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“[Global Warming Gridlock] covers a vast and in depth landscape of diplomatic history and is written in a compelling and engaging style. […] His analysis takes to task, the existing diplomatic process, which he argues has not been designed with the needs of emerging countries in mind.” -Jairam Ramesh, Minister of State (Independent Charge), Ministry of Environment and Forests, Government of India In the two decades since formal UN talks on climate change began, one thing is clear: current policies are not working. The 2009 Copenhagen conference, which ended in gridlock, revealed the many challenges that politicians face. It was steeped in bold proclamations that global warming should be stopped at two degrees and that huge sums of money should be transferred to help developing countries control their emissions and adapt to climate change. Yet most of the pledges made in Copenhagen are unlikely to be met. The 2010 conference in Cancun did little to fix these problems, and despite an endless stream of new diplomatic events on the calendar, expectations for serious progress have never been lower. Meanwhile, as international talks have ground to a halt, world emissions keep rising. Between 1990 and 2008, U.S. annual emissions rose 1 billion metric tons; for China, 3.6 billion tons. In Global Warming Gridlock (on sale May 24th), David G. Victor provides an incisive analysis on why current policies on global warming are not working—and offers a clear roadmap for better results. Arguing that the current focus on solely reducing emissions is misguided and unrealistic, Victor asserts that a better approach would be to create “bottom-up” policies at the national level that transform the way energy is used. Rather than aiming for progress at an untenable pace—which often does not take into account what governments either can or are willing to do—he demonstrates that progress on climate change can be achieved through three key steps: creating “climate clubs” that target incremental change; making incentives for technological innovation; and last but not least, adapting to the currently warming environment. An expert on international cooperation, environmental regulation, and energy markets, Victor points to alternative examples of successful international cooperation in Global Warming Gridlock. Using the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade and the World Trade Organization as key examples, he deftly shows that such agreements were largely successful because they were at first made through “clubs” that focused on effecting small, practical change. Ultimately, the more demanding and complex the change in policy, the more vital it is that smaller groups are created in order to negotiate complicated and contingent deals. Such an approach is not going to be easy, fast, or cheap. “The central argument of this book is that a better strategy for global warming begins by slowing down and refocusing on fundamentals,” says Victor. “Better diplomacy requires models for international cooperation that are well suited to the problem at hand.” Lucidly-written and cogently-argued, Global Warming Gridlock not only captures the current state of the politics of climate change, but proposes a roadmap for the way forward. ### [please turn over]



ABOUT THE AUTHOR David G. Victor is a professor at the School of International Relations and Pacific Studies at the University of California, San Diego, where he also leads the Laboratory on International Law and Regulation. His research has covered a wide array of topics related to international environmental regulation, energy markets, and international law. He is author or editor of eight books, including Natural Gas and Geopolitics (Cambridge, 2006), The Collapse of the Kyoto Protocol and the Struggle to Slow Global Warming (second edition, 2004), and Technological Innovation and Economic Performance (2002).



DAVID G. VICTOR IS AVAILABLE FOR INTERVIEWS. To arrange for additional review copies of GLOBAL WARMING GRIDLOCK or to schedule an interview with the author, please contact: Frances Bajet, Publicist | (212) 337-5057 | [email protected] GLOBAL WARMING GRIDLOCK Creating More Effective Strategies for Protecting the Planet By David G. Victor will be published by Cambridge University Press on May 24th, 2011 $40.00 | Hardback | 392 pp | ISBN: 978-0-521-86501-2
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