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KGV Heritage Trail For the alumni community of our prestigious school



WELCOME BACK!



KGV as a school is without a doubt an ever developing community with a strong vision in developing its fine traditions of high achievement and creativity in an engaging, enjoyable and sustainable learning environment. In recent year, KGV’s campus have undergone major improvements and extensions, reflecting the school’s commitment towards providing a safe, secure, attractive and well maintained learning environment for students. Not only does the school campus contain iconic and historical architectures, but at the same time blends in modernized elements to ultimately create the perfect match. This document acts as a visual guide for you to tour around our brand new campus! So be sure to check out the next few pages for a map of the school and descriptions of different places around the school!



G The New Block The New Block was opened in April 1964 and was the first major development since the original school was built in the 1930s. This extension to the school was necessitated by the rapid growth in student numbers. There were, by this time, 900 pupils comprising twenty-five different nationalities in the school. Class sizes had increased to around 40 students, and so the New Block represented a much needed expansion. The building provided additional classrooms together with extra Science laboratories, as well as rooms for what were described at the time as ‘‘Needlecraft, House Craft, Metalwork and Woodwork lessons.”
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The Lecture Theatre was named after Michael Guilford who was a prominent member of the KGV School Council until 2008 and good friend of the school. He was particularly important in the early design process for the two Blocks. The Guilford Lecture Theatre was officially opened on 22 November 2013 by members of the Guilford family and Ed Wickins, KGV School Principal. The Science Block was designed to provide state of the art laboratories, additional breakout spaces and flexible teaching rooms. The Science theme was extended to the rooftop garden. Previously there was a beautiful garden here that was planted and maintained by KGV students.
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Weights Room



The foyer of the school and the school hall are the central parts of the original ‘Peel Block’ building. In the early 1930s, a prominent member of staff, Mr Rowell, travelled to England to find the most suitable type of building for the new school. At that time, European designers were much under the influence of the pure clean lines of Bauhaus architecture. Mr Rowell’s final proposal, which was a design by the architect W A Cornell, was in the most modern style of the day.
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I Guilford Lecture Theatre and Science Block



K School Foyer



Originally a squash court, this building was used as Drama teaching spaces until the opening of the Performing Arts Block in 2013. The spaces were then converted into Art and PE teaching rooms. 5/F



This Garden was resurrected following the demolition of ‘B Block’ and contains objects that were once part of the Millennium Garden, originally located where the Science Block now stands. The objects include two stone lions, tables and chairs created by the graduating class of 1988, and original kerbstones from the school field entrance. Collectively, the objects are a reminder of the heritage of KGV School and the garden provides a calm, reflective space for the community to enjoy.



Many ex-students and staff contributed to the defence of Hong Kong in December 1941. For example, Captain D Crozier commanded the 2nd battery stationed at Cape D’Aguilar and was captured and interned in a prisoner of war camp. Many former students also died and their names are recorded on this School Memorial Board. The full circumstances of their deaths are rarely known. Former Head Boy, Peter Wilson, was killed in an unrecorded skirmish. Sergeant Harry Millington was involved in the defence of Stanley and was killed as his regiment was being forced back over the ridge towards the prison. Geoffrey Stone was killed in the defence of Stanley on Christmas Day morning, 1941, just before the surrender.



Centre



The Link Block was opened in 1984 and a time capsule was built in the wall. This time capsule was opened during the 2013 refurbishment of the Link Block. It contained a video showing school activities in 1984, a Lion magazine and a Government white paper. The Link Block originally contained a wide variety of teaching spaces and the library before being suited for Maths, English, Art and ICT in 2013/14.



This was designed by the school environmental team, Eden, originally to house some unwanted pets. It was subsequently expanded and became an attractive and popular feature.
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L School Hall The hall has long been at the heart of KGV School life. At the first speech day held in the school hall, in 1936, the Headmaster Reverend Upsdell remarked that it would be “quite impossible to conceive of any child obtaining a better education than is available here”. During the years of the Second World War, when Japanese soldiers occupied the school, the Hall was used for the occasional concert and entertainment by the Japanese authorities. In 1945 the building was handed over to the RAF under the command of Wing Commander J.H.L. Newman who had the words of Winston Churchill, ”Never in the Field of Human Conflict” carved above the entrance. He hoped that this would serve as a reminder of the war to future generations. Countless students have walked under these words as they entered the school hall to sit examinations, gather for school assemblies as well as social events over the years.



M Gymnasium The gymnasium was part of the original Peel Block opened in 1936. During the Summer of 1937, this gym as well as the school hall were used as a dormitory for the refugees that came from Shanghai to escape the War in China. Sport was always important to KGV students and in the 1950’s new sporting activities were added to the curriculum with the Gymnastics Club becoming highly successful.



C Climbing Wall



B Swimming Pool



This wall was donated by the PTSA and originally erected on the school field in 2012 but moved to its current position during the refurbishment of the school field in 2013/14. Along with a number of other sporting facilities on site, this climbing wall demonstrates KGV’s continued commitment to physical education.
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When the school was originally built in the 1930s, there were plans to include a swimming pool but this proved too expensive. Mr John Hackling, Principal from 1975-77, and Ms Angela Smith, Principal from 1978-89, were instrumental in the planning and construction of a new swimming pool as part of a larger building programme. By 1979 the long-awaited swimming pool was completed. Soon after its opening, the pupils persuaded Ms Angela Smith, to jump in the pool for a $1,000 donation to charity. The swimming pool has been a much valued asset for the P.E. department and has been used in order to prepare students for the annual Swimming gala, a lively and fiercely competitive inter-house activity.
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These are two examples of the original driveway lights that were erected when the School building was opened in 1936. The lighting was replaced as part of the school field redevelopment project in 2013/14.
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The sports pavilion was built from funds saved on the original costs of the building. It was not completed until the beginning of 1937. The whole complex was finished off with a unique covering of Shanghai plaster. It is rumoured that the Pavilion was used as a torture chamber for Prisoners of War during the Japanese occupation of KGV School and Hong Kong during World War II. One prisoner of war interviewed in later years reported ‘Your school was a hellhole for some of us in ‘43 and ‘44. That cricket pavilion...a lot of our lads were tortured under there.’ Sport is of great importance in KGV’s History and the school has enjoyed a huge amount of sporting success with the benefit of its large school field. This was converted from grass to astroturf in the early 2000s and the field was refurbished in 2013/14 following a generous donation from the Hong Kong Rugby Football Union.
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The Performing Arts Block was officially opened on 22 November 2013 by Carlson Tong, Chairman of the ESF Board and Ed Wickins, School Principal. It was designed to wrap around the old and imposing Banyan Tree and take advantage of its natural beauty and shade. KGV students were able to sit down and eat their lunch in a designated space for the first time for many decades. The Block was designed to include two floors of purpose built Music Rooms and two floors of Theatre Arts studios with a performance space on the roof. An old Nissan Hut stood on the site previously and was used as a PTSA office, a gym and a kitchen and queueing area.
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Peel Block



On the 15 May 1935, the foundation stone of the school was laid. The ceremony was performed by the governor of the day Sir William Peel accompanied by several dignitaries and students including the Head Boy, Peter Wilson and the Head Girl,Evelyn Buyers, from the old school building on the Nathan Road. The name of the school, which was then known as the ‘Central British School’, is missing from the foundation stone. Although the school was opened sixteen months later, it was not until Friday 30 April 1948 at the first Speech Day to be held after the war, that the school’s name was officially changed to that of King George V School. Peel Block, like the cricket pavilion, is a designated Grade 2 Listed Building.
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N Fung Learning Resources Centre As part of the school refurbishment from 2012 it was decided to replace the inadequate old library in Link Block with a new, state of the art Learning Resources Centre to be at the heart of the school on the first floor of Peel Block. The Fung Foundation made a significant donation towards this Centre and it bears the name of the family members who went to KGV. The donation was the start of the school’s drive to fund raise to improve the school environment. The Fung Learning Resources Centre was officially opened on June 11th 2014 by Dr Victor Fung.



O Archive Room



P Vertical Extension and SSC The Senior School Centre located on the second floor of the Vertical Extension was opened in 1997 by Jal S Shroff. It was built on the site of the old tennis courts which are now on the top of the building. The Vertical Extension housed the Sarah Roe Centre and the Senior Student Centre until 2014. The SSC with its common room, canteen and study areas was welcomed by senior students. The SSC was eventually moved into the Peel Block and the Learning Area of Individuals and Society took both the Second and Third Floor of the building.



KING GEORGE V SCHOOL 2 Tin Kwong Road, Homantin, Kowloon, Hong Kong Tel: (852) 2711 3029 | Fax: (852) 2762 9806 | Email: [email protected] WWW.KGV.EDU.HK
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