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Winter 2018 Recognizing



Thank you for your support of Springfield Local Schools!



Springfield



e-news update Schools’



Board



of



Education’s



Leaders



Boards of education are a mature and tested institution in Ohio. School board members make policy; approve contracts with employees; approve curriculum; adopt budgets; and select a superintendent, treasurer and business manager to administer the district. They do all these tasks with the emphasis on what’s best for the children they serve. Being an effective school board member is no easy task, particularly in today’s climate of change and challenge. School board members need to be knowledgeable about many complex education and social issues, and carry out initiatives and directives from both federal and state governments. To face these demands of governing our public schools, they give countless hours of personal time. Through dedicated, responsible endeavors, school board members serve the public interest in public education — and serve the needs of our kids. They ensure that decisions about public schools are made as close to the needs of our communities as possible. Their public service is an excellent example for young and old alike of the tradition of volunteerism that is a hallmark of American society. This month, we invite you to honor the contributions and dedication of our school board members — you have elected them to make decisions that affect, influence and direct the education of our youth. Their work is perhaps one of the purest form of grassroots democratic principles upon which our republic was founded. 2018 Board of Education Rachel Geiger, Ev Harris, Rick Helminski, Sherri Koback and Ken Musch make a difference in our community, for every child, every day. While they wear many hats in the workday world but unite to lead Springfield Local Schools. While they may individually disagree on certain issues, their role as a board is to consistently strive toward that goal. The time spent in board meetings represents just a small fraction of the hours school board members devote to leading their districts. They also work hard at seminars and training sessions to keep abreast of the latest trends in educational leadership, are deeply involved in community activities, and spend many hours in the schools and at extracurricular events.



Front Row: Mr. Matt Geha, Superintendent, Mrs. Rachel Geiger, Mrs. Sherri Koback, and Mr. P. Ryan Lockwood, III, Treasurer Back Row: Mr. Richard Helminski, Mr. Ev Harris, and Mr. Ken Musch



Their love of learning and concern and caring for students, staff and the community, drive board members’ desire to lead so students can achieve. We invite all residents to visit our website to view the brief biographies prepared for each member of our Board of Education. Better yet, attend a meeting and witness firsthand their leadership and dedication!



Future Ready Schools® Initiative The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) partnered with The Alliance for Excellent Education, a Washington, D.C.-based national policy and advocacy organization dedicated to ensuring that all students, particularly those who are traditionally underserved, graduate from high school ready for success in college, work and citizenship. During 2015, the alliance created a separate project under its umbrella called Future Ready Schools® to help school districts develop comprehensive plans to achieve successful student learning outcomes by (1) transforming the method and practice of teaching, while (2) simultaneously leveraging technology to personalize learning in the classroom. Springfield School leaders are taking advantage of resources provided through ODE to help plan and implement personalized, research-based digital learning strategies so all students can achieve their full potential. Like ODE, we believe “. . . that every student deserves a rigorous, personalized learning environment filled with caring adults and allows for student agency — the ability for students to take ownership of their learning.” By recognizing the potential of digital tools, we can further align necessary technologies with instructional goals to support teaching and learning.



Framework for Personalized Learning* Those seeking more information about the Future Ready Framework should visit the ODE website. Once on the site, visitors will learn that the framework is a robust structure for digital learning visioning, planning and implementation focused on personalized student learning. Personalized learning is a student-centered approach that helps all students develop a set of skills collectively known as the deeper learning competencies. These skills include thinking critically, using knowledge and information to solve complex problems, working collaboratively, communicating effectively, learning how to learn and developing academic mindsets. Future Ready Schools helps to transform schools and districts into those with empowered teachers and leaders, students who take charge of their learning, and the tools to support a more personalized approach to ensuring readiness for their future for all students. No one can dispel that we are living in the information age. Reliance on technology is visible in every aspect of our lives. Digital technology has revolutionized daily life and modernized the definition of success on a global scale. Ohio students require the right tools and technologies to engage them in relevant, quality instruction and learning. Many struggle remember a time when “Google” wasn’t right at our fingertips and available to point us in the right direction—if you consider GPS . . . literally! However, learning is more than a “ready-answer” provided on a device or the simple transfer of information By embracing technology, Ohio teachers can expose students to both traditional concepts of learning while providing access to personalized approaches that engage every learning style! Bringing digital innovation in to the classroom also fosters world-class knowledge and skills that will ultimately enable Springfield students to achieve success in the global economy.



Students on a successful pathway to a career require authentic, personalized learning experiences. Springfield Schools will continue to take advantage of ODE’s guidance and framework on digital empowerment with the goal of increasing student achievement and engagement.



*much of this content on Future Ready Schools® is summarized from text provided through ODE’s website located at (http://education.ohio.gov/Topics/Future-Ready-Ohio-Schools)



Springfield Schools Media Specialists Ellen Barnhizer and Kellie Rice-Lippold will continue to take advantage of professional development/training opportunities to assist both faculty and students in accessing and mastering a variety of digital tools!



We are so proud to share that SHS Junior Joshua Fox has been accepted into the prestigious Normandy: Sacrifice for Freedom® Albert H. Small Student & Teacher Institute. Along with SHS teacher Andrew Screptock, Josh will embark on a year-long course of study that concludes with a journey to Normandy, France to honor a WWII Silent Hero who died during or after the Normandy Invasion. Courses, materials, and international travel are paid for by the generosity of Mr. Albert H. Small. Mr. Screptock and Josh are the only student/teach team in the State of Ohio and join only 14 other like teams from around the country on this educational journey. Teams select one Silent Hero from their hometown or state who is memorialized at the Normandy American Cemetery. Fox and Screptock then conduct in-depth historical research on the life of this Silent Hero. Through primary sources such as war records, draft cards, or interviews with descendants, they will learn about conducting historical research while telling the tale of this Silent Hero. In June 2018, Mr. Screptock and Josh will travel to Washington, D.C. to finish their research with help from historians and college professors. While in D.C. they will tour the World War II Memorial, conduct research at the National Archives, and prepare for an expedition to the beaches of D-Day. The final leg of their journey is to Normandy, France where they will tour Omaha and Utah Beaches, walking in the footsteps of history. After visiting museums, sites of historic battles, and churches that were used as field hospitals, the journey concludes at the Normandy American Cemetery. There, Josh will deliver a graveside eulogy for the Silent Hero he spent months researching. Mr. Screptock visited Normandy while an SHS student and, like his current colleagues, works very hard to identify and support unique and prestigious learning opportunities for students. Join us in congratulating them on being selected for this once in a lifetime experience!



Springfield READS WNLB, 97.7 fm, Springfield High School's student-run radio station, is exposing a whole new generation to the greatest hits of the Golden Era of Rock & Roll. The Beatles' song, With A Little Help From My Friend, reminds old and new fans of how important it is to find someone to lend us a helping hand. Starting January 9th, several third grade students began their participation in an after-school tutoring program called “Springfield READS." Here's where the "little help from my friend" comes in - the younger students are being tutored by high school buddies/mentors with the goal of improving reading and study skills. We have learned that by having one-on-one assistance with an older buddy, the 3rd grade students are able to get practice and immediate feedback toward making solid improvements in their academic skills. The elementary students benefit from the individualized academic attention and interactions with a positive role model. We may not have John, Paul, George, and Ringo, but we do have a "team" at each school that includes a Program Coordinator (Erin BrockCrissey, Kelly Kahmann -Dorr, Ainsley Schwartz- Holland, and Sara Beamer Holloway) and specific tutors. We all need someone who is willing to lend a helping hand, to look out for us and to look-up to and we often hear from the tutors that it is they who benefit from the effort - almost as much as their young mentees! If you "Google" the song's lyrics, we know most will agree that they touch at the heart of the Springfield READS program, especially: "Said I'm gonna get by with my friends, yeah (Ah, with a little help from my friends) Oh, yes I'm gonna keep trying, now (Ah, with a little help from my friends) Keep on trying with my friends (Ah, with a little help from my friends) Oh, I'm never gonna stop there, oh (Ah, with a little help from my friends) I'm gonna keep on trying, yeah yeah (Ah, with a little help from my friends)"



Sportsmanship The Merriam Webster Dictionary defines sportsmanship as conduct (such as fairness, respect for one's opponent, and graciousness in winning or losing) becoming to one participating in a sport. In early September, the Northern Lakes League hosted a day-long session using an outside facilitator to lead six student athletes from each of the member schools, including Springfield High School, through a variety of exercises designed to challenge the conventional definitions of character and sportsmanship. Also in attendance were several Principals, Athletic Directors and all were impressed with the student's honesty and willingness to expose and discuss the pressures of athletics and the challenges to win the "right way." Especially poignant were the discussions of the right/wrong ways of winning. Many student athletes cited moments when their love of the game began to crack under outside pressures and influences brought on by fans, friends, family members and coaches. Ultimately, the students created a definition that was eventually adopted by the NLL - funny thing, though - the words chosen for the definition are not the subject of this column. It is how their definition was displayed in the SHS Field House on January 16th that has again redefined "sportsmanship." While driving toward the net in a very close game against the St. Francis Knights, SHS varsity basketball player Michael Key sustained a very serious leg injury. With Michael still on the court, being tended to by the trainers from both teams and eventually the EMTs, players and coaches from both teams spontaneously gathered at center court. The school names and uniform colors blurred - they stopped being opponents and united in support and prayer. Somehow, they just knew that this was the "right way" to help Mike, each other, and their fans. They stood together, linked arms, and prayed. At the time that I write this, Michael is out of surgery and all signs point to a full recovery. You never want to see or hear of an athlete being injured. Teammates and opponents know that the game they love comes with risk - and that their season could end abruptly, like Mike's did. If and when there is an injury, I believe we all hope that the sportsmanship displayed by both teams will be what is remembered . . . I think I'll just close with these words that Michael posted on this Twitter feed, "Thanks to everyone for their prayers through this difficult time, Springfield is more than a school. It's a family. I love you all." The only thing I might add is, #springfieldstrong!



Springfield Schools Hosts "Early Education Summit" It is no secret that the Springfield Local Schools' leadership team invests considerable time and effort to identify all available resources for our students. Those resources - educators, business partners, grant funders and many others help keep the district on the "cutting edge" of educational initiatives that benefit our students and staff. We also work in concert with many organizations to create, maintain, and enrich partnerships that benefit children - often before and after those children become our students. On January 11th, the district hosted its annual "Early Education Summit." The Early Education Summit, coordinated by Mrs. Paulette Baz, director of federal programs, Taryn Miley, director of K-5 curriculum, instruction, and assessment and Mrs. Kristina White, community liaison, included all early-education providers in our area. Words like "collaboration," and "partnership" resonated as Mrs. Miley updated all partners on the state's ever-changing expectations for kindergarten readiness and initiatives unique to Springfield including the District’s unique "Kindergarten Outreach" program. The information that we gain and share from our efforts with the providers is used to reflect on our success and address opportunities for improvement. Like the state of Ohio’s Performance Audit, completed in 2015 that validated the effectiveness of district operations, Springfield Schools seeks all ways to both demonstrate and take advantage of available resources and partnerships to examine our academic strengths while identifying instructional gaps and needs. We are constantly looking for opportunities and partnerships that will infuse funds and expertise into our classrooms.



Attention Parents—if your child will reach the age of five on or before August 1, 2018: 



to obtain a Kindergarten Registration packet, visit the Springfield Local Schools’ Administration Building located at 6900 Hall Street in Holland.







for information or to schedule a registration appointment, please call Crystal Williams at 419.867.5613.



Holland Springfield Rotary Club Honors January Students of the Month Each month when we recap the academic and co-curricular accomplishments of our Rotary Students of the Month, we wonder to ourselves how these students "get it all done!" Plus, they continue to impress Rotarians, whose tagline is "Service Above Self" This month, we celebrate Mi’kya Wells and Chase



Kirk —we are confident that you, too, will be impressed by these young leaders who are not waiting to make a difference in our community! Mikya Wells is the daughter of Michael and Charlotte Wells. She has taken advantage of the College Credit Plus program for the past two years and has already amassed significant college credits towards her pursuit of a degree in either Architecture or Engineering. She plans visits to both The Ohio State University and University of Cincinnati to help decide which school to attend in the fall. Mi’kya is also considering serving our country in the Air National Guard. Her outstanding scholarship, combined with commitment to serving others earned be an invitation during her sophomore year to join the SHS National Honor Society. Service is important to Mi’Kya—she has prepared and offered Thanksgiving meals with her family at her church and joined her mother in serving lunches to children at Strawberry Acres Park,. She has also served through many of the NHS’s monthly projects including the campus clean-up, school car washes, working with SIA to hang holiday lights at the Wolf Creek Retirement Village, and manning concession stands during wrestling tournaments. When asked if there was an teacher who influenced her, she didn't hesitate to mention Mrs.Nikki Medjesky as the teacher who pushed her to work to her full potential Chase Kirk is the son of Rich and Lisa Kirk of Holland and is President of the Class of 2018. Following graduation, he intends to pursue a degree in aviation from Bowling Green State University. He, too, plans to serve our country through the Air National Guard and aspires to become a pilot! Chase’s commitment to academics earned him an invitation to join the National Honor Society. In addition to his academic accomplishments, Chase has challenged himself to achieve in sports as a member of both the Cross Country and Track teams. He is also a member of Varsity S. It was his work with Teen P.E.P. (Peers Educating Peers) that exposed his passion to help others, citing his work to help peers and younger students overcome issues and gain coping skills. When asked if there was a teacher or staff member who most influenced his life, he said without hesitation that his 2nd Grade teacher, Mrs. Cathi Bailey, was that person. He relayed that she worked “...continuously that entire year to help me learn and because of her, I grew to love coming to school.” It will never get old to say that these students are #springfieldstrong!



Springfield High School joins the Ohio High School Athletic Association and high schools throughout the State of Ohio each year in celebrating the men and women serving/those who have protected our nation in the armed forces. This year’s Military Appreciation Night festivities took place on Saturday, January 6th. Pictured at the right are the honorary captains named for the Blue Devils’ Varsity Mens’ Basketball Game - Board of Education members/military veterans Ev Harris, Ken Musch, Rachel Geiger, Drill Team Advisor 1st Sgt (US Army, Ret.) and all active-duty and former military heroes! We also applaud the members of the JROTC Drill Team for again amazing the crowd with their demonstration of precision and skill.



“...It is a proud privilege to be a soldier – a good soldier … [with] discipline, self-respect, pride in his unit and his country, a high sense of duty and obligation to comrades and to his superiors, and a self confidence born of demonstrated ability.” ― George S. Patton Jr.



What an honor it was to be part of the surprise when US Army PFC Derrick Gilbert returned from his year-long deployment in South Korea to surprise his sister Kimberly, an SHS sophomore and member of the JROTC! Her classmates got to participate in the reunion on January 9th! His assignment and the time difference made staying in touch almost impossible and we were all very touched to honor this family for the sacrifices they make to defend our freedom!



Dorr Elementary School Receives New Water Fountains/Bottle Filling Stations We are excited to share that Dorr Elementary School was among 23 schools in the state of Ohio to receive two new water fountains/bottle filling stations! The gift was courtesy of Delta Dental Foundation (DDF.) Dorr was among the winners of the DDF’s $100,000 Rethink Your Drink: Water’s Cool at School program, designed to encourage children to drink more water during the school day. According to Teri Battaglieri, Delta Dental Foundation director, “The Delta Dental Foundation is pleased to fund this program. Water is critical to maintaining good oral health and when children choose water over sugar-sweetened beverages, they can reduce incidents of tooth decay, the most common chronic childhood illness in the U.S.” As part of their prize package, Dorr also received reusable water bottles for students and staff. It is important that we keep the community well informed of how many ways the district works with partners and business leaders to obtain goods and services that will benefit our students and staff. Students were excited to watch as the fountains were installed and to try them out using their new water bottles. We’d like to thank DDF for their wonderful gift for the New Year as all of us are working toward improving our health.
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Springfield Local Schools’ Superintendent Matt Geha and Treasurer Ryan Lockwood invite you to join them at one of their upcoming, informal discussions on the State of Ohio’s formula to fund public school education and district accountability.



January, 2018 Nominees Ryan Grooms, SHS Shelley DeHollander, SMS Cari Candiello, Holloway Elementary Kitchen Staff, SHS Brittany Alcock, Central Office Jane Barnes, SMS



We are again excited to celebrate and share with you the “Devil of a Difference” employee recognition program nominees for the contributions made in January by these excellent professionals! It is impossible to estimate the impact of their contributions - yet, it is important that we shine the spotlight on a few of the very special people in our District who have been “caught doing good things while making a “Devil of a Difference” to so many! Congratulations to each of our January, 2018 nominees . . .



Stephanie Mahoney, SHS



Marty Pauken, SMS Cory Cantu, Central Office Shannon Brazzil, SMS Jamie Schwieterman, SMS Chris Smith, SHS Jamie Parton, SHS Tim McDaniel, SHS Snow Plowers, Maintenance Dept. Barb Pitzinger, SHS Robert Steinline, SMS Kelly Dick, Holland Elementary Kelly Martin, Crissey Elementary Ashley Mauter, Dorr Elementary Jeff Lowery, Holland Elementary



Going far beyond the call of duty, doing more than others expect….this is what excellence is all about. It comes from striving, maintaining the highest standards, paying attention to the smallest detail, going the extra mile. Excellence means caring – it’s making a special effort to do more. It’s celebrating best practices, caring for colleagues, students, and families! Thanks to our partnership with Horace Mann, each month the name of one nominee is randomly drawn to receive a Devil of Difference” $25 gift card—January’s gift card recipient is SMS teacher Marty



Pauken!



Katie Vogt, SHS Jackie Yackee, Central Office Jennifer Garst, SHS Lori Coates, Holland Elementary



Superintendent Matt Geha is pictured with Tim Erickson and Ryan Haddix of our Devil of a Difference Award partner Horace Mann



February Character Trait of the Month—Cooperation



School/Parent/Booster Fundraising Projects 



Holland Parent Council Candy Gram 2/1-9







Holland Penny Wars 2/5-24







SHS Band Flowers & Chocolate 2/15-18







Boys’ Soccer Card 2/19-3/9



Child Find Federal and State laws require school districts to evaluate children who have suspected disabilities. These laws affect all school-aged children educated within the Springfield school district boundary and all preschool children who live within the Springfield school district. Springfield Local School District is looking for children not currently being served by the district for delays or difficulties in: · · · · ·



Speech and language Motor skills Socio-emotional behavior Cognitive development Adaptive/self-help skills



If you have concerns about your child’s ability or skills, and suspect there may be a disability, please contact your child’s teacher, principal, or in the case of a preschool child, the Springfield Office of Federal Programs. For more information, please contact Paulette Baz, director of Federal Programs, at 419.867.5611.



February 1 Crissey Parent Club Meeting 7–8pm February 2 SMS Project Hope 8-2:30 February 6 Board of Ed Study Session 4-5pm Dorr Elementary Parents' Club Meeting 6:30–7:30pm February 7 SHS Athlete’s Signing Day 2pm SHS 8th Grade Open House 6:30–8pm JROTC Marco's Pizza Dine A Bout Crissey Skate Night & Meeting SHS Athletic Boosters Meeting 7–8pm February 9 Character Day-Wear Pink/White for COOPERATION Crissey Parent Club-Father/Daughter Dance 6:30-8:30pm Dorr Elementary Family Dance 6:30-8:30pm February 11 Science Olympiad McDonalds Dine About February 12 JROTC Painting Class SHS Academic Boosters Meeting 6–7pm Holloway Association of Parents Meeting 6:30–7:30pm Springfield HS History Night 7–9pm SHS Media Center February 13 SHS Band Boosters Meeting 7–8pm February 15 2018-2019 Kindergarten Registration (control/click on link for information) Holloway Association of Parents Valentine Dance 6:30-8pm February 16 2018-2019 Kindergarten Registration (control/click on link for information) February 19 No School- Presidents' Day February 20 K-5 ONLY Parent/Teacher Conferences Evening Holland Parent Council Meeting February 21 Winter Choir Concerts 7-8 pm SHS Auditorium February 22 Freshmen Class Ring Assembly February 23 Kindergarten Outreach Day- No School Kindergarten Students ONLY Dorr Spirit Day - wear green Holland Parent Council Family Dance 6 – 8pm February 28 2nd Tri Ends - Early Dismissal- All Students SMS 8th Grade Band with SHS 7-8:30 pm SHS Field House
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