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English 9! Rm 124! Skyline High School ! 720.494.3741 x46776 



Mr. Ben Everson! [email protected]! Ms. Kathleen Dailey! [email protected] 



!



This class is an opportunity for you to develop and practice your skills in reading and analysis of literature as well as writing. Our various texts will be the vehicles through which you can hone your critical thinking abilities, and our writing exercises will be your outlet of expression for these abilities. During this year, we will be reading poetry, short fiction, novels, and dramatic texts. Our objectives are to master the elements of literature, practice the writing process, and improve organization of writing.!



!



Some of my goals:! • To help you begin to master the elements of literature and language.! • To help you improve your comfort level and ability in regards to reading and writing.!



!



Primary class guidelines:! • Don’t lie to me.! • Respect everyone in the classroom. ! • Be present, not just “here.”! • Do your work to the best of your ability. Strive to improve.!



!



Other class guidelines! • Per school policy, students using personal electronic devices for non-academic purposes will receive one warning; on second offense, they will hand over their device to the administration who will hold it till the end of the day.! • Any major written assignment can be revised for a better grade — unless it is late, in which case revisions will not be accepted.! • Be an advocate for yourself — if you need more time for an assignment, come talk to me before it’s due. If you show up the day an assignment is due and ask for an extension you will be denied unless the circumstances are extraordinarily exceptional. ! • The entire English department has agreed to the following policy for plagiarism or cheating: ! ! ! 1st Offense — Half credit on assignment, notification of principal and parents ! ! ! 2nd Offense — No credit on assignment, referral to principal, notification of parents ! ! ! 3rd Offense — No credit for course, referral to principal, meeting with parents !



!



Materials needed every day:! • A notebook dedicated to this class. We will use this every day for journals, writing practice, etc.! • A folder or binder dedicated to this class. We will use this to keep and organize handouts, copies of stories and poems, and other “loose” materials.! • A blue or black pen. It’s tough to write without one (and tough for me to read if it’s anything else).!



! !



Online resources:! • www.mreverson.com! Attendance policy:! Any unexcused absence will result in no more than 50% credit for assignments due that day, including major assignments.!



!



Grading policy:!



!



assessment type % of grade Description Examples



Performance/ Participation: ! What kind of student are you? 10% Grades in this category will show how dedicated to learning a student is. • discussion participation! • workshop participation! • citizenship! • effort!



Formative Assessments:! Are you learning the material? 30% Grades in this category will reflect what a student is doing to understand the material. • writing process activities (outlines, rough drafts, editing, etc.)! • in-class activities! • homework! • quizzes



Summative Assessments:! Do you understand the material? 60% Grades in this category show how well you have mastered, or learned, the material. • final drafts of formal writing! • tests and exams
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Some of my goals: â€¢ To help you begin to master the elements of literature and language. â€¢ To help you improve your comfort level and ability in regards to reading and writing. Primary class guidelines: â€¢ Don't lie to me. â€¢ Respect everyone in the classroom. â€¢ Be present, not just â€œhere.â€� â€¢ Do your work to the best of your ability. 
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