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DISTRICT ATTORNEY QUEENS COUNTY 125-01 QUEENS BOULEVARD KEW GARDENS, NEW YORK 11415-1568 718-286-6000



RICHARD A. BROWN D ISTRICT A TTORNEY



CONTACT: KEVIN RYAN HELEN PETERSON MERIS CAMPBELL (718)286-6315



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE MONDAY, JUNE 7, 2010



QUEENS TEENAGER CONVICTED IN GANG RAPE OF 16-YEAR-OLD GIRL Four Others Previously Pleaded Guilty to First-Degree Rape Queens District Attorney Richard A. Brown announced today that a Maspeth teenager who orchestrated and participated in the June 2008 brutal gang rape of a 16-year-old girl whom he befriended on myspace.com and induced to send him nude photographs of herself has been convicted after trial of first-degree rape and other charges. Four other individuals who took part in the rape have previously pleaded guilty to first-degree rape. A fifth indicted individual is presently being sought after failing to appear for a scheduled court appearance last year. District Attorney Brown said, “Social networking sites on the Internet may be fun but as this case illustrates, people – especially youngsters – should be very careful about what they post on the sites as there are individuals out there who will use such information for their own nefarious purposes.” The District Attorney continued, “The young victim is to be commended for coming forward and confronting her attacker at trial. She testified with dignity and grace during her two days on the witness stand. The defendant and his friends changed her life forever two years ago, and while the scars of what occurred may be with her for the rest of her life, hopefully this conviction will provide her with some small measure of help in overcoming the trauma she experienced during the assault on her.” The District Attorney identified the defendant at Harpreet Singh, 18, of 86-33 55th Avenue in the Maspeth section of Queens. Singh was found guilty on Friday, June 4, 2010, of six counts of first-degree rape, five counts of first-degree criminal sexual act, one count of first-degree sexual abuse, three counts of third-degree rape (statutory), five counts of third-degree rape and one count of second-degree coercion following two hours of jury deliberation. Queens Supreme Court Justice Robert C. Kohm, who presided at the three-week trial, set sentencing for June 23, 2010. Singh, who has been held in jail in lieu of bail since his arrest in July 2008, faces up to 25 years in prison. District Attorney Brown said that, according to trial testimony, Singh began communicating on myspace.com with the 16-year-old girl in early 2008. At first he requested head and shoulder photographs of her and then progressively asked for more photos – including ones of her in her bra and ones without clothes. She complied with his requests. (MORE)



-2On June 23, 2008, Singh told the girl that he would post the nude photographs of her on the Internet and send them to his friends if she didn’t have sex with him. The following afternoon, at the 71st Street home of several of the co-defendants, Singh sexually abused and raped her, after which four of the other co-defendants – Noman Gondal, 18, Anjam Shahzad, 24, both of 41-55 71st Street, Vikram Singh, 18, of 83-06 60th Avenue, and a juvenile offender – each took turns going separately into the room where she was and raping and sexually abusing her despite her cries of no. That afternoon, the girl returned home distraught and, locking herself in the bathroom, ingested medicine. She then attempted to tie a cord around her neck. Fortunately, her mother arrived home and called 911. A sixth defendant – Arsalan Gondal, 22, of 41-55 71st Street – is also charged with participating in the rape. A bench warrant was issued for his arrest when he failed to appear for a court appearance on April 15, 2009. The investigation was conducted by the Detective James Ropenus of the New York City Police Department’s Queens Special Victims Squad, under the supervision of Lieutenant Arthur Hall. Assistant District Attorney Jared R. Rosenblatt, of the District Attorney’s Special Victims Bureau, prosecuted the case under the supervision of Assistant District Attorney Marjory D. Fisher, Bureau Chief, and Kenneth M. Appelbaum and Lucinda C. Suarez, Deputy Bureau Chiefs, and the overall supervision of Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Charles A. Testagrossa and Deputy Executive Assistant District Attorney for Major Crimes Daniel A. Saunders. # Note to E ditors: Press release e-version –and ph oto – posted a t ww w.queensda.org.
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