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"Word Traveler - My Journey through the Bible" "Rebuilding the Temple and Walls of Jerusalem" ~ An Outline of Ezra and Nehemiah



Chapter



Approx Dating



Kings of Persia



Main Events



Leaders of Judah



Enemies of Judah



Prophets of Judah



The book of EZRA First Return of Jews under the leadership of Zerubabbel (536 B.C.)



1



538



the Edict of Cyrus, king of Persia



Cyrus hears the call of God to build a temple in Jerusalem Cyrus extends invitation to exiled Jews to go home and build the temple



Cyrus returns 5,400 silver and gold temple articles stolen by Nebuchadnezzar to Sheshbazzar , prince of Judah company of 42,360 return to Jerusalem plus servants and singers



Cyrus 550 - 530



(parallel passage Nehemiah 7.6-73, c.a. 444 BC recorded approximately 92 years later)



men of the people of Israel



2



536-534



3



priests Levites singers



gatekeepers temple of the temple servants



sons of Solomon's servants



those unable to provide genealogical evidence of heritage and priesthood offering to restore the foundation of the "house of God" rebuild altar, make offerings, celebrate Feast of Booths leadership "In the second year of their coming" begin rebuilding the temple of priests "many shouted aloud for joy" and foundation of temple Jeshua and "sang, praising… the Lord" completed to mixed "the old men who had seen the first Zerubbabel reaction (vv.12-13) temple, wept with a loud voice"



534 4



529



opposition to rebuilding the temple



enemies of Judah offer to help and are rejected by priests enemies write letter to king of Persia who issues an order to stop building



520



rebuilding of the temple resumes



governor questions authority of temple construction and writes Darius for ruling Darius searches archives and issues order of support for the rebuilding of the temple



6 516



completion of the temple



[unexplained reference to Xerxes (Ahasuerus) and Artaxerxes (Artahshashta) in 4.6-11, 23]



Jews complelled by force to stop work on the temple "until the second year of the reign of Darius king of Persia" Zerubbabel and Jeshua helped by prophets Haggai and Zechariah begin work to rebuild the house of God



5



(followed by Cambyses and Smerdis between 530 and 520 BC)



"This temple was completed on the third day of the month of Adar; it was the sixth year of the reign of Darius". (6.15) Israelites celebrate temple dedication and the Passover



Shesbazzar (governor)



Zerubbabel (may be another name for same person as Shesbazzar)



Bishlam Mithredath Tabeel Rehum Shimshai



Jeshua Darius 520 - 486



(followed by Xerxes who ruled from 486 to 464 BC)



Tattenai



Haggai



Shetharbozenai



Zechariah



Second Return of Jews under the leadership of Ezra (458 B.C.) Ezra's qualifications



7 Ezra called by God and sent by the king (makes the 4 month trip to Jerusalem)



8



458



"to inquire concerning Judah and Jerusalem" (7.14)



priest in the lineage of Aaron scribe well versed in the Law of Moses devoted to study , observance , teaching armed with letter from king Artaxerxes authorizing and requiring temple support



"Thus I was strengthened according to the hand of the LORD my God upon me, and I gathered leading men from Israel to go up with me." (7.28)



Ezra and leading men and priests



takes place)



still hope" (10.2)



names and genealogies of leading men who came with Ezra from Babylon (over 1500 men + families) (prceded by sought Levites (Sherebiah , Hashabiah , Jeshaiah ) Ezra's Xerxes = proclaimed a fast for protection and safety preparation Ahasuerus during Shecaniah collected silver, gold, utensils for temple for journey encouraged whose reign the arrives in Jerusalem delivering king's edict and temple items Ezra "there is book of Esther "Thus we came to jerusalem and remained there three days." (8.32)



9



Artaxerxes 464 - 423



Ezra responds to the sin of intermarriage



Ezra's self-abasement and prayer of confession "I tore my garment and my robe, and pulled some of the hair from my head and my beard, and sat down appalled." (9.3)



issues proclamation for mandatory assembly of exiles 10



"the holy race has intermingled with the peoples of the land" (9.2)



Canaanites Hittites Perizzites Jebusites Ammonites Moabites Egyptians Amorites



requires separation from foreign wives and children list of those who married foreign women



Opposition: Jonathan Jahzeiah Meshullam Shabbethai



Dating is approximate from various sources including Jensen's Survey of the Old Testament, Irving L. Jensen, Moody Press, 1978. Copyright © Dave Scriven, rev. 2011. For additional "Word Traveler" information: www.wordtraveler.org
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"Word Traveler - My Journey through the Bible" "Rebuilding the Temple and Walls of Jerusalem" ~ An Outline of Ezra and Nehemiah



Chapter



Approx Dating



Kings of Persia



Main Events



Leaders of Judah



Enemies of Judah



"remember"



The book of NEHEMIAH Third Return of Jews under the leadership of Nehemiah (445 B.C.) 1 2



445



Nehemiah mourns over condition of walls and gates of Jerusalem



"month Chislev..."



makes successful appeal to the king



"in the month Nisan in the 20th year of King Artaxerxes"



visits Jerusalem and examines walls and gates "Come, let us rebuild the wall of Jerusalem" (2.17) Sheep Gate, Tower of the Hundred , Tower of Hananel , Fish Gate, Old Gate, Broad Wall, Tower of Furnaces , Valley Gate, Dung Gate, Fountain Gate, wall of the Pool of Siloam , the Angle (wall?), tower "projecting from upper house of the king" , Water Gate, wall of Ophel , Horse Gate, East Gate, Inspection Gate, back to Sheep Gate



rebuilding of the gates (10), towers (4), and walls (4) begin



3



weeps, fasts, and prays for Jerusalem and favor of the king



Artaxerxes 464 - 423



"But we prayed to our God… [who will] fight for us" (4.9, 20) people of Judah pray, take up arms, and continue building



5



6



7



8



Nehemiah appointed governor from the twentieth to the thirtysecond year of Artaxerxes (12 years)



devotes himself to work on the wall lessen tax burnden on the people 1st "Remember me" (5.19)



further opposition and plots to harm Nehemiah doors set in wall and faithful leaders appointed registration by families from genealogical list of 42,360 exiles who returned (see Ezra 2.1-70, c.a. 536 BC approximately 92 years earlier)



Ezra reads book of the Law to assembly in Jerusalem



Levites instruct the people as Ezra reads "Feast of the seventh month" (Booths) restored



public p p prayer y of the Levites p preparing p g to sign g sealed document governor Nehemiah, priests, Levites, and leaders place their names on the sealed document



445-433 see 5.14



Levites enact a binding written agreement



Judah 468 descendants



11



Nehemiah "appointed to be their governor… from the 20th year to the 32nd year of King Artaxerxes, for 12 years"



Nehemiah put brother Hanani and Hananiah in charge of Jerusalem



"wall… completed on the 25th of Elul, in 52 days"



Ezra the priest and scribe



completion of the wall in 52 days



9



10



high priest Eliashib helps to rebuild walls and put in charge of storehouse



condemns usury and demands restitution



Nehemiah helps the poor and sets good example out of "the fear of God"



"sons of Israel were in their cities" in "the 7th month"



the priests the Levites the leaders of the people



Ezra read the law of Moses "on the 1st day of the 7th month"



1. no intermarriage… ...with neighboring four-fold peoples 2. no Sabbath commerce… promise give the land a rest to honor 3. honor Sabbatical Year "on the 24th day" the Lord (Ex 23.10-11; Dt 15.1-3) forgive brothers' debts of the 7th month, the leaders made and the "in the 1/3 shekel annually "an agreement in Law 4. contributions for house of ----days of writing" on a ---God and priesthood first fruits and tithe "sealed document" Joiakim" son of Jeshua list of 1/10 volunteer new residents of Jerusalem Benjamin 928 descendants



priests 822+242+128



Levites 284



"remember" appears 9 times in book of Nehemiah



Governor Nehemiah (appointed by King Artaxerxes)



enemies plot to kill the workers and halt the work opposition to rebuilding



4



rk^z*



Sanballat the Horonite



Tobiah the Ammonite



"the work which You commanded" (1.8)



"the Lord who is great and awesome" (4.14)



Geshem (Gashmu) the Arab "me" (5.19) the Arabs



the Ammonites



Men of Ashdod



false prophet Shemaiah , prophetess Noahdiah , and the rest of the prophets hired to intimidate Nehemiah



them "Sanballat and Tobiah… also Noadiah" (6.14)



"they… did not remember Your wondrous deeds" (9.17)



and father of Eliashib (12.10ff, 26)



gatekeepers 172



list of the rest of the Israelites and their ancestral property lists of leaders who served "in the days of…" (see vv. 7, 12, 26) 12



Jeshua



Joiakim



Nehemiah the governor and Ezra the priest and scribe



two great choirs and the dedication of the wall of Jerusalem Book of Moses public reading reminds to exclude Ammonites and Moabites 433



high priest Eliashib provides Tobiah with room in courts of God's house Nehemiah returns to Babylon (see Neh 13.6-7) throws Tobiah out of God's house and purifies rooms



13 sometime between



432-423



Nehemiah takes strong action upon his return to Jerusalem. He displays…



spiritual authority 2nd "Remember me" (13.14) legal power 3rd "Remember me" (13.22) physical violence 4th "Remember me" (13.31)



restores tithe and Levites to their posts in God's house orders a halt to Sabbath work and commerce forces an oath against intermarriage



Chapter 12 Historical overview: "in the days of..." "Jeshua..." "Joiakim" "Johanan" "Nehemiah and Ezra" "Zerubbabel and Nehemiah"



none recorded



Nehemiah again establishes his position as a leader in Jerusalem
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high priest Eliashib betrays his office through friendship with Tobiah. Eliashib's grandson marries daughter of Sanballat the Horonite



"me" (13.14) me" (13.22) "them" (13.29) "me" (13.31)
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