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Google Book Search and the US Agreement with Authors and Publishers Authors, publishers, and Google have reached a groundbreaking settlement that will dramatically increase access to millions of books in the US and create a new market for authors and publishers to sell their works. About Google Book Search Google Book Search was launched in 2004 to make the world’s books easier to find. By visiting http://books.google.com, readers can search across millions of books that have been digitized through our Partner Program and Library Project. When readers search Google or Google Book Search, we are able to provide a list of relevant books that might match their search. We then may display varying portions of those books based on their copyright status or what the copyright holder has allowed.  Over twenty thousand publishers and authors around the world promote their books through the Partner Program by giving Google copies of their books to digitize and preview online. For books in our Partner Program, we display a limited number of pages from books to users. If a book is of interest, users can click through to the publisher’s website, or a retailer’s, and buy it. We also direct readers to libraries near them where the book can be found.



Partner book preview



In the Library Project, libraries all over the world provide us with books from their collections to digitize. Users can read and download the entirety of out-of-copyright books. For in-copyright books, readers can view bibliographic information about the book and, generally, a few snippets of text showing their search term in context. We also direct readers to libraries near them where the book can be found or places, like used book stores, where the book might be bought.



Out-of-copyright book



In-copyright book



Metadata only



The Agreement between Google, Authors, and Publishers   The agreement announced in October 2008 between Google and a broad class of copyright holders will open access to millions of books in the US and create a new market for authors and publishers to sell their works. It resolves US lawsuits brought by the Authors Guild and certain authors, and by five large publishers as representatives of the AAP’s membership. The agreement accomplishes more together than we could have done individually, to the enduring benefit of authors, publishers, and readers alike. Unlocking Access to Millions of Books   If approved, the agreement will dramatically expand access to books in the US, particularly with respect to in-copyright, out-of-print books. The vast majority of the world’s books fall into this last category of works - in-copyright books and books of unknown copyright status. For many of these books, the rightsholder is very hard, if not impossible, to identify. As a result, millions of books, representing hundreds of years of study and experience, remain difficult to access.   Google will offer the following new options for accessing books: • Preview: Readers can preview up to 20% of the pages of most out-of-print books for free. Like browsing in a store, readers will be able to flip through a few pages to help them decide if the book is right for them to buy. • Consumer Purchase: Readers can buy complete online access to a book. This means a person in the US can read an entire book from any Internet-connected computer if they purchase access to the book.  • Institutional Subscription: Academic, government and other organizations can purchase subscriptions that will give their members online access to the complete text of millions of titles. For in-copyright books that are out-of-print, these new access models will be “turned on” by default, unless a book’s rightsholder chooses to disable them. That means that once this agreement is approved, readers will be able to search, preview, and purchase complete access to millions of books that today are very difficult to find or buy. For in-copyright books that are still being published, readers will be able to search for and find these books, but they won’t be able to view any portion of the book by default. Rightsholders can choose to enable the new access models through their participation in the agreement or through the Book Search Partner Program. It’s important to note that books in the Partner Program will remain available for previews as they already are today, and partners will be able to activate the consumer purchase and institutional subscription capabilities as well.  Readers will also remain able to view and download the entirety of out-of-copyright books. Creating a New Market for Authors and Publishers Along with expanding access to books, this agreement creates new revenue opportunities for authors and publishers. Rightholders will receive the majority of the revenue when readers purchase access to their books. • For out-of-print books that in most cases do not have a commercial market, this opens new revenue opportunities that didn’t exist before. Under this agreement, these books can once again become accessible to the public, and rightholders will earn money from access to them. • For books that are in-print, the agreement further expands the electronic market for selling books in the US at no cost to them and, with little effort, rightsholders will be able to take advantage of the new reader access models.   At any time, rightsholders can decide to turn on or off the new access models for their books.    Providing Benefits for Libraries and Universities Libraries at the Universities of California, Michigan, Wisconsin, and Stanford have provided input into the settlement and expect to participate in the project, including by making their collections available.  Along with a number of other US libraries that currently work with Google, their significant efforts to preserve, maintain and provide access to books have played a critical role in achieving this agreement and, through their anticipated participation, they are furthering such efforts while making books even more accessible to students, researchers and readers in the US. It is expected that additional libraries in the US will participate in this project in the future.



Establishing a Book Rights Registry  Google will fund the formation of an independent, not-for-profit, Book Rights Registry run by authors and publishers, and responsible for locating rightsholders as well as collecting and distributing money earned as part of this settlement. What’s more, the Registry can facilitate the development of other similar initiatives and enhance rightsholders’ ability to efficiently license their works. We believe this agreement will help reduce the number of “orphaned” books because rightsholders will have a concrete economic incentive to come forward, claim their works, and then earn money. It provides a way for rightsholders to receive compensation if someone would like to make use of their work - for example, a screenwriter wanting to make a film from an out-of-print book. The Registry will maintain an accurate database of rightsholder information, making rightsholders easier to identify and contact, and, to the extent authorized by rightsholders, the Registry will be able to represent their interests in licensing other third-party services. International Impact Copyright holders - located in the US and internationally - may have their books included in this agreement. As part of a worldwide notice program, the settlement administrator will be reaching out to authors and publishers around the world to tell them about their rights under the settlement, which include the right not to have the settlement apply to them and the ability to register with the Book Rights Registry to control and profit from online access to their books. However, because this agreement is the result of a US lawsuit, it only affects the Book Search experience for users accessing the site in the US. Outside the United States, the users’ experience with Google Book Search will be unchanged, unless the offering of such products and services is authorized by the rightsholder of a book.  For More Information For those who own or think they may own a US copyright interest, there is more information about the agreement at the claims settlement site: http://books.google.com/booksrightsholders More general information for users and the press can be found here: http://books.google.com/agreement



© Copyright 2008. Google is a trademark of Google Inc. All other company and product names may be trademarks of the respective companies with which they are associated.
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