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Week 7 Term 4: Wednesday November 29th 2017



PRINCIPAL’S MESSAGE With only 2 and a half weeks left at school, students are all beginning to feel tired, sickness is happening and emotions are becoming erratic. These two areas are causing most concerns to staff and we are asking for your support with theseLUNCHES We are having an issue with a number of students, mostly senior school, who are eating all their food at playtime and therefore having nothing to eat at lunch. This is causing a lack of energy and in some situations emotional upsets that we feel regular food intake may help. Teachers have talked to all students today about this, but could we please ask you to point out to your child what is brain food, playtime food and lunch food. It does seem silly to be so exact with senior students but it may help with their decision making. SCOOTERS Having a scooter at school is a privilege. We have had some destructive and dangerous behaviour with scooters. Issues have been caused around sharing scooters so we have made a rule- No Sharing unless with your own sibling. Anyone caught on someone else’s scooter, or lending their scooter will lose their privilege of having a scooter at school for the rest of the year. Students have also been asked to stop taking scooters or themselves into the garden along the staffroom, room 7 block. The irrigators and edging are being damaged. Please talk to your child about their decision making in this area.



LIFE EDUCATION Its not all doom and gloom at this time of year!!!- there are some excellent activities taking place and being planned. Life Education and Harold will be with us 8TH to the 13th December . The main topic for all classes is Resilience. Rooms 1,2,3 & 7 will all be working with Pip and Harold Friday 8th- & Monday 11th Rooms 4,5, & 6 will work with them Tuesday 12th and Wednesday 13th. If you have any questions about the programme being covered please contact your child’s teacher. Life Education Trust Parent Information Who are Harold and Pip, you may ask? Well, they are the amazing duo who work in the Life Education Trust's mobile classroom. They help to provide children with the knowledge to make informed choices about their health, respect for others and to appreciate their uniqueness. The programme helps children: • develop life skills; • make healthy choices; • gain knowledge about their health and bodies; • develop a sense of self esteem and a positive understanding of themselves; • develop strategies for relating to others. Please feel free to visit the Life Education Classroom and see what Harold and Pip get up to. You will be really entertained and informed especially since the new 3G technology upgrade has enhanced programme delivery. Just contact the school or Pip (027 4893859) to organise a time.



EISTEDDFOD- TERM 4- SINGING For a lot of students this is the hardest Eisteddfod for the year. Please encourage your child and let them know that its not about being a great singer, its about making an attempt and persevering when it gets hard. Teachers are happy to work with any child to make this as easy as possible for them.



THYME FESTIVAL MURAL Please check out the mural completed by 10 of our senior students during Thyme Festival. It is now hanging in the New World Supermarket café. Thank you to the Ryan family for displaying this wonderful piece of work. Thank you also to Maxine Williams for her guidance and support during its creation. Our students loved learning from a real artist!



Congratulations Hannah Tait. Hannah recently entered “The War Cries” in the Short Story competition run by The Mirror. The junior section was for anyone under the age of 18 and Hannah did extremely well to earn a Commended for her entry. Well done Hannah. We are very proud of you.



TO HELP WITH YOUR ORGANISATION Next two and a half weeks Thursday 30th November



Room 6 to Matangi Station as part of Sticks & Stones



Friday 1st December



Room 3 & 4 to cycle to Mrs Beilby’s house - Education Outside the Classroom



Tuesday December 5th



BOT Meeting @ 6.30pm



Wednesday 6th December



PTA Meeting @ 7pm



Thursday 7th December @ 1.30pm



Eisteddfod assembly - singing



Week 8 and some of Week 9



Rooms 1,2 & 7 Education Outside the Classroom activities. Please check blogs for details & a note will go home with students tomorrow.



Thursday 14th December



Years 5 & 6 to attend movie “Wonder” @ Central Cinema as a follow on from the literary study. Thank you to Central Cinema and Maria Shea for making this special showing possible.



Thursday 14th December



Graduation Mass - all students to attend in uniform. Farewell to Year 8 and welcome any new entrants since Term 3. Announcement of Mercy Awards



Friday 15th December



Room 6 to attend movie ‘Wonder’ @ Central Cinema as a follow on from the literary study. Once again Thank You to Central Cinema and Maria Shea for making this special showing possible.



Friday 15th December @ 1pm



Prize giving. All classes will be performing a Xmas tableau. Prizes for academic & sporting excellence.



Tuesday 19th December



School closes at 1pm.



Dates to be confirmed: Year 8 End of Year function Finances Rooms 3,4 & 5 had money left over after camp expenses. This will be used to pay for EOTC activities ( excluding mini golf Rm 3& 4 as this has to be a cash payment) If there is still an excess after these activities this will be credited to you before the end of the year. Any queries regarding this please talk to Chrissy. We would appreciate it any outstanding school invoices are paid before the end of the term so we can settle all our finances before the beginning of 2018. Your help with this is appreciated.



BIRTHDAYS



December 2nd December 4th



Harry Ryan Jedi Stewart James Diver Lachie Diack



SPORT Congratulations to Hannah O’Connor who has been selected to play in the Otago Country Primary Girls Cricket team. Well Done Hannah.



SPECIAL CHARACTER



Important Dates coming up: • St. Gerard’s Graduation Mass & End of year School Mass: 6 pm Thursday 14th December.



Advent is a time for remembering and reflecting on the birth of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Let us not get caught up in the hustle and bustle of the season this year and miss the chance to celebrate the gifts of hope, peace, joy and love that were sent to us on that first Christmas. Every word in scripture points to the gift of hope that we have because of Christ Jesus. We were given a glimmer of that hope as God chose to send His son onto this earth through a family tree that was a little bent and scarred. The surroundings weren’t grand. The situation wasn’t without its difficulties. However, you came in the midst of all of that. Emmanuel. God with us. God in the messy. God in the dirty. God in the difficult and the troubled. Your plan to redeem and restore mankind was to dwell among us, fully God and fully man. You chose to come to earth enrobed in the fragile soft skin of a newborn baby and set aside all of the glory of heaven for one purpose. You came to be with us. You came to love us. You came to die for us, so that we might live. That first Christmas, you gave us the gift of hope wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a manger. Thank you, Father, for your immeasurable gift. Mass Times 6.00pm Saturday @ St Peters in Omakau 9.00am Sunday @ St John The Baptist in Alexandra Altar Server Roster Week



Date 7 3rd December



Names Jacob Fonseca



Mia Flannery



PTA



Opening Hours: Monday - 2.45pm to 3.15pm Friday – 8.45am to 9.15am (Located Beside Room 3 – open other Emes by request) Contact Details: [email protected] or Kate Donaldson 027 6229226 PTA Meeting Wednesday 6th December @ 7pm Tracksuits It is time for these to be returned to school. Please ensure the tracksuit has been washed and is returned in a named plastic bag.



SPORT Congratulations to Hannah O’Connor who has been selected to play in the Otago Country Primary Girls Cricket team. Well Done Hannah.



GENERAL NEWSBOARD Lost Maggie Healey has lost her watch. She put it in her schoolbag when the class was changing into togs last Thursday. It may have fallen from her bag. It is a white baby G watch with a rose gold face. If anyone has seen this or taken home by mistake please return to Maggie or the school office. Art Auction Successful bidders can now pay and collect their art pieces at the school office. If you are not sure of how much you owe Chrissy has the list in the office. You may pay directly into the PTA bank account - 031733000506500



Sausage Sizzle Thursday lunchtimes - $2 each. Please have money to office by 9.00am



JO BLACKIE - SWIM SCHOOL ALEXANDRA HOLIDAY PROGRAMME MOLYNEUX AQUATC CENTRE 8th - 12th JANUARY 2018 5 x half hour daily lessons (mornings) = $60.00 If you wish to enrol please email before the 8th December [email protected] include your child’s name, age, and ability



Roxburgh Pioneer Energy Brass conducted by 



John Buchanan



Christmas in the Valley Vanilla Vine 



Maria Aﬄeck - violin and Sharon McLennan - piano



With Guest Artists -



A exciting variety of music for Brass Band including music for the Festive Season and other favourites.



Solos from Sarah Wright and Jamie Cunningham 



2017 Regional Contest winners



Audience Carol Singing - 



Join with the band in singing favourite Christmas Carols. 



Roxburgh Entertainment Centre Sunday December 17th - 2.30pm



Tickets - Adults $10.00 children free



Tickets available from



Manhattan Cafe - Roxburgh



Unichem Pharmacy and Bookshop - Alexandra



Door Sales available 
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