









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Ethan Bulak 10-10-12 Ed. Psych. Dr. Rosenthal



Educational Psychology Midterm Question #2: Educators always should be looking for new opportunities to help the parents of the students become more involved in the education of their child. While the teacher can provided a certain amount of motivation to the student, the parents are a much more powerful force. Utilizing a program like 'teach your parents to play' can really help them to be involved the the musical aspect of their students lives. A 'teach your parents to play' program is exactly what it sounds like; it is an opportunity for the children to teach their parents how to play their instruments. The kids will work with their parents on the basics and at the end of the activity, the parents put on a concert for their kids. This is not only a really great activity for strengthening the relationship between parent and child,but also is a positive educational opportunity for the child as well. Getting an opportunity to teach is something that is really beneficial for the educational development of the student. There are issues, however, that can arise with a program like this. The documentary The Principal Story chronicles the lives of two principals from schools where the majority of students are from low income households. During the film, one of the principals decided to call a meeting with the parents of the students, and only a handful of the hundreds of parents showed up. This could also be a problem with a program like 'teach your parent to play.' It can be pretty devastating for a kid to have his parents blow him off, and a good teacher never wants their student to have to experience this. One thing that can be done to improve this situation is to change the program to a 'teach your peers to play' or 'teach your teachers to play.' And while this may remove the benefits to the familial relationship, it also remove any chance for the student to be disappointed.



To help the children succeed in the act of teaching, one must prepare them adequately for the activity. In music class, have the students practice both trying to teach a new instrument to a peer and to the teacher as well. I firmly believe that the best educational opportunities for students is when they are involved in the process of both the teaching and the assessment. You may have to give the students a little introduction into how to assess their teaching, but it is really beneficial for the student to be able to figure out if what they are doing really works. One benefit of this program is that is reinforces itself if it is done properly. If the students all have a teacher or parent to teach, they will have fun. Children jump at the opportunity to have people, especially parents, become more involved in the things they do. And if the kids love music, it makes it that much better. For the parents, seeing the happiness that this activity brings to their child should be enough to make the activity worthwhile.
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