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NFIR



Registration No. : RTU/Nnnl3112012



National Federation of IndianRailwaymen - 110055 3'cHELMSto*oo?,?lt;"i,:Y DELHI IndianNationalTrade UnionCongress(INTUC) International TransportWorkers'Federation(lTF) No. IVA{PS/PFRDABILL/Part I



Dated:lgl03l20l8



Shri PiyushGoyal, Hon'ble Minister of RailwavsRail Bhavan, New Delhi DearShriGoyalji, Sub: Exemptionof Railwaysfrom New PensionScheme(NpS)- reg. Ref:



(i) (ii) (iii) (iv)



Hon'ble MR's D.o. No. 2012lF(E)rilll/4-Ptdated29thMarch 2014to Hon'ble FinanceMinister,Government of India. Hon'ble MR's D.O. No. 2012/F(E)IIVI/114-Pt dated20th Nov 2015 to the Hon'bleFinanceMinisterShriArun Jaitley. NFIR's letterNo. IVA{PS/PFRDABILL/PartI datedl3thFeb,2017,26thOrl-,2017 a n dI l / 1 2 1 2 0 1 7 . RailwayBoard'sletterNo. 2012{1!EyUI/l*(1)/4-Pt dated13/0212018 to GSA{FIR.



Kind attentionis invitedto the correspondence citedunderreference, latestbeingRailwayBoard's reply receivedvide letterdated 1310212018 whereinthe Federationhas beenconveyedthat the Hon'ble Minister of Financeand CorporateAffairs has communicatedthat the matter was re-considered in consultationwith PensionFund Regulatoryand DevelopmentAuthority (PFRDA) and the requestfor exemptingRailway employeesappointedon or after 0110112004 from the applicationof NPS doesnot seemto be a feasibleproposition.While NFIR doesnot agreewith the reply of Hon'ble FinanceMinister, theFederation re-iterates the valid pointsplacedbelow,urginguponthe RailwayMinistryto impressupon theGovernment, theneedfor exemptingRailwaysfrom'National PensionSystem(NPS). o The Ministry of Financeand the PensionFundRegulatoryand DevelopmentAuthority(PFRDA) havefailedto appreciate the factsthat the natureof dutiesperformedby the Railwayemployees is un-comparable, unique,complex,hazardous andakin to the dutiesbeingperformedby the Armed Forces,in whosecasetheNPS hasnot beenmadeapplicable. o The FinanceMinistry has also failed to appreciatethat even during the British rule the Indian Railwayswas conceivedand operatedas an auxiliarywing of the Army by virtue of its complex natureof role and uniqueness of working of Railway employeeswhich in turn requiresa high degreeof discipline,efficiency to run the servicesand cary passengerand freight traffic throughout the countryincludingsuppliesto the bordersof thenation. '



The FinanceMinistry has also failed to evaluatethat it is the Indian Railwayswhich works as supplyline to the ArmedForcesduringcrisisperiodsby transporting troopsfrom onecomerto the otherincludingthe nation'sbordersbesidestransporting Military hardwareandotherwar 4raterial. In no way the performance of Railwayemployees canbe underestimated thanthat of the Defence ForcesPersonnel. Contd.Pase...2



Phone: 011-23343305, 65027299, Rly.030-22289,22626, Fax: 011-2974401s, Rty.223g2 E,mail: [email protected], Website: www.nfirindia.org
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for longer Like Armed Forces,many of the Railway Personneldo stay away from thefr families like amenities basic durationsin the couiseof performingdutiesat remoteplaceswhereminimum missing' been schoolingldrinking water, health care facilities have suitableaccommodation, not be out of Comparingthe structureand importlnce of Railwayswith that of the Army, it would '1A.rmyrequiresa critical massto fight battle/war,in similar way place to statethat just as the is requiredto maintainRailway Tracks,Rolling Stock and critical massof trained employees per annumwhile ensureoperationof servicesi'.On an averageover 700 Railway employeesdie Level performingtheir dutiesand nearly 3000 employeessustaininjuries as reportedby High of Railway SafetyReview Committee(HLSRC) headedby Shri Anil Kakodkar. The sacrifices areunParallel. employees Hon'ble MRs havewrittento the o Consideringthe strongmeritsin the demandof the Federation, favourablyto exemptRailways Ministerof Financeto havea re-lookinto the caseto be considered from the ambitof NationalPensionSystem(NPS)'



.



the Federationdesiresto mentionthat the FinanceMinistry haserredand equallynot considered and logic different applying perhaps justified demandof the Railway employeesprojectedby NFIR, NFIR remindsthat the Federationleadersin the isnorinsthe factsmentionedabove.In this connection, the Hon'ble oqd February,2018 atRail Bhavan,New Delhi had specificallyrequested ;;;rrt,;rr.r,l applicationof MR to kindly""reachthe Honible Prime Minister for getting Railwaysexemptedfrom the and anguish anger of lot generated has National pensionSystem(NPS). It is a known fact that the NPS the inherent to due amongthe youngerg.n"ruiion of Railway employeesappointedon or after 0110112004 pay drawn last oith. NpS which doesnot gu-unt.. evenminimumpensioni.e. half of the .disad,iantag., by theRailway emploYees. the NFIR, therefore,once againurgesupon the Hon'ble MR to kindly take stepsfor reaching Hon'ble PrimeMinister for gettingexemptionof Railwaysfrom NPS at an early date' With regards,



I.



(Dr. M. Raghavaiah) GeneralSecretary actionplease' andnecessary Copyto the Chairman,Railway Board,New Delhi,for-information n.".t_:1ry-1t!:l^ll:1tt:^., Coi,yto the Member 1Staf9,Riitway Board,New Delhifor informationand actlon Cofy to the Financiui Co--irsionbr, RailwayBoard,New Delhi for informationand necessary please. necessary bopy to the Director General (Personnel),Railway Board,New Delhi, for informationand actionplease.
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Railway tb the GeneralSecretariesof AffiliatedUnionsof NFIR. Copiesof D.O. lettersof former ,,4,opy Ministersareenclosed. MediaCentre/\l.FlR.
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... latest being Railway Board's. reply received vide letter dated 1310212018 wherein the Federation has been conveyed that the Hon'ble. Minister of Finance and Corporate Affairs has communicated that the matter was re-considered in. consultation with Pension Fund Regulatory and Development Authority (PFRDA) and ... 
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