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Glossary Geoterms are in blue. Vocabulary words are in black.



A absolute location the precise point where a place is located on Earth accidental pollution the release of harmful substances into the environment as the result of an accident, such as an oil tanker spilling oil into the sea acclimatize the process of adjusting to lower oxygen levels at high elevation acid rain rain that can damage the environment because it contains acid created from chemicals in factory smoke and car exhaust. Acid rain can damage plants, fish, animals, and even buildings. adaptation a change in a way of life to suit new conditions adobe a type of brick that is made of clay mixed with straw and dried in the sun air quality the condition of the air based on the amount of pollution in it alpine found in high mountains; also describes the mountain vegetation zone between the tree line and the snow line alpine glacier a glacier formed by snowfall in a high, cold mountain valley altitudinal zonation the division of land into zones based on elevation, which in turn helps determine climate and vegetation Antarctic Circle the line of latitude at 60°30’S that marks the boundary of the southern polar zone apartheid the former official South African policy of separating people according to race; it gave most of the political and economic power to whites aqueduct a pipe or channel built to transport water from one place to another



atmosphere the layer of air that surrounds Earth atmospheric pressure the weight of the atmosphere pressing down on any point of the surface of Earth atoll a ring of coral islands and reefs surrounding a shallow body of ocean water avalanche the sudden movement of a large mass of ice, snow, or rocks and soil down the side of a mountain axis an imaginary line that runs from the North Pole to the South Pole through the center of Earth



B baby boom a sudden increase in the birth rate of a population barter conducting trade by exchanging goods or services instead of money basin a bowl-shaped depression, or hollow, in Earth’s surface biodiversity the variety of plants and animals living in one area, or on Earth biome a very large ecosystem such as a desert, forest, wetlands, or grassland; home to a community of plants and animals birth rate the number of births in a year for every 1,000 people in a population brain drain the loss of well-educated people such as doctors or engineers to another country broadleaf evergreen forest a vegetation zone of mainly tall trees that remain green all year; also refers to the type of vegetation in this zone



C calorie a measure of the amount of energy in food



arable land land suitable for growing crops



canopy the thick layer of overlapping tree branches that make up the top layer of a forest



Arctic Circle the line of latitude at 60°30’N that marks the boundary of the northern polar zone



capital city a city that is the governmental center of a country or region



arid dry or lacking rainfall; also a climate or climate zone that is hot and dry all year with very little rain



carbon-oxygen cycle the process by which carbon and oxygen cycle among plants, people and animals, and the environment



arithmetic population density the population of a country divided by its total land area



cardinal directions the four main directions on a compass rose: north, south, east, and west
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carrying capacity the number of people or animals the environment of an area can support



compass rose a diagram on a map that shows directions such as north, south, east, and west



cash crop a crop that is grown to be sold rather than to be consumed by the farmers and their families



condense to lose heat and change from a vapor or gas into a liquid. Moisture, or water vapor, in the air condenses to form rain.



cataract a series of rapids and low waterfalls on a river census a count of a population centrifugal forces the forces that divide people and countries centripetal forces the forces that unite people and countries chaparral a vegetation zone of mainly small trees and bushes adapted to a Mediterranean climate; also refers to the type of vegetation in this zone civil war a war between groups living in the same country clear-cut to cut down all of the trees in an area climagraph a graph that shows the average temperature and precipitation in a place over a year climate the pattern of weather over a long period of time climate zone a large area of Earth with a particular pattern of weather cloud forest a type of high-altitude, tropical forest that is usually covered by clouds or mist cloud seeding the scattering of chemicals into clouds to bring about rain colonialism a system in which one country rules another area as a colony. The ruling country controls trade with its colony for its own benefit. commercial farming raising crops for sale, often on large farms commercial fishing catching fish for sale, often with the use of large ships common market a group of countries that acts as a single market, without trade barriers between member countries communal land land that is held in common by a group of people



confluence the flowing together of two or more streams conifer a tree with needles and cones, such as a pine tree coniferous forest a vegetation zone of mainly evergreen trees with needles and cones; also refers to the type of vegetation in this zone conservationist someone who works to protect the beauty and natural resources of the environment from destruction or pollution consumption the using up of goods and services; also the purchase and use of goods and services by consumers continent the seven largest areas of land on Earth continental climate a type of climate that occurs in inland areas and other places not affected by the sea; marked by hot summers, cold winters, and relatively little precipitation Continental Divide a series of mountain ridges in North America that separate the streams and rivers that flow west into the Pacific Ocean from those that flow east into the Arctic and Atlantic oceans continental drift theory the idea that continents are slowly drifting as the tectonic plates that they sit on move. This idea comes from Alfred Wegener, who proposed that Earth once had one giant supercontinent. This supercontinent broke apart into plates that have slowly drifted to their current locations. continental glacier a large, thick ice sheet that covers a vast area and moves outward in many directions continental island an island that was once part of a continent convection the movement, or transfer, of heat through a gas or liquid



commute time the amount of time spent traveling to and from work



coordinates a set of numbers that together describe the exact location of something, such as a place on a map



comparative advantage the ability of one country to produce a good or provide a service at a lower cost or more effectively than another country



core the innermost part of Earth, made of solid iron and surrounded by a layer of liquid iron
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Coriolis effect the curving pattern of wind and ocean currents caused by Earth’s rotation cost of living the average cost of basic necessities, such as food, clothing, and shelter, in a particular place or country crater a bowl-shaped hole in Earth’s surface crude oil petroleum as it comes out of the ground and before it has been refined or processed into useful products crust the hard outer layer of Earth cultural identity a feeling of belonging to a group that shares the same culture, or way of life



desertification the process by which land becomes more and more dry until it turns into desert; may be caused by climate change, human activities, or both. desert scrub a vegetation zone of mainly small trees, bushes, and other plants adapted to a dry climate; also refers to the type of vegetation in this zone developed country a wealthy country with an advanced economy. Developed countries have many industries and provide a comfortable way of life for most of their people. developing country a poorer country with a less advanced economy. In general, developing countries are trying to increase their industries and improve life for their people.



cultural region an area that is set apart from other places by the way of life of the people who live there



dialect a version of a language spoken in a specific area



currency the bills and coins used as money in a particular country or group of countries



dictator a leader who governs by force, without the consent of the people



current the steady movement of air or water due to convection



diffusion the spreading and mixing of cultures



D



digital divide the difference in opportunities available to people who have access to computers and the Internet and those who do not



death rate the number of deaths in a year for every 1,000 people in a population



distortion a change in shape, size, or position of a place when it is shown on a map



deciduous forest a vegetation zone of mainly trees that shed their leaves before winter; also refers to the type of vegetation in this zone



distribution the way people or things are spread out over an area or a space; also the way resources, power, or goods are divided among people or groups



deforestation removing or clearing away the trees from a forest. Deforestation is often done to clear land for farming or ranching.



diversity a variety or wide range of differences



delta the triangle-shaped deposit of sand and sediment that occurs where a river flows into an ocean



downwind in the direction that the wind is blowing



demographic transition model a model of how the size of a population changes as a country develops its economy demography the study of human populations, including how they change due to births, deaths, aging, and migration dependency ratio the number of old and young people who don’t work compared with the working-age population. The higher the ratio, the more young and old people the workers have to support. desalinization plant a facility that removes salt from seawater to make it suitable for human use desert a geographic region with too little rainfall to support much plant life; also a vegetation zone



doubling time the length of time it takes for a population to double drought an unusually long period in which little or no rain falls



E earthquake-resistant construction techniques building methods used to make structures safer during earthquakes earthquake zone an area where earthquakes are likely, often where tectonic plates meet economic activity any action that relates to the making, buying, and selling of goods and services economic interdependence condition in which countries have strong economic ties and depend on each other for resources, technology, trade, and investment
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ecosystem a community of all the living things in an area and the environment in which they live



exotic species animals or plants that are brought into an area from somewhere else



ecotourism a form of tourism that brings people to unique ecosystems while trying to avoid damage to these special places



exposure the harmful effects of cold, wind, or other extreme weather conditions



ecumene a geographic region that is well suited for permanent settlement by people. Areas not included in the ecumene are generally too dry, too cold, or too rugged for permanent human settlement. elevation the height of the land above sea level El Niño a warm ocean current that flows off the west coast of South America every few years. An El Niño event changes weather patterns around the world. It may also cause extreme weather in some regions. emigrate to move from a country. People who leave a country are called emigrants. empire a group of territories, peoples, or nations ruled by a single authority endangered species animals or plants that are in danger of dying out in the immediate future environmental degradation damage to or destruction of the natural environment. When such damage occurs, habitats are destroyed, biodiversity is lost, or natural resources are used up. environmentalist a person who works to protect the natural world



extended family a family made up of parents, children, grandparents, and sometimes more distant relatives extinct having completely died out. An extinct species has no living members. extreme weather severe or unusual weather conditions, such as hurricanes, tornadoes, or blizzards eye the calm area at the center of a hurricane or other tropical cyclone eye wall the ring of thunderstorms that surrounds the eye, or center, of a hurricane or other tropical cyclone



F failed state a state that no longer exists or one in which the government is so weak that it has little control over its territory famine a severe shortage of food that results in widespread hunger fauna all the animal life in a particular region fault a line on Earth’s surface that results from a deep crack in the crust



equator the line of latitude that circles Earth exactly midway between the North and South Poles



fault-block mountain a mountain created when a block of Earth’s crust tilts upward as a result of tectonic movement



erg a great sea of sand with tall sand dunes in the Sahara



fault line a line on Earth’s surface that occurs where there is a break in the crust



erosion the gradual wearing away of Earth’s surface by the action of wind, water, ice, and gravity



fishery place where fish are caught, processed, and sold



estate a sizable area of privately owned property with a large house



floodplain the flat area around a river that is covered with sediment as a result of frequent flooding flora all the plant life in a particular region



ethnic diversity a variety of people from different ethnic groups



fold mountain a mountain that is created by a folding of Earth’s crust



ethnic group a group of people in a country who share a unique culture and identity



food chain a series of plants and animals, each of which depends on the one below it for food. A food chain usually forms part of a much larger food web



euro the unit of currency used in many countries of the European Union European Union (EU) a supranational organization through which a number of European countries work together on shared issues



food web all of the feeding relationships within an ecosystem. Each living thing in a food web provides food energy to other living things within that ecosystem.



evaporation the process by which a liquid, such as water, turns into a vapor, or gas



foreign investment investment by a person or company based in another country Glossary
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forest floor the bottom layer, or ground, of a forest forestry the planting, growing, and harvesting of trees fossil fuel any fuel, such as petroleum, coal, and natural gas, that is made from the remains of prehistoric plants and animals free trade the flow of goods and services across national borders, with little or no government control freshwater made up of water that is fresh, not salty; also describes creatures that live in fresh water, such as freshwater fish



G GDP See gross domestic product. gender-based division of labor the division of work into two categories based on sex, or gender. The result is that men and women do different kinds of work. general pollution the release of harmful substances into the environment as a result of everyday activities, such as burning coal to make electricity



greenhouse effect the process by which gases in the atmosphere trap heat from the sun and keep it close to Earth’s surface. This trapped heat may contribute to global warming. greenhouse gas any gas, such as carbon dioxide, that helps to trap heat in Earth’s atmosphere, contributing to the greenhouse effect gross domestic product (GDP) the total value of goods and services produced in a country in a year groundwater water lying deep under the ground that supplies wells and springs. Over half the people in the world depend on groundwater for their drinking water. gulf a large inlet of the sea that cuts deeply into the land



H habitat the natural environment in which a plant or animal lives hammada a high, rock-covered flatland in the Sahara



genocide the elimination of a group of people based on race, religion, or some other factor



headwaters the stream or streams that make up the beginnings of a river



geography the study of features on Earth’s surface including landforms, water bodies, climate, plants, animals, and peoples



hemisphere one half of a sphere. Earth can be divided into eastern and western hemispheres or into northern and southern hemispheres.



geothermal energy energy produced by steam or hot water from deep inside Earth geyser a spring that throws a jet of hot water or steam into the air



highlands a mountainous part of a country; a climate zone where temperature and precipitation vary with latitude and elevation; a vegetation zone where the mix of plants varies with latitude and elevation; also refers to the type of vegetation in this zone



glaciation the creation and movement of glaciers



horn a sharp mountain peak shaped like a pyramid



glacier a large mass of ice found near Earth’s poles (continental glacier) or in a high, cold mountain valley (alpine glacier)



human geography the study of how people have spread across Earth



global grid the system of imaginary lines (called parallels of latitude and meridians of longitude) used to divide the surface of Earth on maps and globes global warming the gradual increase in the temperature of Earth’s surface over time. This warming may be the result of natural causes. It may also be caused by human activities. globalization the development of a global society in which people, money, information, and goods flow fairly freely across national borders



humid continental a climate or climate zone with warm, rainy summers and cool, snowy winters humid subtropical a climate or climate zone with hot, rainy summers and mild winters with some rain hurricane the name for a tropical cyclone that begins in the Atlantic Ocean hydroelectric potential the electrical power that can be generated from flowing water hydroelectric power electricity that is generated from the power of moving water
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I iceberg a large mass of ice floating in the ocean ice cap a climate or climate zone that is very cold all year with permanent ice and snow; also a permanent, dome-shaped covering of ice over a large area; also a vegetation zone that is too cold to support plant life ice shelf a large, floating sheet of ice that is attached to the coast. Ice shelves can extend out to sea for hundreds of miles. ice stream a fast-moving section of a continental glacier illiterate unable to read or write immigrate to move to a country. People who move to another country are called immigrants. impermeable rock rock that does not allow liquid or gas to flow through it indigenous peoples natives of an area who have been conquered or dominated by others who came later Industrial Revolution the huge social and economic change in Europe and the United States that was produced by the shift from hand tools to machines in the 18th and 19th centuries infant mortality rate the number of infants, out of every 1,000 babies born in a particular year, who die before reaching age 1 infill the process of filling in empty or run-down parts of a city with new development infiltration the movement of water from Earth’s surface into the soil informal economy the part of the economy in which goods and services are exchanged outside of government control. People who work in the informal economy often sell goods on the street or in a street market. information technology (IT) the use of technology to move and process information. IT includes computers, communication satellites, cell phones, and the Internet inland sea a large body of salt water with little or no connection to the ocean intermediate directions the directions on a compass rose, such as southeast, that are located between the cardinal directions International Date Line the meridian of longitude located at 180º. By international agreement, the date is one day earlier to the east of this line.



invasive species nonnative plants and animals that invade an ecosystem isthmus a narrow strip of land that links two larger landmasses



L lagoon a body of shallow water partly cut off from the ocean by low-lying rock, sand, or coral reefs landform any natural feature of Earth’s surface that has a distinct shape. Landforms include major features such as continents, plains, plateaus, and mountain ranges. They also include minor features such as hills, valleys, canyons, and dunes. landlocked surrounded entirely by land landmass a very large, unbroken area of land landscape a large area with a particular kind of scenery, such as a desert landscape land use the ways in which people use a particular area of Earth’s surface; for example, for farming, development, or preservation land use conflict disagreement over how to use a particular area of land lava molten, or liquid, rock that flows out of a volcano life expectancy the average age to which a person in a given population can expect to live. Life expectancy varies from one country to another. linguistic group a group of people who share a common language lithosphere the outermost part of Earth, including a layer of solid rock and Earth’s crust livestock raising raising animals for food, milk, wool, or other products lower story the middle layer of a forest, consisting of shrubs and trees lowland an area of land that is flatter or lower than nearby areas



M magma molten, or liquid, rock that lies beneath Earth’s crust mantle the middle layer of Earth that lies between the core and the lithosphere map grid a system of imaginary lines that divides up the space on a map Glossary
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map key another name for map legend map legend a box or other display on a map that explains the meaning of the symbols used on the map map projection a way of representing the spherical Earth on a flat surface map scale an element of a map that shows how a unit of distance on the map (such as an inch) relates to actual distance on the surface of Earth



multinational corporation a large company that has operations in more than one country multiracial made up of people from several ethnic groups



N



marginal land land that is not well suited for growing crops



nation a large group of people who share a common history and culture. Not all nations have their own government or control a territory, but the word nation often means a country or nation-state.



marine climate a type of climate that is influenced by the sea. This type of climate is marked by relatively mild winters, cool summers, and fairly regular precipitation.



nationalism feelings of loyalty and pride toward one’s nation or ethnic group. Nationalism sometimes includes the belief that one’s nation or group is better than all others.



marine west coast a climate or climate zone with warm summers, cool winters, and rainfall all year



national park a large area of land that a government has set aside in order to preserve it in its natural state



Mediterranean a climate or climate zone with warm to hot, dry summers and mild, rainy winters



nation-state an independent state, or country, whose people mostly share a common identity



meridian of longitude an imaginary line between the North and South poles that crosses the equator at right angles



native species animals or plants that occur naturally in an area



meteorology the scientific study of climate and weather patterns metropolitan area a major population center made up of a large city and the smaller suburbs and towns that surround it micro-enterprise a very small business with few or no employees micro-entrepreneur a person who starts and runs a very small business migrant worker a person who moves regularly in order to find work, especially in harvesting crops



natural disaster great destruction or loss of life caused by natural forces rather than by human actions natural gas a gas found beneath Earth’s surface that can be burned as fuel for cooking, heating homes, and other purposes natural resource a useful material that is found in nature, such as water, wood, coal, or oil navigable lake a lake that is large and deep enough for big ships nomad a person who wanders from place to place



migrate to move from one region or country to another



nomadic herding the raising of livestock for food by moving herds from place to place to find pasture and water



migration stream the constant flow of migrants from one country into another country. The largest migration stream into the United States today is from Mexico.



non-point-source pollution pollution that does not come from a single location, but rather from many sources such as runoff from farms



mixed forest a type of vegetation or vegetation zone that includes both coniferous and deciduous trees



nonrenewable resource a resource that takes so long to form that it can’t be replaced. Oil, which takes millions of years to form, is such a resource.



mixed-use development development that combines housing and businesses in one area monsoon a seasonal wind. Summer monsoon winds in South Asia usually bring rain to that region. moraine a mass of dirt and rock that has been left by a glacier as it retreats



nuclear family a family made up of parents and their children nuclear radiation a form of energy that comes from nuclear reactions. Radiation has no smell or taste, but it can be very harmful to living things. Materials polluted with nuclear radiation are said to be radioactive.
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nutrient a substance that provides nourishment, such as one of the elements in soil that make it fertile



physical geography the study of natural features on the surface of Earth



O



physical processes natural forces that change Earth’s physical features, including forces that build up and wear down Earth’s surface



oasis an isolated spot in a desert where water is found oil reserves oil that has been discovered but remains unused in the ground ore a mineral from which a valuable metal can be mined orographic effect the precipitation that occurs when moist air rises up the side of a mountain. As the air rises, it cools down and releases most of its moisture as rain or snow. outsource to hire someone outside a company to do work that was once done inside the company. Information technology has made it possible to outsource jobs to businesses in other countries. overfishing taking too many fish from a body of water, so that the supply of fish is used up ozone hole an area of the upper atmosphere in which the ozone layer has become unusually thin



P parallel of latitude an imaginary line around Earth that runs parallel to the equator pastoral nomads groups of herders who move with their animals from place to place in search of pasture and water peninsula a long, narrow stretch of land that is surrounded by water on three sides pension a fixed amount of money paid to a retired person by a government or former employer per capita by or for each person. A per capita figure is calculated by dividing the total amount of something by the number of people in a place. perennial irrigation a system that allows for the year-round watering of crops permafrost a layer of soil beneath Earth’s surface that is always frozen persecution unfair treatment of others because of who they are or what they believe pesticide a chemical substance used to control anything seen as a pest, such as insects, weeds, or rodents physical feature any natural characteristic of Earth’s surface, such as landforms and bodies of water



physiologic population density the population of a country divided by its arable land area plantation a large farm, especially in a hot area plateau a raised area of land, such as a hill or mountain, with a flat top plaza an open square or marketplace plural society a society in which different cultural groups keep their own identity, beliefs, and traditions point-source pollution water pollution from a single place, such as a discharge pipe at a plant that treats sewage polar zone the area between the Arctic Circle and the North Pole or between the Antarctic Circle and the South Pole, where the climate is generally cold pollutant something that pollutes, or damages, air, soil, or water pollution damage to the natural environment caused by harmful substances; also refers to harmful substances population density the average number of people who live in a unit of area, such as a square mile. Population density measures how crowded an area is. population distribution where people live in a country, whether crowded together in cities or spread out across the countryside population pyramid a graph that shows the ages and sexes in a population, with the youngest ages at the bottom. The graph is often shaped like a pyramid. potable safe for drinking precipitation moisture that falls from the sky as rain, snow, sleet, or hail prevailing winds winds that usually blow in a certain direction primate city the largest and most important city in a country. A primate city has at least twice the population of the next largest city. It is a center of economic power and national culture. prime meridian the meridian of longitude labeled 0 degrees, from which all other degrees of longitude are measured. The prime meridian passes through Greenwich, England. Glossary
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public transit system a network of buses, trains, and other vehicles used for moving passengers pull factor something that encourages people to move to a new place push factor something that encourages people to leave a place behind



R



ritual a set of actions performed as part of a ceremony river basin the area drained by a river and its tributaries river system a river and all the tributaries that flow into it rotation the spinning motion of Earth around its axis runoff water from rainfall that is not absorbed into the soil and instead flows into streams or lakes



rainband a band of dense clouds that swirls around the eye wall of a hurricane



rural found in or living in areas that are not close to cities



rainforest a type of thick evergreen forest found in areas of heavy rainfall



rural decline worsening economic conditions in the countryside, including rising unemployment and growing poverty



rain shadow a dry area on the downwind side of a mountain rate of natural increase the annual rate of population growth. This percentage is calculated by subtracting the death rate from the birth rate. It does not include people moving into or out of a country. recycling the process of collecting used materials that would otherwise be thrown away and turning them into raw materials for new uses reforestation the replanting of trees in a formerly forested area by people or by nature refugee someone who seeks safety by going to another country reg a gravel-covered desert plain region an area defined by one or more natural or cultural characteristics that set it apart from other areas relative location where a place is located in relation to another place remittance a payment of money sent by an immigrant to a relative in his or her home country renewable resource a resource that can’t be used up or that can be replaced as quickly as it is used up. Sunlight is a renewable resource that cannot be used up. Wood is a renewable resource that can be replaced by planting more trees. replacement rate the total fertility rate needed for a population to replace itself



rural fringe the small towns, farms, and open spaces that lie just beyond a city’s suburbs



S saline containing salt salinization the buildup of salt in soil or water sanitation the systems that keep an area free of filth and germs that can cause disease savanna a type of tropical grassland satellite image a view, such as of Earth, created from information gathered by instruments on board a satellite sediment bits of soil left in a place by moving water segregation the separation of one group of people from another, such as by race. Segregation can involve laws or customs that require different groups to use different facilities and live in separate areas. semiarid dry, with little rainfall; also a climate or climate zone with hot, dry summers and cool, dry winters sewage solid and liquid waste from homes and other buildings that is carried away by sewers or drains shantytown a settlement made up of crudely built shacks shari’a traditional Islamic law



reserve an area that has been set aside for a specific purpose



shield the large core of very old rock that lies at the base of each continent



reservoir an artificial lake where water is stored



shifting agriculture the practice of clearing one area for farming for a few years and then moving on to another area when the first has lost its fertility



revolution one complete trip by Earth around the sun
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silt sand, mud, or clay made up of fine bits of soil and found at the bottom of a river or lake site the specific place where something is located, including its physical setting situation the way a place is positioned in relation to its wider surroundings slash-and-burn method a way of clearing land for farming that involves cutting down and burning trees and other plants slum an overcrowded, dirty area of a city where the housing is usually in very poor condition smog a haze in the air caused by pollution, especially the exhaust from cars and other vehicles snow line the lowest elevation on mountains where snow remains year-round solar energy energy from the sun that can be converted into heat or electricity spatial inequality the unequal distribution of wealth or resources in a geographic area, so that some places are richer than others standard of living the overall level of comfort and well-being of a group or a country state a political unit that controls a particular territory steppe a vast, grassy plain storm surge a wall of water that is pushed ashore by a storm subarctic a climate or climate zone with cold, snowy winters and cool, rainy summers



sustainable development using resources in ways that meet the needs of people today without hurting the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. This means finding ways to use resources without using them up.



T taiga a large, coniferous forest located in a far northern latitude, just south of the tundra tariff a tax on goods that cross country borders technology the creation and use of tools to meet practical needs; also refers to the tools themselves tectonic movement the movement of plates below Earth’s surface tectonic plate a large piece of Earth’s crust that floats on the liquid mantle temperate moderate or mild, without extremes of hot or cold temperate grassland vegetation or a vegetation zone of mainly grasses and scattered trees adapted to a tropical wet and dry climate temperate zone the area between Earth’s tropical zones and polar zones, where the climate is relatively mild tenement a rundown apartment building terracing the creation of flat areas on mountain slopes for the purpose of farming thematic map a map that shows a particular theme, or topic



subsistence farming farming carried out mainly to provide food for farm families, with little surplus for sale to others



threatened species animals or plants that are likely to become endangered if not protected



suburb a developed area at the edge of a city that is mainly homes. Many suburbs also have stores and businesses.



time zone an area that uses the same clock time. Earth is divided into 24 standard time zones. In each zone, clocks are set to the area’s own hour and minute.



supercontinent a huge landmass from which the present continents were formed



topographic map a map that uses elevation, or contour, lines and symbols to show a region’s physical and human features. These features may include hills, valleys, rivers, lakes, roads, trails, and buildings.



superpower an extremely powerful country with more political, economic, or military might than most other countries supranational cooperation a form of international cooperation in which countries give up some control of their affairs as they work together to achieve shared goals



tornado a violent, spinning windstorm that appears as a funnel-shaped cloud total fertility rate (TFR) the average number of children a woman in a given population will have in her lifetime. This number is different in different countries.
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tourism travel for pleasure rather than business or necessity; also, the business of organizing such travel township in South Africa, a poor urban settlement where blacks were forced to live during apartheid toxic chemical a chemical that is poisonous to humans or other living things toxic waste waste materials from industry that are poisonous to humans or other living things trade bloc a group of countries that work together to promote trade with one another trade winds steady winds in tropical latitudes that blow toward the equator from both the north and south traditional culture customs and ways of life handed down from ancestors



tropical zone the area between the equator and the Tropic of Cancer and between the equator and the Tropic of Capricorn, where the climate is generally hot Tropic of Cancer the northernmost line of latitude where the sun’s rays ever beat straight down. This line marks the northern limit of the tropical zone. Tropic of Capricorn the southernmost line of latitude where the sun’s rays ever beat straight down. This line marks the southern limit of the tropical zone. tsunami a huge, destructive wave caused by an earthquake or a volcanic eruption tundra a climate zone with very cold winters, cold summers, and little rain or snow; a vast, treeless plain in the arctic regions between the ice cap and the tree line; also a vegetation zone that is a treeless plain with grasses, mosses, and scrubs adapted to a cold climate



transboundary pollution pollution that starts in one country and crosses boundaries into other countries. Generally, transboundary pollution is carried by wind or water.



typhoon the name for a tropical cyclone, or hurricane, that begins in the western Pacific Ocean



tree line the highest elevation where trees grow on a mountain



U



tributary a stream or river that flows into a larger stream or river



unemployment joblessness



tropical cyclone a severe storm with high winds that spiral around a calm center. Depending on where they form, tropical cyclones are called hurricanes, typhoons, or cyclones.



UNESCO a branch of the United Nations. UNESCO stands for United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization. upwind against the direction that the wind is blowing urban found or living in a city



tropical depression a storm near the equator with winds moving in a circle at speeds of up to 38 miles per hour



urban core the older part of a big city. Often the urban core serves as the downtown or central business district of a city.



tropical disturbance a cluster of thunderstorms near the equator that moves with the prevailing winds



urban fringe the ring of small towns and suburbs that surround a big city



tropical grassland vegetation or a vegetation zone of mainly grasses and scattered trees adapted to a tropical wet and dry climate



urban growth boundary a legal border that separates an area where development is permitted from an area where development is forbidden



tropical rainforest a broadleaf evergreen forest found in wet and hot regions near the equator



urban hierarchy a ranking of cities based on their size and the services they offer



tropical storm a storm near the equator with winds moving in a circle at speeds of 39 to 73 miles per hour



urbanization the movement of people from rural to urban areas, resulting in the growth of urban areas



tropical wet a climate or climate zone that is hot and rainy all year



urban sprawl the rapid, often poorly planned spread of development from an urban area outward into rural areas



tropical wet and dry a climate or climate zone that is hot all year with rainy and dry seasons



U-shaped valley a valley with a relatively flat bottom, formed by a glacier
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vegetation all the plants and trees in an area



watershed a geographic area that includes all of the land and waterways that drain into a body of water; also called a drainage basin.



vegetation zone a large area of Earth with a certain mix of plants and trees that are adapted to similar conditions



water stress the condition that occurs when people don’t have enough clean fresh water to meet their everyday needs



vertical trade the trading of crops between lowland and highland areas



water vapor water in the form of a gas, as in steam or moisture in the atmosphere



volcanic activity the formation and eruption of volcanoes



wetland an area where the soil is usually wet or covered with water



volcanic island an island formed when an underwater volcano builds up enough lava and ash to rise above sea level



wildlife wild animals and birds living in their natural environment



V



volcano a break in Earth’s crust where magma and other material erupts from Earth’s interior V-shaped valley a valley with a relatively narrow bottom, formed by a river



W wadi the usually dry bed of a river or stream in a desert or semiarid area wastewater water that has been used; for example, for washing or producing goods water cycle the movement of water from the surface of Earth to the atmosphere and back again. During this cycle, water evaporates from rivers, lakes, and oceans, rises and condenses into clouds, and then falls back to Earth as rain, hail, sleet, or snow. This process is also known as the hydrologic cycle.



windbreak a wall or hedge that breaks the force of the wind windward facing the wind workforce all the people who are available for work, for example, in a country World Heritage Site a place of great natural or cultural value that has been placed on the UNESCO World Heritage List. UNESCO helps countries preserve these sites for future generations.



Z zero population growth a condition in which the population of a country does not grow but remains stable. This condition comes about when the birth rate plus immigration equals the death rate plus emigration.
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