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HEATH, Voltelin Percy Voltelin Percy Heath was born in Clayton, Staffordshire on 10th January 1889. He was the son of Sir James Heath and Euphemia Celina Van-der-Byl. He was baptised as Percy Voltelin on 25th March in Trentham church. James Heath served in the Staffordshire Yeomanry, being promoted Captain in 1876, and honorary Major in 1890. He was Lieutenant-Colonel commanding from 1898 to 1902. In 1904 he was made a baronet, of Ashorne Hill. For more about the Heath family, see the document on the Heath Family. Voltelin was educated at Wixenford School, Wokingham, until 1901; he is listed in the 1901 census as a boarder at Wixenford School. He attended Eton from 1902 to 1907, and then Magdalen College Oxford from October 1907 to June 1911. In the 1911 census he was living in Kensington with a cook and 2 other servants; he was listed as an undergraduate at Oxford University; his parents were living at Ashorne Hill. It was reported that he gained a 2nd in History Schools at Oxford and was a leader of all social and political movements of the time. He was master of the Oxford Drag for two years and captain of the Polo team. In 1914 he played for his regiment in the Inter-regimental Polo Tournament.



Voltelin and the Oxford Drag in 1911 He was gazetted in Windsor as a Second Lieutenant to the Royal Horse Guards on 21st October 1911 and promoted Lieutenant 13th April 1912. He left for France with the Expeditionary force in August 1914 and was wounded in the thigh and head in action at Nery, near Compiegne on 1st September during the retreat from Mons. His Colonel, Viscount Crichton, wrote “Volly was wounded yesterday in a skirmish we had. He led his troop most gallantly, and first got a bullet in his thigh, breaking the bone, and then was hit again in the head, so we had to leave him behind. The doctor tells me when he got up to him he was conscious and most awfully plucky”. He was taken to Chateau Baron where he died on 4th September and was buried in the chateau garden. He was later buried in the Baron Communal Cemetery at Oise, France.



Baron Communal Cemetery and Votelin’s grave There is a memorial; plaque and window in the Great Oxenden village church. His death is reported in the Leamington Courier of 18th September 1914 “Lieutenant Percy Voltelin Heath, whose death from wounds is reported this week, was the only son of Sir James and Lady Heath, formerly of Ashorne and now of Oxendon Hall, Market Harborough “ His probate was granted to his father, Sir James Heath, baronet, on 25th January 1915, effects £580. Although he is not listed on the War Memorial in Biddulph, there is a memorial to him in St Lawrence Church:



In his book, Old Men Forgot, Duff Cooper writes “Another of my friends was Voltelin Heath, who I had first met at Wixenford. He was an Aesthete and devoted much of his time to making his rooms first in Magdalen and later at Micklem Hall as beautiful as possible. He was also the finest horseman in the university, Master of the Drag and President of the Bullingdon Club. One of my last days at Oxford was spent with him. It was the day of King George V’s Coronation. We had both finished our final examinations and could have gone to London, but we preferred to go for a ride in Wytham Woods, during which we solemnly discussed our careers. He was well off and had political ambitions, but thought it well to go into the army first and then into business to get some practical experience, of which he had very little. Somewhat austere and ascetic, he was one of the most attractive of my generation. He joined the Blues and as a young officer at Windsor devoted his spare time to learning Italian. He died of wounds in September 1914.”
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