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DECEMBER 2014 



From the Counselor’s  Desk 



PENN HIGH SCHOOL 



Hello everyone - hope you all had a Happy Thanksgiving and got to enjoy a nice long weekend.



 



   



Next week, Freshmen counselors will begin the scheduling process with FRESHMEN. Do not be alarmed! We will begin the scheduling process for the Juniors for their senior year in December-January. We will be doing presentations AND every counselor will meet with ALL juniors to go over their selections. More information will follow



 



PENN GUIDANCE  WEBPAGE  THOSE OF YOU  WHO  ARE REGULARS TO THE  PENN GUIDANCE WEB  PAGE WILL NOTICE  CHANGES TO IT’S FOR‐ MAT AND CONTENT.   We aim to make the  web site the best re‐ source for parents and  students as possible,  and discuss the con‐ tent at our staﬀ  mee ngs every week. 



Our new Program of Studies book is in the process of being loaded onto our new website. Right now, it is still the old one on there, but most of the information in it is still accurate if you want to take a look. On the new website, the Program of Studies can be found under the tab "School Info" and then "Academics". Then click on "course descriptions" for the listing of all the classes. The Program of Studies also answers questions regarding the different Diploma Types and the Course Sequences We will also be going over all this information with your students when we meet with them both in the English classes and individually. During the month of December students should be researching classes, using the online Program of Studies, talking to teachers and talking with you in regards to what classes to take.



 



.  



PSAT SCORES.    One copy of the score report and the actual test will be given to your junior to bring home.  CHECK  THEIR BACKPACK!!!   A second copy of the score report will go home with the first semester report card in January.  How to Interpret your PSAT Score Report 2012-13 The first step in preparing for the SAT is to review the PSAT answers. Use the information below to understand each portion of the score report. Your Scores There are three test sections: critical reading, mathematics, and writing skills.  Each PSAT/NMSQT score—critical reading, mathematics, and writing skills—is based on a scale of 20 to 80. The SAT is based on a 200 to 800 score. By adding a zero to your PSAT score you will be able to see how your student would do on the SAT. Generally speaking, colleges are looking for a Critical Reading, and a Math score of 500 or higher on each test.  The score ranges show how much scores might vary if students were to take the PSAT/NMSQT repeatedly without learning additional skills.  Percentiles compare your student’s performance with those of other eleventhgraders across the nation



Your Skills This section shows how your student performed on each of the skills measured on the PSAT. The bar graphsmake it easy to tell strengths and weaknesses.  A more specific plan for improvement can be found at My College QuickStart. This is an online personalized college planning site. See the information at the bottom of the page 



Your Answers  This section shows the correct answer, the student’s response, and the difficulty level of each question. (Mathematics questions also indicate the general math area covered in the question.)  At the bottom of this section is the number of correct answers for each level of difficulty and the number of points subtracted for wrong answers.  Encourage your child to go over questions she or he got wrong. Did she or he really not know the answer? Make a careless error? Guess instead of leaving the question blank?



National Merit Scholarship Just below your child’s PSAT scores is sum of the critical reading, mathematics, and writing skills scores. This is used as the qualifying score for students to be honored in the National Merit Scholarship Competition. The principal of Penn High School will be notified of students who qualified for recognition. For more information about NMSC scholarship programs, visit www.nationalmerit.org. 



Next Steps · This section gives you instructions for accessing My College QuickStart, an easyto-use, online, personalized college and career planning kit that includes an Enhanced Score Report, A Study Plan for the SAT, Personality test, College and Career Matches. We encourage you to use this online service  Use the online access code provided here to log on to My College QuickStart



DECEMBER 2014 



ADDITIONAL NEWS FROM  PENN HIGH SCHOOL 



PENN HIGH SCHOOL 



 The 2013‐14 Yearbooks are here!  You can  pick up your pre‐ordered books at this time.   There are a few for sale in the bookstore for    $80.   



 Fall NHS Induction‐Juniors and seniors with    a cumulative GPA of 3.5 or greater may apply  for NHS.  Please pick up the application in‐ structions in the Guidance Oﬃce, the Math/ Science (STEM Oﬃce) or in room 240.  If you  have any questions please see Mrs. Knight  in room 240 or email her at  [email protected]   Attention Juniors and Seniors:  Would you  like to start earning credits toward you col‐ lege degree and have Penn High School cov‐ er the tuition?  The Penn High School Ad‐ vanced Career Education Program is a way  for high school students to begin college  coursework and/or prepare for a career.   Students take classes at area colleges and  will have a college transcript at their respec‐ tive college, just like any college student.   These are actual college classes.  Colleges  establish the course oﬀering and days/time  the classes are in session.  Students may  choose an area that matches their intended  college major, their career plan, or personal  interest area.  This is also a great opportuni‐ ty for parents/guardians and students to  save on college tuition expenses.     Courses in the Accelerated College Program  will meet one of the requirements for that  Academic and Technical Honors Diploma.     If you are interested please see MRS. BALL  in room 251 or  your guidance counselor. 



AIR FORCE  If interested in the Air Force or  Air Force ROTC, please see  MRS. Superczynski in the  CCRC.  Staﬀ Sergeant Ciokie‐ wicz with the Air Force will be  at Penn Thursday, December  4th at 11:00 am in guidance to  discuss scholarships, paying for  your educa on, ETC. 



IU Radiology  IU RADIOLOGY will be at Penn  on Thursday, December 4th.  If  Interested, sign up in the CCRC 



BETHEL COLLEG ON‐ SITE REGISTRATION  Bethel will be at Penn for an  On‐Site Registra on (at Penn0  on December 3rd from 9‐ 10:30am in the CCRC.  Fee  waived, complete Paper appli‐ ca on and turn in by Monday  December 8th to the CCRC for  Processing. 
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