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HENRY VIII



First hand description of King Henry VIII The following is a first hand description of King Henry VIII made in a dispatch from the Venetian diplomat Pasqualigo in 1515: His Majesty is the handsomest potentate I ever set eyes on; above the usual height, with an extremely fine calf to his leg, his complexion very fair and bright, auburn hair combed straight and short, in the French fashion, and a round face so very beautiful that it would become a pretty woman, his throat being rather long and thick.... He will enter his twenty-fifth year the month after next. He speaks French, English and Latin, and a little Italian, plays well on the lute and harpsichord, sings from book at sight, draws the bow with greater strength than any man in England and jousts marvelously... a most accomplished Prince. As a young man Henry was the second son and was prepared for a life in the church. The death of his elder brother Arthur changed the fate of Henry. In his early life he enjoyed physical activites including hunting, hawking, horseback riding, jousting, tennis, archery and wrestling. He was alos well educated and intelligent and enjoyed writing and composing music. Henry VIII loved court life with its pageants, dancing and masques. A leg injury incurred whilst he was riding led to a festering ulcer in his led and considerably reduced his physical exercise in Henry VIII's later life. He gave in to excess in eating and drinking and became a huge, bloated figure



Henry VIII Henry VII's eldest son was Arthur, Prince of Wales. He married Catherine of Aragon, but died shortly thereafter, leaving the throne to fall to his younger brother Henry. History has not proved kind to the memory of Henry VIII (1509-47). He is often remembered as the grossly stout, overbearing tyrant of his later years. In his youth, however, Henry was everything it was thought a king should be. A natural athlete, a gifted musician and composer, Henry was well educated, religious, and a true leader among the monarchs of his day. Cardinal Wolsey. Henry had none of his father's drive for the grind of administration. He handed over that role to his advisor, Cardinal Thomas Wolsey. This Henry was more concerned with cutting a fine figure than with balancing rows of figures like his father, and the result was predictable. Over the course of his reign he managed to turn a bulging treasury into a gaping blackhole of debt. Thomas Wolsey was the son of a Suffolk wool merchant. He became in turn Bishop of London, Archbishop of York, Cardinal An older but no wiser and Lord Chancellor, and papal legate. He was even at one time considered seriously as a candidate for the papacy itself. Wolsey Henry VIII loved luxury and ostentation. He maintained a household of over 1000 people, and at the height of his power he was more king than Henry himself. Religious Reformers. The whole of Europe was ablaze during Henry's time with the religious fervour of Reformation. Great reformers, religious and secular, called England home. Erasmus, scholar and monk, taught at Oxford, where he agitated for reform within



the church. In his In Praise of Folly he lambasted the clergy for "observing with punctilious scrupulosity a lot of silly ceremonies and paltry traditional rules." Sir Thomas More, later Chancellor, wrote Utopia, a vision of an ideal society with no church at all to get in the way of spiritual understanding. Henry himself, despite his later break with Rome, was not a religious reformer. He was fairly orthodox in his own beliefs, and he passed measures against Lutheranism and upheld many traditional Catholic rites from attack by reformers. Marriage to Catherine. Henry received a special dispensation from the pope in order to marry his brother's widow, Catherine. The only child of that marriage was a daughter, Mary. Henry desperately wanted a male heir, and as time went on it became obvious that Catherine would have no more children. Henry began to cast around for a solution. Anne Boleyn. For by now Henry had enough of his marriage, and was eyeing one of the Queen's ladies in waiting, Anne Boleyn. Anne refused Henry's advances without the benefit of a wedding, so Henry sent his chancellor, Cardinal Wolsey, to ask the pope for an annulment of his marriage to Catherine. Unfortunately for the powerful Wolsey, he failed, and was deposed from office. Even the "gift" of his magnificent new palace at Hampton Court to Henry could not save Wolsey, who died shortly after his deposition, saving Henry the bother of a mock trial for treason. In Wolsey's place Thomas More was brought in to be Chancellor. The Act of Supremacy. Henry's situation was now desperate, for Anne was pregnant, and at all costs the child, which Henry was sure must be a son, had to be legitimate. Henry got Parliament to declare that his first marriage was void, and he secretly married Anne. Unfortunately for Henry, the child proved to be female once again, the future Elizabeth I. Over the next several years Henry's wrangle with the pope grew ever deeper, until in 1534 the Act of Supremacy was passed, making Henry, not the pope, head of the church in England. This was not at first a doctrinal split in any way, but a personal and political move. Sir Thomas More opposed the divorce and was reluctantly executed by Henry. At the foot of the scaffold More is reported to have said, "I pray you, Master Lieutenant, see me safely up, and for my coming down, let me shift for myself". How was Henry able to carry off the split from Rome? For one thing, the church had incurred a tremendous amount of bad feeling over the years. High church officials were seen as rich, indolent, and removed from the people they were supposed to be serving. The abbeys and monasteries were well off, and certainly subject to jealousy. Feelings against priests and churchmen in general ran high. The church had become too far removed from its spiritual roots and purpose.



The Dissolution of the Monasteries Starting small. Henry VIII took his most decisive step against the power of the church in 1538, when he began the Dissolution of the Monasteries. He did it piecemeal, perhaps to avoid too much outcry at the start. First the small, less powerful houses had their property confiscated and their buildings blighted (made unsuitable for use). They were followed the next year by the large houses. Philosophical concepts of the power of the king over church may have played a part in Henry's decision to suppress the monasteries, but so did greed. The monasteries were rich, and a lot of that wealth found its way directly or indirectly to the royal treasury. Some of the monastery buildings were sold to wealthy gentry for use as country estates. Many others became sources of cheap building materials for local inhabitants. One of the



results of the Dissolution of the Monasteries is that those who bought the old monastic lands were inclined to support Henry in his break with Rome, purely from self interest. Attitudes towards the Dissolution. Many of the clerics themselves thought that a change was in order. The difference was, they thought the wealth they possessed should go to charity, "religious and educational enterprises." Everyone else had a personal stake in the matter; Henry wanted money, Parliament wanted to raise money without having to impose unpopular taxes, the gentry saw a chance to increase their own estates, and the merchant middle class saw a chance to become landed gentry themselves. Winners and losers. Henry sold the monastic lands for bargain basement prices, such was his need for ready cash. The real beneficiary of the Dissolution was not the king, but the new class of gentry who bought the lands. The suppression of the monasteries and places of pilgrimages was devastating for those pilgrimage centres that had no other economic base. Income for people on the pilgrim routes dropped, with no way to recover it. The other great loser of the Dissolution was culture; many monastic libraries full of priceless illuminated manuscripts were destroyed, with little or no regard for their value. The fate of the monks and nuns. The monks and nuns were treated quite well as a rule. Only a few who resisted were summarily executed. The others, including 5000 monks, 1600 friars, and 2000 nuns, were given reasonable pensions. Many of the monks and friars went into regular church office, so they could not be said to have suffered. Those who did suffer were the thousands of servants attached to the monasteries. They numbered more than the monks, but there was no pension for them, no golden handshake. The English Reformation was slow to gather steam. Catholics were not mistreated (at least not at first), and in many parts of the country religious life went on unchanged. Catholic rites and symbols remained in use for many years. The achievements of Henry VIII's reign have often been obscured in the popular imagination by the story of his many marriages. It is overlooked that by 1547, when he died, England had broken with the power of the Roman Papacy, had become established as a rival of the European powers headed by the Emperor Charles V and Francis I of France and laid the foundations for the golden age of Elizabeth I. As a young man Henry was a predictable prince of his age: lusty, ambitious and a religious conformist, whose pamphlet Assertio Septem Sacromentorum earned him the title of Defender of the Faith, bestowed by Pope Leo X. Henry's divorce from Catherine of Aragon, daughter of the Catholic monarchs of Spain, signalled Henrys lack of concern for political marriage alliances. Though, persuaded by Cardinal Wolsey his Chancellor, he attempted to make a pact with Francis I of France at the opulent meeting which came to be known as the Field of the Cloth of Gold in 1520. The failure of this rapprochement, Wolsey's ostentatious style of life (he built Hampton Court Palace), and his failure to procure for Henry a divorce from Catherine of Aragon, led to the Chancellor's fall from grace. Wolsey died in November 1530 before he could be executed. Growing more confident and more assertive, Henry now appointed men about him who would do his bidding. Thomas Cranmer annulled his marriage to Catherine of Aragon, then, having been excommunicated by the Pope, Henry established himself as head of the Church of England. Opposed by Sir Thomas More, Henry had him executed and appointed Thomas Cromwell as Vicar General of England and began the dissolution of the monasteries. Cromwell, however, also fell into disfavour and was executed as Henry became increasingly autocratic and intolerant of any challenges to his power.



From this moment until his death Henry extended and showed off his authority by refurbishing, or building new, palaces such as Whitehall (later burned down), Richmond, St James and Hampton Court. His profligate style of life led however to the ruin of the Exchequer and to his reputation as a colourful, extravagant and exacting monarch.



http://www.hrp.org.uk/HamptonCourtPalace/Sightsandstories/YoungHenry/Intro.aspx Henry VIII is famous for two reasons – he was a larger-than-life character whose enormous bodyweight, extravagant lifestyle, ruthlessness and succession of wives have fascinated and horrified people ever since, and because during his reign, important political, economic and religious changes occurred which have shaped society ever since.



How long did Henry VIII reign? Henry VIII ruled for 37 years, 9 months and 6 days.



When was Henry VIII born? Prince Henry, later Henry VIII, was born at Greenwich Palace on 28th June 1491.



Who were Henry VIII’s parents? Henry was the 2nd son of King Henry VII and Queen Elizabeth of York. Henry VIII’s father, King Henry VII (or Henry Tudor), was born in 1457. He won the crown of England at the Battle of Bosworth in 1485 where he defeated and killed King Richard III. This battle ended ‘the Wars of the Roses’. Henry VII was 28 when he became king and ruled for 24 years until his death on 21st April 1509, at the age of 52. Although he won the throne in battle, he became quite a ‘bureaucratic king’. Henry VIII’s mother was a princess, Elizabeth of York (or Elizabeth Plantagenet). She was born in 1465. Elizabeth was the eldest daughter of an earlier king, Edward IV, the niece of Richard III, and the sister of ‘the Princes in the Tower’. Elizabeth married Henry VII in 1486. Their marriage created a union between the two warring houses of Lancaster (Red Rose) and York (White Rose). The Tudor Rose, which is red and white, symbolises this union. Elizabeth died in childbirth at the Tower of London in 1503 on her 38th birthday, when Henry was 11 years old.



Did Henry VIII have any brothers and sisters? Henry had seven siblings but only three survived infancy, and only his two sisters, Margaret and Mary, survived to see his accession in 1509. His elder brother, Arthur, was born in 1486 and was Henry VII’s heir-apparent, the Prince of Wales. Arthur married the Spanish princess Katherine of Aragon in 1501, when he was 15 and she was 14 but the marriage only lasted five months as Arthur died suddenly at Ludlow Castle in 1502, possibly of pulmonary tuberculosis. Henry’s sister, Princess Margaret, was born in 1489. She became Queen of Scotland in 1504 when she married King James IV of Scotland and became the mother of King James V of Scotland in 1513. After James IV was defeated and killed by Henry VIII’s army at the Battle of Flodden (1513), Margaret married Archibald Douglas, Earl of Angus, in 1514. She divorced him (ironically) in 1527 and married Henry Stuart. Margaret died in 1541 at the age of 52.



Princess Mary was born in 1496. Mary was betrothed to the future Emperor Charles V in 1508 but their marriage never took place. Instead, Henry VIII married her to King Louis XII of France in 1514. Louis was aged 52 and Mary 18 but Mary was only Queen of France for three months as Louis soon died. Mary then quickly married Henry VIII’s close companion Charles Brandon, Duke of Suffolk. Their daughter, Frances, was the mother of Lady Jane Grey, ‘the nine day queen’. Mary died on 25th June 1533.



How old was Henry VIII when he came to the throne? Prince Henry was 17 years old when he was proclaimed King Henry VIII on 22nd April 1509.



Why do you spell Katherine of Aragon with a ‘K’? In the 16th century, people were less hung up on spelling than we are today, and spellings were not standardised or fixed. This is why the names of Henry’s wives can be spelt in a variety of ways. Katherine of Aragon could be spelt ‘Catalina’, which was the Spanish version, or ‘Katharine’, which is written on her tomb at Peterborough. We chose to spell Katherine with a ‘K’ because everywhere her initial appears with Henry’s initial, ‘H’ – for instance in the Westminster Tournament Roll of 1511, it says ‘H&K’.



Who were Katherine of Aragon’s parents? Katherine of Aragon’s parents were King Ferdinand II of Aragon and Queen Isabella I of Castile.



How old were Henry VIII and Katherine when they got married? When Henry VIII and Katherine of Aragon married on 11th June 1509 in the Franciscan Palace, he was 17 and she was 23.



How long were Henry VIII and Katherine married? Henry VIII and Katherine of Aragon were married for 23 years and 11 months, more than twice as long as all his other marriages put together.



How many children did Katherine of Aragon have? Henry VIII and Katherine of Aragon had only one surviving daughter, Princess Mary, later Queen Mary I (1553-1558), born on 18th February 1516 at Greenwich Palace. But Katherine gave birth to five other children who did not survive. They were: • • • • •



A daughter, miscarried or stillborn, many weeks premature on 31st January 1510 Prince Henry, born on 1st January 1511 at Richmond Palace, but died on 22nd February 1511, at Richmond A son, who was born and died in November 1513, at Richmond Palace A son, who was born and died, or stillborn, in November or December 1514 A daughter, who was born and died on 9th-10th November 1518



Why did Henry VIII divorce Katherine of Aragon? Henry annulled his marriage to Katherine of Aragon for two reasons: 1. 1. She was unable to bear him the son that he needed to secure the dynasty (see ‘Why did Henry marry six times?’)



2. 2. He fell head over heels in love with Anne Boleyn, who refused to be his mistress and would only accept him through marriage But Henry said that he wanted to ‘divorce’ Katherine of Aragon because it had been wrong for Pope Julius II to grant him a dispensation to marry Katherine as she had previously been married to his brother Arthur. According to Leviticus 18.16, the union of a man with his brother’s widow is contrary to the law of God and Henry argued that this remained the case, despite the papal dispensation (Henry overlooked Deuteronomy 25.5 which instructed a man to marry his brother’s widow). Henry attributed their childlessness to this transgression of God’s law and on 23rd May 1533, Thomas Cranmer, Archbishop of Canterbury, declared Henry’s marriage to Katherine null and void. Princess Mary was declared illegitimate, and the marriage of Henry to Katherine was deemed never to have occurred.



How did Katherine of Aragon die? Katherine became ill in late December 1535. She died about 2 pm on Friday, 7th January 1536 at Kimbolton, aged 50. The cause of her death may have been ‘a melanotic carcinoma’ but was diagnosed at the time as ‘slow poisoning’. Katherine was buried on 29th January 1536 in Peterborough Abbey.



How many times did Henry VIII marry and who were Henry’s wives? By most measures, Henry VIII had six wives, two of whom he executed. They were: 1. Katherine of Aragon Married, 11th June 1509 ‘Divorced’, 23rd May 1533 2. Anne Boleyn Married, 25th January 1533 ‘Beheaded’, 19th May 1536 3. Jane Seymour Married, 30th May 1536 ‘Died’, 24th October 1537 4. Anne of Cleves Married, 6th January 1540 ‘Divorced’, 9th-12th July, 1540 5. Katherine Howard Married, 28th July 1540 ‘Beheaded’, 15th February, 1542 6. Kateryn Parr Married, 12th July 1543 ‘Survived’ However, technically, as his marriages to Katherine of Aragon, Anne of Cleves and Anne Boleyn were annulled (Anne Boleyn’s marriage was annulled before her execution), Henry VIII only had three wives. [top]



Why did Henry VIII marry six times? Henry married for different reasons every time but a central motive for all his marriages was his search for an heir. Henry – and most people at the time – believed that one of his principal responsibilities as king was to produce an adult male heir (that is, aged 15-20) who could succeed him peacefully when he died to secure his dynasty. Having daughters wasn’t sufficient because princesses were often married to other kings and princes, and Henry feared that if one of his daughters became queen then England would be ruled, or dominated, by a foreign power. Children could not rule as monarchs by themselves. Instead their powers were given to individual ‘regents’ or to groups of councillors. Disputes over the regency or between councillors could be very bloody, endangering the security, peace and prosperity of the country.



For the fifty years or so before Henry VIII became king, England had been in an on-off state of civil war as Henry’s father’s and mother’s families fought over the crown. Henry VIII – and the country – wanted a secure line of princes to ensure this didn’t happen again. Henry – and others – were worried that if he didn’t have one or more sons by his early thirties (at the latest) then he might die in his fifties without an adult male heir. So, when Katherine of Aragon seemed unable to bear a healthy, living son and had reached her forties, when further childbirth seemed unlikely, Henry was desperate to re-marry and secure his dynasty. Anne Boleyn also was unable to give him the son he needed, and her miscarriage of a boy child was undoubtedly an important factor in her fall from grace and subsequent execution. His next wife, Jane Seymour, did give birth to a son: she was the mother of Edward, later Edward VI, but she died of puerperal sepsis soon after childbirth. One son was no guarantee of a smooth succession as they might easily die (like Henry’s elder brother, Arthur). To have more sons remained a political and national priority for Henry. He married Anne of Cleves for this reason, for diplomacy and because he liked the look of her picture but she did not please him, and Catherine Howard had caught his eye. He was convinced that this young woman would bear him many more sons, but her infidelity led to her downfall. He married Kateryn Parr when she was 31-32 (the same age as Anne Boleyn had been when he married her) for her wit, wisdom and intelligence, as much as anything else. She didn’t bear him a child – but could have done: she had a daughter with her fourth and last husband, Thomas Seymour. Henry was right to worry! His only son, Edward, was only 9 years old when Henry died and suffered from weak health, dying at the age of 15 in 1553. [top]



How long was Henry VIII with each wife? The lengths of Henry’s marriages (in order of length): Katherine of Aragon 23 years and 11 months + Kateryn Parr 3 years and 6 months + Anne Boleyn 3 years and 3 months + Katherine Howard 2 years and 6 months + Jane Seymour 1 year and 4 months + Anne of Cleves 6 months + [top]



How old was Henry VIII at his weddings? This list shows the age that Henry was at each of his weddings, and the age of his bride. Katherine of Aragon (23) Henry (17) Anne Boleyn (31-32) Henry (41) Jane Seymour (26-27) Henry (44) Anne of Cleves (24) Henry (48) Katherine Howard (17-22) Henry (49) Kateryn Parr (31) Henry (52)



[top]



Where did Henry VIII’s wives come from? Katherine of Aragon came from Spain as she was the daughter of King Ferdinand V of Aragon and Queen Isabella I of Castile. Anne Boleyn was maid-in-waiting to Katherine of Aragon, and part of a court family. Her parents were Sir Thomas Boleyn, Earl of Ormond and Wiltshire, and Lady Elizabeth Howard, daughter of Thomas Howard, the second Duke of Norfolk and sister of the third. Jane Seymour was maid-in-waiting to Katherine of Aragon and Anne Boleyn. Her parents were Sir John Seymour of Wolf Hall, and Margery Wentworth. Jane claimed royal blood through descent from Edward III. Anne of Cleves was the daughter of the daughter of Johann III, duke of Juliers Cleves and Maria, heir of Juliers, from the Netherlands. Katherine Howard was maid-in-waiting to Anne of Cleves. She was Anne Boleyn’s cousin and daughter of Lord Edmund Howard (younger son of Thomas Howard, second duke of Norfolk) and his first wife, Elizabeth Tilney. Kateryn Parr was maid-in-waiting to Princess Mary. She was daughter of Sir Thomas Parr of Kendal, Westmorland, and Maud Green, and was probably named after her godmother Katherine of Aragon. Her brother, William Parr, Marquess of Northampton, was one of three men who put Lady Jane Grey on the throne of England. She was married twice before Henry - to Edward Borough and to Sir John Neville. [top]



Why did Henry VIII behead his wives? Henry had two of his wives beheaded for infidelity which counted as high treason when committed by a queen. Anne Boleyn was arrested for witchcraft, alleged adultery with Mark Smeaton, Henry Norris, Francis Weston and William Brereton and incest with her brother, George, Lord Rochford on 2nd May 1536 and was imprisoned in the Tower of London. It is very unlikely that she was guilty of any of these offences. Anne was beheaded (with a sword) at the Tower of London on 19th May 1536 - she was about 36. Katherine Howard was arrested for her premarital sexual activity with Francis Dereham, and her alleged marital infidelity with Thomas Culpeper. She was not brought to trial. Instead she and her aide, Lady Rochford, were condemned under a bill of attainder introduced into the House of Lords on 21st January 1542, which received the king's assent on 11th February. She was beheaded on 13th February 1542 at 9am. The primary cause of her execution was arguably that she had not been courageous or wise enough to confess her illicit past to Henry when he proposed marriage. In both cases, Henry probably had them executed because having idealised them, their failures – to have a son or to love him – enraged him and brought out his cruel streak. [top]



How many mistresses did Henry have? We know of only three mistresses. Henry had an affair with Elizabeth Blount, a maid of honour to the Queen. Their son Henry Fitzroy (‘Fitzroy’ means illegitimate king’s son), later Duke of Richmond, was born in 1519 and was Henry VIII’s only recognised illegitimate child. He also had a brief affair with Anne Boleyn’s sister Mary Boleyn, who later became Mary Carey, in the 1520s. Finally, when Anne Boleyn was still Queen, Mary Shelton, Anne’s first cousin, became his mistress for about six months before Henry became interested in Jane Seymour. [top]



Did Henry VIII have any children? Henry VIII had four surviving children. • • • •



Princess Mary, later Queen Mary I, born 1516 to Katherine of Aragon. Henry Fitzroy, born 1519, to Elizabeth Blount. Princess Elizabeth, later Queen Elizabeth I, born 1533 to Anne Boleyn. Prince Edward, later King Edward VI, born 1536 to Jane Seymour.



[top]



Was Henry VIII really fanciable compared to other Tudor men? The answer, at least up until his 40s, seems to be a resounding yes. Henry was tall, wellbuilt and athletic in his youth. He loved sport and was charismatic, energetic and charming. He was also good-looking: a medal of his profile from c. 1525 by Lucas Horenbout shows his aquiline nose and strong jaw-line. The attractiveness of men’s bodies in the sixteenth century was described by the beauty of their legs and Henry VIII was widely renowned to have a fine calf! [top]



Did Henry VIII ever exercise? In the first twenty years of his reign, Henry was very athletic and spent a lot of time jousting, hunting, wrestling, shooting, dancing and playing tennis. He was incredibly fit and energetic. After his fall from his horse in 1536 and with his chronic leg ulcer, he was less and less able to participate in sport which was a factor in his increasing obesity in his later years. [top]



What illnesses did Henry have? Henry suffered an attack of smallpox in February 1514 and an attack of malaria in 1521 and occasionally thereafter, especially in 1541. He was prone to headaches, sore throats and catarrh. He hurt his left foot playing tennis in 1527 and again in 1529. His greatest accident was in January 1536 when he fell from his horse whilst jousting. He was unconscious for two



hours, and Anne Boleyn blamed her subsequent miscarriage of a male child on the shock at Henry’s fall. Henry had a chronic leg ulcer, first mentioned in 1528 but possibly aggravated by his fall in 1536. The ulcer often became inflamed and Henry did not rest long enough for it to heal. Towards the end of his life he had enormously swollen, dropsical legs, due to chronic heart failure and his obesity. There is no evidence that Henry VIII was syphilitic. It is possible though that he suffered from some form of depression in the second half of his life, with a particular bout in 1541. For more on Henry’s medical health, see, Milo Keynes ‘The Personality and Health of King Henry VIII (1491-1547)’, Journal of Medical Biography (2005), 13, 174-183.



How big was Henry VIII? He was a large man. He was 6ft 2” tall. Aged 23 (1514), his chest circumference was 42 inches, and his waist 35 inches. After 1528, he gradually became more stout and by 1536, his chest measurement was 45 inches, and waist 37 inches. Yet, by 1541, aged 50, he had become enormous - with a chest measurement of 57 inches and a waist measurement of 54 inches. Especially large horses had to be used to carry him, and by 1545, he started using a sort of wheelchair, a chair called a ‘tramme’ to carry him between his chambers, and a lift to lift him up and down stairs.



Did Henry VIII execute a lot of people? Estimates vary widely. Some suggest that as many as 72,000 people were executed during his reign, yet other estimates are much lower. It was a violent age and, compared to other monarchs, he was not considered particularly bloodthirsty. It was his daughter, Mary, who would earn the epithet, ‘Bloody’.



When did Henry VIII die? Henry VIII died early on Friday, 28th January 1547 at Whitehall Palace. He was aged 55. He probably died of chronic heart failure. He was buried in St. George's Chapel in Windsor Castle on 16th February 1547, next to his third (and favourite) queen, Jane Seymour.



Who succeeded him? Henry VIII was succeeded by his son, Edward VI, who reigned 1547-1553. Edward was followed by his cousin, Lady Jane Grey, who reigned for nine days, then by his sister Mary, later Mary I, who reigned 1553-1558, and his sister Elizabeth, who became Elizabeth I, and ruled England until 1603. As Elizabeth did not marry or bear children, after her the throne passed to James VI of Scotland of the Stuart dynasty who became James I of England.



FACTS ABOUT HENRY VIII • • • • •



• • •



•



•



• • • • • • • • •



Henry the VIII was very different from his father Henry VII. He was a large, handsome man and wore fine clothes. He loved playing games, horse-riding and hunting. He was one of the finest archers in his Kingdom and loved to joust. He loved to dance and could sing and play the lute. Legend says that he wrote 'Greensleeves'. Henry also had more serious hobbies including the study of the Christian faith. England was still a Catholic country and the English church was ruled by the Pope in Rome. When a German, called Martin Luther spoke badly of the Catholic church, Henry wrote a book condemning him. For this, the Pope gave Henry the title of Defender of the Faith in 1521. He spoke four languages fluently: French, English, Latin and Italian. He also wrote poetry. He seemed an ideal ruler. He came to the throne at the age of 17 and wanted to be a strong King with a firm hold on the throne. Above all Henry wanted a son who would succeed him. In 1511 he was delighted when his wife, Queen Catherine, had a baby boy. However, the son died soon afterwards. Catherine had five more children, but only one girl Mary survived. Meanwhile, Henry looked for glory in the fighting of wars. In 1513, he led an army to France to try to capture the French crown. Three weeks later, another of his armies defeated the Scots at Floden. All of his expeditions to France failed and he never gained control of Scotland. A lot of money and lives were wasted as a result of these wars. For the first half of his reign he took little interest in the daily business of governing the country. He let his Ministers' do this for him. The most powerful of these was Thomas Wolsey, a nobelman, who was Chief Minister from 1514 to 1529. After the King, Wolsey was one of the most powerful men in the land. He controlled the Law, the Church and managed the country's money. He was a vain and greedy man, and loved to show off his wealth. This made him very unpopular. He used his power to improve the courts and kept the nobles under control. He built Hampton Court and lived there. Wealthy people were fined or imprisoned for keeping private armies. Landowners were stopped from building enclosures around their estates, since these took land away from ordinary people. Wolsey also tried to make England more powerful in Europe. He helped Henry in his wars against France and made treaties with other countries. However, most of his plans failed through lack of money. When he increased the taxes, the people hated him even more. Henry and Wolsey spent huge sums of money on the army and navy. He was a big, handsome man and wore fine clothes. He loved playing games, horse-riding and hunting. He was one of the finest archers in his Kingdom and loved to joust. He loved to dance and could sing and play the lute. Legend says that the wrote 'Greensleeves'. He spoke four languages fluently: French, English, Latin and Italian. He also wrote poetry. He seemed an ideal ruler. He came to the throne at the age of 17 and wanted to be a strong King with a firm hold on the throne. He desperately wanted a son who would succeed him. The King loved to live life to the full and was very fond of music and dancing and he liked to hold jousting tournaments. For the first half of his reign he took little interest in the daily business of governing the country. He let his Ministers do this for him.
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Henry VIII






He gave in to excess in eating and drinking and became a huge, bloated figure. Henry VIII. Henry VII's eldest son was Arthur, Prince of Wales. He married Catherine of Aragon, but died shortly thereafter, leaving the throne to fall to his younger brother Henry. History has not proved kind to the memory of Henry VIII (1509-47). 
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