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The Welcome You are welcome. Welcome you who are sleepy, you who are hung-over, tired, worn down and out, weary and hungry. Welcome the joyful, the happy, the giggling, the young, the old, and those still in nappies. Welcome you who are lonely and ill, the empty, the done, the callous, cold and self-involved. Welcome the celebrating, the confused and the betrayed. Welcome the joyful, the thankful, the expectant. Welcome those who are irritable, miserable or frosty. Welcome those who are full of life and those with new lives. Welcome the curious, the weeping, laughing, the mournful and rejoicing. Welcome those worn out by small children, the frazzled. Welcome the frightened and scared. Welcome the searching and unsure, the boastful and the insecure. Welcome you who are doing just OK, alright, the not quite sure, the dirty, the pure, those with open eyes, those buried under lies. Welcome you who are excited and social, the inspired, the confident, those at ease, the ones who know they’re loved. Welcome those who search, the seekers, the willing to learn. Welcome the numb, those not sure how to engage, those defensive against kind words, the empty. Welcome the dissatisfied and aching, the adventurer and the risk averse.  Welcome the introvert, the extrovert, the noisy and loud and those who just want to roll on the floor with the kids and a handful of toys. Welcome you who are unknown, the tearful and those only half here. Welcome the lacking, the distracted, the bare. Welcome the angry, the bitter, the clutching and disappointed. Welcome the judgemental and the shameful, the guilt-ridden and the hidden. Welcome the broken and hurting. Welcome the talentless, the bereft, the sulking and self-pitying. Welcome those who don’t know what to say. Welcome the fumblers, the embezzlers, the manic, the rich and greedy, the powerful, the positive, the born again, the dreamers, the pure. Welcome the lost, the self-righteous, the addicted. Welcome to the fantasists, the enthusiasts, the depressed, the thinkers and the clueless. Welcome theist, atheist and agnostic. Welcome those in debt, the generous, the shy, the religious, the cynic, the skeptic, the passive and the hectic. Wherever you are and whatever you’ve done you are welcome. We believe that in finding ourselves most wholly welcome and loved, in the presence of One who was despised, rejected, crucified and then resurrected, there is new life. There is transformation. So, welcome. And in finding ourselves most wholly welcome, we welcome you God, the Great welcomer and our very present peace.



Matthew 28



Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. And behold, there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. And for fear of him the guards trembled and became like dead men. But the angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was crucified. He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the place where he lay. Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you will see him. See, I have told you.” So they departed quickly from the tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. And behold, Jesus met them and said, “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold of his feet and worshiped him. Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.”



Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had directed them. And when they saw him they worshiped him, but some doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”



Easter Benediction I (based on 2 Corinthians 1) All praise to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the source of every mercy, the God of all consolation. Do not rely on yourselves alone, but put your trust in him. For the God who can raise the dead to life again will also deliver you! ALL: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.



Easter Benediction II (based on Isaiah 43) Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name, you are mine. When you go through deep waters and great trouble, I will be with you. When you go through rivers of difficulty, you will not drown! When you walk through the fire of oppression, you will not be burned; the flames will not consume you. For I am the Lord, your God, the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. ALL: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.



Easter Benediction III God does not leave things as they are; With God, all things are made new. All creation responds to God’s presence; The world is alive with possibility. We open ourselves to this truth; With Christ, we trust our whole lives to this power. Nothing is beyond the reach of God; Neither evil, nor hardship, nor death. Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.



Easter Benediction IV As Christ burst forth from the tomb, may new life burst forth from us and show itself in acts of love and healing to a hurting world. And may the same Christ, who lives forever and is the source of our new life, keep your hearts rejoicing and grant you peace this day and always. Amen. ALL: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.



Easter Benediction V (based on Hebrews 13) And now, may the God of peace, who brought back again from the dead our Lord Jesus, equip you with all you need for doing his will. May he produce in you, through the power of Jesus Christ, all that is pleasing to him. To him be glory forever and ever. ALL: Christ is risen! He is risen indeed.
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