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Enhancing Teacher Effectiveness and Student Engagement Through Choice Boards By Rhonda Harding, M.Ed. ([email protected]) and Patricia O’Malley, Ph.D. ([email protected]) Kennedy Krieger Institute



Looking for ways to provide students with choices for demonstrating knowledge? Choice boards offer an effective approach for a single lesson, a week-long lesson, or even a unit of study. This packet provides the materials mentioned in the presentation and includes a checklist of essential features for selecting a choice board, examples of various types of choice boards, samples of scoring tools, and a matrix for developing lessons that incorporate choice.



November 19, 2010 Maryland Assessment Group Conference Ocean City, MD



Choice boards are organizers that contain a variety of activities from which students make selections. Choice boards provide students with the responsibility of deciding what they will do to satisfy class requirements, and can be organized so that students are required to choose options that focus on several different skills.



How do choice boards enhance teacher effectiveness? Choice boards: • • • • •



Save time Allow teachers to efficiently plan for student differences Are easily adaptable Foster student creativity and product ownership Make learning fun



How do choice boards enhance student engagement? Choice boards • • • •



Tap into individual strengths and interests Foster creativity Provide opportunities for autonomy and ownership Make learning fun



When selecting a choice board, take into consideration: • • •



The amount of time you have to develop it The amount of time the students have to complete it The number of topics you want to cover Checklist of Six Essential Features of Choice Boards



1. Presents activities clearly focused on learning goals or academic standards. 2. Presents activities involving a process or product that all students have previously experienced. 3. Presents activities reflecting multiple learning preferences. 4. Organizes tasks in ways that control choices to benefit students. 5. Offers engaging, interesting choices for all students. The goal is to offer a choice of activities so that students are challenged, but not frustrated. 6. Represents a variety of tasks purposefully differentiated by learning preference, readiness, and challenge and/or complexity. OR Represents tasks specifically differentiated and prescribed to respond to the needs of a particular group of learners (i.e., several boards, each assigned to a group based on learning needs for enrichment or for reinforcement).
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Examples of Choice Boards Two-by-Two: Elementary Math 1. Compare 2 flyers from local grocery stores.



2. Weigh three different kinds of produce. Compute



Which store has the best price for the list provided?



the cost using the price per pound.



3. Take a survey to find out what the most popular



4. Choose a word problem from the list. Draw,



pet is. Chart the results.



explain, or create a model that explains your answer.



RAFT:    



R = Role of the writer (character, famous person, inanimate object etc.) “I am a...” A = Audience (other characters, community members, parents, etc.) “Talking to a...” F = Format (letter, action plan, invitation, brochure, etc.) “I am creating a …” T = Topic (focus/ subject of the product) “To explain...”



2 Kennedy Krieger School Programs



Dinner Menu Photosynthesis Appetizer (Everyone Shares)



Write the chemical equation for photosynthesis



Entrée (Select One) Draw a picture that shows what happens during photosynthesis. Write two paragraphs about what happens during photosynthesis. Create a rap or song that explains what happens during photosynthesis.



Side Dishes (Select at Least Two)



Define respiration, in writing. Compare photosynthesis to respiration using a Venn diagram. Write a journal entry from the point of view of a green plant. With a partner, create and perform a skit that shows the differences between photosynthesis and respiration. Dessert (Optional) Create a test to assess the teacher’s knowledge of photosynthesis.
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Show & Tell: The Planets (Each student must pick one square from each horizontal row and use the two together.) Use the computer to make a



Paint a picture that shows



Construct a model that



Create a book or



drawing that shows how the



how the rotation and



shows how the rotation



puppet show that



rotation and revolution of



revolution of the Earth



and revolution of the



shows how the rotation



the Earth works to create



works to create day and



Earth works to create day



and revolution of the



day and night and seasons.



night and seasons.



and night and seasons.



Earth works.



Make labels for the sun,



Write sentences that



Write a story that explains



Write a poem that



Earth, day, night, orbit to



identity and explain each



the Earth’s rotation,



explains the Earth’s



attach to or use with your



part of your drawing or



revolution, day and night,



rotation, revolution,



creation. Be ready to



model and how each part



and seasons.



day and night and



explain orally.



works.



“SHOW ”



seasons.



“TELL ” 2*5*8 and Totally 10 Tasks are worth 2, 5, or 8 points for the 2*5*8 option, and 2, 4, 6, or 8 points for Totally 10. 2-5-8 Gary Paulsen Menu Choose TWO activities from the list below. The activities must total 10 points. Place a checkmark next to each box to show which activities you will complete. 2 POINTS – Knowledge & Comprehension  Create a story map (plot graph) For “Older Run”.  Write a one-page journal entry for a typical day in the life Gary Paulsen. Write from Paulsen’s point of view. Be sure and include details from the “A Life in the Day.” 5 POINTS – Application & Analysis  Pretend you are Gary Paulsen. Write five questions that someone interviewing you might ask. Be prepared to answer them about your (Paulsen’s) life.  Create a collage on a 8½” by 11” piece of paper to present the mood or tone of one of Paulsen’s stories. .  Create a news report which covers the events in one of the Paulsen stories you read.  Design a book jacket (see Book Jacket Instructions Handout for details) for one of Gary Paulsen’s stories. 8 POINTS – Synthesis & Evaluation  Read another short story by Gary Paulsen. Use a Venn diagram to compare and contrast the main characters from that story with one of the stories that was read in class.  Write a poem or song with at least 15 lines which represents one of Gary Paulsen’s stories.  Draw a cartoon with at least 8 cells which tells the continuation or “the next day” of one of Paulsen’s stories.
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Learning Contract: Primary Grades



5



Learning Contract: Intermediate Name: ______________________________________ To demonstrate what I have learned about _____________________________ I want to Write a report Put on a demonstration



Make a movie Create a graphic organizer or diagram



Set up an experiment



Develop a computer presentation



Build a model



Design a mural



Write a song



Other ___________________________



This will be a good way to demonstrate understanding of this concept because __________ _________________________________________________________________________



To do this project, I will need help with _________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________



My action plan is ___________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________



The criteria/rubric which will be used to assess my final product is ____________________ _________________________________________________________________________ _________________________________________________________________________



My project will be completed by this date: ______________________________



Student signature: ______________________________________ Date ___/___/___



Teacher signature: ______________________________________ Date ___/___/___
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Tic-Tac-Toe: American Government “The Presidents”
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Rubric Samples Extended written responses with specific questions to address Contents



0 Poor. Completely irrelevant or No response.



1 Fair. Minimal evidence. Provides only rudimentary information.



2 Good. Unclear support and elaboration. Over simplified.



3 Very good. Addresses the purpose and provides adequate support.



4 Excellent. Demonstrates knowledge and provides complete support.



Poor. Not in proper format. Numerous errors. Too brief to demonstrate organization. Lacks coherence.



Fair. Proper format. Errors interfere with meaning. Little organization.



Good. Proper format. Some errors. Slightly above/below length. Coherent flow.



Very good. Proper format. Few errors. Slightly above/below length. Organization supports purpose of assignment.



Excellent. Proper format. No errors. Does not exceed length. Uses effective organizational structure throughout entire paper.



Points



Question 1 Question 2 Question 3 Question 4 Format/ Mechanics



_______ Total Points = ____/20



Essay
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Persuasive Writing
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Poster



Oral Presentation
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Math Problem Solving



RAFT Rubric Accuracy



Perspective



Focus



Use of Class Time



Presentation



1 The information provided in RAFTS is very incomplete and/or has major anachronisms.



2 The information provided in RAFTS has some small inaccuracies, omissions or anachronisms.



3 The information provided in RAFTS is accurate but could use more support or specific details related to subject or time period. RAFTS maintains a reasonably consistent point of view and includes ideas relevant to role and time period played. Character’s feelings about the event(s) are evident.



Viewpoint or ideas are sketchy and not drawn from time period. RAFTS does not show insight into how characters feel or act during the event(s).



Viewpoint or ideas reflect current concerns rather than time period. RAFTS does not show insight into how characters feel during the event(s).



RAFTS wanders from topic; focus cannot be seen or has many side comments.



Central topic and purpose of RAFTS can be seen, but focus is inconsistent.



RAFTS stays largely on topic; its ideas are mostly supported.



Class time used to disrupt others. Class resources are not or inappropriately used.



Class time and resources used to do work for other classes and/or chat with friends.



Class time used mostly effectively to research the era and create coherent stories.



Writing is unclear and has gaps or confusions. Essay is marred by numerous errors, which disrupt reader’s understanding.



Writing wanders or is somewhat repetitious. Essay contains several sentence errors and mechanical mistakes that may interfere with clarity of ideas. Audience is distracted by errors.



Writing is clear and direct. Essay contains some fragments, run-ons or other errors; occasional mechanical mistakes. Audience is informed.



4 Information & details in RAFTS are always accurate and properly reflect information, ideas and themes related to the subject and time period. RAFTS maintains clear, consistent point of view, tone and ideas relevant to role and time period played. Ideas and information always tied to role and audience of time. Characters are insightfully shown. RAFTS stays on topic, consistently maintains form or type; details and information are included and directly support the purpose. Class time used efficiently and appropriately to research the era and create interesting, well written, stories; extra effort or involvement beyond class. Writing is fluent and interesting. Essay contains few or no fragments or run-on sentences; rare errors or mechanical mistakes result from risk-taking. It engages and informs audience.



14 Kennedy Krieger School Programs



Tic-Tac-Toe Rubric



Project One



Project Two



Project Three



Neat and Eye-pleasing



5 points



4 points



3 points



2 point



1 points



The student has complete understanding of the terms. The student generates creative explanations and descriptions of the terms and uses it correctly in context. The student has complete understanding of the terms. The student generates creative explanations and descriptions of the terms and uses it correctly in context. The student has complete understanding of the terms. The student generates creative explanations and descriptions of the terms and uses it correctly in context. The overall project is neat and eye-pleasing. Student obviously took time and effort to make it neat and colorful.



The student has understanding of the term. The student generates explanation and descriptions of the terms and uses it in context.



The student has an incomplete understanding of the terms or some misconceptions about the meaning of the term. The student has a basic understanding. The student has an incomplete understanding of the terms or some misconceptions about the meaning of the term. The student has a basic understanding. The student has an incomplete understanding of the terms or some misconceptions about the meaning of the term. The student has a basic understanding. The student did the bare minimum to make the project legible and it had no color.



The student has so many misconceptions about the terms that the student cannot be said to understand the terms.



Not enough information to make a judgment or student did not turn in the project.



The student has so many misconceptions about the terms that the student cannot be said to understand the terms.



Not enough information to make a judgment or student did not turn in the project.



The student has so many misconceptions about the terms that the student cannot be said to understand the terms.



Not enough information to make a judgment or student did not turn in the project.



The project is sloppy and looks as though the student took no effort into the project



Not enough information to make a judgment or student did not turn in the project.



The student has understanding of the term. The student generates explanation and descriptions of the terms and uses it in context.



The student has understanding of the term. The student generates explanation and descriptions of the terms and uses it in context.



The overall project is neat and eye-pleasing. Student took some time and effort, but not one of the top five.



Points earned



TOTAL 20
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Resources Heacox, Diane. Making Differentiation a Habit Free Spirit Publishing, 2009 Tomlinson, C. C. Fulfilling the Promise of the Differentiated Classroom ASCD, 2003 www.k8accesscenter.org www.middleweb.com/CSLB2rubric.html www.saskschools.ca/curr_content/bestpractice/index.html
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