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English for Academic Purposes, Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s AMERICAN LANGUAGE INSTITUTE Fall Semester Newsletter Issue #3, Monday, November 21, 2016 EAP Blog: ali.sdsu.edu/blog/eap/ Pre-Grad Blog: ali.sdsu.edu/blog/masters/



In This Issue: Important Dates Page 1 Student Calendar (November – January) Certificate Ceremony Page 2



Important Dates Wednesday, November 23 Last day to register for Spring 2017. Visit tinyurl.com/alicontinue to register.



Thursday, December 1 Exit Test Instructions Page 3



Last day to pay Spring 2017 tuition and fees without the $250 late fee. Last day to cancel Spring without any fees.



Class Choice for Spring 2017 Transfer Testing Information Page 4 General Level Movement Immigration Information Page 5-6



Tuesday, December 13 Last day of classes (attendance taken).



Thursday, December 15 Certificate ceremony; Last day of Fall 2016.



Monday, January 9, 2017 Schedule pick-up; First day of Spring classes. Please note that you are not allowed to leave the EAP or Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s program before Thursday, December 15, 2016. If you leave before the last day of school (December 15), you can be dismissed from the ALI for violating the F-1 visa requirement, which is to be in school full time while school is in session.



REMEMBER NO SMOKING is allowed on the SDSU campus! This includes anywhere around Gateway, Extended Studies Center, and the parking lots.



If you want the ALI to transfer your I-20 to another school before December 15, 2016, you must withdraw from the ALI first. Withdrawing from the ALI means you will not complete the semester, and you will not receive any grade report or certificate for Fall 2016. If you are on a government-sponsored scholarship, you will be asked to pay the tuition and fees back to your government if you withdraw. 1



STUDENT CALENDAR (NOVEMBER - JANUARY) November



23 (Wednesday)



December 1 (Thursday) 7 (Wednesday) 8 (Thursday)



9 (Friday)



11 (Sunday) 12 (Monday) Attendance taken



13 (Tuesday)



14 (Wednesday) 15 (Thursday) *Last day of the semester



Last day to register for Spring 2017 (tinyurl.com/alicontinue) 24 (Thursday) – 25 (Friday) Thanksgiving Holiday – ALI Office Closed -Last day to pay Spring 2017 tuition and fees without the $250 late fee. -Last day to cancel Spring 2017 registration without any fees. -Exit Test sign up opens at 8:00 am (see page 3 on how to register) Final exams for all Monday/Wednesday classes -Final exams for all Tuesday/Thursday classes -Foundations Exit Test -Last day of Session B electives -Math test for EAP/IEC students transferring into Pre-MBA/PreMaster’s (2:00 pm, Gateway 2534) -Speaking test for Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s students transferring into EAP (2:00 pm, ESC 209/211) Exit Test sign up closes at 4:00 pm (see page 3 on how to register) -Last day of Monday/Wednesday classes and Foundations Reading/Vocabulary and Speaking/Listening -Last day of Tuesday/Thursday classes and Foundations Writing/Grammar -Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s Final Event (9:00 am, ESC 210) -Foundations grade report handout (10:00 am, in Reading/Vocabulary classrooms) -Exit Test -Placement test for EAP students transferring into IEC/IBE/SE -EAP & Pre-Grad grade report handout (12:00 pm, Rm. 2532/34) -Certificate Ceremony (1:00 pm, ESC 206/208) -SDSU Admitted Student Information Session (2:00 pm, ESC 206)



Winter Break for EAP & Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s Continuing Students



Friday, December 16, 2016 – Sunday, January 8, 2017 January 2017



9 (Monday)



SPRING 2017 CLASSES BEGIN Continuing students must return to the ALI on January 9.



Certificate Ceremony This semester’s EAP & Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s Certificate Ceremony is in ESC 206/208 at 1:00 pm, Thursday, December 15th. We will have light refreshments in addition to handing out certificates to honor your accomplishments this semester. Whether you are moving on to a university or continuing with us in the spring, please come and say good-bye to your teachers as you finish a semester. We look forward to seeing you there!



Receiving a Certificate In order to receive a certificate for Fall 2016, you must have at least 80% overall attendance through Tuesday, December 13th and pass all your classes, including CR/NC classes. 2



EXIT TEST INSTRUCTIONS The Exit Test is for students who are passing all classes and want to move up not just 1, but 2 levels. To skip a level, you need to pass all of your classes, take the Exit Test and receive great test scores. Only a few students who take the Exit Test are able to skip a general level. Students who are failing classes should not sign up for the Exit Test! The program will not look at exit test scores if you are failing. The Exit Test has 3 parts: writing, listening, and reading. All three tests will be taken on the computer in a lab. The writing test is an essay; you will write it directly on the computer. You will have 40 minutes to write your essay. The listening and reading tests each have 20 multiple choice questions. You will use headphones for the listening test.



Exit Test for EAP 100-102 Students Level 100-102 students do not need to sign up for the Exit Test. You will take the Exit Test on Thursday, December 8. You will get more information from your teachers. If you place into level 103 or higher, you will need to take a speaking test on Friday, December 9. We will contact you by e-mail if you need to take a speaking test.



Exit Test for EAP & Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s 103-105 Students Level 103-105 students will take the exit test on Wednesday, December 14. There are two test sessions. You choose either the morning OR the afternoon session, not both. 8:45 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 12:45 p.m. – 4:00 p.m. Online sign-up will open at 8:00 a.m. on Thursday, December 1. You will not be able to sign up before then. Sign-up will close on Sunday, December 11 at 4:00 p.m. Follow these steps to sign up for the test: 1. Go online to: tinyurl.com/Fall16EAPExit 2. The password is: EAPEXIT (one word, all capital letters) 3. Read the information about the test. Go to Time, Available Slot, and click on “Sign up” for Session 1 or Session 2. 4. Sign in if you already have an account. Be sure to use the email address you used when you created the account. If you don’t have an account yet, please create one. This will help us contact you if there are any changes. 5. You will receive a thank you message confirming your registration. Please note: You can only sign up online. There is no paper sign-up sheet. Where is the test? Check in room for the test: 209/211



What should I bring? * Bring your Red ID card – it is required for check in. * A pencil. * DO NOT bring your cell phone(s). No electronic devices will be permitted in the testing room. They will be collected at the door.



Questions about the Exit Test? If you have any questions or need help registering, you can visit the academic advising office. You can also e-mail the testing coordinator, Lynn Eddy-Zambrano, [email protected]. 3



Class Choice for Spring 2017 If you are continuing in EAP (103+) or Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s in Spring 2017, you will receive an email requesting you to choose a Spring focus or test prep class online from Julie Hadfield (EAP Focus/TOEFL/IELTS Coordinator, [email protected]) or Frank Herrera (Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s Director, [email protected]). Please read the instructions carefully and complete the online class choice form before the deadline. If you do not complete the class choice form, a class will be chosen for you, and you may not be able to change it during Spring 2017 even if you do not like it. Be sure to take action!



TRANSFER TESTING INFORMATION Are you transferring to another ALI program in Spring? Please check the following to make sure you complete the necessary testing before the end of this semester.



EAP STUDENTS TRANSFERRING TO PRE-MBA/PRE-MASTER’S:  To enter the Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s program, you must place into General Level 104 or higher in Spring 2017.  You must take the math test at 2:00 pm on Friday, December 9th (ROOM CHANGED: Gateway 2534) in order to begin the program in Spring. If you do not take the test on December 9th, you will be disqualified from the Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s program and be placed back into EAP.  You must return on Monday, January 9th, 2017 to the ALI to pick up your class schedule and begin your classes.



PRE-MBA/PRE-MASTER’S STUDENTS TRANSFERRING TO EAP:



 You must take the speaking test at 2:00 pm on Friday, December 9th (ESC 209/211) in order to begin the program in Spring. If you do not take the test on December 9th, you will be disqualified from the EAP program and be placed back into Pre-MBA/Pre-Master’s.  You must return on Monday, January 9th, 2017 to the ALI to pick up your class schedule and begin your classes.



EAP AND PRE-MBA/PRE-MASTER’S STUDENTS TRANSFERRING TO IEC/IBE/SE:  You do not need to attend orientation with all the new students on January 4th and 5th. However, you must take the IEC/IBE/SE placement test on Wednesday, December 14th from 1:30 pm. Please sign up for the test at the ALI Front Desk when the sign-up sheet becomes available later this semester.  If you do not take the test on December 14th, you will need to take the tests with the new students on Wednesday, January 4th.  If you plan to transfer into IBE or SE, you also need to meet with the IBE/SE Assistant Director, Kelly Shah ([email protected]), who will give you specific details about the program.  You must return on Monday, January 9th, 2017 to the ALI to pick up your Spring class schedule and begin your classes. 4



HOW TO MOVE UP IN GENERAL LEVEL FOUNDATIONS, EAP, PRE-MBA/PRE-MASTER’S  Are you in Foundations?    



Remember! Attendance is taken during the week of December 12th. If your attendance goes below 80% at the end of the semester, you can still be dismissed from the ALI.



Pass all of your classes. Keep your attendance above 80%. Take the required Foundations Exit Test on Thursday, December 8th to confirm that you made progress this semester. If you fail a class, your overall GPA will be evaluated to determine whether you can move up to the next level. Your overall GPA must be 2.3 or higher to move up.



 Are you a Level 103, 104, 106, or 106+ student?    



Pass all graded classes with a 2.0 or better. Pass all Credit/No Credit classes with a CR. Keep your attendance above 80%. If you fail a class, your overall GPA will be evaluated to determine whether you can move up to the next level. Your overall GPA must be 2.3 or higher to move up.



 Are you a Level 105 student?    



Pass all graded classes with a 2.0 or better. Pass all Credit/No Credit classes with a CR. Have an overall GPA of 2.7 or higher. Keep your attendance above 80%.



NOTE: Certificates are not issued to students who fail a class, including CR/NC classes, and/or go below 80% in overall program attendance.



IMPORTANT IMMIGRATION INFORMATION Change of Information All students on an F-1 student visa must report any change in your U.S. address, email address, phone number, and home country address within 10 days. Update your address via the ALI Student Portal: http://ali.sdsu.edu/StudentPortal. If you cannot log in to the ALI Student Portal please submit your address via the Change of Information online form (https://ali.sdsu.edu/Pages/ALI/AddressChange.aspx).



I-94 Arrival/Departure Record Information To print a paper copy of your I-94, or to get your I-94 number, click on the link below and fill out the requested information: www.cbp.gov/I94 You may need your I-94 number or a paper copy of the I-94 for the following reasons:  get a driver’s license  get a social security card  show proof that you have a valid F-1 or J-1 status 5



Transfer to Another School As an F-1 student you have 60 days from your program end date to apply to a new school and get accepted, and to provide your new school’s admission letter, and transfer form if applicable. You must start your new school’s next available start date, and this cannot be more than 5 months from your ALI program end date.



Travel Outside the USA Before you travel outside the USA please check page #3 of your I-20 form. You should already have a travel signature that is valid for one year from the signature date, or the end of the I-20 form listed in Section #5 of the first page, whichever is sooner. If you need a new travel signature, please see a Designated School Official (DSO) in the ALI Office. To reenter the USA from a temporary absence, you will need:  Valid Passport. For some countries your passport must be valid for at least 6 months upon entry.  Valid F-1 Student visa. Note if you travel to Mexico or Canada, you may be able to reenter the USA on an expired F-1 visa via Automatic Visa Revalidation (https://help.cbp.gov/app/answers/detail/a_id/1218/~/automatic-revalidation-for-certaintemporary-visitors).  The ALI recommends you print out your I-94 (Arrival/Departure Record) as it is additional proof of your valid F-1 status. https://i94.cbp.dhs.gov/I94/request.html NOTE: You cannot leave and reenter the USA AFTER your studies have completed.



Entry Visas to Other Countries To travel outside the U.S. to a country other than your home country, an entry visa may be required. Call that country’s embassy or consulate in the U.S. for information. For a list of all embassies and consulates in the U.S. visit, www.embassy.org.



Short Trips to Mexico or Canada If you have a valid US visa in your passport, you do not need to apply for a visa to visit Mexico. If traveling to Canada, unless your country of citizenship is among the visa exempt countries (http://www.canadavisa.com/canadian-immigration-visitor-visa-exemptions.html), you will need to obtain a Temporary Resident Visa (TRV) (http://www.canadavisa.com/canadian-temporary-visitorvisa.html) from Citizenship and Immigration Canada. A tourist TRV is generally issued for a period of six months and can be obtained at your nearest Canadian Immigration Visa Office.



TITLE IX In accordance with Title IX, San Diego State University prohibits discrimination, harassment and retaliation on the basis of sex, gender, or sexual orientation, including sexual harassment and violence. For more information regarding Title IX, Sexual Violence Prevention and Education, and the University's complaint procedures, please visit: SDSU Nondiscrimination Policy https://www.ces.sdsu.edu/Pages/Engine.aspx?id=64



6
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