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Feeling  the  pulse  of  Community  Landcare  



  By     Dr.  Aruni  Jayasekera  (Executive  Officer  –  WA  Landcare  Network)     WA  Landcare  Network  (WALN)  held  its  2nd  Community  Landcare  Forum  on   Friday  20  May  2016.  Over  50  hands  on  landcares,  NRM  practitioners,  policy   makers,  local  government  representatives  and  several  State  politicians   participated.  For  some,  the  venue  -‐  Fairbridge  Village  in  Pinjarra  was  just  over  an   hour’s  drive  and  option  of  staying  the  previous  night  in  situ  was  organised  for   those  who  had  to  travel  longer  distances.       The  day  began  with  a  welcome  to  country  by  the  Fairbridge’s  Noongar  elder,   Koodah  Cornwall.  During  the  official  opening,  WALN  Chair,  Jill  Richardson   outlined  the  network’s  strategic  direction  and  drew  attention  to  four  identified   areas  needing  strengthening  and  policy  support.  The  program  contained  two   facilitated  panel  discussions  followed  by  Q&A  sessions,  presentations  and  small   group  discussions.  A  nice  feeling  of  yarning  was  woven  into  the  theme  -‐   Strengthening  Landcare  in  Western  Australia  –  a  Brighter  Future  and  flowed   effortlessly  through  the  day.       The  audience  listened  with  enthusiasm  to  experienced  landcare  practitioner,  Pat   Hart  narrating  how  to  get  the  ear  of  decision  makers  and  politicians.  They  got   good  tips  on  how  and  when  to  take  up  landcare  issue  with  State  politicians  and   local  government  authorities  from  a  longstanding  parliamentarian,  Terry   Waldron  and  gained  insights  from  professional  lobbyist  Jamie  Wilkinson  on   influencing  via  the  digital  media  platform.         The  power  of  community  landcare  and  coast  care  was  well  articulated  by  several   outstanding  landcarers  sharing  success  stories.  These  stories  of  success,  ranged   from  projects  with  State-‐wide  importance  concerning  wetlands  with  national   and  international  significance,  improving  habitats  for  endangered  species  to   restoring  a  local  lake  in  a  small  country  community.  All  presentations  were  set  at   intervals  through  the  day  and  had  common  values  of  undying  commitment  and   partnerships.  The  audience  soberly  listened  to  the  story  of  devastation  of   Waroona  fires  told  by  Cr.  David  Gossage  from  Serpentine-‐Jarrahdale  shire,  also   the  Vice-‐President  of  the  Volunteer  Fire  Fighters  Association  and  a  key  part  of   the  recovery  process.       Connection  to  land,  rivers  and  coast  was  collectively  highlighted  by  WALN   members  through  concerns  on  multiple  land  use.  Colma  Keating  detailed   implications  of  the  State  Government’s  Green  Growth  Plan  while  Julian  Sharp   raised  issues  with  exploration  mining  and  fracking.  Options  for  taking  a  stand   were  discussed  and  debated  among  small  groups.    This  was  an  opportunity  for   all  to  get  the  perspective  of  WALN’s  core  objectives,  the  priorities  of  the  national  
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network  and  a  general  understanding  on  the  funding  requirements.  NLN’s  Jim   Adams  spoke  of  the  work  currently  underway  nationally.     It  was  also  an  opportunity  to  get  advice  from  grant  gurus  on  how  to  maximise   all-‐  important  funding  bids  for  landcare  projects.  Participants  also  heard  the   details  of  WALN  initiative  of  a  structured  peer-‐to-‐peer  learning  project  from   Vice-‐Chair  Keith  Bradby.  The  day  wrapped  up  with  the  participants  all  giving  the   thumbs  up  and  expressing  keen  interest  to  join  the  next  forum.              
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