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Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Chief Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Philosopher or Tyrant • Duty or Love • Fear or Love • Hope or Hopelessness •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



I Bear Many Burdens My people are hungry and the end of the raiding season is but a moon's turn away. (Choose 1 more burden) • My best warriors just died in a disastrous raid. • I assumed the mantle of Chief a week ago and am completely untested. • I just received an ultimatum from our greatest rivals amongst the Southern tribes.



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



The Artisan



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Expression or Utility • Loyalty or Greed • Tradition or Ambition • Family Power or Family Honor • Forceful Change or Gradual Change •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



I Am The Best This Tribe Has Seen My trade is... (choose 1) • bowyer and fletcher • hostler and saddler • healer • flint napper and weapon maker • tanner and armorer



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Captain Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Ambition or Loyalty • Warrior or Peacemaker • Justice or Revenge • Power Over or Power With • Honor or Savagery •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



A Captain's Duty I lead raids... (choose 1) • with stealth, guile, and ambush. • astride rangy horses, riding bareback. • with terror, fire, and battle cries.



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Elder Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Family Duty or Family Honor • Legacy or Family • Duty or Love • Vengeance or Honor • Honor or Pragmatism •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



Wisdom Beyond My Years The Chief must think twice before disregarding my counsel. Now another power rivals my influence on the Chief, it is... (choose 1) • the cowardly representative of farmers and herders. • the restless mass of slaves in our midst. • the foolhardy warriors. • the well-intentioned faithful. • our necessary allies, the nearby tribe ShiningScale. • the wealth of a so-called “kingdom” of tribes to the North.



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



The Curate



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Visionary or Maniac • Spirituality or Carnality • Faith or Doubt • Absolution or Damnation • Tradition or Ambition •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



A Curate is Responsible for Souls Our gods... (choose 1) • are spirits of the natural world. • are spirits of our ancestors. • are many; some capricious, some kind. • are but facets of the one true god.



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Homemaker Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Virtuous Weakness or Anti-Social Power • Forbidden Desires or Duty • Earns Respect or Demands Respect • Romanticism or Realism • Legacy or Family •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



Welcome Home My home always has these amenities available... (choose 3) • • • •



hot drink delicious food fire soft seating



• • •



a private bed joyful children an altar and appropriate sacrifice



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Libertus Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Justice or Revenge • Citizen or Outsider • Forbidden Desires or Responsibility • Virtuous Weakness or Anti-Social Power • Earns Respect or Demands Respect •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



I Am A Freed Slave But I cannot forget my servitude and I will not forget where I came from. I was born... (choose 1) • a member of another Southern tribe, the greatest rivals to this tribe. • a Shellgrinder, in a vast coral city beyond the Northern hills. • a member of this tribe. I was enslaved as punishment for a terrible crime.



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Warrior Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Forbidden Desires or Duty • Justice or Revenge • Honor or Ambition • Freedom or Responsibility • Earns Respect or Demands Respect •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



My Reputation Precedes Me On a raid against our greatest rivals I slew an enemy warrior when I could have spared their life. Because of my this my tribe believes me to be... (choose 1) • brave, for I was outnumbered. • arrogant, for I am without peer in battle. • cowardly, for I struck from behind. • without honor, for I would not accept surrender.



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



Other DramaSystem Settings • Cold War spies by Kenneth Hite • Spanish Civil War by Chris Pramas • Insect WWII by John Tynes • Fairie Courtiers by Meguey Baker • Secretly sentient Androids by Will Hindmarch • Reality show contestants by Mark Rein·Hagen • and many more! Full Hillfolk Rules Include • Conflict Resolution system for action scenes • End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying • Advice for campaigns • Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking • Worldbuilding Toolkit And It's Free The stripped-down Creative Commons version of Drama System is available on the Pelgrane Press website.



The Pariah Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Art by Jan Pospíšil / Graphics by Christian Knutsson / Sheets by Jon Cole



I am



I Desire



I am Torn Between • Self-Loathing or Self-Love • Family Duty or Ambition • Selflessness or Selfishness • Subservience or Selfhood • Self-Confidence or Self-Pity •



or



Character



Relationship



Dramatic Poles



What I Want From Them



What They Want From Me



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



______________



______________________



______________________



_____________________________



_______________________________



Earn Drama Tokens by • Granting a petition • Having your petition refused



They Do Not Understand Me I am an outsider because of... (choose 1) • my disability. • my parentage. • the sinister omen that surrounded my birth. •



Uses for Drama Tokens (paid to a player)  Duck a scene  Rush a scene (that caller doesn't want you in)  Force a concession (2 tokens)  Cancel a Force (3 tokens)  Contribute towards a Force, if your character is present and helping Common Emotional Petitions          



Acceptance Admiration Affection Anger Annoy Apology Assure Attention Be assured Calm



        



Excite Favor Forgiveness Gain trust Mollify Obedience Punish Seek truth Test trustworthiness



One Shot Hillfolk 3-5 players / 1 GM / 3-4 hours



Introduction—What To Say • Hillfolk is a role-playing game about members of an ancient tribe and their dramatic social interactions. Think The Sopranos or Sons of Anarchy set in Iron Age Palestine. • Let's all go around say our names, preferred gender pronouns, and why we want to play Hillfolk today. I'll start. • The subject matter of this game might include acts of war, slavery, familial betrayal, ableism, polytheism, and animism. If this game doesn't sound like the right choice for you that is just fine. I'll help you find another activity right now. • I am about to go over this space's Code of Conduct If someone violates it you can come to me. If I violate it you can go to a convention volunteer. The Code of Conduct is... • I want to tell you about the X-Card... • Our game is set in an imaginary version of Iron Age Palestine. We are all taking liberties with history, please make up stuff about your tribe as we play!



Play—What To Do Tighten the screws. This session's theme is Hunger. Start and end scenes quickly. Call "action" and "cut" like a film director. Be a fan of the PCs. Be an active audience member. Leap forward with named, human NPCs. Play them with gusto. Ask provacative questions and build on the answers. Turn player questions to the PC most suited to answer them. Address yourself to the characters, not the players. Take a break.



Character Creation—What To Do 1. Read the introduction out loud to players. 2. Give an overview of play: 1 hour character creation, play after that. 3. Give an overview of the rules: Teach the rules players need as you introduce them. 4. Let players choose playbooks, 5 minutes maximum. They fill out characters' special moves in the bottom left of the inside of the playbook. Have players share the answer they chose for their special move. 5. Starting from your right: Players declare characters' names, preferred gender pronouns, and roles in the tribe. 6. Starting from your left: Players declare characters' Desires and Dramatic Poles. 7. Starting from your right: Players declare characters' relationship with someone else and what they want out of that relationship. The receiving player declares why their character can't meet that emotional need. Record this on the relationship map. Make sure each character is petitioned only once. 8. Call the first scene as a conference scene. "This is a chance for you to get a feel for your character. You are all in the cheif's quarters in an emergency meeting because an enemy tribe's radiers stole half your tribe's food supplies last night..." 9. Starting from your left: Players call scenes with the character they made a relationship with. The emotional petition is about some part of their desire in the relationship. Coach players if they are having trouble geting to the emotional petition in their scene. 10. Call a scene. "Congrats! My tutorial is done. You have unlocked free-play mode and can call any scene you'd like." 11. Play as you would in a campaign. Resolve any procedural scenes by having players propose outcomes and vote for their favorite. Calling for a procedural scene does not replace a dramatic scene. Hillfolk by Robin D Laws / Playbooks inspired by Vincent Baker Sheets by Jon Cole / Introduction inspired by John Stavropoulos
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... Resolution system for action scenes. â€¢ End-of session rewards for excellent roleplaying. â€¢ Advice for campaigns. â€¢ Worksheets for NPC and scene tracking. 
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