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Executive Director – EcoWorks Job Posting About You Are you the leader we seek to take EcoWorks to the next level? If you are an experienced nonprofit manager with a passion for sustainability and community development, please read on. We're looking for someone with the vision, fundraising skills, communication skills and operational experience who can lead this dynamic, diverse and strategically powerful nonprofit to continue and expand its excellent impact throughout Detroit, the state of Michigan and beyond.



About Us We created and operate the nationally renowned Reclaim Detroit program, creating value from historic wood and lumber from Detroit blighted houses that would otherwise be demolished. Our Youth Energy Squad program is a national example of best practices in green youth leadership development. Our students have won the governor's service awards and met with President Obama to discuss energy policy. We work at the grassroots and the grass-tops. We drive change on the ground and also provide high-level strategic interventions with powerful allies. We are dedicated to the best ideas, but only as far as they drive real change on the ground. We combine long-term strategies with short-term solutions to make immediate progress toward a better future. EcoWorks is a Detroit based nonprofit with a 34 year old track record of providing services at the intersection of community development and sustainability. Our mission is to create opportunities to learn and practice the sustainable use of energy and natural resources through innovative education, job training, consulting, social business and advocacy. While EcoWorks’ roots are firmly planted in energy conservation we have grown to emphasize all aspects of sustainable development as it relates to building energy efficient, sustainable, and affordable residential housing and commercial buildings. Our clients range from low-moderate income households and community organizations to businesses and local governments. We have generated savings of more than $30 million for clients in our service area, and have helped secure over $5 million for local governments to invest in sustainability projects. We are a co-founder of the City of Detroit's Green Task Force. EcoWorks was one of the inaugural Green Leaders named by the Detroit Free Press in 2010, was a finalist for Crain’s Business Best Managed Nonprofit for 2011, and was selected as a Bank of America Neighborhood Builder in 2013.



History of Innovative Solutions EcoWorks has a strong history of innovation and successfully supporting the launch of new green industries in Michigan. • In 1996 we began our Energy Smart program, which creates long-term solutions for the thousands of people who need fuel assistance each year by helping them reduce their bills in future years. • In 2001, we launched the MichiganBuild program which combined energy efficiency and healthy ventilation standards for Michigan housing. This program paved the way for state-wide adoption of green home practices in the affordable housing industry. • In 2008, we co-founded the Southeast Michigan Regional Energy Office, which helps local governments improve energy use while modeling regional cooperation. That effort now represents more than 10% of the state's population.
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In 2009, EcoWorks was one of the founding partners in the Detroit Greenworks Solutions, a highly successful collaborative program to conduct green job training in a variety of fields in Detroit. Also in 2009, the Detroit Youth Energy Squad was begun. This program is now in over 50 schools providing green education to students in ongoing weekly engagements, while savings schools over $700,000 in utility costs and creating youth leadership development and summer jobs. In 2010, we were founding partners of the BetterBuildings for Michigan program, which brought together a variety of stakeholders and service programs to create a comprehensive energy efficiency and healthy home initiative for middle-income and well as low-income homeowners, and operated with a $180,000,000 budget. Also in 2010, we launched Reclaim Detroit, which puts Detroiters to work in green jobs by taking apart, piece by piece, blighted abandoned homes, as an alternative to traditional demolition, so that the high quality lumber, architectural details, and other materials can be reused for economic development. In 2014, we led the creation of Eco-D, a collaborative effort with a nationally recognized approach to helping Detroit neighborhoods become green.



Who We Seek The skills and initiative needed are commensurate with our bold aspirations. You should find our work and our vision exciting, even exhilarating. We seek a track record of successful business management, organizational strategic leadership, fund-raising, building and leading movements and coalitions, and adapting to complex, changing landscapes. Over 90% of our work is done in active collaboration with other organizations, so you must be skilled at navigating complex arrangements and communicating clearly with a variety of partners. Setbacks should give you pause for reflection and rethinking strategy but cannot deter you from finding solutions. Importantly, your professional goals should align with our organizational values of integrity, collaboration, excellence, vision, sustainability, and justice. We prefer experience working with people of color and diverse communities.



Resources This is a high stakes position that comes with some high-powered resources: • An organizational passion, strong reputation, and 34 year track record for innovating in the social sector; • An intelligent, eclectic, diverse, driven staff who strive to change the world; • A strong network of partner organizations across the state that collaborate well to accomplish greater impact, including nonprofits, cities, state agencies, and businesses.



How to Apply We seek and welcome a diverse pool of applicants (see our Equal Opportunity Employment Policy below). To apply for this position, please send a cover letter, resume and writing sample to [email protected] with the subject line "EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR APPLICATION". We would prefer writing samples that are brief (1-3 pages) and focus on a project proposal, project description, or a persuasive article. Applications will be taken on a rolling basis, so we encourage you to apply as soon as possible.



Equal Opportunity Employment Policy: Policy: EcoWorks has a long-standing record of nondiscrimination because of race, color, religion, creed, national origin, ancestry, disability, weight, gender, sexual orientation or age. All EcoWorks policies, practices and procedures relating to training, development and promotion are administered equally and in accordance with all applicable laws. All employees, interns and volunteers are responsible for complying with these policies, procedures and laws. It is also EcoWorks' policy to give full and fair consideration to applications from disabled persons and to provide appropriate training, development and promotion prospects to persons with disabilities. EcoWorks will regularly monitor these procedures to ensure continued compliance with the Equal Employment Opportunity guidelines.
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