairperson Justice Swatanter Kumar said. The green panel further said that almost 67% of the pollutants reaching the Yamuna would be treated by the sewage treatment plants at Delhi Gate and Najafgarh under Phase 1 of the “Maili se Nirmal Yamuna Revitalisation Project 2017”. Committee formed The court also constituted a committee headed by the Delhi Jal Board CEO to oversee the execution of work



Dirty picture: Garbage piled up on the Yamuna loodplains. *



FILE PHOTO: SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA



are happy that < > We the NGT is continuously monitoring the Yamuna issue. But the agencies concerned have to show their will in executing the directions Manoj Misra Environmentalist



pertaining to cleaning of the river and asked it to submit reports at regular intervals. Later, the Tribunal was



informed that a total of 14 STP projects are to be constructed. Of these, seven are to be built by the Delhi Jal Board with its own funds.



Najafgarh MLA gets Transport; Seemapuri legislator given Water portfolio New Delhi



AAP MLAs Kailash Gahlot and Rajender Pal Gautam were inducted as Ministers into the Delhi government on Friday. The appointments were made after their names were cleared by President Pranab Mukherjee.



Donning new roles: Kailash Gahlot (left) and Rajender Pal Gautam were appointed on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



Challenges ahead The move triggered a reshuffle in Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal’s Cabinet, with Mr. Gahlot named the city’s new Transport Minister. Mr. Gautam, AAP’s Seemapuri MLA, was given the charge of the Water Ministry, which was formerly



held by sacked AAP member Kapil Mishra. The portfolios were allocated to the Ministers by Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal at the Secretariat. Mr. Kejriwal and Delhi Assembly Speaker Ramniwas Goel were present on the occasion.



*



Transport is expected to emerge as a challenge for Mr. Gahlot, with proposals seeking addition to the DTC bus fleet yet to see the light of the day. Mr. Gahlot, AAP’s Najafgarh MLA, was also allocated the departments of Law and Justice, Information Technology and Administrat-



Taking a cue from Rewari protest, students seek upgrade of their village schools Ashok Kumar GURUGRAM



Taking a cue from the Rewari girls, students of two government schools in Gurugram and Palwal held protests on Friday seeking an upgrade of their institutions to the senior secondary level. At Kadarpur village in Gurugram, a large number of students, including boys, locked the main entrance to their school in the morning and sat on a dharna. The school staff were in for a rude surprise when the students did not allow them to enter the premises.



School gate locked “When I reached the school around 7:30 a.m., I found the main gate locked and the students not allowing anyone to go past them. The teachers later entered the school through the rear gate,” said school headmaster Ranjit Singh. Arti, one of the protesters, said they had to travel around 10 km to a school in neighbouring Badshahpur village and were harassed by boys on their way. “Sometimes we don’t even find conveyance to the school. If the village school is not upgraded, only 10-15 girls would be allowed to continue their studies and the rest will have to drop out,” said the Class X student. Soon, Sohna Block Education Officer Ritu Chaudhary and other officials reached the spot. The students, how-



Lesson taken: Students protest outside their school at Kadapur village in Gurugram on Friday. A similar protest was held in neighbouring Palwal. MANOJ KUMAR



ever, refused to budge despite written assurances from them. “I gave them in writing that their demand for the upgrade had been sent to the government, but they refused to give up the dharna seeking written assurance from the De0puty Commissioner,” said Ms. Chaudhary.



Agitation called off The students called off their agitation in the afternoon after local MLA Tanwar Tejpal spoke to Haryana Education Minister Ram Bilas Sharma and assured them that admissions to Class XI would begin soon after the



summer vacation. Mr. Tejpal said he had requested for an upgrade of four schools in his Assembly constituency in 2015 and two of them had been already upgraded. Mr. Singh said the school met all the norms to be upgraded. “We have a total of 160 students in Classes IX and X against the requisite 150. As per the norms, we need 2 acres of land and 14 classrooms, but we have 2.5 acres and 16 classrooms,” said the headmaster, adding that the request for the upgrade was sent in April, but the confirmation was yet to



come Similarly, students at Saloti village in neighbouring Palwal sat on a dharna seeking an upgrade of their school to the senior secondary level.



Officials take stock “As soon as the local administration got to know about the agitation, the District Education Officer was rushed to the site. I spoke to the Sarpanch and told him to get 40-50 more admissions to meet the norms. The agitation was later called off,” said Palwal Deputy Commissioner Ashok Sharma.



Wastewater cleaning The green panel had on May 1 ordered inspection of the sewage treatment plants at Delhi Gate and Okhla to ensure that wastewater was cleaned before it reached the Yamuna. It had also sought a report with regard to functioning of these plants.



Gahlot, Gautam new Delhi Ministers Staff Reporter



Copycat protest in Gurugram school



ive Reforms, which were earlier held by Deputy Chief Minister Manish Sisodia. Mr. Gautam’s new position brings him challenges, too. The AAP government has promised to provide tap water to every household by the end of this year. He will also handle the departments of Social Welfare and SC/ST Welfare, and Tourism, Art and Culture, besides gurdwara elections.



Weight off shoulders According to an official, some portfolios held by Mr. Sisodia and Mr. Jain were given to the new Ministers as they were “already loaded with several portfolios”.



Free of cost heart valves at Safdarjung Hospital Facility only for BPL card holders Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



All kind of heart valves will be provided free of charge at the Central governmentrun Safdarjung Hospital for patients belonging to the BPL category under the National Illness Fund. An order in this regard was issued by Dr. A.K. Rai, Medical Superintendent, Safdarjung Hospital. Currently, each valve costs around ₹42,000 at the hospital. “As per telephonic directions given by the Director General of Health Services (DGHS), all kinds of implants, disposables and



heart valves used in the department of CTVS (cardio thoracic and vascular surgery) in the hospital will be provided free of cost to all patients,” stated the order dated May 12. Around 20-25 heart valve surgeries are conducted at the hospital every month.



How surgeries work Heart conditions, age-related changes, rheumatic fever, or infections can cause acquired heart valve disease. In the valve replacement surgery, the diseased valve is replaced with a new one.



CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC



Capital warms up for summer festival Delhi Tourism’s month-long ‘Greeshm Utsav’ kicks of at Dilli Haat in Pitampura operating cooler”. The famous Chaau dance from Odisha was another highlight of the day. Visitors also shopped at the venue and gorged on food and drinks. The three-day event is open to the public from 12 noon till 10:00 p.m.



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



Delhi Tourism’s month-long summer festival, “Greeshm Utsav”, started at Dilli Haat in Pitampura on Friday. Various activities such as fabric painting, western dance competition and street plays act were organised on the first day. Punjabi artiste Harsimran Singh Uppal enthralled the visitors with his songs. He later thanked the audience for making the evening memorable for him. The festival also witnessed a play by artistes of Sukhmanch Theatre. There was a one-hour yoga session, CM YK



which was attended by a large number of fitness enthusiasts. The prime attraction was the “world’s largest



Activities on offer On Monday, the festival will shift to another venue. Besides Dilli Haat in Pitampura, the festival will be held at Dilli Haat Janakpuri, Garden of Five Senses, Dilli Haat INA market and HaritIma Tourist Complex, Kanganheri



Various activities such as mobile film photography, RJ classes, origami and painting, and dance competition will be organised. Street plays, kavi sammelan and Comic Con are also a part of the schedule. Further, seminars on women’s safety and career counselling will be held. Artistes like Dilbagh Singh, Surendra Sharma, Nizami Brothers, Javed Ali and DJ Nakul will perform at the festival. The complete schedule is available on the Delhi Tourism website.



A dash of colour: Artistes perform at Dilli Haat in Pitampura on Friday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *
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IN BRIEF



Mishra ires fresh salvo Kejriwal opposed demonetisation due to hawala links, says sacked Minister



Listed for hearing on May 29 at Tis Hazari courts



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Cluster bus staf threaten self-immolation NEW DELHI



Cluster buses drivers and conductors, who are on a strike over non-compliance of the new minimum wage rule, have threatened selfimmolation on Monday. “The government is not paying heed to our demands. So we have decided to immolate ourselves on Monday. We have written to the Chief Minister, Police Commissioner and Labour Minister for permission to self-immolate," Pramod Tomar, president, Audyogik Kamgar Vikas Union, said. PTI



Do not kiss juveniles: WCD manual for staff NEW DELHI



Staffers at government homes for juveniles have been asked not to kiss, hug or fondle children, use abusive language or beat them. “Do not sleep alone with any child or use corporal punishment...,” a code of conduct issued by the Women and Child Development Ministry for staff members of child care institutions states. PTI



10 occultists held for duping people of ₹2 cr. GHAZIABAD



Ten occultists were arrested on Friday by the Sahibabad police for allegedly duping nearly 500 people of ₹2 crore. They would place advertisements in newspapers claiming to have solutions for ‘all problems’. “The accused were running a call centre at Arthla village,” SP City Aakash Tomar said. PTI



Woman gets a 'golden' knee after surgery NEW DELHI



Continuing his tirade against Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) national convenor and Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal, sacked Delhi Minister Kapil Mishra on Friday alleged the former had opposed demonetisation as he was connected to hawala operatives. Referring to his earlier allegation of Mr. Kejriwal having received ₹2 crore in donations and east Delhi businessman Mukesh Kumar’s press meet on Thursday, where he said he had donated the amount through four of “his companies registered in Delhi”, Mr. Mishra said Mr. Kejriwal was using Mr. Kumar as a dummy who is making false claims of having made contributions to the party.



Video uploaded “I donated the money to the AAP because I thought the AAP had come into politics to serve the poor. I have never met Mr. Kejriwal,” Mr. Kumar said in a video that was uploaded on Twitter and re-tweeted by Mr. Kejriwal. “This is all an elaborate ploy to launder money and convert black money into white,” Mr. Mishra said, adding that everything happened with the full knowledge of Mr. Kejriwal. On May 14, Mr. Mishra had alleged that ₹2 crore through four cheques of over ₹50 lakh each was transferred to



New Delhi



Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain filed two separate criminal defamation complaints on Friday at the Tis Hazari courts against former Minister Kapil Mishra and BJP MLA Manjinder Singh Sirsa for levelling graft charges against him. In his complaint against Mr. Mishra, Mr. Jain said the sacked Minister had on May 7 told journalists that he had seen the Health Minister “hand over a bribe of ₹2 crore to Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal on May 5”.



AAP through four shell companies. Showing four letters that he claimed were letters of donations of ₹50 lakh each, he said Mr. Kumar had only signed two of them. “This shows that Mr. Kumar only donated ₹1 crore. Where did the other ₹1 crore come from,” Mishra asked. He also alleged that the entire ₹ 2 crore donation was made a day before the municipal elections last month, which also raised doubts about its genuineness. “When the Income Tax Department asked Mr. Kejriwal where the ₹2 crore had come from, he said he didn’t know. I challenge him to say



that it came from Mr. Kumar,” said Mr. Mishra.



‘Donations concealed’ On May 14, Mr. Mishra had alleged that AAP leaders close to Mr. Kejriwal concealed donations from the public, lied to the Election Commission (EC) and laundered money using 16 shell companies. The AAP has termed these claims as “baseless”, with senior leader Sanjay Singh saying that the BJP and Mr. Mishra were working on the principal that “if you tell a lie a thousand times, it becomes the truth”. He said the AAP had fol-



lowed all rules while accepting donations through proper channels. “All donations have been accepted via bank transactions and not in cash. We have no black money. All of it is declared,” Mr. Singh said, adding that if there were so many cases against the AAP, why would the BJP spare them till now?



‘Somnath Bharti’s dog’ “These are the people who didn’t even spare [former Delhi Minister] Somnath Bharti’s dog. They have been picking up irrelevant issues to target us,” Mr. Singh added.



Party to launch campaign at State-wide convention on Sunday New Delhi



A 60-year-old woman's problem knee has been replaced with what doctors call a golden knee at the AIIMS. “There is no gold in the implant but it’s golden in colour. It’s colbalt chromium with seven layers of special coatings, which act as barrier between the skin and the metal, and wards off allergies and infection," Dr. Rajesh Malhotra of AIIMS said. PTI



Staff Reporter



AAP to strengthen booth-level units: Rai Staff Reporter



AAP Delhi convenor Gopal Rai on Friday announced the ‘Mera booth sabse mazboot’ campaign, which will be launched to strengthen the party. Mr. Rai said the campaign will be launched by the AAP at a State-wide convention, scheduled to be held at Punjabi Bagh Club on Sunday. The announcement comes



after a three-week feedback exercise undertaken by Mr. Rai with various stakeholders of AAP’s Delhi unit.



Organisational structure “The party leadership completed the exercise with newly-elected councillors, candidates who contested the municipal elections, all the MLAs and party officebearers,” Mr. Rai said. He also announced that the AAP was altering it or-



ganisational structure by introducing the role of a mandal adhyaksh for each polling station, apart from the existing structure right from the booth, ward, Assembly and district levels. Stating that all mandal adhyaksh positions will be filled before the convention, he said other office-bearers and the new appointees will also be invited to the event. “The party has decided that every single person as-



sociated with the party — whether the CM, other Ministers or office-bearers — will have to take charge of organisational building in their own polling booth...This is based on feedback that despite performing well the party was unable to communicate its message in every gali-mohalla of the city. This will encourage dialogue and will open channels of communication for improving performance,” he added.



Cloudy weekend in store for Capital It was an overcast Friday in the Capital, with the maximum and minimum temperatures settling at 41.4 and 27.4 degrees Celsius respectively. The temperatures were just a notch above normal for this time of the year.



between 27% and 72% According to the Meteorological Department, cloudy conditions are likely to continue over the weekend. Maximum and minimum temperatures are likely to settle between 40 and 28 degrees Celsius, respectively.



Humidity levels The weather station at Safdarjung recorded 0.5 mm of rain during the day, while other stations across the city recorded trace amounts of precipitation. Humidity levels oscillated



Forecast The weatherman has forecast the possibility of rain, thunderstorm or dust storm on Saturday, and thunderstorms with rain on Sunday and May 22, and rain on May 23.



New Delhi



‘Irreparable damage’ Mr. Jain said his family members and many people from his constituency had questioned him after these “baseless” allegations were made by Mr. Mishra. This, Mr. Jain said, had caused irreparable damage to his reputation. “This is one of his ploys to implicate Ministers of the



‘Kejriwal using MLAs as puppets to ight his battles’ Stand by allegations I levelled in the Assembly, says Sirsa Staff Reporter New Delhi



Accusing him of “using his MLAs as puppets” to fight his battles, BJP Rajouri Garden MLA Manjinder Singh Sirsa on Friday blamed “Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal of attempting to suppress his voice by slapping false and baseless cases against him”.



“Running away” Mr. Sirsa said the case filed against him by Delhi Health Minister Satyendar Jain had once again reaffirmed that Mr. Kejriwal was using his Ministers and colleagues as his puppets while “running away” from facing everything — from cases to solving the problems of the people of Delhi. “In the present case filed



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Some relief: A dust storm led to a sudden drop in temperature in New Delhi on Friday evening. *



SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA



‘IIMC on summer break, only infrastructure being used’



Delhi Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal chaired the 12th meeting of the Rajya Sainik Board here on Friday. It was decided to enhance the grant for World War II veterans and their widows, in addition to a training grant of ₹2,000 per month for National Defence Academycadets belonging to Delhi. According to a statement issued by Raj Niwas, Mr. Baijal also directed that measures to augment financial resources to boost welfare measures for ex-servicemen be explored. The meeting was atten-



Former students of the Indian Institute of Mass Communication (IIMC) have written to the administration of the institute expressing concern over the participation of former Bastar InspectorGeneral S. R. P. Kalluri at a seminar being organised on campus. He is scheduled to speak at a seminar on “Nationalistic Journalism in Current Perspective”, organised by Media Scan, on Saturday.



‘Hullabaloo’ Stating that the institute is currently on a summer break, IIMC Director-General K.G. Suresh said, . “I don’t understand what the hullabaloo is all about. There will be no students at the seminar nor will our facCM YK



Former Bastar I-G S. R. P. Kalluri



ulty be a part of it. Over the years, several media organisations have used our infrastructure to organise seminars that have nothing to do with the curriculum.” The alumni, in their letter, said the institute must prevent any individual known for his brazen contempt for journalists from using the premises that has produced housands of me-



Manjinder Singh Sirsa



by Mr. Jain, I will urge the court to make Mr. Kejriwal a party as he is the head of the corrupt government and his party. I stand by the allegations levelled by me in the Delhi Assembly against Mr. Jain and Mr. Kejriwal, and will ensure that these highly corrupt people are brought to book and punished,” Mr.



Sirsa said at a press conference. Alleging that Mr. Kejriwal’s utilisation of shell companies “to encash the fake bills” amounted to a clear case of hawala transactions and money laundering, Mr. Sirsa said Mr. Kejriwal should be booked. “Mr. Kejriwal is only politician in the country who is facing multiple cases of defamation and corruption but is still reluctant to face the same and always tries to find excuses from facing the judiciary. He cannot run away from the judicial process any more and will have to face the music for misuse of power, which people of Delhi had bestowed on him to serve them and help them mitigate their problems,” Mr. Sirsa added.



dia professionals. “Though we don’t dispute a citizen’s right to speak on any issue of public importance at IIMC, we believe the institute should deny this right to the likes of Mr. Kalluri, who love to hate the media and mediapersons for the only reason that they do what they are duty-bound to do.” Meanwhile, the Delhi chapter of the Bastar Solidarity Network appealed to all democratic forces, individuals and organisations to join a protest outside IIMC against Mr. Kalluri’s scheduled participation. The organisation said the Chhattisgarh government was forced to remove Mr. Kalluri from his position as Bastar I-G earlier this year after receiving flak from the National Human Rights Commission.



ded by Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal. According to Raj Niwas, the Rajya Sainik Board Secretary apprised the Board of the decisions taken at the last meeting and actions taken in pursuance of them.



For ex-servicemen He further laid out the agenda comprising various issues related to the welfare of ex-servicemen, widows and dependents, including proposal to enhance the existing rates of destitute grant, and old-age grant to WW-II veterans and their widows. The consideration of a training grant to NDA ca-



dets from Delhi, enhancement of existing cash grant to Gallantry Award winners and distinguished service medallists, and exemption from payment of house tax by their widows were on the agenda. The L-G directed the Board Secretary that the meeting should be held more frequently. The Board approved the enhancement of grant to WW-II veterans from ₹3,000 per month to ₹9,000, said a senior official, adding that the L-G instructed the local bodies to examine, positively consider and process the issue of house tax exemption for widows of Gallantry Award winners.
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Trace every HIV positive person, IMA tells doctors ‘As per the new policy, antiretroviral drugs will be provided to anyone who tests positive for AIDS’ Bindu Shajan Perappadan New Delhi



New Delhi



Delhi government. The intention is not only to harm my reputation but also the reputation of other functionaries of the Delhi government...He has been making baseless statements against Delhi government Ministers before the national media,” Mr. Jain alleged. He added that Mr. Mishra had contacted the media instead of approaching the investigating authorities.



Nod for enhanced grant to WW-II veterans, their widows



Alumni, activists hit out at IIMC over seminar by Kalluri Staff Reporter



Satyendar Jain



“Mr. Mishra knew that making statements before the media will ensure the allegations are read or heard by a majority of the population. He also knew that this will raise questions in the minds of the people about the Delhi government. He made baseless allegations only to satisfy his personal motives,” Mr. Jain claimed. He accused Mr. Sirsa, the BJP legislator from Rajouri Garden, of defaming him by organising a press conference and alleging that he was circulating a huge sum of illegitimate money within the party. Mr. Jain also accused a Hindi daily of publishing the “libellous and slanderous statements” made by Mr. Sirsa. The complaints have been listed for hearing on May 29 before Metropolitan Magistrate Shefali Barnala Tandon. If convicted, the offence entails a maximum punishment of two years.



L-G chairs Rajya Sainik Board meet



Temperature just a notch above normal Staff Reporter



Satyendar iles defamation case against Mishra, Sirsa



“Ensure that treatment is available to every person who has tested positive for HIV. For that, we need to trace every patient,” said the Indian Medical Association (IMA). According to statistics, of 21 lakh people with HIV in India, only 14 lakh are on the registry. About two-thirds of people with HIV/AIDS die due to lack of access to antiretroviral (ART) drugs.



‘90:90:90 strategy’ “With these statistics as the basis, the IMA has adopted the 90:90:90 strategy — to identify 90% of those infected, place 90% of them on treatment and ensure that 90% have the virus under control. This is part of IMA’s commitment on ending AIDS by 2030, which is in line with Sustainable



Grim reality: According to statistics, of 21 lakh people with HIV in India, only 14 lakh are on the registry. FILE PHOTO: AFP *



Development Goals,” said IMA president K. K. Aggarwal. As per the new policy, ART will be provided to anyone who tests positive for AIDS, irrespective of the CD count or the clinical stage they are in. This policy is being propagated in a big way by the IMA and is also being practised by the private sector.



Dr. Aggarwal added that a majority of people diagnosed with HIV/AIDS in India lack access to the initial and most important phase of treatment. “This policy being adopted is for all men, women, adolescents, and children who have been diagnosed with HIV/AIDS. It will improve the lifespan and quality of life of those



infected, and save them from many opportunistic infections, especially TB. These benefits begin even when ART is started in early HIV infection, reducing the risk of HIV transmission as well. This collective step by the IMA is a small step towards the larger goal of ensuring access to ART for all and achieving the target of ending AIDS by 2030,” noted the Association. ART is an effective way of suppressing serum viral RNA levels and increasing CD4 cell counts in a vast majority of patients with acute and early HIV infection. Initiation of ART after initial HIV infection can help in immune reconstitution to normal or near normal CD4 cell levels. The IMA said ART is available in India since 2004. “At ART clinics, HIV positive people have access



to HTC, nutritional advice, and treatment for HIV and opportunistic infections. The need of the hour is for initiatives that can help provide a larger access to ART for those infected with HIV,” noted Dr. Aggarwal.



Discrimination, stigma People with AIDS still face much discrimination and stigma in society. Although India’s treatment programme is an example to the world of what can be achieved through committed collaboration, there’s still a long way to go. Much has been learnt from past experiences and it’s important to continue building on the strong foundation created. Free ART, along with care and support services, will ensure timely treatment and a positive outcome on this front. B ND-ND



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



THE HINDU



CITY 3



NOIDA/DELHI



SATURDAY, MAY 20, 2017



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE



Shelter razed by DDA, govt sees red DCW terms exercise ‘brutal’, institutes inquiry; DDA maintains action in accordance with court order



Armed duo rob cash van in Rohini; shoot at custodian



Shubhomoy Sikdar New Delhi



Shubhomoy Sikdar



Demolition of a night shelter for women and children by the Delhi Development Authority on Thursday evening has triggered a controversy, with the city government expressing its ire and the Delhi Commission for Women instituting an inquiry into the exercise. Members of DCW termed the action “brutal” as it left over 100 women and children, including orphans, homeless.



New Delhi



Exercise ‘legal’ The DDA, on the other hand, said its action was legal and in accordance with the court order to remove encroachments from Amir Khusro Park in Nizamuddin. The drive has been going on for a few days now. The shelter was set up by the Delhi Urban Shelter Improvement Board (DUSIB), a city government body. DUSIB officials said they had



Stoking controversy: The DCW has slammed the move that left over 100 women and children, including orphans, homeless. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



not been intimated about the demolition, but could not provide a clear answer on when the shelter was established in 2011, and whether it had the sanction of the DDA, which owns the park.



CM ‘very sad’ Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal called the incident unfortunate. “Very sad. Delhi government's shelter home demolished. Women, children



rendered homeless. They are being shifted to another shelter home,” he tweeted. His Cabinet colleague Gopal Rai joined the chorus saying he would request Lieutenant-Governor Anil Baijal to take serious action against the DDA officials for the demolition of the shelter home. Taking suo motu cognisance of the demolition, the DCW shot off letters to DDA, DUSIB and Delhi Police seeking clarification on separate



Protest in Chandni Chowk over ‘unconstitutional eviction’ Shop owners carry out symbolic funeral march, burn eigies



points. In the letter, DCW chairperson Swati Maliwal also alleged that the policemen with the DDA officials resorted to lathicharge when the demolition was resisted by the shelter occupants.



‘No rehabilitation plan’ “The residents of the night shelter belong to the most downtrodden section of the society and to displace them from a government-run shelter home without proper re-



habilitation and prior notice is a direct violation of their human rights. Their only shelter has been demolished apparently without any rehabilitation plan,” said Ms. Maliwal. The Delhi High Court on Friday heard a plea by the NGO running the shelter and directed the authorities to ensure that all the homeless are accommodated in another shelter home situated in the vicinity.



Man ‘beaten to death’ in Bawana



Two men on a bike decamped with cash worth ₹19 lakh after allegedly throwing chilli powder into the eyes of two custodians of a cash management company, and shooting at one of them, outside an ATM in Rohini here on Friday afternoon. According to the police, the armed robbery took place around 2.15 p.m. when the cash van arrived at a Union Bank ATM in Rohini’s Sector 24. In the van were the driver, a guard, and two custodians. Eyewitnesses told the police that the assailants arrived at the spot just when the two custodians stepped out of the cash van. “The assailants first threw chilli powder at their faces. Then one of them pulled out a pistol and aimed it at the custodians, while the other began taking out the cash bags. When one custodian, Naveen, took out his gun, the accused shot at his face. As he collapsed, the duo fled with the cash,” said a senior police officer. The guard also fired two



The ATM outside which the robbery was reported. *



SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT



shots at the assailants, but missed the target.



Injured in hospital Naveen was taken to hospital and is responding to treatment. “The injured is not in a position to record his statement as he has a bullet wound on his face. We have approached the bank to ascertain how much cash was in the van and how much the assailants took away,” the officer said. According to the police, six special teams have been formed to look into the case. The police are also trying to gather clues, including CCTV footage, to identify the accused. A case of robbery and



attempt to murder has been registered against the accused, who have also been booked under the Arms Act. Police sources say that an insider is likely to be involved in the case. Incidentally, the guard who fired at the accused had been recruited just four days ago. His shots missed the target despite the close range, said sources close to the investigation. They added that he was under the scanner.



Another case reported In another incident, two bike-borne assailants allegedly snatched a bag containing ₹10 lakh from two men in outer Delhi’s Meera Bagh on Friday. The men, who are employees of a company, were on their way to deposit the cash in a bank. They told the police that the assailants pushed them to the ground and snatched the bag. “They said they were on their way to the bank when a bike intercepted then. They alleged that while one man pushed them, the other snatched the bag,” a senior police officer said.



Family rivalry may have led to murder



Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



Staff Reporter



Chandni Chowk saw several small traders taking out an ‘aakrosh rally’ on Friday in protest against their “unconstitutional eviction”. According to the protesters, the “land mafia and “local politicians” had forced more than 10,000 shops in Chandni Chowk to shut down by registering false cases against them. They said that livelihoods of over 50 lakh people were now under threat, with over 50,000 people already unemployed. The rally, which was organised by the Chandni Chowk Jila Vyapar Sangh, saw hundreds of small shop owners participating. The protesters also carried out a symbolic funeral march and burnt an effigy of the Delhi Rent Control Act. “I have been here since the days of Mahatma Gandhi. Now, I have been asked to vacate the shop for which I have



New Delhi



Tight spot: Traders protest against eviction in Chandni Chowk on Friday. SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR *



paid the the landlord twice to become the original owner,” said Om Prakash Saini, one of the protesters.



‘I am helpless’ “I am 71 years old, have a family of eight, and no other means of livelihood. I am helpless,” Mr. Saini added. “Shopkeepers are being asked to vacate with the landlords giving flimsy reasons. The notice period is so short



30-year-old shot dead in Shahbad Dairy



that they can’t gather all the evidence and documents to support their case. We have submitted a memorandum to the municipal councillors, Ministers, and even to the Prime Minister and the President, but no action has been taken yet,” said Rakesh Thakural, a social activist. The protesters also alleged that the Delhi Rent Control Act was a biased Act, that favours landlords.



A 20-year-old man was found beaten to death in a forest in north-west Delhi’s Bawana on Friday morning. The police also found a bike at the spot. The victim, Amit, was a tempo driver and a resident of nearby Sultanpur Dabas village. The police said that wooden planks and sticks were found near the body. “The planks and sticks had blood all over them. Amit was killed using these,” said a senior police official. The police were informed around 6 a.m. by Mukesh Kumar, who works with the Delhi Jal Board, when he was on his way to work. “I had taken the road along the forest when I saw the bike,



and then the body a few meters away,” said Mr. Kumar. “Locals told us that he stayed in the same village. His uncle, Satbir, identified him,” said the officer. According to a senior police official, Amit had left his house on Thursday evening. The police said that Amit may have been murdered because of personal enmity. A case under Section 302 (punishment for murder) of the IPC has been registered.



Two suicides reported Staff Reporter NEW DELHI



Passerby saw body, alerted police Staff Reporter New Delhi



A 30-year-old man was allegedly shot dead in Rohini’s Shahbad Dairy on Thursday. According to the police, Dinesh Kumar’s body was spotted by a passerby at an isolated spot in Rohini’s Sector 36. Dinesh was rushed to a hospital, but was declared dead on arrival. “The body was found with a bullet injury at 9.30 p.m. His motorcycle was also nearby,” said Deputy Commissioner of Police (Rohini) Rishi Pal.



Suspects rounded up The Delhi Police have rounded up a few suspects in this regard. A family dispute is believed to be the reason behind the alleged murder. “During investigation, it was revealed that there was a domestic dispute,” said Mr. Pal. Family dispute at heart The police, meanwhile, said that they were very close to identifying the culprit. “We have some strong



leads in the case and a few suspects are being interrogated,” said the officer. A case has been registered against unknown persons under Section 302 (punishment for murder) of the IPC. In another incident, a body of a man between 18 and 22 years of age was found in south-east Delhi’s Okhla.



Another body found Yet to be identified, the body was found in a forest area near Modi Mill. The police reached the spot after receiving a call at 3.40 p.m. on Friday afternoon. According to the police, the victim had been strangulated with a belt. “Prima facie, the man was first strangulated. The body was then thrown into the forest.” The body has now been sent to a mortuary until it is identified. “The identity of the body is being established to proceed further,” said Deputy Commissioner of Police (South-East) Romil Baaniya.



Two alleged suicides were reported in the Capital on Thursday. In the first incident, a woman in her mid 20s allegedly jumped off a foot overbridge in south-east Delhi’s Sarita Vihar on Thursday night. The police, who are yet to identify her, were informed by a passerby around 10 p.m. The caller told the police that he saw the woman bleeding profusely on the road. The police then took the woman to a hospital, where she was declared brought dead. “No suicide note or ID proof that may help us identify her were found,” said a police officer.



Teacher hangs self In another incident a 50year-old teacher allegedly hanged himself in east Delhi’s Vivek Vihar on Thursday. The police found a note blaming himself for failing to be a good father or husband. Identified as Rajesh Kumar, who hailed from Jabalpur, the deceased had been living in Jhilmil area. He is survived by his wife and two children.



DELHI TODAY May 20: Talk: “India’s Energy-Water-Food-Climate Nexus: Can Strategic Emerge Out of the Chaotic?” Speaker: Dr. Arunabha Ghosh, Public Policy Professional and Author at Habitat Centre, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 6 p.m. Art: 15th Annual art show by Delhi Collage of Art School at Lalit Kala Akademi, Rabindra Bhavan, Copernicus Marg, Mandi House, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Photography: “Seeds of Identity – 31 Foods Mexico Gave the World” - photography show by Ariadna Cuadriello and Juan Pablo Cardona at Annexe Art Gallery, India International Centre (IIC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Trace” a group art show at School of Arts and Aesthetics Auditor-



CM YK



ium (SAA), Jawaharlal Nehru University (JNU), New Mehrauli Road, 10 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: ‘Kabir’ group Art Show, curated by Erum Khan at Artizen Art Gallery, Pearey Lal Bhavan, 2, Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Screening: “Meri Kahaniya Meri Zubani’ Travel with Aman Chotani Uttrakhand Chapter 1 at Siri Fort Auditorium, August Kranti Marg, 6 p.m. May 21: Music: To mark Rabindra Jayanti - an evening of Rabindra Sangeet. Presented under Guru-Shishya Parampara by Guru Prabuddha Raha and his disciple Arkapriya Bannerjee from Kolkata at C. D. Deshmukh Auditorium, Main Building, India International Centre (IIC), 7 p.m.



Paintings: “In Search of the Happiness” - solo show of paintings by Dr. Namita Karna at Triveni Kala Sangam, 205, Tansen Marg, 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Paintings: “Inheritance of Loss” a solo show of paintings by Ashish Khushwaha at Kamaladevi Complex, India International Centre (IIC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Exhibition: “Evergreen Delhi” - solo photography exhibition by Rajat Bhushan at Delhi ‘o’ Delhi Foyer, India Habitat Centre (IHC), 11 a.m. – 7 p.m. Film Festival: Pickurlick Indie Film Festival-PIFF 2017 at Instituto Cervantes, 48, Hanuman Road, Connaught Place (CP), 10 a.m. onwards (Mail your listings for this column at [email protected]) B ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Students protest Metro fare hike Say new rates afecting 15 lakh students; demand monthly passes for daily commuters



ED attaches property in money laundering case Special Correspondent



commuters be issued monthly passes, as is the provision for buses, AISA national president Sucheta De said, “The common people of Delhi have sacrificed enough — from giving up their lands to selling their sweat in the hope that the city will get a public transport that will make life easier. The increase in fare is a betrayal fir those people, who will now be excluded from accessing the metro facility.”



Staff Reporter New Delhi



Police launch ‘BarTalk’ to curb drunk driving NEW DELHI



The Delhi Police on Friday launched ‘BarTalk’ campaign against drunk driving from a restro-bar in Connaught Place. The idea behind the campaign, under which LED screens have been installed in several bars with messages ‘don’t drink and drive’, is to curb accidents prompted by drunk driving. The police will also popularise its women safety app ‘Himmat’ for those travelling alone after consuming alcohol.STAFF REPORTER



Attacks on govt docs due to fewer specialists: HC NEW DELHI



The growing attacks on doctors by friends or relatives of patients are due to lack of experts in government hospitals, the Delhi High Court said on Friday while expressing concern over the brain-drain of medical specialists from the country. “Why are our doctors going outside India and looking for jobs? It means you (government) are not making available more jobs for them, which is sad to know," the court said. PTI



Left activists and students staged a protest outside the Delhi Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC) office on Friday, demanding that the recent hike in fares be rolled back. Asserting that the hike was affecting as many as “15 lakh students”, the protesters — which included representatives of the CPI (ML), AISA and the AICCTU — said the DMRC should identify other sources of revenue instead of depriving students of one of the largest intracity metro facilities in the world.



Common man burdened Among the protesters were Sucheta De and Rama Naga, representatives of the All India Students’ Association (AISA) from JNU. The protesters raised slogans slamming the DMRC for burdening the common man. “The worst-hit are the commoners and students who have to travel daily to



A fire broke out on the first floor of Siddhartha Building in Nehru Place on Friday. No one was injured in the incident, said a Delhi Fire Service officer. “A call was received around 9 p.m. after which five fire tenders were sent to the spot and the blaze was brought under control,” said the officer. The cause of fire is yet to be ascertained, he added. STAFF REPORTER



their workplace and colleges. There has been a minimum additional burden of



₹1,000 to ₹1,200 in monthly budgets. We all know that there are over 15 lakh stu-



The newly elected Mayor of south Delhi, Kamaljeet Sehrawat, plans to focus on sanitation and enhancing transparency in administration through e-governance. At the first meeting of the South Delhi Municipal Corporation (SDMC) on Friday, 44-year-old Ms. Sehrawat said that her aim would be to make the BJP-run house work hand-in-hand with the Opposition to make a greener and cleaner Delhi. “Sanitation would be one



of our focus areas. We will improve the garbage management system by bringing in more mechanised sweeping facilities. Also, the plan is to take more eco-friendly measures by enhancing capacity of waste-to-energy plants,” said Ms. Sehrawat, who is also vice-president of the BJP’s Delhi unit.



‘Greater transparency’ Ms. Sehrawat, who won the civic polls with a record margin of over 9,000 votes, was elected unopposed as the Mayor. Kailash Sankla was



emphasis is on < > Our Digital India and e-governance as envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi Kamaljeet Sehrawat SDMC MAYOR



also chosen unopposed as Deputy Mayor. While Ms. Sehrawat represents Dwarka-B ward, Mr. Sankla won from Punjabi Bagh in the municipal polls held last month. “Our emphasis is on Digital India and e-governance



Too school for cool Despite a promising funny start, Hindi Medium eventually dwindles into an absurd progression of preachiness Kennith Rosario



Hindi Medium Saket Chaudhary Irrfan Khan, Saba Qamar, Deepak Dobriyal, Amrita Singh Runtime: 132 minutes Director: Starring:



Engaging and enjoyable: Good performances in Hindi Medium retains audience attention SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



Qamar), face an onslaught of clichéd and exaggerated hurdles, which are thankfully coated in humour. The desperation for social acceptance by the couple is justified as a move to secure their daughter’s future in the English speaking world. For that, the Batras also enrol themselves in a school admission consultancy of sorts, thereby starting a rigmarole of interviews and mock sessions. Despite hilariously sincere efforts, Raj and Mita remain unsuccessful. But they remain hell bent on getting their kid into the elite ‘Delhi Grammar School’, headed by Ms.



Lodha (Amrita Singh). Here’s when Raj discovers a loophole in the system – the Right to Education Act – which would require them to be poor, or at least pretend to be, to avail privileges of. Since children are every Indian parents’ investment for a comfortable retirement, the Batras willingly uproot themselves once again and move temporarily to a basti. In tandem with the film’s motto to pander to stereotypes, the poor are shown to be better at heart than the snooty English speaking corporate drones. But the clichés are harmless, and somewhat enjoyable. The film refrains from



as envisioned by Prime Minister Narendra Modi. We have made several facilities available online. Now, our target is to improve such facilities and bring greater transparency in administration,” she said. Ms. Sehrawat added that the SDMC website had been relaunched and would soon be connected to Facebook and Twitter. Friday also saw members of the SDMC’s Standing Committee being elected. From the BJP, Bhupender Gupta, Shikha Roy, Nandani Sharma and Tulsi Joshi were elected,



even as fellow party member Poorva withdrew her nomination. Congress’s Andrews Ganj councillor Abhishek Dutt and AAP councillor from Hastsal ward, Ashok Kumar, were also elected to the panel. Leader of Opposition Ramesh, who is AAP councillor from Matiala, said, “We do not want politics; we want to work with your party (BJP) for the good of Delhi. But, any step against the interest of the people would be opposed tooth and nail by the AAP.”



Not even worth a half-ticket



FILM REVIEWS



Whether you’ve spent a week in Delhi or a lifetime, it’s no secret that in the Capital, money and politics speak the loudest. Language doesn’t really matter, as long as you can throw a wad of cash around or flaunt a political connection. But no amount of money or even a letter from the Prime Minister’s Office can help you get your kid enrolled in a private English medium school, or so Hindi Medium tells you. We’ve all seen this family: a businessman father, stay-athome mother and an only child. Perhaps some of us are them. Staying in Delhi’s famous and infamous Chandni Chowk, Hindi Medium’s family is happy in their ecosystem. That is, until they realise that they have to get their daughter enrolled in a private English medium school and leave the familiarity of old Delhi. For the sake of their child’s education the Batra family move to Vasant Vihar, a posh neighbourhood, which equates fluency in English with success and class. The parents, Raj (Irrfan Khan) and Mita Batra (Saba



dents in Delhi,” said a statement issued by the AISA. Demanding that daily



Kailash Sankla elected unopposed as Deputy Mayor; Leader of Opposition pledges support New Delhi



NEW DELHI



*



The Enforcement Directorate (ED) has provisionally attached agricultural land here worth about ₹1.12 crore belonging to two brothers, who have been accused of money laundering using shell companies. The agency has also filed a charge sheet against the accused. The action was taken on the basis of a probe conducted by the Serious Fraud Investigation Office (SFIO), which in its report alleged that Surendra and Virendra Jain had laundered ₹3,790 crore between 2004 and 2011. During 2009-10 alone, they allegedly laundered ₹561 crore for 559 clients with help from 56 intermediaries like chartered accountants and company secretaries. While the SFIO has so far filed criminal complaints against 11 companies controlled or



sinking into an often-seen oscillatory pattern of being funny and preachy, but you know when a film like this is all laughs, it’s secretly building up a repository of lectures which it will unleash in one long monologue. And that inevitably belongs to Irrfan Khan in Hindi Medium. It’s a movie that starts off well, and sails smoothly but dives downwards with an utterly illogical, preachy, and lazy ending. Despite mediocre and forgettable camerawork, unexciting editing and an eventually dawdling storyline, Khan and Qamar’s companionship, comfort and charm is unwavering. Admission in a prestigious school maybe shown as a quick fix to poverty and a fast train towards upward social mobility, but look beyond and you will find a funny film being driven by goodwill and engaging performances.



Mohit Suri’s adaptation of Chetan Bhagat’s book is replete with a series of utterly illogical events Kennith Rosario



Half Girlfriend



Movies, like any art form, supposedly mirror the times we live in. So decades from now, when the grandchildren of the millennial generation stumble upon a copy of the movie Half Girlfriend, the following ten things are what they’ll find, and thereby judge us all: 1. While the rest of us commoners go to a pub, bar or a café to get rid of our blues, the rich Delhi girl, Riya Somani (Shraddha Kapoor) unwinds on top of India Gate, which is also her go-to meeting point with her college half-boyfriend Madhav Jha (Arjun Kapoor). Because, of course, the monument is guarded only by one security personnel and there’s no way you can be spotted by the heavy influx of tourists. “Main jab dukhi hoti hoon toh yaha aa jati hoon,” she innocently justifies. 2. Riya, who aspires to sing at a jazz bar in New York, lives in a mansion in Delhi, the kind where you have a spiralling staircase right in the middle of the house and a chandelier in the bedroom. If it’s any explanation, the film is co-produced by Balaji Motion Pictures.



Director:



Mohit Suri Arjun Kapoor, Shraddha Kapoor, Rhea Chakraborty Run time: 135 minutes Starring:



Poor depiction: Half Girlfriend is an inadequate presentation of life SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



3. From the committee members of St. Stephen’s College to Riya’s to-be husband, anyone who is supposed to be rich and fancy, speaks like Mr. Darcy from Jane Austen’s Pride and Prejudice. Hindi or English, doesn’t matter. Madhav’s roommate, who also hails from Bihar, changes accents faster than Mohit Suri changes the weather in the film. 4. Talking of the weather, it always rains when Madhav cries or laughs or sings or ogles at Riya. And when he’s in New York, it snows.



The quest for an elusive truth



Weather jinx, anyone? 5. Bill Gates makes a guest appearance, albeit a cheap hologram version of the tycoon. Gates is shown in a small village in Bihar, listening to Madhav make a pitch about educating young women, and instantly dishes out a ₹50 lakh grant. 6. And that’s perfect timing to drop the Beti Bachao Beti Padhao promotional line. For it’s all about loving your government. 7. Of course it was Riya who helped Madhav write and memorise that speech. He relays the entire speech



The Sense of an Ending Ritesh Batra Jim Broadbent, Charlotte Rampling, Harriet Walter, Michelle Dockery, Emily Mortimer, Matthew Goode, Billy Howle, Freya Mavor Runtime: 108 minutes Director:



For a novel that boldly uncovers a volcano in a dry British soul, Ritesh Batra’s adaptation of The Sense of an Ending is guarded and impervious Kennith Rosario



In 2011, I was recommended Julian Barnes’s The Sense of an Ending in a writing class after it won the Man Booker Prize. The prose is exquisite, I was told. After a one-sitting read, the powerfully compact novel left me obsessed with memory’s malleability and vulnerability to alteration and embellishment, both conscious and unconscious, and thereby its impact on history, both personal and collective. After CM YK



managed by the Jains, the ED had earlier attached assets worth ₹64.7 crore in the case. “Investigation revealed that Jagat Project Ltd. converted ₹64.7 crore into apparently legitimate transactions by way of share subscription by various companies,” said the agency. In all, ₹62.2 crore of the “unaccounted money” was laundered through 26 shell companies allegedly controlled by the Jain brothers. “In lieu of the accommodation entry of ₹62.2 crore, they received a consideration of about ₹1.12 crore,” alleged an official. The ED said the Jains were providing accommodation entries by accepting funds from beneficiaries through mediators, which they would convert into share premium transactions in the beneficiary company. The duo was arrested in March. and are currently in judicial custody.



Kamaljeet Sehrawat is new south Delhi Mayor Staff Reporter



Fire at Nehru Place building; none hurt



Up in arms: The protesters said the DMRC should try and identify other sources of revenue instead of depriving students of the metro facility. SANDEEP SAXENA



Delhi govt. held to blame Santosh Rai from the All India Central Council of Trade Unions (AICCTU), meanwhile, blamed the Delhi government for the city’s transport woes. “We all know that the Delhi Transport Corporation (DTC) is finding it difficult to cater to the needs of people, thanks to the depleting fleet and increasing privatisation. The incumbent Delhi government has repeatedly refused to increase the number of buses,” said Mr. Rai.



New Delhi



all, as Barnes puts it, what you end up remembering isn’t always the same as what you have witnessed. With utmost complacency, the narrator and protagonist, Tony Webster, tells you his life story, only to question it later in the novel and lose his credibility with the readers. Ritesh Batra’s adaptation, written by Nick Payne, tells the same story in possibly the only way in which it can be told: through flashbacks. But the very essence of



Barnes’s novel is in feeling betrayed by Tony’s memory as much as he is. Unfortunately, the film fails to generate the same feeling of utter helplessness, frustration and pity in the audience but instead replaces it with forced enigma and suspense. That’s not to say that the film is not a faithful adaptation. It is as loyal to its source material as a filmmaker’s creative liberty permits. In pursuit of the elusive truth, Jim Broadbent plays the curmudgeon Tony as if



the character was tailormade for him. Tony meets his ex-friend Adrian and his ex-girlfriend Veronica in college, at an age when we invent different futures for ourselves. And realises the impact he left on their lives during his retirement days, a time when we invent different pasts for others. A moment of regretful impulse can have an avalanche effect on other people’s lives. Tony’s struggle in the film is in realising the impact of his



Starring:



Memory matters: The Sense of an Ending is as loyal to the book as creative liberty permits. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT *



impulsive actions, but the bitter truth lies in admitting that he may not, perhaps, have had any at all. Accompanying him in this introspective journey is Har-



riet Walter and Michelle Dockery playing his ex-wife and daughter with much aplomb. Batra saves the best for last, by pulling out his ace card, Charlotte Rampling, in



the latter part of the film, albeit proceeding to use her rather frugally. Rampling plays the old Veronica with as much expertise and poignancy as she did in 45 Years (2015). A film—with an audience perhaps comprising mostly of Barnes’ readers, anglophiles and old people—seems too impatient to pander to



back to her while running on a platform as Riya chugs away in a train. The entire speech. 8. Then there are the various descriptions for the ‘hero’. From waiters glorifying Madhav as, “Bihar ka babua” at Riya’s hoity-toity home soiree to people at the UN Headquarters in New York declaring, “Madhav Jha is not a name, Madhav Jha is an attitude”. 9. After Riya informs Madhav about her blood cancer, she remains untraceable. He goes off to New York eventually and without any good reasons runs (quite literally) from one jazz bar to another, looking for Riya. Why would someone be singing in a jazz if she was dying? And what’s his golden strategy to find her? To ask all bartenders to inform him if there’s a brown girl who ever sings there. 10. Of course, getting a U.S. visa is a cakewalk, especially if your plan is to make money singing in a bar in New York.



the philosophical elements of the novel but chooses instead to make the narrative episodic and causal. Batra’s style of filmmaking is restrained, allowing the story to take centre-stage, justifiably. During an interview before the film’s release, Batra told me, “A novel and a film can’t be siblings, but cousins”. After watching The Sense of an Ending, do I truly realise what he meant. Barnes’ book and Batra’s film share the same genetics, but one is an old, seasoned, perspicacious soul—words of whom will remain with you for months, if not years to come—and the other a congenial person whose memory will only remain with you only till sundown. B ND-ND
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IN BRIEF



Suism in art Based on the name of Sufi saint and dedicated to his selfless life, an ongoing group art exhibition opened at Artizen Art Gallery in Peareylal Bhawan on Friday. Titled Kabir, the exhibition seeks to connect people and send a message of peace and harmony. It showcases a range of paintings, digital media, installation, photography and sculptures. The main aim is to bring visibility and credibility to the works of deserving artists who have largely been overlooked within the mainstream discourse.



Making education digital The seventh annual conference of Forum of Public Schools was held at India International Centre recently. The theme of the conference was “Sustainability: Green to Grey Matter.” The programme commenced with the lighting of the ceremonial lamp by a patriotic song by students of ASN Public School. The conference was inaugurated by Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister for Law and Justice and Information Technology. He delivered inaugural address in which he spoke of digital India.



Founder’s Day To pay homage to its founder late Shiv Ram Das Gulat, United Group of Institutions celebrated Founder’s day at Greater Noida campus recently. The Samman Samaroh was dedicated to honour Principles, teachers and meritorious students of different schools and colleges of the institution. Meritorious students of various schools were also awarded with prizes. Winners of Solve-n-Win competition students won an educational trip to Moscow.



‘Bharat is asking for its share in opinions and opportunities’ As yet another novel of Chetan Bhagat inds a cinematic life, the writer talks about the ongoing churning in society and where he stands in the Hindi versus English debate Anuj KUmar



As one walks into the plush Inox theatre in New Delhi’s Nehru Place, Chetan Bhagat is surprised. “We have always met at India International Centre...,” he states the obvious as a query. Exactly, it is Chetan who has made this journey from IIC to Inox. “Well, these are my two worlds. They are connected but separate at the same time. My story is getting a bigger platform, and I am happy,” says Chetan, referring to Half Girlfriend, which has made it to theatres this week. Usually, authors have issues regarding creative control. Recently, Anuja Chauhan accepted it in a conversation with The Hindu . “I don’t have, luckily. That’s why it is my fifth adaptation,” responds Chetan. “Even if some of my experiences were not good, I didn’t give up. I choose my people carefully, now. Just because you fall in the football field once, doesn’t mean you give up the sport. ” He says loving the material and having the skill to adapt it are two different things. “The story exists in a cloud, somewhere. That story can become a book. I am not attached to the book; I am possessive about the story. If the story is kept in its essence, and the film is honest towards the theme and the message, I am good.” Those who have read the novel would know that it begins with Chetan in Patna. “I am not there in the film,



physically,” he clarifies. “The book required that device to answer why am I writing about Bihar. I am a co-producer here, so it would have looked a bit strange, and second I would still be meeting Arjun Kapoor!”



Banking skills to the fore Many might feel his entry into production, is about creative control. Chetan plays it down. “No, I just wanted to be more involved. I am a guy who likes to take risks. I was there all the time on the 80day shoot spread over six cities. I did things which I never thought I will be doing like controlling costs. When we were in Delhi, I helped in getting permission to shoot inside St. Stephen’s College. When people in the team said they didn’t like the food, I changed the caterer. Of course, there was a team with me, but I brought all my banking skills to the table. For every day of the shoot, I prepared an Excel spreadsheet...how many people were hired, how much were they paid....” It is a given, says Chetan, that there is some dilution of depth when you adapt a novel to film. How does he react when his characters take different shapes? “It feels surreal but I know it is



Madhav < > What faces in college, I have faced it in literary world. I identify with Madhav



Mohit Suri plus Chetan Bhgat. I am not like that kind of person who would sulk over changes. I am always like show me how Mohit sees my work. I have learnt to be detached. In fact, I am quite ruthless while editing my books as well. That way, I am a secure person.” Two years back, when Madhav Jha came out of Bihar, Hindi versus English was an issue but when we have the likes of Narendra Modi and Yogi Adityanath at the top, the conflict seems to have lost some of its bite. “I agree that Hindi belt is more confident than ever before. However, in two years we could not have shed 200 years of colonial hangover. Yes, some Hindi speaking people have come on important political posts, but a multinational still won’t hire somebody who can’t express himself in English. In fact, the divide has come out in the open. We do have few stars, but in job market, not knowing English is still a big handicap.” While the actors play down the divide, Chetan says it was always his intention to present Riya as India and Madhav as Bharat. “Riya, to me, is the English world, those who can think in English and speak with native English speaker kind of proficiency. And Madhav is looking for a key that opens a world that is shut out for people like him.” Having said that Chetan says he is not dissing English. “One should learn English.



Striking a balance: Chetan Bhagat says he is quite ruthless while editing his works



My point is to discriminate against somebody because he can’t speak English, is wrong. The sense of entitlement that comes with the ability to speak a language is a problem. At a very broad level, a section of English speaking elites have controlled the opportunities for a long time and the moment they allow Hindi or Bharat on the same table, the opportunities that they have been enjoying go down.”



Class system Chetan holds that “language perpetuates a kind of class system too.” “It has grown now because the aspiration level is a lot higher in Bharat. The technology has brought Bharat and India closer. The exposure is there but the gates of opportunities are still closed. Whatever Shraddha (Kapoor) is instagramming is being watched by her 15 million followers. It is clearly not just



India, it includes Bharat. They are seeing what Shraddha is wearing, and want to flaunt it. They also want the same things but India is not letting Bharat in.” But both need to learn from each other, isn’t it? “The aim is not that a chest beating nationalist takes over. We are in a transition phase where a large section is asking for its share in opinions and opportunities.” Politically, he says, this section has been very powerful. “The UP CM was never an English speaking person. Mayawati always spoke in Hindi but she never took pride in it. She flaunted her Dalit identity. In the present dispensation, there are Hindi speakers who are proud of it.” It seems his next novel will capture these contradictions. “I am not getting a handle on what all this means. It is a situation that is unravelling. There is something on the horizon, and I



*



V. SUDERSHAN



have some theories on it, but have yet to understand the phenomenon.” He himself faces lot of flak on the social media. Recently, the news of the inclusion of his Five Point Someone in the syllabus of Delhi University sparked sharp reactions. “What Madhav faces in college, I have faced it in literary world. I identify with Madhav.” He suggests Madhav’s going to St Stephen’s College is like him trying to break into literary circle. “Many feel my works appeal to Hindi speaking guys. If you are studying literature, and you select a paper on popular fiction, would you not like to read the most popular contemporary writer in the country. It is like if you were doing a course on popular cinema, would you not watch Salman Khan movies. Not doing so, seems like a close-minded approach to me. It scares me



that some people in the position of power and influence believe that literature is only what was written 200 years ago. It is only about Wuthering Heights .” On the charge of plagiarism levelled against him by Anvita Bajpai, a Bengalurubased writer, Chetan claims there is no merit in her case. “She has misrepresented and I have been punished without being heard,” says the writer referring to the injunction passed by a civil court in Bengaluru restraining Chetan and his publisher from selling One Indian Girl . “Plagiarism is a serious charge. In times of social media, when my followers could put screen shots of copied paragraphs on my Twitter handle, it would be foolish of me to do something like this. The court is on vacation and I am in the midst of film promotion. My legal team is looking into the matter,” sums up Chetan.



FOOD SPOT



Whif of the sea Sana-di-ge is the latest to join the small group of coastal food restaurants in Delhi, and it doesn’t disappoint rahul verma



My friends – or I suppose people at large – can be broadly divided into those who love the mountains, and those who’d rather be by the sea. I belong to the mountain group, but I have increasingly been thinking that the sea has its special lures – mainly the food. There is something about the image of the fisherman going to the sea before the break of dawn — and returning with a haul of fresh fish. Just the thought of a fresh catch makes me want to make a quick trip to Goa or Cochin, for some prawns



tossed in butter and coated with freshly ground pepper, or perhaps a grilled pomfret flavoured with garlic, red chillies and lemon juice. But if you can’t go to the sea, let the sea come to you. A Delhi restaurant serving coastal food brings you an array of dishes that you would find in the western and southern coast. Sana-di-ge – which is the Tulu word for the brass lamp that you would find in many houses in the south – is in the Malcha Marg market. Friends and relatives who had eaten there had raved about it. And then last week, I went there for lunch – and



Heartwarming delicacies: Fare ofered at Sana-di-ge



found that the food was indeed as good as I had heard. The official Address of the restaurant is 22/48 Commercial Centre, Chanakyapuri (Phone numbers: 01140507777 and 7042794546). But old-timers would call it the Malcha Marg market. It’s a beautifully done up place, spread over three floors. Our server was a pleasant young man with a



nice, warm baritone, who helped us navigate the vast menu. I had been invited there, so there was quite a spread. I turned down the offer for drumstick soup, and focused on the appetisers. The mushroom pepper fry – with fresh pepper and curry leaves (₹395) was excellent, but I found the sauce in the baby corn butter pepper garlic



(₹275) a bit too thick. I enjoyed the anjal (seer fish) tawa fry (₹875). The fish was firm, and had been coated with all kinds of spices and then grilled. The chicken ghee roast – marinated chicken chunks with freshly ground spices and roasted in ghee (₹545) – had the unmistakable flavour of ghee and garlic. But what I enjoyed the most was mamsa



pepper fry (₹575) – boneless lamb pepper cooked with pepper and curry leaves. The meat was soft, the spices were sharp and fragrant, and the taste was outstanding. I thought I couldn’t eat any more after all that, but gamely carried on – having a taste of their vegetable stew (₹345) with appam (₹125) and Goan fish curry (₹845) with neer dosa (₹125). We also tried out a Malabar style prawn (₹745), which was spicy but not chilli hot. I enjoyed the Goan fish curry, too – for the sauce had a distinct tangy taste. I was told that most of the fish is flown in fresh every day. But I think the crown of the meal went to the sweet dish — eleneer payasum — sweetened coconut cream with the pulp of tender coconut (₹345). It was an outstanding dish – deliciously cool and creamy, and with just the right amount of sugar in it. To Delhiites far from the sea, Sana-di-ge gives an alluring whiff of the sea and the treasure that it holds. I have eaten and enjoyed the food at Swagath and Dakshin in Saket, which also serve coastal food. Sana-di-ge, which is just about a year old, is the latest to join the small group of coastal food restaurants in Delhi. And it warms the cockles of my heart. the writer is a seasoned food critic



A feast for ilm lovers The ongoing 12th edition of Habitat Film Festival is presenting some of the best of Indian cinema by stalwarts and young talent telling compelling stories and highlighting social issues through satire. Paying tribute to veteran actor Om Puri who passed away this year, a number of his movies are being screened. Among them are Dev to be screened this evening, the much-feted East Is East (May 21) and Govind Nihalini’s Ardh Satya (May 27). Films honoured with National Awards like K Sera Sera by Rajiv Shinde, Ishti directed by Dr. G. Prabha, Madipu by Chatan Mundadi and Kaushik Ganguly’s Bisorjon are also part of the package. A number of film by first time directors too figure in the festival. Motable among them are Avinash Das’s Anaarkali of Aarah , Subhashish Bhutiani’s Mukti



Bhawan , Harikatha Prassanga directed by Ananya Kasaravalli and Ayaal Jeevichirupund by K.P. Vyasan. Providing a taste of regional cinema, the festival will screen Tope by Buddhadeb Dasgupta, Haanduk - The Hidden Corner by Jaicheng Jai Dohutia, Sila Samayangalil directed by Priyadarshan, Loktak Lairembee by Haobam Paban Kumar and Joker by Raju Murugan besides others.



Exhibition on Abbas An important highlight of the festival is an exhibition on K.A. Abbas. Called “The City through his cinema: a curated package”, it is showcasing film posters and stills of Abbas’s landmark films such as Saat Hindustani, Shehar Aur Sapna, Dharti Ke Lal, Naya Sansar, Do Boond Pani and Char Shehar Ek Kahani . A curated package of his films are also being shown.



5 EVENTS WORTH-YOUR-WHILE



MUSIC



FILM



Mana and Co. Piano Man Jazz Club will present a performance by Mana Dhanraj and Co. The group consists of Mana, teh vocalist, who is trained in jazz and Hindustani classical, Karan Khosla on guitar, Harishit Mishra on bass and Aveleon Vaz on drums. It is a fine collabaration between different musicians. Venue: B 6, Commercial Comp., Safdarjung Encl. Time: 9 p.m.



CM YK



Meri Kahaniya Meri Zubani Jodha Films presents screening of “Meri Kahaniya Meri Zubani” travel with Aman Chotani Uttrakhand Chapter 1 at Siri Fort auditorium. It is based on Aman Chotani’s first-hand experiences while exploring the places and capturing the memories in his camera. Venue: August Kranti Marg, New Delhi Time: 6 p.m.



THEATRE



EXHIBITION



PLAY



Raavn Ki Ramayan



The Chromatic Image



Raju Raja Ram Aur Mein



Kamani auditorium will be screening Atul Satya Koushik's “Raavan Ki Ramayan” a Hindi play featuring Puneet Issar as Raavan. It relooks at the history from the point of view of those who lost and never got a chance to tell their side of story. A virtuous king is outraged at the ravaged modesty of his sister and sets out for a revenge. Venue: Copernicus Marg, Mandi House Time: 7 p.m.



Akar Prakar Art Advisory is holding a solo art exhibition of works by artist Gopal Ghose. Born in Kolkata the artist trained in Neo-Bengal School style the artist mastered the medium of watercolour, apart from being proficient in diverse media such as tempera, pen and ink and pastel. Venue: 29 Hauz Khas Village, New Delhi Time: 11 a.m. to 7 p.m.



UDM Events presents “Raju Raja Ram Aur Mein” a Hindi comedy play by Bollywood actor Sharman Joshi. This is a comedy with a moral. Madan Sukhnandani, an industrialist catches his second wife red-handed with her lover who is his PA. With tempers running high, the husband falls prey to the cheating wife and he gets murdered. Venue: Siri Fort Auditorium, New Delhi Time: 6 p.m. B ND-ND
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Power of the pastoral Mandeep Nagi of Shades of India talks about an international market for yak blankets from Ladakh and cushions fashioned from Uttarakhand sheep wool Nagi and David Housego



sunalini mathew



Mandeep Nagi may have never visited Ladakh, but a small line of yak blankets made by its nomad tribes (to be launched in the US in September) is already building anticipation among her international clients. The design director and co-founder of Shades of India, the eclectic brand of artisanal apparel and home accessories, realised the potential in these blankets during an exhibition in the capital last year. Living Lightly: Journeys with Pastoralists, curated by Sushma Iyengar, highlighted the lives of nomads and their rituals, art and textiles. On seeing the crafts of the tribes of Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh, Maharashtra and Andhra Pradesh, and on learning that many were now rearing sheep for meat and bigger profits, Nagi began working with NGOs to help them retain their weaving traditions. “The yak blankets are super soft, natural, non-dyed and will be sold as special pieces,” she begins, adding, “They cannot be manufactured at will, as they are made by the tribes to meet their needs. The blankets may be old, going back 10 years, and sometimes used. This is something the domestic market is not ready for and will be open to only after it finds success abroad.” She should know, for her Shades of India, which she created with husband, David Housego two decades ago, operated internationally for many years before retailing in India. Nagi is no stranger to the al-



ternative route. Last year, she chose a domestic help from her neighbourhood as the face of her Shades of India collection, Cinnamon. And earlier this year, at Lakme Fashion Week, she had girls from Mumbai’s red light areas walk the runway; the Bagh collection featured fine cottons, metallic weaves and vintage lace on dupattas and dresses. “The term sustainable is used loosely,” she continues. “Our work must generate livelihood and cover a wide strata of society." The yak blankets, in natural brown, follow a minimalist pattern. “We will give it a good cleaning, and nicely finished edges, then bring in our expertise with layering,” says Nagi, who will be retailing them under her new brand in the US, Neem Living. The brand currently has woollen throws, cushions and clothing woven by tribes in Uttarakhand, as well as Gongadi, from the Telangana region, made from the wool of the local Deccani black sheep. They will be used as light rugs, she explains, also making time for Bengal’s extinct Baluchari this year, a woven textile, featuring motifs from the epics, as well as experiments with rose-scented camel milk soap. Priced from $200 (₹12,990) onwards, on neemliving.us.com. With inputs from Rosella Stephen



ART OF LIGHT About six years ago, when Nagi was clearing out her workshop, she found stacks of fabric swatches dumped across the oice. These were samples (about 1.5 square inches) that went into international catalogues so buyers could experience the textures. They had collected over the years and she didn’t have the heart to throw them on the rubbish heap. Piecing them together, she formed them into a screen, with handstitched cotton thread forming a mesh, holding over 1,000 bits together. It was a start to something she found she enjoyed: developing functional art using waste fabric from her main business of textile design. “The irst creation in a series is always organic – I see something lying around and get the workmen to piece things together. We develop it on feel; it isn’t designed on a computer. So when I did The Peace Garden, with a mesh backing and POPcovered white lowers, we tied on strips of white fabric in places on the mesh. While it is art, it can also be used as a screen for a room divider. This became a template of the way in which we could execute more pieces in a similar way,” says Nagi. So when a chandelier had to be made, the method of knotting on to a metal frame was easily done. Nagi’s work with functional art should be put in a gallery, says her husband, David Housego, who started the company, and after whom a room is named in the Neemrana Hotel’s Tijara Fort-Palace, Alwar, Rajasthan. The David Mahal shows a similar patchwork screen to the irst she created, but in beige and rust. So far, Nagi has executed about 15 pieces, mostly made to order, working with interior designers and architects, who ask commission for speciic projects. How does she feel about letting a work go, given that it may not always be displayed in the way she imagines it? “The way a piece is lit can make all the diference, but at the end of the day, I’m a professional. Textile art can be positioned in so many ways, especially if it serves a purpose,” she says. On the topic of purpose, Nagi has recently constructed a large 20-foot chandelier with nearly 10,000 wooden balls covered with ine cotton. She hopes to auction it for Kranti, a charity she supports. Prices from ₹20,000 to ₹3 lakh



AAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA



Creativity meets commerce: Cecilia Morelli-Parikh (extreme left); Le Mill in Mumbai



Business of fashion Dresses for occasions, a penchant for the new Saint Laurent and Loewe bags – Le Mill co-founder Cecilia Morelli-Parikh decodes the Indian luxury shopper elizabeth mathew



After a decade in the business, Cecilia Morelli-Parikh, believes she has figured out that rare species – the Indian luxury consumer. The cofounder of Le Mill, one of the first concept stores in India, Parikh came to India for a year-long assignment in 2007, and ended up settling in Mumbai. Today, she’s one of the mainstays of India’s fashion scene and is in the news for everything from her personal style to her taste in contemporary Indian art. But what she has gained most in the last decade of working in the country is some great insight into the mind of the average luxury consumer here. “Today’s consumer is definitely much more sophisticated and much more aware of brands and seasons – and I think social media has a big role to play in keeping customers updated about seasons and relevance – and this benefits us,” says Parikh. Why then have brands hesitated to make official forays into the Indian market? The answer, she says, is two fold. For one, the pool of luxury buyers in India is extremely small. “It’s a very small community of about 20,000 to, at the most, 1,00,000 people who can afford and really understand luxury, which is a CM YK



very small pool if you look at the size of the country.” And then, of course, there’s the old infrastructure issue, which keeps brands from looking towards India as an option.



Retail study So what is the average luxury shopper like? According to Parikh, women in India tend to buy dresses for special occasions, so that is their best-selling category. Women also recycle their pants and tend to buy a lot of new tops, which is why brands that make seperates seem to do really well. The average Indian customer is sophisticated, well-travelled and practical. She decides how her clothes fit the day she has planned. “Today I think more women tend to plan for looks that take them from meetings to school pickups and more,” says Parikh. Have there been brands that didn’t work as well as planned? “We love Erdem, and about five years ago we started stocking them in store for a few seasons, but the Indian customer wasn’t gravitating towards their pieces. Erdem is less sexy than other brands at a certain price range, and women here didn’t pick it up,” she says. What does work is Saint Laurent under Anthony Vacarello, and Loewe bags, which do really well , she adds.



Back to boutique One trend that Parikh has noticed globally is the return to boutiques. “In America, department stores are struggling, mostly because a sophisticated customer doesn’t need 1,00,000 random things to choose from, but 100 of the right kind of curated things and that’s why boutiques like us do well.” But now that international stores in the US as well as the UK ship foreign brands to India, they’re the competition for standalone stores. “Net-a-porter, Matches.com – these are our competitors because all our clients shop online, but where we have an advantage over them is the expense of shipping,” says MorelliParikh. Clothes at Le Mill are never more 10% above the price in Europe and it’s at least 20% cheaper than the stores in Dubai or Hong Kong. “If you’re going to ship something in from abroad, you’re paying 30 to 40% import duty on retail price and we think we can be competitive with that.” Another factor that Parikh believes will work in her favour, logistics. “If you’re going to try and return something you’ve bought online, you’re not going to get the duty back, so that does give us a sort of edge,” she admits, although she quickly adds, “But not forever, I’m sure.”



Top three 쐍 Best part of living in India? I never thought I’d like jewellery until I moved to India! Gem Palace is my favourite. One local clothing brand that I just love is Eka, and an Indian designer who I think can be really big internationally is Anamika Khanna. Her clothes translate really well into a western aesthetic.



Who do you think has great style? Celebrities who I think have a great sense of style are Sonam Kapoor, she’s here often to shop with us, and Jacqueline Fernandes, who has a great urban, street vibe to what she wears. Internationally, I think Michelle Williams and Alicia Vikander (both Louis Vuitton girls) are great.



쐍



What are your favourite concept stores? Three concept stores that inspired me back when we were launching Le Mill were Colette, Paris, Dover Street Market and Merci, again in Paris.



쐍
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