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Guidelines for Authors



1. Dpce online publishes manuscripts in Italian or in English in the form of essay or notes to judgments in the domain of comparative constitutional law, comparative public law and European law. Articles will be accepted on the sole basis of their scientific excellence, without any doctrinal or ideological prejudice.



2. Manuscripts shall be submitted by selecting "New Submission" from your user page. The submission file is in OpenOffice, Microsoft Word, or RTF document file format. The manuscript will be anonymously reviewed by at least two referees (double-blind peer review). The Editor in Chief will choose the two referees. The referees’ evaluation can be in favour or against the publication and will be anonymously sent to the Author. Manuscripts will be reviewed using the following criteria: relevance of the topic, originality, methodological accurateness, clearness and completeness of the exposition, adequacy of references. The Managing Editor communicates the decision no later than two months after the submission of the manuscript; in case of acceptance, the Managing Editor specifies the issue in which the accepted manuscript will be published. Submissions do not require any article processing charges (APCs).



3. Dpce online publishes four different types of contributions, written in Italian or English: - Essays, with a maximum length of 100,000 characters, including spaces and footnotes; - Selected cases and issues, on topics suggested by the editors, with a maximum length of 50.000 characters, including spaces and references. - Comments (notes to judgments or comments to topical themes), with a maximum length of 50.000 characters, including spaces and references; - Reports from corners of the world, with a maximum length of 25.000 characters, including spaces and footnotes. The Authors are requested to send contributions conforming with the present guidelines. A failure to conform leads to the rejection of the contribution. Essays have: a title in English and Italian; an abstract (max 100 words) and five keywords in English. The numbered section headings are indicated in the body of the text. Bibliographical references, legislation and case law are included in footnotes and shall respect the style of citation specified in section 4. The footnote sign is embedded into the body of the text, using the appropriate function of Word software, with a progressive number and without brackets. The footnote is placed at the point that best explains what the reference refers to. Inclusion of notes aimed at simply recall bibliographic references on the subject matter of the essay or of the article is not recommended. Selected cases and issues shall follow the same criteria as Essays. Comments (notes to judgments or comments to topical themes), have a title in English and Italian and three keywords in English. There is no summary and paragraphs are exclusively marked by progressive numbering.



References, legislation and case law are included in brackets in the body of the text and must respect the style of citation specified in section 4. Reports from corners of the world, in general terms, shall not contain footnotes or citations. Whenever the Author deems that a citation be essential, it shall comply with criteria set out for Comments. In order to facilitate the work of peer-reviewing, the Authors are kindly asked to avoid the inclusion in the contributions of elements that enable them to be identified (e.g. self-citations) or, if this is not possible, to highlight these elements with the appropriate function of Word software so as to facilitate their removal for the purpose of the peer review. The authors are asked to indicate an email address and a physical address (preferably institutional), intended to appear at the bottom of the first page of the manuscript.



4. References must generally be concise, complete and conform to the uses of the academic community of the country they refer to. For bibliographical references, footnotes shall include the author, in the formula N. Surname, title in italics, place of the publication and reference page of the quote. For volumes, the Author shall also include the city and the year of publication; for chapters in collective works, the Author shall indicate the name of the editor/editors followed by (ed./eds). For contributions in a journal, the Author shall indicate the place of publication, according to the styles of citation of the country where the journal is published. Some examples: G.G. Floridia, La costituzione dei moderni. Profili tecnici di storia costituzionale, Turin, 1991, 67 ff. M. Tushnet, Comparative Constitutional Law, in R. Reimann, R. Zimmermann (Eds), The Oxford Handbook of Comparative Law, Oxford, 2006, 1225. R. Sacco, Legal formants: A Dynamic Approach to Comparative Law, in 39 Am. J. Comp. L. 1, 19 (1991). G. Bognetti, I diritti fondamentali tra giudiziario e legislativo nell’ordinamento degli Stati Uniti, in Giur. cost., 1981, 1077. For more details and examples on references please visit the website www.dpce.it. Manuscripts that do not comply with the editing guidelines will not be accepted.



5. Manuscripts accepted for publication cannot be published elsewhere, not even partially, without the written permission of and according to the modalities agreed with the Editorial Board.
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