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Early Childhood Education I & II Course Syllabus 2016-2017 Howard G. Sackett Technical Center 5836 State Route 12 Glenfield, NY 13343 315-377-7300



“Enriching the ever changing global community with skilled and educated leaders who will inspire future generations.”



Contact Information Instructor: Cindy Fitzpatrick Email: [email protected] Phone #: 315-377-7301



Course Description The Early Childhood Education program is a two-year program designed to prepare interested students for entry-level employment working with young children. Students enrolled in the program have the opportunity to explore many different careers working with children through internship experiences, guest speakers, research, field trips and cooperative learning activities. Students enrolled in the program will receive a solid foundation towards the Child Development Associates credential (CDA). This course will also give students the foundations to go on to college to become a teacher in nursery school, Pre-K, or elementary education, and other fields related to adolescent children.



Units of Instruction All programs include a variety of classroom instruction methods, which may include: lecture, class discussion, guest speakers, demonstrations, projects, group work, computer research, etc. Each program also includes a variety of hands-on practice, which may include: labs, live work, field work, field trips, college visits, internships, etc.



First-Year • Introduction to early childhood education • Growth and development • Observation and Recording: child assessment • A child centered environment • Program planning and scheduling • Guiding play experiences • Guiding literacy activities • Guiding art experiences • Guiding music and movement • Guiding nutrition, health and wellness • Guiding science experiences • Guiding math experiences • Guidance of young children • Management of center operations • Teacher, parent and community relationships



Second-Year The second year in Early Childhood education mirrors the Child Development Associate (CDA) Credential • To establish and maintain a safe, healthy learning environment • To advance physical and intellectual competence • To support social and emotional development and to provide positive guidance • To establish positive and productive relationships with families • To ensure a well-run, purposeful program that is responsive to participant needs • To maintain a commitment to professionalism



Hands-on Activities Students will have the opportunity to: • • • • • • • • • • •



Plan and practice teaching developmentally age appropriate activities for children Design and display bulletin board Plan a child care center Order supplies that support the early childhood curriculum Complete preparation tasks, photo coping, and book binding Demonstrate lessons using the SMARTBOARD Positively guide and communicate children, families, supervisors and peers Demonstrate safety Provide healthy recipes Observe children to understand their growth and development Create a professional portfolio



Internship Students will have an opportunity in their junior and senior year to participate in an internship experience. Students will be able to apply what they have learned in their program to a real-life on the job setting. Examples of prior internship sites include: •



Beaver River Elementary School



• • • • • • • • •



Boonville Elementary Copenhagen Elementary School Forestport Elementary School Hand in Hand early Childhood Center Head Start (Beaver Falls, Boonville, Lewis County, Lyons Falls) Glenfield Elementary School Lewis County Hospital – Activities with the Elderly Lowville Elementary School Town of Webb Elementary School



Grading



Quarterly grades are based on the following three categories:



Category



Work Ethic Skills Tasks Knowledge



20% 40% 40%



Weight



Work Ethic Students receive a daily work ethic grade based on the following: • • • • • • • • • •



Appropriate dress and hygiene Respect to supervisory personnel Following directions Working well independently Working well with others Practice of common courtesies Demonstration of leadership qualities Demonstration of safety practices Time management Positive work attitude



Skills Tasks Students will be graded on authentic hands-on tasks and skills related to the program. Some examples of Skills Tasks for this course are: • • • •



Identify careers in the Early Childhood Field Create activities for special needs children Develop activities that help children develop reading skills Teach a lesson for children



• • • • Knowledge



Create a dramatic play center Create nutritional recipes for children Display a bulletin board Positively communicate with children, families and co-workers



Students will be graded on written assignments, quizzes, tests, and projects.



Final Exam



Students will also take a comprehensive final exam counting as twenty percent (20%) of their final school grade.



Certifications



Students may earn the following certifications: • •



Credits



CPR CDA (Child Development Associate Credential)



Successful students will earn four (4) high school credits per school year. These may include the following integrated academic credits: • •



English (1/2 credit per year) Career and Financial Management (1/2 credit)



Articulation Agreements



Students may earn credits or advanced standing at the following post-secondary institutions: • • • • • •



Herkimer Community College Jefferson Community College Mohawk Valley Community College Pennsylvania State College SUNY Canton SUNY Cobleskill



Program Resources



Textbooks, books, manuals, trade magazines, DVDs, tools, equipment, computers, and online resources are available to support the course of study and supplement student training.



Required Supplies • •



2-3 ring binders Paper



• • • • • • • • •



Pens Pencils Thumb drive Plastic page protectors Page dividers Manila file folders Notebook Journal Highlighters



Dress Code Requirements Students will be advised of proper internship attire.



Classroom Rules/Late Work Policy



Students will be advised of all classroom rules and late work policies within the first few days of instruction. Students will also be provided with the code of conduct outlining general building rules.
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