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Grade 6 English Language Arts, Quarter 4, Unit 2



Tell the Whole Story Overview Number of instructional days:



22



(1 day = 145 minutes; see District Time Allotment)



Note from the district: The number of days allotted to each instructional unit is an approximation. Testing, cultural activities, and unforeseen events will impact instructional time. “Read a thousand books, and your words will flow like a river.” -Lisa See Before students can tell the whole story they will read literature to learn from professional storytellers in order to become storytellers themselves. To understand central ideas and themes, students will read across different literary genres. For instance, by comparing and contrasting texts such as, “Denali Dog Sled Journal” (Realistic Fiction), and “Twelve Below/Desert Day” (Poetry) they will examine two different genres in terms of their approach to a similar theme and topic of survival in harsh conditions. Students will read different forms of literature and summarize these texts omitting personal opinions and judgments. The ultimate goal will be that students will produce a narrative piece of writing, perhaps even create their own memoir. Analyzing how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot helps students apply these concepts to their own writing. For example, if students analyze how the opening stanza of Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” structures the rhythm and meter for the poem, and how the themes introduced by the speaker develop over the course of the text, they will understand how to apply those skills to their own tales. “Today you are you! That is truer than true! There is no one alive who is you-er than you!” -Dr. Seuss. Students may choose to tell the whole story of their own experience in elementary school after hearing an example of a school-based narrative like “The Best School Year Ever”. Or, as another option, students may write imagined experiences or events. Whatever story they choose to tell, student will use effective techniques, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. In their narrative writing students will engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or character. They will organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. Students will use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. These young authors will use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. By using grade-appropriate general academic words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events students will produce work just like professional authors. To wrap it all up, students will provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events as they give their stories a satisfying ending. Sixth grade storytellers will present their work orally, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes. Like any good storyteller, they will use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation. In their presentations they will adapt speech to this context and task, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate.
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Tell the Whole Story



Grade 6 ELA Quarter 4, Unit 2



Written Curriculum Grade-level expectations for English Language Arts Any portions of the standard(s) not addressed in this unit will be marked with a strikethrough to clarify the focus of this unit’s activities.



Focus Standards Reading Standards for Literature Key Ideas and Details RL.6.2



Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.



Craft and Structure RL.6.5



Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.



Integration of Knowledge and Ideas RL.6.9



Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.



Writing Standards Text Types and Purposes W.6.3



Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. a.



Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically.



b.



Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters.



c.



Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another.



d.



Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events.



e.



Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.



Speaking and Listening Standards Presentation and Knowledge of Ideas SL.6.4



Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.
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Grade 6 ELA Quarter 4, Unit 2



Presentation and Knowledge of Ideas SL.6.6



Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 52 [of the full ELA Common Core State Standards document] for specific expectations.)



Language Standards Vocabulary and Acquisition Use L.6.6



Acquire and use accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.



Standards that support the focus Reading Standards for Literature Key Ideas and Details RL.6.1



Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RL.6.2



Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.



Reading Standards for Informational Text Key Ideas and Details RI.6.1



Cite textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.



RI.6.2



Determine a central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.



Speaking and Listening Standards Comprehension and Collaboration SL.6.1



Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 6 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly. c.



Pose and respond to specific questions with elaboration and detail by making comments that contribute to the topic, text, or issue under discussion.



Language Standards Conventions of Standard English L.6.2



Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard English capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when writing. a.



Use punctuation (commas, parentheses, dashes) to set off nonrestrictive/parenthetical elements.*



b.



Spell correctly.



Warwick Public Schools with process support from The Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas at Austin 3



Tell the Whole Story



Grade 6 ELA Quarter 4, Unit 2



Knowledge of Language L.6.3



Use knowledge of language and its conventions when writing, speaking, reading, or listening a.



Vary sentence patterns for meaning, reader/listener interest, and style.*



b.



Maintain consistency in style and tone.*



Vocabulary and Acquisition Use L.6.5



Demonstrate understanding of figurative language, word relationships, and nuances in word meanings. a.



Interpret figures of speech (e.g., personification) in context.



b.



Use the relationship between particular words (e.g., cause/effect, part/whole, item/category) to better understand each of the words.



c.



Distinguish among the connotations (associations) of words with similar denotations (definitions) (e.g., stingy, scrimping, economical, unwasteful, thrifty).



Standards that recur through many/all of the units of study: Reading Standards for Literature Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity RL.6.10



By the end of the year, read and comprehend literature, including stories, dramas, and poems, in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.



Reading Standards for Informational Text Range of Reading and Level of Text Complexity RI.6.10



By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction in the grades 6–8 text complexity band proficiently, with scaffolding as needed at the high end of the range.



Writing Standards Range of Writing W.6.10



 



Write routinely over extended time frames (time for research, reflection, and revision) and shorter time frames (a single sitting or a day or two) for a range of discipline-specific tasks, purposes, and audiences.
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Concepts and Skills Concepts to be learned and skills to be used When reading •



DETERMINE a theme or central idea of a literary text and how it is CONVEYED through particular details



•



PROVIDE a summary of a literary text distinct from personal opinions or judgments



•



ANALYZE how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza FITS into the overall structure of a literary text and CONTRIBUTES to the development of the theme, setting, or plot



•



COMPARE and CONTRAST texts in different forms or genres in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics



When writing •



DEVELOP narratives of real or imagined experiences and events



•



ENGAGE and ORIENT readers by establishing context and introducing narrator and/or characters



•



ORGANIZE an event sequence



•



DEVELOP experiences using narrative technique such as dialogue, pacing and description



•



CONVEY sequence by USING transition words, phrases and clauses to signal shifts



•



CONVEY experiences and events USING precise transition words, details, and sensory language



•



PROVIDE a conclusion



When speaking and listening •



PRESENT claims and findings



•



SEQUENCE ideas logically



•



USE pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to ACCENTUATE main ideas or themes



•



USE appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation



•



ADAPT speech to a variety of contexts and tasks



•



DEMONSTRATE command of formal English



When using language



 



•



ACQUIRE and USE accurately grade-appropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases



•



GATHER vocabulary knowledge when CONSIDERING a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression



 



Warwick Public Schools with process support from The Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas at Austin 5



Tell the Whole Story



Grade 6 ELA Quarter 4, Unit 2



Essential Questions •



How is a theme or central idea conveyed through particular details?



•



How do particular sentences, stanzas and chapters contribute to the development of the theme, setting, or plot?



•



Why should students compare different forms or genres in terms of their approach to similar themes and topics?



•



How can the use of effective techniques and descriptive details influence a written narrative?



•



Why should speech be adapted to a variety of contexts or tasks?



Clarifying the Standards   Key RL = Reading Standards for Literature, RI = Reading Standards for Informational Text, RF = Foundational Skills, W = Writing Standards, SL = Speaking & Listening Standards, L = Language Standards Note on language standards: Students study a variety of grammar and conventions skills each year. The CCSS Language 1–3 standards and the Language Progressive Skills chart on page 56 of the CCSS booklet together provide a complete list of expectations for each grade. In this table, specific grammar and conventions standards are listed in the prior/future grade level columns only if they are explicitly connected to a skill(s) in the current grade. In grade 5 (previous grade), students were able to



In grade 6 (current grade), students are able to



In grade 7 (future grade), students will be able to



RL.5.2 Determine a theme of a story, drama, or poem from details in the text, including how characters in a story or drama respond to challenges or how the speaker in a poem reflects upon a topic; summarize the text.



RL.6.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and how it is conveyed through particular details; provide a summary of the text distinct from personal opinions or judgments.



RL.7.2 Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development over the course of the text; provide an objective summary of the text.



RL.5.5 Explain how a series of chapters, scenes, or stanzas fits together to provide the overall structure of a particular story, drama, or poem.



RL.6.5 Analyze how a particular sentence, chapter, scene, or stanza fits into the overall structure of a text and contributes to the development of the theme, setting, or plot.



RL.7.5 Analyze how a drama’s or poem’s form or structure (e.g., soliloquy, sonnet) contributes to its meaning.



RL.5.9 Compare and contrast stories in the same genre (e.g., mysteries and adventure stories) on their approaches to similar themes and topics.



RL.6.9 Compare and contrast texts in different forms or genres (e.g., stories and poems; historical novels and fantasy stories) in terms of their approaches to similar themes and topics.



RL.7.9 Compare and contrast a fictional portrayal of a time, place, or character and a historical account of the same period as a means of understanding how authors of fiction use or alter history.
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W.5.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, descriptive details, and clear event sequences. a. Orient the reader by establishing a situation and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally. b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, description, and pacing, to develop experiences and events or show the responses of characters to situations. c. Use a variety of transitional words, phrases, and clauses to manage the sequence of events. d. Use concrete words and phrases and sensory details to convey experiences and events precisely. e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.



W.6.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and wellstructured event sequences. a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to convey experiences and events. e. Provide a conclusion that follows from the narrated experiences or events.



W.7.3 Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences. a. Engage and orient the reader by establishing a context and point of view and introducing a narrator and/or characters; organize an event sequence that unfolds naturally and logically. b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, and description, to develop experiences, events, and/or characters. c. Use a variety of transition words, phrases, and clauses to convey sequence and signal shifts from one time frame or setting to another. d. Use precise words and phrases, relevant descriptive details, and sensory language to capture the action and convey experiences and events. e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on the narrated experiences or events.



SL.5.4 Report on a topic or text or present an opinion, sequencing ideas logically and using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.



SL.6.4 Present claims and findings, sequencing ideas logically and using pertinent descriptions, facts, and details to accentuate main ideas or themes; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.



SL.7.4 Present claims and findings, emphasizing salient points in a focused, coherent manner with pertinent descriptions, facts, details, and examples; use appropriate eye contact, adequate volume, and clear pronunciation.



SL.5.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, using formal English when appropriate to task and situation. (See grade 5 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 28 for specific expectations.)



SL.6.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 6 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific expectations.)



SL.7.6 Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating command of formal English when indicated or appropriate. (See grade 7 Language standards 1 and 3 on page 53 for specific expectations.)



Warwick Public Schools with process support from The Charles A. Dana Center at the University of Texas at Austin 7



Tell the Whole Story



L.5.6 Acquire and use accurately gradeappropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases, including those that signal contrast, addition, and other logical relationships (e.g., however, although, nevertheless, similarly, moreover, in addition).



Grade 6 ELA Quarter 4, Unit 2



L.6.6 Acquire and use accurately gradeappropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.



L.7.6 Acquire and use accurately gradeappropriate general academic and domain-specific words and phrases; gather vocabulary knowledge when considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or expression.



 



Resources Suggested texts/sources Text types and genres Literary Texts •



Mystery



•



Realistic Fiction



•



Historical Fiction



Poetry



Suggested titles Journeys,Unit 6, Lesson 27 “Denali Dog Sled Journal” (Realistic Fiction), “Twelve Below/Desert Day” (Poetry) •



Activity: Compare and contrast the two texts in terms of their approach to the similar theme and topic of survival in harsh conditions.



Journeys Unit 6, Lesson 28 “Vanishing Act” (Mystery) and “Bee, I’m Expecting You” and “Straight Talk” (Poetry) •



Activity: Determine a theme or central idea and how it is conveyed through particular details. Summarize these works, omitting personal opinions or judgments.



Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. •



Activity: Students summarize an excerpt of Tom Sawyer in Mark Twain’s novel of the same name and determine the theme or central idea by noting how it is conveyed through characters, setting, and plot.



Platt, Richard. Castle Diary: The Journal of Tobias Burgess. Walker and Co. (March 2011) •



 



Activity: Students summarize this work and determine the theme or central idea by noting how it is conveyed through characters, setting and plot.
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Frost, Robert. “The Road Not Taken” •



Activity: Students analyze how the opening stanza of Robert Frost’s “The Road Not Taken” structures the rhythm and meter for the poem and how the themes introduced by the speaker develop over the course of the text.



Robinson, Barbara. “The Best School Year Ever” •



Activity: Read aloud in preparation for narrative writing prompt.



Other resources “The Road Not Taken” is readily available online: http://poemhunter.com/poem/the-road-not-taken/ http://www.bartleby.com/119/1.html Twain, Mark. The Adventures of Tom Sawyer. New York: Modern Library, 2001. (1876) Excerpt from Chapter 2: “The Glorious Whitewasher” Robinson, Barbara. “The Best School Year Ever” Harper Collins (2005) Writing prompt example Write a narrative memoir “My Best School Year Ever.” Include the most important thing you’ve learned in elementary school using effective technique, relevant descriptive details, and well-structured event sequences.



Vocabulary/Terminology See previous units.



Challenging concepts See previous units.



Appendices The following resources come from the Appendix A, Appendix B, and Appendix C of the Common Core State Standards, which can be accessed online at corestandards.org.



Appendix A: Research supporting key elements of the standards and glossary of key terms Narrative Writing Narrative writing conveys experience, either real or imaginary, and uses time as its deep structure. It can be used for many purposes, such as to inform, instruct, persuade, or entertain. In English language arts, students produce narratives that take the form of creative fictional stories, memoirs, anecdotes, and autobiographies. Over time, they learn to provide visual details of scenes, objects, or people; to depict specific actions (for example, movements, gestures, postures, and expressions); to use dialogue and interior monologue that provide insight into the narrator’s and characters’ personalities and motives; and to manipulate pace to highlight the significance of events and create tension and suspense. In history/social studies, students write narrative accounts about individuals. They also construct event models of what happened, selecting from their sources only the most relevant information. In science, students write narrative descriptions of the step-by-step procedures they follow in their investigations so that others can replicate their procedures and (perhaps) reach the same results. With practice, students expand their repertoire and control of different narrative strategies.
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Appendix B: Text exemplars and sample performance tasks Not applicable for this unit.



Appendix C: Samples of Student Writing Not applicable for this unit.  
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