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REPUBLIC OF KENYA



SAMBURU COUNTY GOVERNMENT OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR iamburu County Headquarters )O Box 3- 20500, Maralal



H.E THE GOVERNORS OFFICIAL SPEECH DURING THE TAUNCH OF AMREF'S ARP PROJECT



- 14TH MARCH 2014.



Ladies and Gentlemen:



l'm honored to join you today to !aunch the Alternative Rite of Passage Project lmplemented by AM REF.



Ihe Goal of this Project is - Abandonment



FGC



in Samburu County,



and the purpose as the name suggests is to work for alternative ways to



-.scape



the cut while maintaining the cultura! aspects of the rite of



passage.



Female Genital Cut is still rampant in Samburu County given that



it is



entrenched in our cultural believes and practices and so the rate is at cver 90%. This is quite high compared to the National prevalence rates.



to our girls cannot be underscored as it does not cnly affects their health but also impedes on their progress and I-he impact



of



FGC



performance in education. Early Marriages and pregnancies which are ;till on the higher side in this county are also attributable to FGM. This in the overall therefore affects the socio-economic development of our population and communities.



It is against this background and consideration of the above facts that the Goal of this Project happens to be in line with our county plans for



the.development



of the girl child and social development of the



population. My government has invested and will continue to invest heavily in girl child education through bursaries, scholarships and infrastructura! Cevelopment of our institutions to ensure that they have full access to



education and thus empower them and enable them overcome such negative cultural practices. Creation of awareness and advocacy is also part of our plans to eradicate FGC and the Gender and socia! services sector is pursuing and supporting such initiatives. Government we therefore welcome and are committed to support and together pursue and implement efforts geared towards eradication cf FGC and ultimately empower the girl child. As a



I



wish to reiterate that let this occasion mark the renewed spirit and the



;tart of the concerted efforts to bring to an end to the practice of FGM. Finally I again reiterate the county government's commitment to cartnership with AMREF and other development organizations in cringing about socio economic development in Samburu County. wish to thank the organizers of this auspicious event for a remarkable ruork done (AMREF Samburu, Department of Culture, Social Services



rnd Gender Health Department, Education Department, Committee at -oosuk residents to mentioned but a few).



will sincerely not forget the Government of Netherlands through \MREF Kenya for funding this project.l also wish to thank the Samburu



lommunity for embracing this project and pledge the support of 3ounty Government in ensuring that this project succeeds.



therefore wish you best and success in this project and I therefore leclare the project officially launched.
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