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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



The Puzzle (1)



Na sasa le maile a Seu. PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘Seu’s dog was beaten.’ Or: ‘S/hei beat Seuj ’s dog.’ PAGO Or: ‘Seu beat his own dog.’



(2)



Na ‘aumai e Sina nai ata a/o Seu. PAST bring E RG Sina some pictures P OSS Seu ‘Sina brought pictures of Seu/Seu’s.’ Or: ‘Sina brought pictures of Seui /Seui ’s to himselfi .’ Possessors of Absolutive objects can be coreferential with silent Agents or Goals, without creating Condition C effects. These are what I call PAGO, i.e. Possessor-Agent-GOal, constructions (Duranti&Ochs 1996; CSB in Zapotec, Foreman 2006). Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Goals



Present the phenomenon Restrict the space of possible analyses Discard three possible accounts Offer an analysis in terms of control
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Proposal Control as Movement A DP can ‘check’ several θ roles Possessor Raising (Landau 1999) PF deletion of higher copy In the case of QNPs, only the higher copy is interpreted, the lower one behaves like a variable



VP DP Seu



V’ DP



V beat



D the
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Roadmap



I. Basic Facts II. Against Genitive Subjects III. Against Passive IV. Against pro V. Analysis
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts



Island located halfway between Hawai’i and New Zealand in the Polynesian region of the Pacific Ocean http://www.lib.utexas.edu/maps/australia/ samoa rel98.jpg
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts



Polynesian language from Samoa and American Samoa, with ≈370,000 speakers in all countries (Gordon 2005) Formal (tautala lelei ) and informal (tautala leaga) registers of speech R. G. Gordon, Jr. (ed.). (2005). Ethnologue: Languages of the World. Fifteenth edition. Dallas, Texas: SIL International. Online version: http://www.ethnologue.com/.
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts



VSO language with Ergative-Absolutive Case-marking Every sentence contains an Absolutive argument



Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



8



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts: Templates



(3)



(Top) Tam (Cl) V



DP Abs



(4)



(Top) Tam (Cl) V



DP Abs



(5)



(Top) Tam (Cl) V



DP Erg



DP Abs



(6)



(Top) Tam (Cl) V



DP Erg



DP Abs
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



(7)



(8)



(9)



(10)



(11)



Na ‘ai le teine. PAST eat A BS D ET.S G girl ‘The girl ate.’ Na ‘ai le teine i le i‘a. PAST eat A BS D ET.S G girl O BL D ET.S G fish ‘The girl ate away at the fish.’ le teine le i‘a. Na ‘ai e PAST eat E RG D ET.S G girl A BS D ET.S G fish ‘The girl ate the fish.’ le i‘a e le teine. Na ‘ai PAST eat A BS D ET.S G fish E RG D ET.S G girl ‘The girl ate the fish.’ Na ‘aumai e Sina le i‘a ia Seu. PAST bring E RG Sina A BS D ET.S G fish O BL Seu ‘Sina brought a fish to Seu.’ Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



10



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts: Possessives



Possessive morphemes: A for alienable possession and O, used for inalienable possession as well as for themes of Nouns. (12)



Na ‘oti e Sina le ata a/o Seu. PAST cut E RG Sina A BS D ET.S G picture P OSS Seu ‘Sina cut Seu’s picture/ Sina cut the picture of Seu.’



(13)



ata. Na ‘oti e Sina l.a/o.na PAST cut E RG Sina A BS D ET.P OSS.3S G picture ‘Sinai cut heri ,j picture.’



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts: C-Command TAM V



Erg



>



Abs



⇒ Condition C violation expected in PAGO TAM V



Abs >



Erg



Absolutive DPs c-command Ergative DPs only if they are ‘scrambled’ past them. TAM V



(Erg)



Abs



>



Obl



TAM V



Erg



Abs







Obl



Goal (Oblique) DPs c-command Theme/Patient (Absolutive) DPs. ⇒ Condition C violation expected in PAGO
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts: Morphology



No overt Voice morphology. (14)



Na ‘ai le teine. PAST eat A BS D ET.S G girl ‘The girl ate.’ Or: ‘The girl was eaten.’
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts: Morphology Few verbs inflect for number; plural agreement is optional; The agreeing verbs agree with their subject (Erg for transitive verbs, Abs for intransitive verbs). (15)



e tam¯aloloa Na (pe)pese PAST sing E RG D ET.P L man A BS le pese. D ET.S G song ‘The men sang a song.’



(16)



Na (*pe)pese e le tam¯aloa A BS D ET.P L PAST sing E RG D ET.S G man pese. song ‘The man sang songs.’ Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts: Pro-drop



Samoan is pro-drop only for 3rd person singular and plural. It’s not pro-drop for other persons. (17)



(Q: Did you go to Apia?) I, na *(ou) alu i Apia. Yes, PAST 1S G C L go O BL Apia ‘Yes, I went to Apia.’



Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



15



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Basic Facts: Condition C



Overt pronouns create Condition C effects. (18)



Na sasa e ia le maile a Seu. PAST beat E RG 3S G A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘S/hei beat Seu∗i ,j ’s dog.’



Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



16



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



No PAGO From the Oblique No PAGO binding from the Oblique argument. Seu. (19) E alofa i le maile a P RES like O BL D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘S/hei likes Seuj ’s dog.’ Not: ‘Seu likes his own dog.’ *PAGO (20) Na ‘aumai Ioane i le fale o Seu. PAST bring A BS John O BL D ET.S G house P OSS Seu ‘S/hei brought John to Seuj ’s house.’ Not: ‘Seuj brought John to hisj house.’ *PAGO (21) Na ‘aumai e Sina i le fale o Seu. PAST bring E RG Sina O BL D ET.S G house P OSS Seu ‘Sina brought himi to Seuj ’s house.’ Not: ‘Sina brought Seuj to hisj own house.’ *PAGO Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Roadmap



I. Basic Facts II. Against Genitive Subjects III. Against Passive IV. Against pro V. Analysis
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Part II: Against Genitive Subjects



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Mandatory Possessive Reading Under coreference (PAGO), the possessive reading is mandatory. If the PAGO Possessors are in fact subjects, how does this state of affairs obtain? (22)



Na sasa le maile a Seu. PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘Seu’s dog was beaten.’ Or: ‘S/hei beat Seuj ’s dog.’ Or: ‘Seu beat his own dog.’ PAGO Not: ‘Seu beat a dog.’



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Mandatory Possessive Reading



Under coreference (PAGO), the possessive reading is mandatory. If PAGO Possessors are in fact subjects, how does this state of affairs obtain? (23)



Na sasa e Seu le maile. PAST beat E RG Seu A BS D ET.S G dog ‘Seu beat a dog.’ Not: ‘Seu beat his own dog.’ *PAGO



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Position within DP Position within DP: PAGO Possessors surface where regular Possessors appear. (24)



Na sasa le maile a Seu. PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘Seu’s dog was beaten.’ Or: ‘S/he beat Seu’s dog.’ Or: ‘Seu beat his own dog.’ PAGO



(25)



*Na sasa a Seu le maile. PAST beat P OSS Seu A BS D ET.S G dog ‘Seu beat his own dog.’
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Position within DP



Position: PAGO Possessors surface where regular Possessors appear. (26)



Na sasa l.a.‘u maile. PAST beat A BS D ET S G .P OSS .1S G dog ‘My dog was beaten.’ Or: ‘S/he beat my dog.’ Or: ‘I beat my own dog.’ PAGO



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Constituency Constituency: the PAGO Possessor-DP forms a constituent with the NP or the coordination of NPs it modifies, just like regular Possessor-DPs. (27)



Na sasa le maile ma le pusi a PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog and A BS D ET.S G cat P OSS Seu. Seu ‘S/hei beat some dog and Seuj ’s cat/Seuj ’s dog and cat.’ Or: ‘Seu beat some dog and his own cat.’ PAGO Or: ‘Seu beat his own dog and his own cat.’ PAGO Not: ‘Seu beat his own dog and some cat.’ Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Constituency ¯ The Absolutive object can be A-moved without loss of the PAGO effect. (28)



Seu na sasa. ‘O le maile a T OP D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu PAST beat ‘Seu beat his own dog.’ PAGO



(29)



‘O lea le ata o Seu na ‘oti? T OP thing D ET.S G picture P OSS Seu PAST cut ‘Which picture of Seu was cut?’ Or: ‘Which picture of himself did Seu cut?’ PAGO



Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



25



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Against the Genitive Subject Hypothesis: Summary



Evidence against the Genitive Subject Hypothesis Mandatory Possessive reading DP-internal Position



Open Questions 1



Could the missing argument be non specific (short passive)?



2



Could it be a pro (specific)?



Constituency
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Interpretation Structure



Roadmap



I. Basic Facts II. Against Genitive Subjects III. Against Passive IV. Against pro V. Analysis



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Part III: PAGO Constructions are not Passives
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Informativeness



It appears that the coreference is asserted, rather than being simply compatible with the beliefs of the speaker. (30)



(Context: John and Mary went to the store; Mary stole a camera from the store unbeknownst to John; back home, John found the camera. . . ) o Ioane. Na pu‘e ata PAST take A BS D ET.P L pictures P OSS John ‘John took pictures of himself.’ PAGO



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Informativeness



It appears that the coreference is asserted, rather than simply being compatible with the beliefs of the speaker. (31)



(Context: The girl was asked if she wanted to address the audience. . . ) le teine ona Na luelue le ulu o PAST shake A BS D ET.S G head P OSS D ET.S G girl then faimai... say ‘The girl nodded and then she said...’ PAGO
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Informativeness



It appears that the coreference is asserted, rather than simply being compatible with the beliefs of the speaker. (32)



(Context: Seu was walking his dog; the dog saw a horse, panicked and bit Seu. Q: So what did Seu do?) Seu. Na sasa le maile a PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘Seu beat his own dog.’ PAGO



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Presence of the Subject: Agreement Verbs can agree in number with the Possessor of their Absolutive argument in the PAGO construction. (33)



Na (pe)pese le pese a Ioane ma PAST sing A BS D ET.S G song P OSS John and Sina. Sina ‘John and Sina sang their common song.’ PAGO Verbs don’t normally agree with Absolutive-internal Possessors.



(34)



Na (*pe)pese e Seu le pese a PAST ()sing E RG Seu A BS D ET.S G song P OSS Ioane ma Sina. John and Sina Vincent Homersang [email protected] and There in Samoan ‘Seu John and Sina’s Here song.’
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Presence of the Subject: Q-float



A floating uma ‘all’ can be associated with the Possessor-DP in PAGO constructions. (35)



Na pepese le pese a uma PAST sing all A BS D ET.S G song P OSS D ET.P L tam¯aloloa. man ‘All the meni sang theiri song.’ PAGO



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Presence of the Subject: Q-float



A floating uma ‘all’ can be associated with the Possessor-DP in PAGO constructions. This is not possible with regular Possessor-DPs. (36)



Na pese (*uma) e Ioane (*uma) le pese PAST sing all E RG John all A BS D ET.S G song a tam¯aloloa. P OSS D ET.P L man ‘John sang the song of all the men.’



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Presence of the Subject: Pronominal Binding The PAGO Possessor can bind the Ergative subject. (37)



Na sasa le maile a tam¯aloloa PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS D ET.P L man ta‘itasi. each ‘The dog that belongs to all the men was beaten.’ Or: ‘S/he beat the dog that belongs to all the men.’ Or: ‘Each man beat his own dog.’ PAGO A subject needs to be represented in order to be bound.



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Presence of the Subject: Pronominal Binding The PAGO Possessor can bind the Ergative subject. (38)



le maile a Na sasa tam¯aloloa ta‘itasi. PAST beat A BS D ET dog P OSS D ET man each The Absolutive DP can bind the Ergative DP through scrambling: TAM V Abs > Erg This could thus be a case of Genitive Binding (but see below).



(39) (40)



[[Every child]i ’s mother] thinks that hei is clever. maile ta‘itasi Na sasa e le matai a PAST beat E RG D ET.S G owner P OSS D ET.P L dog each ia. 3S G ‘The owner of [each dog]i beat iti .’ Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



36



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Presence of the Goal: Pronominal Binding



The PAGO Possessor can bind the Oblique Goal. (41)



‘Aumai nai ata o tam¯aloloa ta‘itasi. Bring A BS some pictures P OSS D ET man each ‘Bring [each man]i some pictures of himselfi .’ PAGO This again could be Genitive Binding (but see below).
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Against the Passive Hypothesis: Summary



Evidence against the Passive Hypothesis Informativeness



Open Question Could the missing argument be a pro?



Verb agreement Q float Pronominal Binding
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



PAGO Is More Informative Than a Passive Presence of the Subject



Roadmap



I. Basic Facts II. Against Genitive Subjects III. Against Passive IV. Against pro V. Analysis



Vincent Homer
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Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Part IV: Against the pro Hypothesis



Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



40



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Genitive Binding



Genitive Binding is not available with dropped pronouns (3rd person object pronouns are droppable). (42)



Na sasa e le matai a maile PAST beat E RG D ET.S G owner P OSS D ET.P L dog ta‘itasi. each ‘The owner of [each dog]i beat it∗i ,j .’ No binding



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Non Droppable Pronouns



A PAGO Possessor can corefer with non droppable pronouns, i.e. 1st and 2nd person pronouns. (43)



maile. Na sasa l.a.‘u PAST beat D ET.P OSS .1S G dog ‘S/he beat my dog.’ Or: ‘I beat my dog.’ PAGO
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Strong Crossover



The pro Hypothesis wrongly predicts Strong Crossover in (44). (44)



(Context: At a party, all the guests came with cooked rice. . . ) ‘O le alaisa a ai na ‘ai? T OP A BS D ET.S G rice P OSS who PAST eat ‘Whose rice was eaten?’ Or: ‘Who ate his own rice?’ PAGO



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Obviation of Condition C Of course, the pro Hypothesis also predicts massive Condition C effects in all PAGO configurations; Movement (Lebeaux 1988) cannot be what obviates Condition C since Oblique DPs can be scrambled past Absolutive DPs (45), without allowing a PAGO reading (46). (45)



le teine Ioane. E alofa i P RES like O BL D ET.S G girl A BS John ‘John loves the girl.’



(46)



E alofa i le maile a Seu. P RES like O BL D ET.S G dog P OSS Seu ‘S/hei likes Seuj ’s dog.’ Not: ‘Seu likes his own dog.’ *PAGO Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



44



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Specificity



The non specific plural quantifier nai ‘some’ enters into the construction, which is unexpected under a pro based theory, as pro is specific. (47)



nai teine. Na sasa le maile a PAST beat A BS D ET.S G dog P OSS some girls ‘Some girls or others beat their own dog.’ PAGO



Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



45



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Q-float



The quantifier uma doesn’t float from a pro, although it does in PAGO. (48)



Na sasae (uma) le ata (*uma). PAST tear all A BS D ET.S G picture all ‘They tore the picture completely.’ Not: ‘They all tore the picture.’
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Against the pro Hypothesis: Summary



Evidence against the pro Hypothesis Non Droppable Pronouns Strong Crossover Specificity Q-float



Vincent Homer
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Part V: Analysis



Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Properties



No Coreference from an Oblique DP PAGO Possessors are only found in Absolutive DPs Coreference with Agents or Goals The silent coreferential DPs are present and are not pros No Condition C effects Pronominal Binding
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Analysis 1



The fact that the coreferential DPs must remain silent for the possessive interpretation to obtain suggests Control.



2



But what is the direction of control?



3



Abs>Erg and Abs>Obl, so maybe it is forward control?



4



Genitive Binding is dubious and insufficient. So is it Backward Control? (Potsdam & Polinsky 2002, Potsdam 2006)



5



This hypothesis avoids Condition C effects provided that Control is movement (Hornstein 1999, 2003).



6



Given that the head of the chain is present albeit silent, raising is not covert: instead, the lowest copy is spelled out. Vincent Homer



[email protected]



Here and There in Samoan



50



Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Derivation Control as Movement A DP can ‘check’ several θ roles Possessor Raising (Landau 1999) PF deletion of higher copy In the case of QNPs, only the higher copy is interpreted, the lower one behaves like a variable



VP DP Seu



V’ DP



V beat



D the
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Extraction blocked out of Obliques Vincent Homer
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Basic Facts Against Genitive Subjects PAGO Constructions are not Passives Against the pro Hypothesis Analysis



Conclusion Outstanding problems: What motivates the PF deletion of the higher copy? Why isn’t there forward PAGO control? Main points: Ergative Agents and Oblique Goals can be controlled by Possessors embedded in Absolutive objects. Possible support for theories of Backward Control. Striking similarities with Zapotec (cf. Foreman 2006, Black 1996, Avelino 2004), also analyzed as featuring this kind of control.
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Supporting Evidence for Control PAGO possessors can control the matrix subject. (49)



Na taumafai e ‘ave le ta‘avale a M¯alia. PAST try E take A BS D ET.S G car P OSS Mary ‘S/he tried to take Mary’s car.’ Or: ‘Mary tried to take her own car.’ PAGO



(50)



Na taumafai ia e ‘ave le ta‘avale a PAST try 3.S G E take A BS D ET.S G car P OSS M¯alia. Mary ‘S/he tried to take Mary’s car.’ Not: ‘Mary tried to take her own car.’ *PAGO Vincent Homer
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Supporting Evidence for Control It’s also the case of the subject of the complement clause of taumafai ‘try’. (51)



l.a.na ta‘avale. Na taumafai e ‘ave e M¯alia PAST try E take E RG Mary A BS her car ‘S/he tried to have Mary take her car.’ Or: ‘Mary tried to take her own car.’



(52)



Na taumafai ia e ‘ave e M¯alia l.a.na ta‘avale. PAST try 3.S G E take E RG Mary A BS her car ‘S/he tried to have Mary take her car.’ Not: ‘Mary tried to take her own car.’



Vincent Homer
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