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Paragraph Checker Online Plagiarism Checker We used this paragraph to test Grammarly’s plagiarism checker: §  Offering someone a drink is a sign of trust and friendship and it is a faux pas to turn down the proposal. You’d not want to offend a local by declining their offer of a drink and have to deal with a confrontation as your glass is hurled at the glass splashbacks of a bar! Vodka is always drunk neat and without ice, as adding anything is seen as compromising the purity of the drink. Unless of course the vodka is mixed with beer, which creates a hefty blend that Russians call ‘yorsh’. The paragraph was taken from the website blog.joytours.com, and Grammarly correctly identified the source and flagged it as 100 percent unoriginal. It also offered a suggestion for a vocabulary enhancement, saying that “blend” might be pair better with “strong” instead of “hefty.” By changing only a couple of words in the original material, we managed to get a 100 percent original rating: §  Offering someone a drink is a good sign of trust and friendship and it is a faux pas to turn down the proposal. You’d not want to offend a native by declining their offer of a drink and have to deal with an argument as your glass is hurled at the glass splashbacks of a bar! The national drink is always drunk neat and with no ice, as adding anything is seen as compromising the integrity of the drink. Unless of course the drink is mixed with lager, which creates a strong blend that Russians call ‘yorsh’. We also got two more vocabulary enhancement warnings—Grammarly told us that we repeated the word “drink” too many times, and that “strong” is an overused term we might want to replace. Both times, Grammarly gave suggestions for substitutes. Genre-Specific Writing Checker So far, we’ve checked everything using the default “general” setting Grammarly offers. To see if changing this setting makes any difference, we’ll use part of a research proposal, run it through a couple of genre-specific checks, and see what we get.
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§  Limitations of the current research will be identified, along with suggestions for how future research can build upon the findings of the current study. One limitation to the generalizability of the findings is the use of only one photograph of one infant of a particular age. Future research could utilize photographs of infants of a variety of ages to establish the robustness of the results of the present study. Finally, the results and importance of this study will be summarized. Grammarly instantly flagged the paragraph as plagiarism (it came from a PDF file downloaded from a source on the web). Under the “general” setting, Grammarly identified the words “current,” “photographs,” and “infants” as overused terms and offered synonyms to replace them. When we set the writing style as “research proposal,” “infants”  disappeared from the flagged list. Selecting “business letter” brought “infants” back. Changing the style to “end-user assistance” removed “infants” again but also brought a style tip—technical writing is almost exclusively written in the present tense, and the paragraph contains two uses of the future tense. Other document types we tried produced similar results.
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British English vs. American English Test For this test, we’ll create a series of sentences that contain distinctly British spelling and grammatical structures. §  The flock were flying. John had a nap. I will go there at the weekend. This sentence is different to the last one. I liked the flavour and colour of it. Let’s see what we learnt yesterday. Mr Peters told me so. In the first sentence, the verb “were” is used with the collective noun “flock,” as it is in British English. In the second sentence, we used “have” instead of the usual American “take.” In the third sentence, the preposition “at” was used instead of “on,” and in the fourth “to” was used instead of “from.” “Flavour” and “colour” are British spellings, and the past tense “learnt” was used instead of “learned.” In the last sentence, the title “Mr” was written without a period after it.
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Out of the eight Briticisms present in these sentences, Grammarly flagged five—the plural verb with collective nouns, the “-our” spellings of “flavor” and “color,” “learnt” instead of “learned,” and the missing period after a title. That’s five out of eight. Just for the fun of it, we ran the same text through a complete check but with Grammarly set to British English, and no flags were raised. Let’s see how Grammarly works the other way around. §  I have gotten in before. We learned advanced math in college. Do me a favor and take a bath. You broke your nose—does it hurt? We were well organized. He had a dialog. In the first sentence, the past participle “gotten” was used instead of “got.” In the second, “math” was used instead of “maths”, the preposition “in” was used instead of “at,” and “college” was used instead of “university.” “Favor” was spelled the American way in the third, and “take” was used instead of “have.” The fourth sentence contains the simple past tense instead of the present perfect, which would be correct in British English. In the last two sentences, the words “organized” and “dialog” are spelled in the American English way. Grammarly flagged only the American spellings of “favor,” “organized,” and “dialog” and failed to notice the rest of the issues. That’s three out of nine, and it brings us to a total of eight out of seventeen.
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