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Grading Category: Progress Binder Placement: The Odyssey



Point Value: 15 points



Look at the parts of an analytic paragraph below. Label the parts in EACH of the body paragraphs below. • • • •



•



Paragraph thesis/claim—focuses the paragraph; tells what the paragraph will be about. Limit to ONE sentence. Context—provides information—often summary of a situation--that sets up the evidence to best advantage. Limit to TWO sentences maximum. Evidence—the detail from the text that is used to support the paragraph claim/thesis—for me, must be a direct quote—should always be cited. Limit to TWO sentences maximum Analysis--interpretative ONLY—answers the question: How does the evidence “prove” the paragraph claim/thesis o If you present information here, EITHER delete it OR figure out a way to present it as part of the context Connection back to overall paper thesis—why does the paragraph claim matter? (and, if applicable) how does this contribute to the overall paper claim?



In Homer’s The Odyssey, the loss of a son’s sense of self is the greatest casualty of a father’s absence as evidenced by the apparent strength of Mentes’ sense of self and the weakness of Telemachus’ and Antinous. A father—his name, his reputation—is integral to his son’s identity. Athena, in her guise as Mentes, communicates the importance of the patriarch in her introduction to Telemachus: “Wise old Anchialus/ was my father. My own name is Mentes, / lord of the Taphian men who love their oars” (1.



). Before she identifies her own “name” or the name of the people to whom she



claims she belongs, Athena identifies her father’s name. This sequencing of information suggests a hierarchy in which self is second to father but takes precedence over group affiliation. Additionally, the epithet “Wise old” attached to Anchialus’ name in the context of an introduction establishes that the reputation of the father has relevance to the identity of the son. Sons are known by their fathers, as much as by any acts of their own. Furthermore, Athena’s authorship reinforce the validity of these priorities. As the embodiment of cultural values, her actions must necessarily reflect those values. Her connection of father to self, then, is characteristic of the connection that Greeks at large recognize between father and son. The absence of a father, the severing of the connection between father and son, then, damages a son’s sense of himself. When Athena inquires after Telemachus’ father, Telemachus responds, “‘Mother has always told me I’m his son, it’s true, / but I am not so certain. Who, on his own, /has ever really known who gave him life?’” (1.



). While Telemachus’ claim of



uncertainty regarding his parentage may be a literal challenge to his mother’s fidelity, this is



unlikely. After all, if he lacks a blood connection to Odysseus, he loses his home, his place, his reputation. It is unlikely that he would voice literal skepticism on such a high-stakes issue to someone he regards as a stranger. It is more likely that Telemachus is partially at a loss as to who he is. In the absence of any memory of his father, Telemachus has been forced to rely on what “Mother has always told me.” And what she has told him is more likely to have been accounts of their love than accounts of Odysseus’ manhood, which he mostly conducted separate from his life with her. Telemachus’ uncertainty, then is due to the insubstantiality of stories when compared to first-hand experience. Because he doesn’t have first-hand experience of his father, he doesn’t really know his father. Because he doesn’t know his father, he can’t know who he really is. The character of Antinous, one of Penelope’s most obstreperous suitors, both serves to illustrate the negative impact of paternal absence on self and assert the uncertainties such absence implants. When Telemachus takes the suitor as a group to task for their disrespect and disregard for the rules governing hospitality, “Eupithes’ son Antinous broke their silence: / ‘Well, Telemachus, only the gods could teach you/ to sound so high and mighty! Such brave talk. /I pray that Zeus will never make you king of Ithaca, / though your father’s crown is no doubt yours by birth’” (1.



). Like Mentes, Eupithes is introduced by father first, then name. Like



Telemachus, he too lacks a father.
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defection. o C. His resourcefulness will equip him to elude pursuit. o D. His resourcefulness ensures that he will one day find his way back to his parents. Which of the following BEST supports Connor's leadership ability? o A. â€œThat's when Connor 
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[image: alt]





Grading Category: Progress Point Value: 30 points ... 

Choose ONE of the following: â€¢ Friendship. â€¢ Loyalty. â€¢ Love. â€¢ Justice. What message ... Did you adhere to the conventionsâ€”e.g., start sentences with capital letters; end with periods? ... inside the quotation marksâ€”but after the ( )?. â














[image: alt]





10 point grading scale 
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