









	
 Home

	 Add Document
	 Sign In
	 Create An Account














[image: PDFKUL.COM]






































	
 Viewer

	
 Transcript













Excel in Mind, Body and Character



George Mason High School Newsletter Matthew Hills, Principal



August 2016



Greetings Mustang Families, Welcome back to the 2016-2017 school year! I am delighted to begin the school year and recognize the tremendous privilege I have to lead your children in meeting their goals. I encourage you to enjoy the last few weeks of summer by spending quality family time together. My goal for the school year is to create an environment where positive relationships are cultivated. This particular goal is achievable because of the incredible teachers and students who make George Mason such a special institution. As a school community, our goal is to Empower, Engage, and Enrich our students. We empower students by allowing them to take ownership of their learning. We engage students through differentiation and individualized opportunities in the classroom. We enrich students through rigorous experiences and building relationships. Thank you for taking the time to review the information in this letter. As we no longer mail home openingday packets, please find the pertinent information by clicking the link below.



Sincerely, Matt Hills Principal



Bus routes will be posted online by September 1st at www.fccps.org/bus/
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IMPORTANT INFORMATION FROM FCCPS FOOD SERVICE DIRECTOR, RICHARD KANE Important Changes This School Year  Lunch prices for George Mason High School and Mary Ellen Henderson Middle are $3.90 per meal and Breakfast prices are $2.50 per meal.



In the Food Service Department we have updated our computerized system that allows us to manage our business faster and better. The system is called Café Enterprise. DEBIT ACCOUNTS FOR STUDENTS! A great feature of this system is that each student has a “debit account” (not a credit account) with us. This means the student can purchase lunch using the money deposited into the “debit account”. Each student has an account number which is the same as their student ID number. At lunch time, the student enters their number on the pin pad and the computer accesses the student’s account. If there is money in the account, the purchase is deducted. If the student is eligible for a free meal, the computer acts as if the student has meal credits in the account. If there is no money in the account, and the student is a paying student, the computer will ask for the price of the meal. HOW CAN YOU ASSIST US? By sending your check in advance of school opening so we can get it deposited in your child’s account. Please send one check per school per student. Send checks to the Food Service Office or to the School your child attends with the child’s name and student ID number made payable to : FCCPS Food Service or by creating an account online at www.myschoolbucks.com and pay by credit card. The following credit cards are accepted, Visa, MasterCard, American Express and Discover Card. 



Parents can view their child’s account balance and pay for multiple children at different schools by creating an online account atwww.myschoolbucks.com. All balances from the prior school year will transfer over. To view your student’s account you do not need to use a credit card. If meals are purchased online there is a small fee to use this service. Please remember, any funds sent to the Food Service Department must include student’s name and student ID to ensure funds are applied to the correct student. The Food Services Department will be offering two lunch entrees with a choice of fresh vegetables and fresh fruit each school day. Also available will be pre-packaged cold sandwiches. Applications for free or reduced-price lunches are posted on the www.fccps.org website. You can also download the applications here: Free and Reduced Price Meals Application -- English Free and Reduced Price Meals Application -- Spanish Please return your free/reduced-price lunch application or send payment directly to food services to FCCPS c/o GMHS before September 6, 2016. We look forward to serving your students a nutritious lunch this school year. If you have additional questions, please call the food service office at 703-248-5534 or attend one of the PTSA meetings for a Q& A session at the beginning of the school year to meet the FCCPS Food Service Director Richard Kane.
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Important Information Regarding Returning Student Enrollment Returning student enrollment instructions were emailed to you in July. It is extremely important to have completed the registration to ensure the required Student Health Information (Form D Regulation 9.60.1) is received. If a computer is needed to complete this registration, please contact Ms. Bird in the Counseling office at [email protected] / 703-248-5526.



Proof of Residency is required yearly and must be provided to Ms. Bird before your student’s registration will be approved and entered into PowerSchool. More details are provided in the online registration.



Special Information Items · Fall Sports practices are underway. Any student in grades 9-12 who has not joined a team but would like to do so is urged to email our Assistant Athletic Director, Ms. Julie Bravin, at [email protected]. · The New Student Orientation and New Parent Coffee will be held on Thursday, September 1, from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. The orientation is for 9th – 12th graders and their parents who are new to our district. The Mustang Ambassadors sponsor the new student orientation and the PTSA sponsors the parent coffee. The student orientation is a way for new students to meet other students and to hear about the many activities and programs available at GMHS. It will be held in the Mustang Café. The parent coffee will be



held in the auditorium and will have a similar program.



9:00 p.m. in the Mustang Café for seniors and their parents



· Freshman Orientation will be held on Friday, September 2, from 10:00 a.m. until 11:30 in the Mustang Cafe. This informative program will introduce all 9th graders to their teachers, administrators, counselors, activities leaders and Mustang Ambassadors.



· Yearbook pictures for grades 9-11 will be taken on Thursday, September 15 and Friday, September 16. Makeup pictures are scheduled for Thursday, October 27.



· Back-to-School Night will be on Wednesday, September 7, from 7:00 p.m. to 8:40 p.m. (For parents of ALL grades.) · GMHS Tailgate Party will be held on Friday, September 9, at 5:30 p.m. with kickoff against Sidwell Friends at 7:30 p.m. For more details click here: Tailgate Party ·Senior Information Night will be held on Monday, September 19, from 7:00 p.m.-



· Round Robin---Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Parent Night will be held on Thursday, September 29, from 7:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. in the Mustang Café and 11 classrooms. The classrooms will be announced at the beginning of the meeting. (This is for parents of 9th, 10th and 11th graders. Senior Make-up Pictures will be taken Tuesday, November 1 and Wednesday, November 2 from 9:00 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. in the Auditorium.
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Notes from the Counseling Office Students’ schedules may be seen in Powerschool but please note they are subject to change. All students will go directly to their Block 1 class on the first day of school (September 6th). Be sure you know your teacher’s name and classroom number. If you are unable to access PowerSchool, please report to the main office. Students’ schedules will be distributed during Block 1 on the first day of school and students will follow the schedule assigned to them. If there are errors in a schedule, the student should schedule an appointment in the Counseling Office as quickly as possible. After errors are corrected, the counselors will consider other requests for scheduling changes. Changes that involve adding a new class must be completed by the 10th day of school! Students may not begin a new class after 10 school days have passed. Adding or dropping a class after school begins requires a special form signed by the student’s parent/guardian, the current teacher, the new teacher, and the student's Case Manager/DP Coordinator/Athletic Director if applicable. These forms are available in the Counseling Office.



Notes from the Math Department Calculators are an integral part of the modern high school Mathematics classroom. For student success in GM’s math classes, all students are required to have a calculator with them in their math class every day. If your student is enrolled in: A. Calculus AB/BC, a TI-89 is required for the first day of class. B. Any other math class, a graphing calculator is required (TI-83, TI-84, or TI-84 CE is highly recommended). The Mathematics Department has a limited supply of old TI-83 graphing calculators that students may borrow for the entire year. Students are required to provide their own batteries or power cord Students who did not return graphing calculators lent to them from past school years will not be eligible to borrow another calculator until the fine is paid or the calculator is returned in working order. Used calculators are sometimes procured from sources such as eBay or craigslist. Please be certain that these calculators are in complete working order before purchase. If you purchase a new calculator, please look for the redeemable points on the package and bring them to your teacher.



These points help the school repair old calculators and purchase new calculators at a discount. Your help in collecting points is appreciated!
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Notes from the Clinic Greetings from the George Mason Health Room! We hope everyone has been enjoying a safe and healthy summer break! Kelly Miceli, School Health Aide Aimee Simons, RN School Public Health Nurse The GM Health Room will be open on September 1rd and September 2th from 9:00 am to 12:00 noon for parents to drop off any medications. Each medication requires a signed Authorization Form, and these can be downloaded from the FCCPS website (www.fccps.org/forms). Please note:   



There are specific forms for inhalers and Epi-pens. Medications can be given 30 minutes prior or after the time stated on the prescription or Authorization Form. When indicating the time to be given, please remember to include timing on early school closings. Students who self-carry their Epi-pens or inhalers must have signed Authorization Forms on file in the GMHS Health Room.



If you have any questions regarding medications or want to discuss a health condition that will affect your student’s school day, please contact: Aimee Simons, RN BSN School Public Health Nurse Fairfax County Health Department [email protected] 571-386-8771 Vision and Hearing Screenings for ALL students in Grade 10 and all new students in Grades 9 – 12 will be held on September 29th and September 30th. Parent volunteers are very welcome!



PARKING PASSES--$250 Students can pick up a parking pass forms from the Finance Office beginning Tuesday, September 6. All parking pass forms must be filled out and signed by the student and the parent/guardian and returned to the finance office with either a check made payable to GMHS or cash. All fines/fees must be cleared before a parking pass is issued. Strict enforcement of parking regulations will begin Monday, September 19. Please note that students run the risk of being towed if they do not display the current 2016-2017 parking pass on their vehicles. Students are reminded that they must park only in the designated student parking lots. There are 2 designated lots for students—the first lot is directly across from the Virginia Tech Grad Center and the second lot faces Haycock Road. Students are not allowed to park in the Faculty parking lots.
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2016-2017 Yearbook Ordering Information This year’s 2016-2017 yearbook for George Mason High School will be ordered directly through our publishing partner, Jostens. Parents are highly encouraged to order early and online by going to www.jostensyearbooks.com. To go directly to the George Mason HS ordering site, click here. Order the yearbook early and save $25 off the end of year price of $100. Ordering the yearbook by September with personalization also gets your student four free icons! Parents may also call 1-877-767-5217 to place their order or send in mail orders directly, with check made out to Jostens. For any questions, please contact: Jason Baranowski | Jostens Yearbooks| 703-463-6061 | www.jostens.com www.yearbookelevation.com @ybkelevation



Additional Yearbook News from Yearbook Adviser, Tracey VanderNaald Attention Senior Parents!! Now is the time to start thinking about your senior recognition ad. Senior recognition ads are a special way to honor your graduate. They generally include a series of photos accompanied by a special message to your grad. The yearbook staff will be available to help you design your ad or answer any questions you may have. Ad information and payment forms will be e-mailed in September. If you have any questions or would like to set up a time to meet with our design staff please email us at [email protected] and a member of our staff will contact you. This year we are utilizing SmugMug, a photo sharing site for yearbook fundraising. We will be uploading photos taken by the yearbook staff at various school, club, and athletic events. It is easy to access the photos and you have many options for purchase. We will also be photographing graduation again this year and will make the photos available via SmugMug. Only individuals with links to the photos can access them and the yearbook staff will send occasional emails with links to the various GMHS photo albums. Also, please consider downloading the ReplayIt app on your phone, it is a free app. Once you download it, find George Mason in the drop down list. Once you've chosen GM you can begin uploading photos that are already on your device, or upload them as you take them. We have an amazing and dedicated yearbook staff, but they can't be everywhere at once, so please consider ReplayIt and sharing those photos so that everyone can contribute amazing moments and photos to the 2016-2017 Mustang Yearbook.
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IMPORTANT Attendance Policy Regarding Excessive Absences for Any Reason “In courses for which high school credit is earned, a student who is absent for any reason twelve times from a class that meets daily or six times from a blocked class during a quarter will receive a grade of “F” for the quarter. Long term illnesses supported by a medical doctor’s written requirement of medical confinement will be considered for an exception to be decided by the principal after consultation with the class teacher and guidance counselor. Students who are being provided homebound instruction are considered present for attendance purposes.” Reference School Board Policy 9.22



School Accident Insurance 2016-2017 Markel offers student accident insurance. Enroll on-line at: http://markel.sevencorners.com/



Graduation Wednesday, June 21, 2017 5:00 p.m. DAR/Constitution Hall Washington, DC
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The GMHS PTSA All Night Graduation Celebration Committee (ANGC) needs a parent volunteer to chair the committee. The ANGC Committee is comprised of about 20 GMHS parents from all grade levels who work throughout the year to raise money and organize this important alcohol and drug-free event that has kept our seniors and the entire FCCPS community safe for 25-plus years. Traditionally, a junior parent chairs the ANGC Committee, so that on the actual night of ANGC, senior parents can focus on their student's graduation. While a large number of the ANGC 2016 committee will continue on to the ANGC 2017 committee, we are still without a chair to lead the group. Please consider volunteering to chair ANGC so we can continue this valuable tradition on behalf of the senior class. Thank you!



All Night Graduation Celebration The 2016 All Night Graduation Celebration on June 22 was a huge success. Planning for the Class of 2017 Celebration will begin soon. If you are interested in helping, please contact the ANGC 2017 Committee at [email protected]



PLEASE MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Wednesday, September 7– Back to School Night Friday, October 14 – Parent/Teacher Mini Conferences Friday, March 17– Parent/Teacher Mini Conferences 7:45 a.m. – 9:30 a.m.
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GMHS Athletic Boosters Association August 2016 Dear George Mason Families, Please join the GMHS Athletic Boosters Association today! The Association actively supports all athletic programs at George Mason, in an effort to continue and enhance the extraordinary overall success that Mason Athletics has enjoyed for many years. Our work helps students, parents, coaches, and the community to maximize their enjoyment of Mason Athletics. The future looks bright, with the recent installation of a new track and turf field, but your direct help is also needed. Through the sale of memberships, fund raising, and volunteer activities, the Boosters are able to:            



Recognize teams and individual athletes with a reception and awards evening each season Provide concessions at athletic events Grant funds to the GMHS Athletic Department toward major equipment purchases (e.g., new lacrosse safety nets and baseball batting practice cage, a motorized cart for Mason's trainer, lights for baseball and softball ) Sell vouchers for admission to athletic events at a significant discount Support seven scholarships for graduating seniors each year Provide coaches with distinctive new Mason apparel each year Supply affordable Mason logo spirit wear for purchase by the community Publish an annual Student Directory for GMHS Sponsor an annual College Commitment Ceremony for recruited Mason athletes Recognize past achievements through the Mason Hall of Fame Provide planning input and policy advice to the school system, School Board, and City Council Encourage community involvement with GMHS Athletics



The Boosters Association is comprised entirely of volunteers who contribute countless hours to Mason Athletics. However, we can only continue to do so with the involvement of new members each year, as students graduate. Please consider taking an active role in the Association as a future officer, committee chair, or participant in our various fund raising and other activities. If your children participate in Mason Athletics, or if you just wish to support the program, please become a member to help us improve the athletic experience for all at Mason. Your tax-deductible membership dues and other contributions are the largest source of funds for our work. In addition, the Boosters manage the Bill Rose Fund. This bequest from the late Bill Rose supplies financial support to economically disadvantaged student-athletes at GMHS. This includes, but is not limited to, payment for personal equipment, sports clinics, and the annual GMHS athletic fees. Finally, the Boosters own and annually fund the Mason Athletics website: www.masonathletics.org. Again, please join today and receive your free Student Directory, and then become involved with current projects. Thank you to all renewing members for your continued support. The Association is a 501(c)(3) organization and is formally recognized by FCCPS as a school-affiliated organization. Please either mail the form on the next page, or go to the GMHS website and click on “Activities” and then “Athletics” to get to the website above, or go there directly. Once there, click on “Fan Shop” to become a member, purchase game vouchers or spirit wear, buy additional directories, or make a contribution. Hope to see you at many Mason athletic events during the 2016-2017 school year. Go Mustangs! Sincerely, Tom Johnson, President, GMHS Athletic Boosters Association
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GMHS Student Directory when you join the GMHS Athletic Boosters Association



Join GMHS ABA at www.masonathletics.org or send this form and a check to: GMHS ABA Membership Becki Creed 837 Villa Ridge Road Falls Church, VA 22046 [email protected] $30 Annual Membership Fee entitles members to a FREE directory OR car magnet and the ability to purchase discounted Home Game Vouchers Name:



___________________________________________________________



Address:



___________________________________________________________



City/St/Zip:



___________________________________________________________



Email:



___________________________________________________________ Purchase books of 10 or 25 Home Game Vouchers for substantial savings over $5 gate fees. Each voucher admits one Mustangs fan to one game.



Membership Fee FREE Directory



$_____30_____ ($10 for faculty/coach) or FREE Car Magnet



Extra or Non-Member Directory _____ @ $8 each $____________ Book of 10 game vouchers



_____ @ $40/book $____________ ($4 per game)



Book of 25 game vouchers



_____ @ $95/book $____________ ($3.80 per game)



Donation to GMHS ABA



$____________



TOTAL (check payable to GMHS ABA)



$____________



Non-members may purchase directories online or by mailing a check with this form. Directories are $8 each.
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Important Information from the GM PTSA We cordially invite you to help shape the next chapter of the George Mason High School community……. PLEASE JOIN THE PARENT TEACHER STUDENT ASSOCIATION (PTSA) PTSA Membership and Donation Form PTSA Volunteer Form



or print: (click here) or print: (click here)



Visit our site http://www.georgemasonhighptsa.org/ The PTSA Hosts 2016 Parent Orientation / Coffee Parents/Guardians of High School Students NEW to the FCCPS System Thursday, September 1, 2016 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m. Auditorium



Your PTSA is at work and NOW Accepting Applications for Teacher Grants** The George Mason High School PTSA invites GMHS teachers and counselors to submit grant proposals for materials and/or projects that will enrich education at George Mason High that are not budgeted by FCCPS. Past grants have been used to purchase books, games, software, art and science materials and have funded activities such as field trips, guest speakers, and conferences in every academic discipline Questions?? Contact Laurie Clark, PTSA Teacher Grants Committee Chair at: [email protected]. **Note: The PTSA is actively seeking a Chair for the Student Grants Committee .



Its graduation party planning time for the Class of 2017 but the All Night Grad Committee STILL doesn’t have a Chair! On graduation night, the Seniors of George Mason High School celebrate in a safe fun filled alcohol free and drug free environment hosted by the PTSA. It took a great team and a great leader to create this unforgettable event for our kids! Well… we STILL have a great team but now need ANOTHER great Leader!! Won’t you Help! Questions?? Contact the ANGC 2017 Committee: [email protected] Harris Teeter VIC Card means... Rewards for the George Mason High School Community!! The new Harris Teeter is now open in Falls Church City and the GMHS PTSA is participating in their “Together in Education” program. How does it work…. link your VIC card to GMHS and the school receives donations from Harris Teeter every time you shop. Our number is: 5693 and here is the link: http://www.harristeeter.com/community/together_in_education/link_to_your_school.aspx Reminders: Tailgate Party, Friday, September 9, 2016 @ 5:30 p.m. GMHS Campus Mock SAT Exam, Saturday, November 19, 2016 @ 8:30 a.m. GMHS Mustang Café
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