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10th January 2016 Baptism of the Lord



We pray for those who have died recently:



Parish Team Clergy



John Reilly (Rathcoole) Esther Bernie O’Reilly (Newcastle) Paul Sweeney (Newcastle) Claire Rigley (Rathcoole)



Fr. Enda Cunningham PP St Mary’s Parochial House Saggart. Tel: 4589209 Mob: 087-1380695



We extend our deepest sympathies To their families and friends.



Fr. Aidan Kieran CC 1 The Glebe Peamount Road Newcastle. Tel: 4589230 Mob: 087-6397744 Fr. Aloysius Zuribo C.C. 2 Carrigmore Place Saggart, Co. Dublin Tel. 01-4589209 Fr. Michael Shortall PC 87 Beechwood Lawns Rathcoole Tel: 4587187 Mob: 087 -2861765 Fr. Michael McGowan PC 7 St. Patrick’s Crescent, Rathcoole Tel: 4589210



Parish Pastoral Worker Ms. Breda Carroll c/o 01-4589209 Parish Secretary Martina Hopkins The Parish Office St. Mary’s Parochial House Opening Hours: 9.30-1.30 Monday to Thursday Tel: 4589209 www.saggartparish.com [email protected]



Items for Newsletter Items for Junction 4 should be sent to the Parish Office or emailed to the addresses given below. Many thanks. [email protected] or [email protected]



Eternal rest grant unto them O Lord And may perpetual light shine upon them. Invitation to an Extraordinary Week From Group 175 of the Irish Pilgrimage Trust For a number of years, parishioners have been very generous to supporting a group young people with disability to Lourdes for a week every Easter. This year, our Group would like to extend a welcome to anyone who would like to come as a carer. In particular, our group is in need of a registered nurse. Perhaps you may interested or know of someone who would be willing. It is a hectic and hard-working week but it is extraordinarily joyful. To learn more visit http://irishpilgrimagetrust.com and get in touch with Fr Michael Shortall at 087 2861765. Time: Week beginning March 27th plus short introductory meetings. A nurse would be required to commit to some preparation and support. Cost: 650 euro plus a commitment to do a little fundraising so that the children can go for free. R.S.V.P as soon as you can to: Fr. Michael Shortall (087 2861765). Thank you. Legion of Mary Patrician Meeting Monday 18th January, 7.30pm, Rathcoole Church Legion of Mary Discussion Group (The Patricians) will meet in the Meeting Room in Holy Family Church, Rathcoole on Monday 18th January 2016 at 7.30pm. Subject for Discussion: "What Should the Jubilee of Mercy mean to me?" All welcome Medjugorje Pilgrimage 9th



-



18th



May 2016 Spiritual Director: Fr. Aloysius Zuribo. From €595 pps including insurance. Contact Pat 086-0677392 or Phil 087-2238911 Retrouvaille a Lifeline for Marriage



Have you lost the desire to communicate with each other? Do you feel disillusioned n your marriage? The Retrouvaille programme can help you recover your marriage. Next programme 5th – 7th February 2016. For information contact Tony & Anne: 01 4953536. Email [email protected] www.retrouvaille.ie



Mass Schedule Saggart: Sunday: 9 am & 11.30 am Weekday: 9.30 am Rathcoole: Saturday Vigil: 6.30 p.m. Sunday: 10 am & 12.00 pm Weekday: 9.30 am Saturday: 10.00 am Brittas: Sunday: 10.30 am Newcastle: Saturday Vigil: 7.00 p.m. Sunday: 10.30 am Weekday: 10.00am Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri. Confession Saggart: Friday after 9.30am Mass Rathcoole: Saturday after 10.00am Mass Newcastle: Saturday after 7.00pm Mass Baptism Saggart 2.00pm Sunday Rathcoole 4.00 pm Saturday Newcastle 2nd Saturday 4pm Last Sunday 2pm Please contact the Parish Office Marriage Please contact the Parish Office



Joint Christmas 2015 message from the Archbishops of Armagh, the Most Revd Richard Clarke and the Most Revd Eamon Martin ‘May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.’ Romans 15:13 Although we often wish people a happy Christmas and peaceful New Year, we very rarely use the word ‘hope’ or ‘hopefilled’ in relation to either. People now seem to find it difficult to feel real hope for the future, for the world, and even for themselves. Hope is indeed a rare commodity and people are sometimes cautious about wishing for too much hope, lest they be disappointed. In the world around us, with all the violence and destruction that we have seen in recent weeks and months, there seems to be little interest in any scenario of hope. Yet as Nobel Peace Prize laureate, Archbishop Desmond Tutu said, ‘Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.’ Pope Francis has also often said: ‘Do not allow yourselves to be robbed of hope’. Hope is the opposite of despair and yet it is more than simply a desire for something better. Hope is a fundamental Christian quality, but it is never an individualistic thing. We should not wish simply for hope for ourselves, that things will turn out well for us or for those we like or love. Hope is something we are called to bring into the world in the name of Christ. If we are to be people of hope, we are also to be agents of hope. When we follow the call of Christ and seek to bring hope into the lives of others – material as well as spiritual hope – we then have grounds for real hope. What we do for others – in simple ways, or sometimes demanding ways – is sowing hope for the future. Around us in this country, there are those who can feel no hope for themselves or their families, whether through deprivation or because they are refugees from violence. We can become envoys of hope in the name of the Christ, who was born in a stable in Bethlehem. Just as he came into our world to bring hope into places of despair and light into the midst of darkness, so also can we become people of hope. Perhaps this year we can with sincerity wish others a hope-filled Christmas and New Year. With every blessing, +Richard Clarke (Church of Ireland Archbishop of Armagh), +Eamon Martin (Roman Catholic Archbishop of Armagh) Homily Extract of Bishop Martin Drennan at the ordination of Rev John O’Halloran and Rev Michael King for Galway Diocese on Wednesday 6th January 2016 The Magi in the gospel risked getting out of their depth in following their dream. In coming forward for ordination to priesthood John and Michael are launching out into the deep, responding to their search and trusting in the Lord who has called them. The Magi trusted the light God gave them. It brought them to Jesus, led them to honour him as king, to be captivated by him and offer him their finest gifts. John and Michael have put their trust in the call of the Lord, they have trusted the light that has guided them. Today they commit themselves to Jesus as the king they wish to serve and place their gifts and themselves at his service. Like the Magi we give thanks for all those who by word and example have led us to Jesus. We will be forever grateful for the light of their wisdom, for their ongoing encouragement and their trust that has brought us to where we are today. The support they give and the high ideals they have inspire us to aim to be the best we can be. We priests know that if we could come anywhere near the standards our loved ones have for us that we would be examples well worth following. Jesus gives us back our best selves. In his presence the Magi felt capable of great generosity. Those who have met a generous God can afford to be generous and usually want to be generous. The precious gifts offered by the Magi were of gold, frankincense and myrrh, gifts fit for the king they felt privileged to serve. In priesthood the gold we offer is the gift of a life of service, the frankincense we offer is our prayer, the myrrh we bring is our profound reverence for every person. During the ordination ceremony the men about to be ordained promise obedience to their bishop. There is no doubt that genuine service brings its own joy, but it costs. Every diocese has difficult appointments that demand courage and immense patience. The needs we have to be successful, to be liked, to avoid criticism, to be noticed, are often not met. There are many who would gladly serve God in an advisory capacity. A more humble approach recognizes that there is no limit to the good we can do provided we don’t mind who gets the credit. The call to serve, to be where the Lord wants us to be will always be a challenge. The frankincense we offer is the prayer that rises up from our hearts. Central to our service of our people is our prayer with them and for them. When we go to prayer we carry people on our hearts, we stand beside them in God’s presence, we want what is best for them. In prayer God fills us with his compassion. That compassion is intended to be a gift for others. In my first appointment I worked with a wonderful parish priest. One of the first things he said was, if you are kind to the sick then you will be forgiven for most of the mistakes that you make. People recognize genuine compassion. The gospel tells us that it was the starting point for Jesus’ ministry. Everything he said and did was done out of compassion. It showed itself in reverence for people. It takes many forms. It means respect for ourselves, for the gifts given to us and for our limitations. I once heard Cardinal Hume say, ‘If you receive praise, enjoy it but don’t inhale it’. Very sensible. One of the things that I have noticed over the years is how people who meet to share the gospel and pray together go away more joyful. ‘To be loved and to love, what joy!’ (Saint John Vianney). We get a real glimpse that joy. More, we have the ingredients that will keep it alive. May we remember them as we journey together into the future.
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Homily Extract of Bishop Martin Drennan at the ordination of Rev John O'Halloran and Rev Michael King. for Galway Diocese on Wednesday 6th January 2016. 
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