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6th Grade 2018-2019 Course descriptions AVID 6th (Year long; Application required) : In AVID, students will learn and apply skills necessary to succeed academically. AVID’s curriculum focuses on technology, writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization (including note taking and time management) and reading strategies. Students need to be in at least one honors course, maintain at least a 2.5 GPA, and have the desire to attend college. By being a part of the AVID Family, students will learn more about their future and themselves in order to confidently make decisions about what lies ahead of them. The application can be found on the MRMS website. After applications are reviewed, students will be interviewed. Students will be notified of their acceptance and will be scheduled for this course. Band (Year long): Beginning band begins in 6th grade with a 6-7 week theory course. Students who pass the theory portion are then mouth-piece tested for every instrument. Each student learns technique, tone production, rhythms, teamwork, precision, creativity, and pride as he/she learns to perform on his/her instrument. Beginning band is not offered in 7th and 8th grade. Instruments are not provided by the school. After school rehearsals and concerts are a required part of the class. Orchestra (Year long): In this class, students learn to play a bowed string instrument (violin, viola, cello, or bass). Students will learn a wide variety of music, sight reading, musical terms and symbols, performance etiquette, and proper playing position. The orchestra performs different styles of music at concerts and competitions. Instruments are not provided by the school. After school rehearsals and concerts are a required part of the class. Chorus (Quarterly):  Through classroom activities and performance, students will develop their knowledge of the elements of music, basic music reading skills, sight singing, and proper vocal technique. Students will sing a wide variety of quality choral music and will participate in daytime and evening performances throughout the year. After school rehearsals and concerts are a required part of the class.



Physical Education/Health (Semester) : PE curriculum blends physical activity and sports including cooperative games, dance and fitness activities. Individual, dual and team sports will be utilized to improve basic skills and fitness level. ALL students will be scheduled for PE/Health. Art (Quarterly) : This course will involve a hands on exploration of mixed media styles and techniques in drawing, painting, clay, and more. This course will include a heavy emphasis on the Elements and Principles of Art and a focus on the art history behind the styles and techniques learned. Communications (Quarterly): The focus of this class is to help students become prepared to be successful scholars. The focus of this course will be organization, note taking, inquiry/literacy skills, goal setting, effective use of technology and team building. Exploratory Spanish (Quarterly): Exploratory Spanish is a 9 week-long course for 6th graders only. This short “taste” of learning Spanish as a second language will help students see if they like learning a second language, enjoy learning about other cultures or even if they have a real gift for language. Spanish is a performance-based class that combines the learning both language and cultures. Students read, listen, write and speak Spanish. The course centers around accomplishing real-world communicative tasks within culturally appropriate situations. Exploratory Spanish students are evaluated a the Novice-Low proficiency level. By the end of the course, students are expected to advance to Novice-Mid proficiency. Graphic Art (Semester): Students will create digital work using various design programs (iPad apps). Students will explore the elements of art and the principles of design, create symbols to convey meaning, compare and contrast works of art, use vocabulary, and make connections between visual arts and other disciplines.
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