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Freeman’s Endowed CE Junior School Head’s Newsletter



H E A D L I N E S 07/10/2011



Happy New Year!



E – Safety & Social Networking Sites



I hope you all had a peaceful and restful Christmas break and feel refreshed for the New Year. A new year often makes us think about a fresh start. In school our theme in our collective worship this term is Going for Goals! We will be thinking about setting ourselves goals, overcoming obstacles and bouncing back when something doesn’t quite go to plan.



I would like to take this opportunity to remind parents that primary age children should not be members of adult orientated social networking sites such as Facebook (The site itself doesn’t allow members below the age of 13). As a school we feel this is entirely appropriate as some of the content posted may be unsuitable for children and it is impossible to filter this out. Social networking sites also come with a high risk of Cyber Bullying and at a primary age children do not have the emotional maturity to deal with this, therefore if your child is a member of one of these, please be cautious and monitor their use. It is school policy that members of staff are not “friends” with parents or pupils on social networking sites such as Facebook. Please do not place staff in a difficult position by inviting them to be ‘friends’. These web sites offer useful advice on the safe use of the internet: http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/beingsmart/



Welcome We are pleased to welcome to our school Ms Carla Thompson and Mrs Karina Hooda who are joining us as learning support assistants.



Updated web site www.freemans.northants.sch.uk Our web site has been re-designed and updated. In order to make it more useful we have tried to put all the key information on the front (home) page. The front page now has a ‘notice board’ for important messages and information and there is also a live calendar that will be continuously updated. Navigation to other pages is on the left hand side and includes a gallery of pictures, the school prospectus and an information / documents page. The information page will contain policies, reports and guidance. For instance you now have access to a document entitled ‘Infections In Children’ which has useful information about common childhood ailments and also to a document giving guidance on ‘E – Safety’ – both topical subjects. Please have a look at the new site and please let the office know if you have any suggestions for the content that may be on the site. Seasonal Illnesses We are at that time of year when pupils are suffering from various viruses, gastrointestinal infection and possibly even flu. It is important that children fully recover before they come back to school. Please note that in instances of sickness, vomiting and upset stomachs, children must remain away from school for 48 hours after the last symptoms.



http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Parents/Yourchildshealthand safety/Internetsafety



School Census Schools have to make regular census returns to central government but this year sees the introduction of data collection on pupil disabilities. It will be a statutory requirement to collect the relevant data from all parents / carers even if your child has no difficulties. Mrs McIvor will be sending forms home for completion but if you prefer an electronic version this can be found on the school web site in the Information section. Please complete the form and e-mail to Mrs McIvor at the following address: [email protected] Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.



Start of the School Day Please be aware that children should not be dropped off at school until 8.45 a.m., 10 minutes before the start of the school day. There is no supervision on the playground until that time and the school cannot be responsible for the safety of children dropped off early. If you require child care before this time we do of course have the Breakfast Club where children can enjoy a breakfast and be supervised until the school opens. Children can be dropped off at Breakfast Club at 8.00 a.m.. Breakfast Club costs £2.40 a day and if you would like more details please contact Mrs McIvor in the school office. We have had concerns raised by residents of Ryeburn Close about parents / carers dropping off children at school. I appreciate that it is very difficult to find places to park near school but it would be helpful if we can show consideration for our neighbours. It would be helpful if drivers: Do not block driveways Drive slowly Are careful when making u turns, reversing etc. Thank you for your help and understanding.
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