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What’s up at Gloucester ? As a new parent to Gloucester I was absolutely astounded at the incredible warmth that exists within the school se(ng. Senior Administraon and staﬀ provide support not only academically to all its students but so many staﬀ oﬀer their personal me and promote an abundance of extra-curricular acvies . That generosity of spirit from teachers allows our students to reach their potenal and follow their own path. As we head into December, I can’t begin to menon all the extraordinary acvies that have taken place so far but I will try and menon a few, so that all families can sense what I have seen over the



past few short months. September seems so long ago now but looking back its easy to see that school acvies started up quickly, with band pracces, team tryouts and intermurals running. That doesn’t menon the countless clubs, LINK crew acvies and so much more. The Coﬀee House and the Music Night came upon us in October and I was able to see the talent at Gloucester. Our Choir was breathtaking, harmonious and passionate with a hint of whimsy (due to a bow e malfuncon). All our bands played incredibly well and showcased the true gi2s our students have that are being nurtured.



Our hidden gem (our dance studio) is heavily used by not only our dance and yoga club but also by rugby condioning, ﬁtness and outdoor-ed classes running constantly. Our students have access to impressive facilies but as parents we need to support improvements necessary to maintain the boundless opons for athlecs and the arts. In order to do that we need to connue to work with community members, families and OCDSB to ensure Gloucester has the abundance of healthy play opons.



Local and Global Initiatives In all our contacts it is probably the sense of being really needed and wanted which gives us the greatest satisfaction and creates the most lasting bond. Eleanor Roosevelt



It is important to understand that in order to be strong community “we” need to make sure that the most vulnerable people are well supported. Our students are passionate about championing those in need whether it be local or global. Gator Power (a student run iniave) held a food drive to support our local food bank, they are looking to support Neuro-



blastoma research at CHEO and supported a pancake breakfast for the United Way. December 2nd is “giving back Tuesday” and I can’t wait to see how our students will give back. Our own staﬀ are donang hand made scarves, mi:s and hats to youth in need. As I write this newsle:er Kim Leemhuis (our Library Technician) is currently facilitang Guest Speakers



from the Hanne Howard Foundaon. The Hanne Howard Fund was started by a couple in Toronto (Hanne and Ted Howard) to help HIVAIDS aﬀected children--many of whom were orphans--in the Lenana slum of Nairobi, Kenya. It is an tremendous opportunity for our students to see two individuals iniated change to help those in are in a vulnerable posion.
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Coming together is a beginning; keeping together is progress; working together is success. Henry Ford



Homework Help at Gloucester With the mid-term report cards home, parents/ caregivers have a clear picture as to how well their child is doing academically. It is important to note that every Wednesday in the library from 3:30pm 4:30pm we have student support services available. This is an opportunity for all Gloucester students who may be struggling with homework to find help.



Staff will be present to help with all subjects. Everyone needs help from time to time. It’s a great opportunity for students to learn to advocate for their own academic success.



cated at https://homeworkhelp.ilc.org/



It is important to keep in mind that there is always online tutoring in math available as well. The link for math help through the OCDSB is lo-



Choosing Gloucester Try not to become a man of success, but rather try to become a man of value. Albert Einstein



Success consists of going from failure to failure without loss of enthusiasm. Winston Churchill



This time of year is especially challenging for families whether they are in grade 8 or in grade 12. Students in both those grades are working together with their families to look ahead to the future.



is the time when as families, you need to ask questions of your child. What are there interests? What kind of learner are they? Do they need additional support? Are they looking for specific programming?



Gloucester has it’s Open House to Grade 8 parents on January 8th, 2015 This



It is up to families to understand what choices are available for their child.



Gloucester has some very unique programming that isn’t available anywhere else. Please check out the web site to look at all the options available at http:// www.ocdsb.ca/programs/sec/ SecondarySchoolCourses/Pages/ GloucesterHighSchool.aspx.



Knowing your Heart The pressure is mounting for our Grade 12 students with application deadlines on the horizon for Universities and Colleges. Grade 12’s should have a clear direction in terms of what they need in order to apply and if you are struggling for whatever reason, it is extremely im-
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portant that you seek help in guidance. Do not wait until the last minute. These are hard decisions but if you do your research, understand what you need in order to complete the applications, it will all come together. There are many different roads



that will lead you to success. College, University and work experience are all equally important and valued. If you work hard at whatever you do, you will be successful. Find your passion and follow your dreams. Remember to support those around you while on your journey.
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