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August 2017!



Dear Wilder Families,



It is no secret that I love the beginning of a new school year (new school clothes and shoes are obvious), I love the energy everyone brings with smiles, anticipation, and enthusiasm. This year the Wilder staff members are ready to build relationships with students and among classmates as well as with parents and colleagues. Take a few minutes to say hello to our new staff members who are ready to develop those rich bonds for learning: •Melanie Schuetz, Half-day Kindergarten •Jennifer Turner, 3rd Grade •Brooke Basner, 4th Grade •Christine Miller, 5th Grade •Shannon Melyayev, Clinic •Laura Hooper, Kitchen Assist Manager •Jess Hesselberg, Library •Patty Gerz, SpEd Paraprofessional



Some staff members will be relocated within the building: •Jenny Sparland, moving to the library •Jerry Cain, moving to 4th Grade •Lisa Kreutz, moving to 2nd Grade •Hanna Makor, fulltime 2nd Grade •Sarah Lawrence, moving to 3rd Grade •Gloria Scharton, moving to intervention support •Robyn Bryant, Kitchen Manager •Kristin Byrne, moving to 1st Grade



Our Library Redesign team has been working with OfficeScapes to prepare our library for the first phase of renovation. While our team wanted to open with a new main library area, we are looking forward to a November delivery of furniture and carpet based on our specifications. Please stop by the library bulleting board for current updates regarding our progress and needs. Thanks to you and your commitment to Wilder our students will have an innovative work space available to all.



The Wilder PTO continues to be committed to he success of our students. Their first fundraiser is The Direct Giving Campaign which will run for three weeks. This fall fundraiser provides dollars to PTO to be allocated for technology purchases, additional dollars for classroom resources, and classroom holiday parties, additional staffing, and so many more benefits for our school. Please consider making your donation soon! Back to School nights are scheduled for next week. Our plan is to start in the gym with information about our commitment to your child then move to classrooms. We look forward to seeing you! Here's to an exciting year and partnership for successful student learning! Susan Dalton, Principal



4300 West Ponds Circle Littleton, CO 80123



From Littleton Public Schools Learning Services: Littleton Public Schools is implementing a new literacy program in grades Kindergarten through second grade. The Superkids©2017 Reading program is a core literacy curriculum that teaches all aspects of reading, seamlessly integrated with the language arts. The program is built on scientific research and proven pedagogy and combines rigorous instruction with highly motivating materials. As a result of decades of brain research, we now know that learning to read is not as natural as learning to talk. Most children must be taught how to read, and how they’re taught makes a difference. The right instruction can help develop the regions of the brain that are used to process sounds, connect letters to sounds, and recognize written words almost instantaneously. Research suggests the most efficient way to foster this process is through a system of instruction that teaches the relationship between letters and sounds explicitly, sequentially and systematically. The Superkids Reading Program provides that progression of instruction that builds skills and concepts sequentially as children progress from kindergarten through second grade. As students systematically learn the phonetic elements of English, Superkids provides them with highly engaging decodable literary and informational text with which to practice. While explicit, systematic instruction is essential for building the brain for reading automaticity, it should not be taught in isolation. Superkids instruction includes the five components of reading— phonemic awareness, phonics, comprehension, vocabulary, and fluency. Through the program, children build skills in reading along with writing composition, grammar, handwriting, spelling and speaking and listening. By the time children complete the Superkids Reading Program, they are strong readers and writers, ready to face the academic expectations that await them in the intermediate grades. All of this is done through the use of the highly engaging Superkids characters. Each character has a unique personality and interests and the Superkids grow and learn alongside our students.
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