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February 2, 2016 By Electronic Submission U.S. Department of Transportation Dockets Management Facility, Room W12-140 1200 New Jersey Avenue SE Washington DC 20590 Re: Docket ID FHWA-2015-0028 To Whom it May Concern: The Institute of Transportation Engineers (ITE) is pleased to respond to the Federal Highway Administration’s (FHWA) request for comment (RFC), titled “National Standards for Traffic Control Devices; the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) for Streets and Highways” (Docket ID FHWA-2015-0028), dated December 22, 2015. As a professional organization and a primary sponsoring organization of the National Committee on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (NCUTCD), ITE represents transportation professionals with direct responsibility for meeting both mobility and safety needs of the general public. As such, the MUTCD serves as a critical resource in meeting the daily work responsibilities of our members. ITE welcomes this opportunity to provide input to FHWA with the goal of improving future editions of the MUTCD to best reflect the needs of practicing transportation professionals. In response to the specific questions identified in the RFC, a member survey comprising responses from over 300 individuals yielded the following majority opinions 1: •



•



•



1



The MUTCD should be written with the transportation professional as the primary intended audience. However, given the impact that the MUTCD has on the traveling public, it is critical that resources also be developed to make the MUTCD understandable and accessible to community leaders, elected officials and the general public. The explanatory and supplemental language currently contained in the MUTCD is deemed critical in providing direction and guidance to users and should not be substantially reduced. Consideration could be given to reducing some of the MUTCD option statements that are tailored specifically to local considerations that could potentially be better addressed by local supplements. Assuming the minimum practical interval between MUTCD editions is 6 to 8 years, FHWA should promulgate rulemakings to issue revisions (every 2–3 years) between editions of the MUTCD. These revisions are necessary to better accommodate advances in technology and to promote innovations. Increased application of Interim Approvals should also be considered to further facilitate the implementation of newly emerging devices and practices. It is further



Complete survey results will be submitted as an attachment to this letter.



•



recommended that input from stakeholders and expert groups such as the NCUTCD be sought prior to the issuance of Interim Approvals. Tools should be considered to enhance application of the electronic format of the MUTCD. Suggestions include mobile applications, “smart tags,” or enhanced cross referencing techniques and searching capabilities.



For many years, the MUTCD has successfully served as the principal means of promoting uniformity as a key to ensuring safety and mobility on our nation’s streets, highways, and bikeways while at the same time giving due consideration to the capital and maintenance costs of installing and maintaining traffic control devices imparted on public agencies and manufacturers. For this reason, continued and regular updates and maintenance of the MUTCD is deemed essential. Given the challenges in regular production for this key resource, ITE believes that approaches such as periodic revisions (every 2–3 years) and additional Interim Approvals must be considered to ensure this resource remains technically relevant and sustainable into the future. Regular updates will allow the MUTCD to change with time to reflect the growing number and application of traffic control devices. Further, updates are seen as a key to encouraging innovation and flexibility while maintaining uniformity. FHWA’s ability to adapt quickly to proposed changes and to develop mechanisms that facilitate rapid integration of new and emerging technologies is viewed as a critical component to the future success of the MUTCD. With the advent of autonomous and connected vehicles, implementation of Complete Streets designs, and the creation of new mobility services, there will be increasing demand for additions or changes to the MUTCD to better accommodate these and other new developments. It is particularly important that FHWA work with stakeholder organizations such as ITE and the NCUTCD in establishing a clear vision for how to best adapt to both the vast ongoing and future innovations evolving within the transportation industry. ITE appreciates the opportunity to provide key stakeholder input and looks forward to the opportunity of working with you in the future advancement of this critical resource. As regular users of this resource, ITE’s membership has a strong and active interest in working with FHWA to keep this document current and relevant. ITE remains committed to working with FHWA to provide additional input as needed and will continue to inform, educate, and train our members on the practical applications and implementations of the MUTCD. Sincerely,



Ms. Paula Flores Benway International President Institute of Transportation Engineers
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