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P R E S I D E N T ’ S



M E S S AG E



What a lovely spring we have had. The roses were beautiful and continue to roll through their bloom cycles. What other flower brings so much beauty so much of the year? That’s why we devote so much love and energy to them and why others expend thought, knowledge, labor, and imagination in creating new varieties all the time. Our garage sale was a wonderful success thanks to all the donations, help, time and tasty food provided by Lee W and myself and others. Lee Wiegand’s lovely home was a perfect spot and we had good numbers of people without hardly a down time. We got one little break to have a brief meeting and made a decision for Ralph to improve the sprinkler system and add more mulch to help the rose garden thrive through the summer. He and Jean picked a date and had it done in no time and then we got some rain to settle things in. I can’t offer enough thanks to both of them for all that work and all their dedication. All in all there was great member participation. I want to thanks all the members who participated in the garage sale from set up to take down. You all were absolutely incredible and we had a good time being incredible! It’s picnic time and if you’ve forgotten the dish you were going to bring, just call me at 378-3835. All types of food are covered by those who were at the garage sale, so anyone not getting a chance to write down what they wanted to bring, bring anything you want!!! The weather has turned warmer and we either have to love our roses regardless of some black spot or continue our spray regimen. I have quite a few roses that are really clean and pretty and I have some others that get a bit more disease, but still bloom their hearts out. It will be interesting to garden in Colorado – apparently their nemesis is powdery mildew and spider mites. Pretty easy fixes with a hose and a sprayer full of baking soda and dish soap. I have realized I cannot take my potted roses out of Florida to Colorado, so I have done cuttings. There will be cuttings left over and I would like to suggest to all members with roses that they consider taking cuttings of their roses to have for a spring rose sale next year as well as have some for the Rose Show in April. Easy to do. Linda, Cyd, Dan and John and I’m sure other members are quite adept at cuttings and can be of help. There could even be a demonstration on cuttings for a program. Then if everyone will help in caring for the roses once they go into gallon pots, you will have a great money maker for next year. Besides, if a sale can be conducted at or near the church, you might get some locals that would become members. See you all at the picnic and we know to be ready for exceptionally yummy food. Bring some roses in to decorate the tables and let’s have a great time. Sally McDonell
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Gainesville Rose Society Elected Officers: President: Sally McDonell



The Official Newsletter of the Gainesville Rose Society



Minutes from GRS 04/12/14 Meeting



Vice-President: Linda Rengarts Secretary: Anita Campbell Treasurer: Tom Mullins



Consulting Rosarians: Consulting Rosarians are rose growers who have met ARS qualifications and are able to help you with your rose-growing problems. Our active, local Consulting Rosarians are: Lee Kline 352-214-5466 [email protected] Dan Mills (352) 591-2145 [email protected] Tom Mullins (352) 378-4231 [email protected] Ralph Stream (352) 591-4474 [email protected] John Tucker (352) 591-2145 [email protected]



Newsletter and Website Please send articles, recipes, poems or lore to Linda for the newsletter. We also need members to write articles Please visit the web site so you can see what is there. If you have suggestions please let Linda know. The site is www.gainesvillerosesociety.com American Rose Society All new members of rose societies receive a 4 month free trial. Old Business 2014 Fall District meeting The date is October 31 – November 2 The theme is rhythm and Roses We briefly discussed the convention. Slate of officers We voted in the slate of officers New Business Sprinkler System for Rose beds at Celebration Church We will install an irrigation system. We voted to budget the money for the system May – Picnic at Celebrations Church. We will decide the location for the ice cream social at the picnic. Refreshments Thank you Lee for the use of your yard and garage for the sale. We also appreciate all the goodies members brought.. Respectfully submitted, Anita Campbell, Secretary, Gainesville Rose Society.



Treasurer’s Report April 2014 Bank Statement 03/30/14 $9,683.65 Checks written: #799 Best Western $500.00 DSD Meeting Deposit (We will get this back.) Deposits made: $582.80 Proceeds from the Yard Sale on 04/12/14



GRS Website: www.gainesvillerosesociety.com Linda Rengarts, Web Master (352) 641-6225 [email protected]



Members please note: GRS had another successful Yard Sale. Many thanks to Lee Wiegand, who is very good at these sales, and the excellent turnout of our members. Some members were our best customers! Remember the members contributed the goods and worked hard to sell them, producing an important addition to our bank account. Tome Mullins, Treasurer
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Summer in the Garden In Florida roses are an evergreen shrub that grows and blooms at least 9 or 10 months a year and thus requires nearly year round care. Most roses are high maintenance plants and since the GRS Annual Rose Show will be on November 01, 2014, in the form of the DSD Show & Convention, October 30-November 02, 2014, Best Western Motel, Gainesville. This means that you will need to work with your roses this summer, in order to have the best quality blooms to enter in this Show. Recall that leaves manufacture food for growth via photosynthesis and preventing early loss of leaves means controlling thrips and other insects, mites, and fungal diseases like Blackspot. GRS has produced a number of printed handouts that cover all aspects of proper soil composition and irrigation equipment, fertilization, and proper use of pesticides for controlling fungal, insect, and other diseases. These are available at every meeting on the back table and you are welcome to take any of them. We also begin every meeting with questions for our Consulting Rosarians, and they are readily available to you. They welcome questions or comments and have available the Consulting Rosarian Manual for greater details as needed. It is not too late to have your soil tested and this can be done at the Soil Testing Lab, University of Florida for a small fee. The A&L Labs are no longer in business, but you can use Waters Ag Lab, Inc., 257 Newtown Hwy, P.O. Box 382, Camille, GA 31730, by calling 1-(229) 3367216 and requesting a Soil Test Kit and obtain prices. Finally, it is good to remember that growing prize winning roses requires some hard work over the hot and humid summer months. You need to focus attention on the date of November 01 and recall that hot days and nights of August and September will shorten the general requirement of about 60 days for most HT varieties. If October nights are cooler than normal, it will be hard to hit November 01 and some luck may help. I often remind myself that roses, like all other plants, require (1) sun light for energy, air for carbon dioxide, and soil for water and mineral ions; (2) nothing gets into the rose plant unless it is soluble in water; (3) the pigment chlorophyll and its associated chemicals transduces light energy into the chemical energy of food or sugars. Thus if you will supply sun, water, minerals, and keep leaves on the bush, the rose will do the rest. Tom Mullins, MCR.



WE’RE ON THE WEB WWW.GAINESVILLEROSESOCIETY.COM



GRS meets at 2:00 pm at Celebration United Methodist Church



May is our annual picnic. We will have it at the church at 2:00 pm. We will need members to help set up tables and to put them away before and after our time together. Many hands makes for light work. GRS will provide the chicken and all members will bring a side dish or dessert to share with everyone. This is our time to relax and enjoy ourselves!!
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