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COALITION FOR HUMANE IMMIGRANT RIGHTS OF LOS ANGELES GOVERNOR JERRY BROWN SIGNS NEW LAWS TO INVEST IN THE FUTURE OF CALIFORNIA’S HIGHER EDUCATION October - 2011



Governor Jerry Brown has displayed bold leadership in signing into law several education bills ensuring that students who qualify for in-state tuition under AB 5401 are able to apply and compete for private scholarships as well as receive limited state assistance; participate in student government; and take standardized exams (G.R.E or L.S.A.T.) with alternative forms of identification. If you have any questions pertaining to these bills, contact Joseph Villela at 213353-1782.



THE CALIFORNIA DREAM ACT The California Dream Act is composed of two bills (AB 130 & AB 131). These bills, authored by Assemblymember Gil Cedillo (D-Los Angeles), will provide opportunities for AB 540 students to attend college within the California public higher education system. While these bills complement one another, they will not be implemented simultaneously. Below is a summary of these two new laws: AB 130 will be implemented on January 1, 2012  Previously, AB 540 students were not able to participate and compete for private scholarships offered by institutions of higher education; and, in some cases, private donors and foundations who allow AB 540 students to apply and compete for their scholarship were not able to transfer those resources to institutions of higher education since they were bound by state law to withhold this financial assistance. Under AB 130, students that qualify for in-state tuition under AB 540 will be able to compete and apply for scholarships that are privately funded and administrated by the University of California, California State University or the California Community College system. AB 131 will be implemented on January 1, 2013. Under this law, students that qualify for in-state tuition under AB 540 will be able to compete and apply for limited state aid. AB 131 requires:  The Board of Governor’s Fee Waiver, which is administered by the California Community College system, to be available to these students. This waiver helps students who meet specific income eligibility requirements to pay for their enrollment fees. 2  The California Student Aid Commission (CSAC) to establish procedures and forms to allow AB 540 students to be “eligible to apply for, and participate in, any student financial aid program administered by the State of California to the full extent permitted by federal law.”3



 Cal Grants to open to AB540 students. However, for competitive Cal Grants documented immigrants and citizens will be prioritized and placed first in line. Important: The Donahoe Higher Education Act indicates that institutions of higher education are independent, therefore provisions of AB 130 and AB 131 apply to these institutions only after they have been ratified by the governing bodies of these institutions. (i.e. U.C. Regents)



OTHER STATE BILLS IMPROVING OPPORTUNITIES FOR AB540 STUDENTS Bolstering the opportunities provided by AB540 and the California DREAM Act, Assemblymember Ricardo Lara (D-South Gate), a freshman and former Chief of Staff of the late Assemblymember Marco Firebaugh, who authored AB 540, introduced two bills that were also signed into law by Governor Brown.



AB 844 (Lara) – Student Government Body As of January 1, 2012 any college student, regardless of their immigration status, will be allowed to serve in any capacity in student government and to receive any scholarship, fee waiver, or reimbursement for expenses incurred connected with that service to the full extend consistent with existing law.



AB 176 (Lara) – Standardized Test: Valid Identification Currently, students seeking to pursue a graduate school degree must take a standardized test, such as the Graduate Record Examination (G.R.E.) or Law School Admission Test (L.S.A.T.) prior to admission. The test sponsors of these exams require students to provide a state issue id to proof their identity, but some students cannot provide such id because of their immigration status. As of January 1, 2012, test sponsors must provide an alternative method to a student who does not have a government-issued identification to proof his or her identity. Test sponsors should clearly post on their websites contact information for students to call if they need further assistance. Lastly, test sponsors may require students to obtain approval from them in advance of the test registration deadline in order to be admitted to the test with an alternative form of identification.



In order to qualify for in-state tuition under AB 540, a student, regardless of his/her immigration status must have completed 3 years of high school in California; obtained either a high school diploma or the equivalent; and file an affidavit with the University or College. According to recent data more than 70% of students that qualify under AB 540 are lawfully residing immigrants or citizens. 2 BOGFW-B Income Standards for 2011-12 year. Available at < http://www.cos.edu/ImageUpload_Links/1112%20BOGFW-B%20INCOME%20Standards.pdf> 3 AB 131 (Cedillo), Section 3 paragraph B. Available at  1
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