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English Language Arts Grade 6 Course Overview Mr. Richard Starsiak, room 201 Email: [email protected] Phone: 508-869-2333 ext 2201



Course Objectives Reading ★Understand the power of words and images to transform lives and provide insight into the experiences of others and understanding of cultures and historical periods. ★Read and comprehend a range of increasingly complex texts and media written for various audiences and purposes. ★Generate open ended questions and seek answers through critical analysis of text, media, interviews, and/or observations. ★Expand their vocabulary and knowledge of English conventions in order to learn and convey precise understandings of concepts. ★Develop the habit of reading for enjoyment. The two main ways that the reading standards will be assessed is through Free Reading and Weekly Reading. There will also be in class assessments (quizzes and tests) to gauge students’ ability with the reading standards. Language ★Understand the power of words and images to transform lives and provide insight into the experiences of others and understanding of cultures and historical periods. ★Expand their vocabulary and knowledge of English conventions in order to learn and convey precise understandings of concepts. Language standards will be assessed through in class assessments (quizzes and tests) and through conventions in student writing. Speaking and Listening ★Generate open ended questions and seek answers through critical analysis of text, media, interviews, and/or observations. ★Communicate ideas effectively in discourse and oral presentations to suit various audiences and purposes. Assessments for speaking and listening will be done through in class discussion and in class presentations. Writing ★Communicate ideas effectively in writing to suit a particular audience and purpose. ★Expand their vocabulary and knowledge of English conventions in order to learn and convey precise understandings of concepts. This year students will need to demonstrate command of seven types of writing: narrative, opinion, compare and contrast, process analysis, informational, responding to literature, and research. Some of these pieces will be assessed after going through the revision process, while others will be assessed through in class testing.



Grading 25% Free reading 15% Weekly Reading 10% Class discussion 50% Tests and Writing Pieces Free Reading



If students read, they will be successful, so it is imperative that students be reading continually. The majority of homework in ELA will be independent reading at home each night. Free reading will also be done in class, so students will be responsible for bringing their book with them wherever they go. Assessment will be done at the end of every week to gauge what the student has read. Various in-class assessments will be given at the end of the allotted time for each book. Generally the expectation is that students read about two book per quarter minimum. Please check the homework calendar for free reading due dates.



Weekly Reading At the beginning of each week students will receive short texts reinforcing concepts covered throughout the year. These readings will be accompanied by a short question sheet. The question sheet and an annotated weekly reading article will be due each Wednesday. Students will be given an open notes quiz in class on the weekly reading. Weekly Reading (due Wednesday) Free Reading (book checks at the end of every week/ dates for book completion will be posted on the homework calendar)



Materials



You should come prepared to class daily. Prepared means arriving to class with; your free reading book, a pen and pencil, a binder for notes and loose leaf paper.



Absences



If you are absent from school, you are expected to speak with me when you return to school for make up work. Please refer to the students’ handbook regarding the school policy on assignments missed due to absence.



Class Participation and Conduct



Class participation is a vital aspect of this course. Coming to class with the right materials, reading aloud, asking questions, active listening, note taking, engaging in class discussions and group projects are all considered class participation. For this type of learning to be successful, you must have high level of respect for your classmates and your classmates’ ideas. Appropriate behavior and respect is demanded of all of you. One of the biggest goals of this course is to foster the ideas of its students. To achieve this end, all of you are expected to respect others in the class including the me. Please refer to the team discipline sheet for more about the classroom consequences. My extra help day is on Tuesdays, however, I am usually in school by around 7am, and leave sometime after 3pm so drop by with any questions you may have. In an emergency, you can always email me. Help is always available in some form. Please speak with me if you have a problem or if anything taught is unclear. Most issues or questions you may have in this class can be cleared up in a matter of minutes, so don’t be afraid to ask.
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