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Minnesota’s First K-12 IB World Schools District



For more information on the IB program or open enrollment, contact our Diploma Program Coordinator: Conrad Anderson DP Coordinator [email protected] (651) 457-9408



South St. Paul Seconday, located high on a bluff overlooking the Mississippi River, is a public school of just over 1,300 students, grades 6-12. The high school graduated its first class in 1908, and the recently remodeled high school building is a source of pride for citizens of this hardworking community located just across the river from downtown St. Paul. South St. Paul Seconday is proud of the variety of academic and extracurricular activities it provides. In addition to offering the rigorous IB academic program, we offer a general academic program for students who wish to enter college or the work force after graduating from high school. The Secondary building is home to the school district/community theater, which presents as many as eight major productions a year. South St. Paul Secondary 700 North Second Street South St. Paul, MN 55075



www.sspps.org Phone: (651) 457-9408 Fax: (651) 457-9455



South St. Paul Public Schools District Office 104 Fifth Avenue South South St. Paul, MN 55075



www.sspps.org Phone: 651-457-9400 Fax: 651-457-9485



Our students are perennial participants at the state level in speech, debate, music, academic, and sports competitions. Students may also participate in a number of educational options outside of school – vocational programs for juniors and seniors are available at area vo-tech schools, non-traditional learning environment at the Community Learning Center, and post-secondary options for students who choose this path. Moreover, we believe the quality of our teaching and support staff is unequaled in area schools. The caliber of our staff, combined with the rigor of our academic program and the vitality of our extracurricular activities, makes South St. Paul Secondary a school with a future.



DP



THE INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE DIPLOMA PROGRAM (DP) Passionate Learners Positively Changing Our World



www.ibo.org



Preparing students to be active participants in a lifelong journey of learning



THE IB DIPLOMA PROGRAM (DP)



BENEFITS OF TAKING IB COURSES



THE CURRICULUM



SIX MAJOR AREAS OF STUDY



The IB Diploma Program (DP) is an academically challenging and balanced program designed for students in grades 11 and 12.



The IB Diploma is possibly the most distinguished academic credential a high school student can earn. IB courses provide you with the solid, wellrounded education you’ll need to succeed in the highly competitive global society.



The IB Diploma Program is made up of six subject groups and the DP core - comprising theory of knowledge (TOK), creativity, activity, service (CAS) and the extended essay.



Group 1: Studies in language and literature Our literature course features British and American literature along with five works in translation from other world cultures.



Those who complete the Diploma Program enjoy a competitive edge in admission to any college or university in the world.



THE CORE



Group 2: Language acquisition South St. Paul Secondary offers three world language options: Chinese, French and Spanish.



The Diploma Program courses focus on creativity, innovation, self-discipline, and the ability to function as part of a team. These capabilities are embedded in our programs in an international context. They give students the perspectives of other cultures, societies and countries, and teach them how they can engage with their peers. All of these features help prepare students to be college and career ready in an increasingly global society.



Our IB graduates always share that taking IB classes helped them immensely. They learned how to prioritize, focus, write, and think. Our IB graduates felt well-prepared to tackle almost any assignment that came their way while pursuing higher education. In addition, students who receive good scores on IB exams often get advanced placement and credit in college. In fact, many students who pursue the full IB Diploma are able to enter college as sophomores. Having to take fewer courses in college, or to be able to double major in 4 years, is a real money saver for you and your parents.



Theory of Knowledge (TOK) This course encompasses major topics in philosophy, language, civilization, and culture. Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) Students spend several hours on extracurricular activities, a portion of which must involve service to the local and international community. The Extended Essay Students engage in an independent research through an in-depth study on a topic chosen from one of the six subject areas.



DIPLOMA PROGRAM OPTIONS Full IB Diploma Program Diploma candidates are enrolled in all courses and tests required to obtain the IB Diploma. IB Honors Program Students must enroll in and test in at least four IB subjects (or three subjects and TOK) and complete the CAS program.



Group 3: Individuals and societies World History and European History are offered to juniors and seniors. Students may also take IB Psychology and IB Business and Management as additional Group 3 subjects. Group 4: Sciences Students may take Biology, Chemistry, Physics and/or Environmental Systems and Societies. Group 5: Mathematics Students have two options: Mathematics for students interested in math and science; and Math Studies for the humanities-minded students. Group 6: The Arts Students may choose to take Visual Arts or Music. Students are also given the option to opt for a second subject in groups 2, 3, or 4.
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