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Family Message from Fr. Diehm (4-1-18) Dear parents, Happy Easter! This weekend we celebrate the central mystery of our Christian faith – the Lord’s resurrection! This weekend, we celebrate the fact that death does not have the final say, but Christ has conquered death by rising from the dead. Jesus allowed all the darkness and sin of the world to descend upon Him on Good Friday, and surrendered to it, so that He might triumph over it. Death entered the world as a consequence of sin by our first parents (see Genesis 2:16-17 and all of Genesis 3). But God did not will that people be subject to death (see Wisdom 1:13) but wills that everyone be saved and come to know the truth (see 1 Timothy 2:3-4). God foretold that He would send a savior to redeem us (see Isaiah 52:13-53:12). Jesus fulfilled God’s plan of salvation by offering His life on the cross and rising from the dead. The first sign of this fulfillment is the empty tomb – what we hear about in this weekend’s Gospel. By itself, the empty tomb is not proof of the resurrection. But it is proof that something unexpected happened. And the passage itself tells us that the disciples themselves didn’t know what happened – “For they did not yet understand the scripture that He had to rise from the dead.” As we’ll hear during the rest of the Easter season, the drama of the resurrection will continue to unfold as the risen Lord gradually reveals Himself to His disciples. Easter is more than one day on the calendar – we celebrate it with a whole season; 40 days until the Lord’s ascension into heaven, and then another 9 days of preparation for the coming of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, which marks the end of the Easter season. This weekend, as we celebrate Jesus’ victory over sin and death, may God fill you and your family with the joy of His new and risen life. Sunday April 1st, 2018 – Easter Sunday of the Resurrection of the Lord, Year B: http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/040118.cfm SUGGESTION: click the link and read the readings together as a family in preparation for coming to Mass together as a family. Apply the Scriptures to Your Life! The point here is that we’re talking, thinking, and praying about how we understand and live out our Catholic faith in light of the Sunday Mass readings. The biggest question here is this: HOW DOES GOD’S WORD SPEAK TO YOU? o First Reading: (read the reading together as a family) – Acts 10:34a, 37-43 - This reading gives us St. Peter’s post-Pentecost preaching of the good news of Jesus’ resurrection. Imagine what those who heard him must have thought – “Resurrection?! How is that possible?!” God did what seemed impossible in raising His Son, Jesus, from the dead. Do YOU believe the good news? o Second Reading: (read the reading together as a family) – Colossians 3:1-4 OR 1 Corinthians 5:6b-8 - There are two options. Read them both, they’re short. Both of these readings highlight the fact that our lives should change as a result of our faith in the resurrection. How is God calling YOU to change? o Gospel Reading: (read the reading together as a family) – John 20:1-9 - Easter Sunday ALWAYS gives us the discovery of the empty tomb. This one line sums up everyone’s initial reaction – “For they did not yet understand the Scripture that He had to rise from the dead.” Imagine you’re one of the disciples who saw the empty tomb – how would YOU react to the shocking news? Check out Bishop Barron’s article, The Disturbing Fact of the Resurrection. It only takes 5 min. to read 
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